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s. INTRODUCTION

Chairman—Dr. Maung Lu

As already stated in the last report to theXXIInd International Red 
Cross Conference, the Burma Red Cross Society was founded as a Branch 
of the Indian Red Cross Society in 1920 ahd it was only in 1937 that 
it attained national status and reorganised under the Burma Red Cross 
Society Act of 1959 as the only permanent humanitarian voluntary 
organisation for the purpose of discharging the obligations of the 
Government under the Geneva Conventions.

The Society was accorded recognition by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in 1937 and admitted to the League of Red Cross Societies 
in 1946. H

Address : Red Cross Building,
42, Strand Road, 
Rangoon, Burma.

Cables : Burmacross.

Emblem : Two lions facing outwards surmounted by the five 
pointed white star of the National Flag superimposed 
by the Red Cross with the legend

Burma Red Cross Society ’ in Burmese under the 
emblem.
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II. ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE

For the organizational· structure of the Society to be in conformity 
with the new Constitution of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, 
the structure was reorganised under the Burma Red Cross Society 
Amendment Act of 1971 and as a result the National Headquarters has 
under it 7 State and 7 Divisional Red Cross Committees and 299 Township 
Branch Red Cross Societies with 5,934Ward/Viliage Societies forming 
the basic units.

Patron i ... The President of the Union of Burma
(1948—1962). The Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council and the Revolu
tionary Government of the Union of 
Burma (1962—1974).

The President of the Socialist Republic 
of the Union of Burma (since 1974).

Present Chairman. Dr. Maung Lu.

Authorities of the Society ■ (a) National Red Cross Conference held 
every three years (highest authority).

(b) Central Council consisting of 58 mem
bers, 35 of whom are elected by and 
from the Conference by secret ballot, 
5 nominated by the Government, 10 
representatives from Government De
partments and 8 additional members 
appointed by the Central Council. This 
Council functions in between National 
Conferences.

(c) Executive Committee of 10 members 
including the Chairman, 2 Vice-Chair
men, Honorary Secretary and Honorary 
Treasurer elected by and from among 
the Central Council members.

The Second National Red Cross Conference was held in June 1975.

The various activities of the Society are assigned to and undertaken 
by—

1. Red Cross Ambulance Committee.
2. Junior/School Red Cross Committee.
3. Civil Defence and Relief Committee.
4. First Aid and Nursing Committee.
5. Medico-Social Work Committee.
6. Water Survival/Safety Committee.
7. Public Relations Committee.

Ambulance Service of the Society aiwwerinf o call
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III. MEMBERSHIP

(o) Ordinary members (including volun-
tary service members) ... 114,271

(b) School/Junior members ... 1,591
(c) Ward/Village members ... 2,575

Total ... 118,437

It was the practice at one time to permit villagers of a village 
to automatically become members on the strength of their village paying 
the required membership fee as a unit. This was discontinued as it 
became evident that it only swelled membership without, in quite a 
number of instances, any voluntary acceptance of or execution of duties 
assigned them individually. The discontinuance of this procedure has 
resulted in enabling only those villagers who from personal observance 
of the operation of the Red Cross desire to be involved personally 
becoming active members.

Inmatot of Monastic OrpPanag· at LatMo Poing gkron proporoé milk
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sV. PRESENT ACTIVITIES

Disaster Relief—Disaster Preparedness and Planning.

Disaster relief in the main is the responsibility of the Government 
in the Ministry of Social Welfare and the Directorate of Relief and 
Resettlement supplemented by other government agencies in their 
respective areas of competence. Red Cross involvement is initially at the 
Township level and extends to rescue and emergency relief measures 
by assisting in the provision of temporary shelter, food, tracing and first 
aid facilities. In large scale disasters due to cyclones, floods due to un- 
seasonal weather and tidal waves as an aftermath of cyclones, a high 
level ad hoc Committee is constituted with Red Cross representation 
for the detailed supervision of relief and resettlement measures.

