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INTRODUCTION

The Republic of Korea National Red Cross takes a 
great pleasure in presenting this report to the 
XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross. 
It briefly introduces our Red Cross activities which 
are steadily developing in a constant effort to achieve 
the humanitarian goal of the World Red Cross.
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1. STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION

Under the Korean Emperor Kojong, the Korean Red 
Cross Society was founded on 27 October 1905, and 
it was reorganized as the Republic of Korea National 
Red Cross on 27 October 1949.

The National Headquarters is located in Seoul, 

the Capital of the Republic of Korea. The President 
of the Republic of Korea is the Honorary President of 
the Society.

The Society was recognized by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 26 May 1955, and was 
admitted to the League of Red Cross Societies on 28 

September 1955.
The Central Committee is the highest governing 

body of the Society composed of 18 members, 6 members 
of the Committee being cabinet Ministers. The President 
of the Society is the Chairman of the Committee.

The Society maintains ten Chapters, 13 Hospitals, 

one School of. Nursing, one Tuberculosis Sanatorium, 
Central Blood Service Center, and Training and Education 
Center under administrative control of the National 

Headquarters.
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Besides that, the Society operates a Secretariat 

of the South-North Red Cross Conference.
\

2. MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCING

There are two categories of Red Cross membership, 
ordinary member and special member, which can be divided 
into 16 types according to the subscription, and each 
category is represented by a membership card.

The Society conducts annual nationwide Red Cross 
membership recruitment and fund raising campaign in 
January through March, and there has been a steady 
increase in the amount of contribution each year.

In 1976, some 4 million members contributed 
approximately 2 billion Won (US$ 4.2 million), and in 
1977, a total of 4,354,665 members contributed 
2,617,748,063 Won (approximately US$ 5,235,000).

The contributions of the nationwide Red Cross fund 
drive cover the major portion of the annual budget of 
the Society.
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3. DISASTER RELIEF ACTIVITIES
a. Preparedness and Planning

In the Republic of Korea, the Government 
puts prime efforts into pre-disaster preparedness, 
and the Red Cross remains as an indispensable 
partner with the Government. The President of the 
Society is a member of the Central Disaster Control 
Committee, the highest body organized under the 
Ministry of Construction.

The Red Cross functions to organize volunteers 
and trains them in order to meet disaster relief 
actions. Disaster relief teams are organized at 
Chapter level among the resources of the communities.

The Society also conducts training for staff 
members engaged in the disaster relief works at least 
once every year. In July 1976, the combined disaster 
relief exercise was conducted with the participation 
of the Chapters, Blood Centers, Hospitals and volun

teers and RCY members.
The Society stores relief materials and equipment 

for 20,'000 families for emergency purposes in over 

40 Red Cross warehouses at Chapter level.
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b. Disaster Relief Action
Rainy season is irregular in the country.

Torrential rains usually bring about unexpected damages 
and disaster victims. However, the number of this 
kind of disaster has decreased remarkably in recent 
years due to the efforts of the pre-disaster prepard- 

ness.
In 1976, the Society provided disaster relief 

for 30,918 families which amounted to 194,641,000 Won 
(approximately US$ 389,382).

c. Assistance
The Society took care of some 1,500 Vietnamese 

refugees in 1975 for their resettlement in Korea and 

in third countries.
In 1976 (end of March 1977) , the Society 

transmitted through the League some 15,000 US Dollars 
of international assistance to the victims of natural 
disasters. Rumania, Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, 
and Turkey are included.
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4. ACTIVITIES UNDER THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

a. Development of the National Society

To cope with the needs of rapidly changing 
society, the Society established a 5-year development 
programme in 1974 with an emphasis on the improvement 
of hospital services, blood programme, expansion of 
volunteers' organizations, training of staff members 
and volunteers, active youth involvement and community 
services.

b. Assistance Received
The Society in collaboration with the League 

hosted the Red Cross Youth Institute for the Asian and 
Pacific Region, 19-31 May 1975. 32 Red Cross Youth

leaders from 15 sister Societies participated in and 

discussed the role of youth in national development.

In March 1977, the League provided to the Society 

with US$12,000 in development assistance for vocational 
training programme of the out-of-school youths.
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5. ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH

a. Hospitals.
In February 1974, the Society, as a pioneer 

project, opened one Red Cross hospital in Paengnyong 
island 120 miles off the northwestern coast with some' 

12,000 inhabitants. The Seoul Red Cross Hospital 
assigned there 4 doctors and 3 nurses in one year 
rotation basis.

A 76-ton Red Cross hospital ship "Paekryun-ho" 
made possible through the contribution of H.E. Park 
Chung Hee, President of the Republic of Korea, was inau
gurated in August 1976, and is now in operation in the 
West Sea. This floating Red Cross clinic is manned with 
3 doctors, 2 nurses and some volunteers.

In 1976, the 13 Red Cross Hospitals treated 
559,603 patients, and of these 103,989 persons were 
treated free of charge. In the same year, 32,778 
persons received free medicare services from medical 
volunteers.
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b. Blood Service
The Society began its intensive blood 

donation drive to expand nationwide donation campaign 
from April 1974. During that year, some 50,000 persons 
contributed their blood.There were 61,000 donors in 
1975, 73,400 donors in 1976, and the objective this 
year is 120,000 (One donor gives 320 c.c. of blood).

The Society operates 5 independent Blood 
Service Centers and 6 Blood Service Branches.

c. First Aid and Safety Services
The Society conducts first aid instructions, 

water safety and life saving courses, and also 
mountain safety instructions.