During the period under report there were three major disasters, 
the first in August 1974 when the Irrawaddy River and its tributary 
the Chindwin overflowed their banks due to unseasonal torrential rains 
over a period of days and inundated low lying areas along their valleys 
causing considerable loss of lives, livestock and property. The floods 
involved 33 Townships of 12 State/Divisions, caused 118 deaths and 
rendered 397,123 victims destitute and homeless besides devastating 
cultivated crops and loss of drought animals. Initial emergency and post 
disaster relief measures were undertaken, besides Red Cross, by members 
of other orginisations under the direction of the Party .and People's 
Councils at all levels. For more effective co-ordination of relief and 
resettlement measures, a special Flood Relief and Rehabilitation 
Committee with Red Cross participation was constituted by the 
Government.

The resources of the Red Cross at all levels was found inadequate 
and an appeal was therefore made by the National Headquarters to the 
League for assistance from other sister societies. The spontaneous and 
generous gifts in cash and kind amounting to approximately K 2,000,000 
was gratefully received, the first shipments arriving within days of the 
appeal. The League sent a delegate in the person of Mr. Moriteru 
Konoye to survey the extent of the disaster and to assess needs in regard 
to relief. This delegate also made recommendations in regard to 
Disaster Preparedness.

Boatai of victim* of ferry boat disaster boing recovered

Distributing relief materials to refugee* of Nam Paung village 
whose home* were burnt by Insurgent*



5

With the advent of the monsoon in 1975, a cyclone of considerable 
intensity followed by tidal waves and heavy rains causing floods, struck 
the country destroying 216,889 dwellings and caused the death of 215 
persons. Gifts in cash and kind from sister societies were again received 
as also medicines for the relief of victims.

June 1976 saw yet another flood due to incessant heavy rains in Arakan 
State involving 70 villages in 6 Townships rendering 171,416 people 
destitute and in Magwe Division in the Irrawaddy valley affecting 
7 Townships and rendering 100,000 people homeless. Emergency relief 
measures were undertaken with available Red Cross resources and as 
the magnitude of the operations necessitated seeking assistance, an 
appeal was made to the League and as usual spontaneous assistance of 
approximately S. Frs 330,600 in cash and kind was given by the League 
and many sister societies.

An Air Force plane crashed in early 1975 in the vicinity of Daik-U 
approximately 100 miles north of Rangoon in which all seven personnel 
were killed. In the rescue operations Red Cross volunteers from the 
Daik-U Township Branch demonstrated exemplary courage and were 
awarded the Outstanding Badge Class I by the National Headquarters.

A riverine disaster occured in October 1975 when a fully laden ferry 
boat sank in the swift canal in the vicinity of the Rangoon harbour with 
great loss of lives. Red Cross involvement in the rescue operation 
immediately mounted and which lasted for nearly a month, coincided 
with the trial runs being conducted with the newly arrived Evinrude 
outboard motors purchased with the 54th Distribution of the Empress 
Shoken Fund, and advantageous use was made of these in the initial 
rescue operations and later in searches for corpses.

Another disaster caused by man occured in 1975 when spectators 
at an open-air theatrical performance at a village fair in Thibaw Township 
in Northern Shan States, were subjected to a grenade attack by an 
insurgent group, causing the death of 5 persons and injuring 48. Red 
Cross volunteers from Thibaw Township Branch gave on-the-spot first 
aid treatment to the injured and rendered general assistance to the 
alarmed audience in the face of enemy attack. For their courageous and 

selfless devotion to duty they were awarded the Outstanding Badge 
Class I by the National Headquarters.

In January 1976 a motor launch caught fire at a village-jetty in 
Kyonpyaw Township and 35 Red Cross volunteers from Einme Township 
carried out rescue operations to save the lives of the passengers in the 
blazing launch. The 35 volunteers together with 37 other Red Cross 
volunteers who rendered assistance to the fire victims requiring 
hospitalisation were presented with Outstanding Badges Class II at a 
ceremony specially held.

Apart from relief of victims of natural or man made dissaters assis
tance, with gifts of medicines, foodstuffs, clothing and milk powder had 
been given from time to time to orphanages, Homes for the Aged 
Poor, Schools for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb and the Institute for the 
Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped.

A two-member delegation of the Society participated in the First I 
Asian Regional Red Cross Conference held at New Delhi in March 1977/ 
where discussions centred on Disaster Preparedness and Development' 
Programmes.

For the first time a five-week course in Disaster Services Adminis- 
ration was sucessfully conducted during May/June 1977 by the Directorate 
of Relief and Resettlement of the Ministry of Social Welfare with the 
co-operation of the Red Cross and was attended by 28 trainees from the 
Red Cross, Fire Services and Social Department. Further courses, it is 
understood, are envisaged to include Party organisations, People’s 
Councils and Youth organisations as these also participate actively during 
disasters in relief work.
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V. HEALTH EDUCATION AND ACTIVITIES

Training courses in the three grades of First Aid, viz., Basic, 
Advanced and Instructor’s as also that in Home Nursing were conducted 
during the period under report and 60 Townships Branches trained 
a total of 2,630 Basic First Aiders, 2,090 Advanced First Aiders, 285 
Instructors In First Aid and 49 Home Nurses.

Red Cross volunteers participated in health programmes of the health 
authorities and co-operated with communities in environmental 
sanitation measures especially during the rainy monsoon periods 
notorious for fairly high incidence of bowel diseases, malaria and in 
recent years Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever.

The Society collaborates with the WHO and UNICEF in health 
programmes of the Government, with its volunteers assisting health 
workers down to the village level.

Besides establishing Red Cross First Aid Posts atfairs and festivals 
for the duration and attendance at public gatherings and sports events 
throughout the year, Township Branches have set up permanent round- 
the-clock Highway First Aid Posts at strategic points on important 
highways with volunteers from within their organisations.

Practical class·* In pononal health (top), Pint AM (bottom) 
aiM Water Safety (bottom loft) in progreu
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BLOOD PROGRAMME

The Red Cross is represented by a responsible official on the Blood 
Transfusion Service Committee who also heads the Organisational and 
Educational Sub-Committee responsible for the organising of volunteer 
blood donors and stimulating public interest in voluntary blood 
donations. As blood transfusion is undertaken solely by authorised 
hospitals and institutions, the Red Cross does not concern itself with 
this aspect but concentrates on the recruitment of potential volunteer 
blood donors. Red Cross volunteers themselves offer their blood 
at all times and especially when urgent appeals are made by the 
Transfusion centres for blood of specified groups. Their efforts at 

donor recruitment from among the general public have met with 
considerable success.

Arrangements are in hand for the Burma Red Cross Society to be 
represented at the Fourth Asian and West Pacific Regional Seminar on 
the Red Cross Blood Programme to be held at Tokyo in September this 
year by a delegation of two members, one of whom is an official from 
the National Blood Bank and as a result of this participation, it is expected 
that the National Blood Programme will greatly benefit from the dis
cussions and interchange of ideas and techniques.

Volunteers donating blood at the Children's Hospital, 
Rangoon, urgently required for patients with D.H.F.
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DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

In order to foster friendly contacts within the Red Cross communities 
of the various Branches, conduct refresher courses, encourage the 
development of collective undertakings and sharing of responsibilities, 
hold discussions on activities and experiences, annual Model Red Cross 
First Aiders Camps have been held since 1971 at various venues in the 
country and very keen competition has been observed among volunteers 
for the honour of being chosen to represent their Township,

State/Division at the Camps, the criteria of the selection being efficiency 
in drills and Red Cross skills. The Model Camp last held was in the 
vicinity of the historic and scenic Mt. Popa in Central Burma. An 
important feature of this Camp was the visit of Mr. Dominique Borel, 
ICRC Regional Delegate for South East Asia who gave a talkon Red Cross' 
affairs for the benefit of the Model First Aiders who were given 
opportunities to ask the visitor questions pertinent to the Red Cross.
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VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS

The best of relations is maintained with Government agencies 
connected directly and indirectly with the activities of the Society and 
with agencies of the UN Mission, Press and other public information 
media. News coverage of Red Cross activities in the whole country is 
constantly made by the press and radio. The Broadcasting Corporation 
Sermits talks and discussions on the origin, functions and activities of the 

.ed Cross movement aimed at focussing public attention on their 
National Society. Special Red Cross programmes on the occasion of 
holding of Model Red Cross Camps and on World Red Cross Days by 
broadcasting radio plays produced by the Public Relations Department 
of the Society, Red Cross songs composed for the Society by the Burma 
Music Council. The week immediately following each World Red Cross 
Day is designated Red Cross Week during which volunteers of all 
Township Branches undertake environmental sanitation and participate 
in general health education programmes of the public in their areas.