In 1976, the Society provided first aid 
instructions for 242,293 persons, most of them being 
industrial workers and members of civil defense 
forces organized in the communities. 5,000 copies 
of a mountain safety manual were published in 1976.
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d. Environmental Protection
The Society makes strenuous efforts in

the environmental protection campaign to ensure the 
preservation of the country’s natural resources in 
the face of rapid industrial development.

In November 1976, some 25,000 members of
RCY and volunteers conducted the annual environ
mental protection campaign in Seoul.

6. ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF NURSING
a. Nursing Education

The Red Cross School of Nursing in Seoul 
offers 3-year diploma course with an annual graduation 
of 80 nurses. Up to 1976, a total of 961 nurses 
have graduated.

b. The Society has conducted courses of "Health 
in the Home" since 1968, and a total of 102,212 per
sons received these courses.

c. Health Guidance Programme

From 1975, the Soceity begun to develop a 
health guidance programme to help the Government out 
as well as the people, mostly in rural community, 
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who are in need of information and knowledge on 

health, health promotion and disease prevention.
The Society has produced a number of audio

visual materials in slides with sound. For the year 
of 1975 and 1976, 10 topics already developed were 
disseminated through-out the nation. This programme 
will produce 5 topics of Health Guidance Materials 
each year for 5 years from 1975 until 1979.

In 1976, more than 505,000 persons have had 

opportunities to access these materials.

d. Maternity Homes
The Society operates two maternity homes 

in rural areas as a center of primary health care.

In 1976, the number of deliveries amounted
655 persons, and some 10,400 persons availed of 
health care services.

7. ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL WELFARE

According to the Society's 5-year development 
programme, the Society put a special emphasis on 
the social welfare programmes especially on the ex
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pansion of volunteers organizations, training and 

programme development.
Volunteers' organizations in rural communities 

increased in the past four years, and some 5,000 
women volunteers underwent retraining in the Red 

Cross instructions.
In 1974, an Aged Volunteers Group composed of

60 retired celebrities and Red Cross staffs was 
newly organized in the Society, and a Medical Service 
Volunteers Group began medico-social activities 
in remote areas from 1975.

From 1975, the Society extented major efforts 
to help the needy labour youths and less fortunate 
women workers in support of the nationwide "New 

Community Movement."

Some 5,000 women volunteers are actively 

participating in these programmes.

The Society opened a "Girls Home" in 1975 

and a "Boys Home" in 1976 for the hapless youths 

who were released from juvenile reformatories.

In June 1977, the Society dedicated a two- 
story building on the outskirts of Seoul, a Red
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Cross Welfare Center for Youth with the capacity 
of accomodation of 100 persons.

8, ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF YOUTH

The Red Cross Youth has undertaken organizational 
as well as programme shift these years which is closely 
reflected by the outcome of eva luationain the Regional 
RCY Institute held in Seoul in 1975.

School based RCY began to be expanded to out-of- 
school youths, and short-term programme converted to 
long-term community development programme especially 
in the urban areas. Several RCY units of universities 
opened evening schools for out-of-school youths, one 
of which has been developed to a vocational training 
school.

The nationwide RCY organization comprises 153,859 
members in 1,360 schools from primary school to college, 

and 15 out-of-school units with some 900 youths.
In 1978, the Society will observe the Silver

Jubilee of the foundation of the Red Cross Youth in
Korea,
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9. TRAINING AND EDUCATION INCLUDING THE DISSEMINATION 
OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

The Society established a Red Cross Training and 

Education Center under the National Headquarters in 
September 1975 to train the staff members, volunteers, 
and social workers.

And, in May 1976, the Society set up a Humani
tarian Law Institute in the Center for all the research 
and dissemination works of the Red Cross principles and 
the Geneva Conventions.

In 1976, this Training Center conducted 15 
courses for 532 Red Cross staff members and volunteers.

The Humanitarian Law Institute conducted two 
courses for 63 instructors who are engaged in the 

dissemination of the Geneva Conventions,and one seminar 
on the International Humanitarian Law in 1976.

i
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10. SOUTH-NORTH KOREAN RED CROSS CONFERENCE

The Republic of Korea National Red Cross Society 
on 12 August 1977 marked the sixth year of the humani
tarian proposition it made to the north Korean Red 
Cross for a meaningful discussion to help realize the 
reunion of 10 million dispersed family members in the 

two halves of the Korean peninsula.
'By July 1973, there had been 7 full-dress 

meetings of which four took place in Pyongyang and 
three in Seoul alternately. However, the conference 
has been deadlocked since August 1973 when the north 
Korean Red Cross refused to attend the 8th full-dress 
meeting to be held in Seoul by making political 
preconditions not acceptable in Red Cross humanitarian 

undertakings,

Since then, the Society has made various efforts 

to reopen the full-dress talks and to undertake sub
stantial discussion of the agenda items at an earliest 
date without any preconditions in the course of seven 

representatives meetings and 23 working level meetings 

at Panmunjom.
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11. ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION

The Society's public information activities 
became more active due to the increase of various 
service programmes. The Public Information Advisory 

Committee convened its ordinary meetings more than twice 
a year, and the Society put more emphasis on the esta
blishment and development of contacts with the media, 

press, radio and TVs.
30,000 copies of "Korean Red Cross News", bimonthly 

publication with 8 pages, were distributed to the public 
with free of charge along with posters and leaflets.

The Society also produced three documentary color 
films entitled "We Answer Their Calls" and "RCY Insti
tute for the Asian and Pacific Region" in 1975, and 
"Red Cross is Young" in 1976.
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