Screening of Red Cross and othergeneral knowledge films at Township 
Branches on the graduation of trainees in the courses of training con
ducted by them, production of the monthly bulletin, picture post-cards 
in commemoration of some events of national and Red Cross importance, 
calendars, books and pamphlets on First Aid, are but a few ofthe 
activities of this Department.

Air. Dominique Borel, ICRC 
Regional Delegate for South 
Eatt Asta gMng a talk to 
Model Fint Aider* at the Mt. 
Pepa Camp, April 1977

Chairman delivering hit World Red Croft Day »pooch

*
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Mr. Andre Tschiffeli, Head of the ICRC 
Delegation to South East Asia

Miss Janet Brown, Assistant Director, 
Youth Bureau of the League

Mr. Moriteru Konoye, League Delegate ...
Mr. D. Borel, ICRC Delegate for South East 

Asia
Mr. J. M. Goudstikker, League Delegate
Mr. Shigenori Ohya, Secretary, Foreign 

Affairs Bureau, Japanese Red Cross
Mr. D. Borel, ICRC Delegate for South East 

Asia
Dr. Kingsley Seevaratnam, Regional Officer 

for Asia of the League
French Parliamentary Delegation

December 1973.

December 1973.
September 1974.

August 1976.
July 1976.

March 1977.

April 1977.

May 1977.
February 1974.

A proposal is under consideration by the authorities to send a youth 
delegation to the Youth Meet to be held in Australia next year.

Constant contacts are maintained with most sister societies two of 
which have recently extended invitations for delegations to visit them 
en route to Regional and International Conferences. Delegates of the 
ICRC as also officials of the League, as shown below, visited this Society 
during the period under report.

Mr. Moriteru Konoye seen with the C ¡rman and Executive 
Committee during his assignment in Sep' her 1974



The Burma Red Cross Society has informed the League of its 
interest and desire to participate in the Round Table Meet provisionally 
proposed to be held in Geneva in early 1978 to study the problems of 
moving populations.

Nomination of two candidates from the Staff of this Society directly 
concerned with relief work has been made for the League Disaster Relief 
Delegate Training Course in Asia tentatively planned to be held in 
November/December 1977 in Indonesia.

The Burma Red Cross Society is proud to record that 
one of its volunteers has been selected by the Standing 
Commission for the award of the Henry Dunant Medal this 
year for an exceptionally outstanding demonstration of selfless 
devotion to duty in having rescued a trapped serviceman in 
a sunken army truck in about 18 feet of swift flowing waters 
of the upper reaches of the Irrawaddy River, early in 1977.

Rescuer Sergeant Saing Aung Hlaing Myint meeting the Rescued 
Private Khin Maung Aye for the first time six months after 
the incident
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VIL CONCLUSION

The Burma Red Cross Society desires to record its profound gratitude 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red 
Cross Societies and all sister societies and, in some instances their 
governments, for the excellent co-operation, guidance and assistance 
afforded it during the period under report. It is convinced that its 
future programmes and activities in the Humanitarian sphere, in the 
performance of which much reliance is being placed on the youth 
members who are being suitably trained, will continue to receive the 
unstinted support of the Red Cross family. The Society also desires 
to record its sincere thanks to the United Nations Agencies operating 
in the country for their collaboration and support.

P.P.C./io2682/B.R.C./r,ooo +10/77.
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Red Cross Basic Principles

.< ’■

Burma Red Cross Society 
Red Cross Building,

42, Strand Road,
Rangoon.

Humanity

The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination 
to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours — in its international and 
national capacity — to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it 
may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure 
respect for the human being. It promotes mutual understanding, friend
ship. co-operation and lasting peace amongst all peoples.

Impartiality

It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class 
or political opinions. It endeavours only to relieve suffering, giving prior
ity to the most urgent cases of distress.

Neutrality

In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, the Red Cross may 
not take sides in hostilities or engage at any time in controversies of a 
political, racial, religious or ideological nature.

Independence

the Red Cross is independent. The National Societies while auxiliaries 
in the humanitarian services of their governments and subject to the laws 
of their respective countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that 
they may be able at all times to act in accordance with Red Cross prin
ciples.

Voluntary Service

The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organisation not prompted in any 
manner by desire for gain.

Unity

There can be only one Red Cross Society in any one country. It must be 
open to all. It must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its ter
ritory.

Universality

The Red Cross is a world-wide institution in which all Societies have equal 
status and share equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other.


