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RESOLUTION XI

adopted by the Twenty-second International Con

ference of the Red Cross, Teheran, 1973

THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE

The XXIInd International· Conference of the Red Cross,

convinced that for the implementation of the tasks, en
trusted to the Red Cross, of protecting human health and life, 
of preventing human suffering, of establishing mutual under
standing, friendship, co-operation and lasting peace among 
nations, it is necessary further to develop and strengthen 
the role of the International Red Cross as a factor in world 
peace,

expressing its deep concern with the sufferings of peoples 
in a number of areas of the world where armed conflicts, 
occupation of territories, racial discrimination and genocide 
still take place,

welcoming the efforts and processes aimed at the relaxation 
of tension and the strengthening of world peace,

declares its support of the activities of the United Nations 
and other international organizations in strengthening peace 
in the world,

calls upon Governments to be guided, in international re
lations, by the ideals of peace, equality, and good neighbour 
policy based on the principles of peaceful co-existence,

appeals to Governments to continue their efforts to achieve 
agreements on arms race limitation and disarmament,

recommends that the issue of further development and the 
strengthening of the role of the International Red Cross as 
a factor of world peace be included in the study on the re
appraisal of the role of the Red Cross,

calls upon the ICRC, the League and the National Societies 
to intensify their actions for peace, human rights and basic 
freedoms and to undertake in co-operation with Governments 
further actions for wider dissemination among the public of 
the humanitarian ideas of the Red Cross.
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1. Recommendation relating to the study on the re-appraisal 

of the Red Cross

1.1. Resolution XI, above, included a recommendation that 
the study on the re-appraisal of the role of the Red 
Cross should deal with the question of developing 
and strengthening the role of the International Red 
Cross as a factor for peace. This was done, and 
Chapter 4 of the Final Report was devoted in part 
to the subject.

As part of the study of the Tansley Report, the 
subject of the Red Cross and peace will be examined 
by Commission II, the "General and Organizational 
Commission", of the Twenty-third International Con
ference of the Red Cross.

2. Recommendations addressed to the League and to the ICRC

2.1. World Red Cross Conference on Peace (Belgrade,

June 1975)

The same Resolution XI also called upon the ICRC, 
the League and the National Societies to intensify 
their actions for peace, human rights and basic free
doms .... These recommendations of the Twenty-second 
Conference were re-emphasized and set forth in de
tail during the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, 
held in Belgrade in June 1975. In implementation of 
a Resolution passed by the Board of Governors of the 
League in Teheran in 1973, the Red Cross of Yugos
lavia and the League organized this Conference for 
the purpose of studying the role and the activities 
of the Red Cross in promoting peace.

At the end of the Conference, which was attended by 
some 200 people representing 80 National Societies 
(seven of them in the process of formation), as 
well as by the international institutions of the 
Red Cross and the Henry Dunant Institute, a "Pro
gramme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of 
Peace" was adopted as a guide-line to help the members 
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of the Red Cross family to take definite action to 
further peace through their humanitarian activities.

2.2. Board of Governors of the League

2.2.1. Meeting in Geneva for its thirty-third session, 
in November 1975, the Board of Governors of 
the League adopted the following Resolution 
Number 20:

Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace

The Board of Governors,

Considering that the first World Red Cross Conference on 
Peace, organized in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in June 1975 in con
formity with Resolution No. 37 of the XXXIInd Session of the 
Board of Governors, represents an historical event within the 
Red Cross movement and an important manifestation of the unity 
of the World Red Cross family in the promotion of peace, de
velopment, co-operation, friendship and understanding among 
peoples,

Having in view that this World Conference:

- has assembled 220 delegates from 81 National Societies 
from all the regions of the world, including seven still in 
process of formation, as well as delegates from the League 
of Red Cross Societies, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the Henry Punant Institute,

- has examined the role of the Red Cross in the promotion 
of peace from all aspects of interest to the Red Cross, and 
has adopted the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a 
Factor of Peace, as guidelines, as well as the points of 
view expressed thereon and figuring in the League report
on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace,

Considering that the motto of the Red Cross "Per humanitatem 
ad pacem" may find full expression in the implementation of the 
"Programme of Action" in Red Cross activities,

Having noted the report of the League on the World Red Cross 
Conference on Peace,

Referring to Resolution No. 2 adopted by the Council of 
Delegates on 24 October 1975,
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Welcoming the organization of the World Red Cross Conference 
on Peace and appreciating the positive results of Red Cross work 
in the domain of peace for many years, and the contribution to 
general efforts in the world aimed at strengthening the 
foundations of peace,

Having noted, and welcoming at the same time the measures 
and preparations already undertaken by several Red Cross organi
zations in view of the practical implementation of certain parts 
of that Programme.

1. Considers that all National Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Red Lion and Sun Societies and the League of Red Cross Societies 
should be inspired in their work by adopting the Programme of 
Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace as a guideline, 
that they should always have in mind this Programme in all 
their activities,

2. Recommends

a. that National Societies, in accordance with their own 
conditions and possibilities, adopt their plans for 
the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 
Red Cross as a Factor of Peace,

b. that the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
League forms a body, the task of which shall be to 
follow the implementation of the Programme of Action 
and to propose to the appropriate organs of the League 
and to National Societies measures for the realization 
of the tasks deriving from that Programme,

c. that the National Societies and the League of Red 
Cross Societies present their reports on the implemen
tation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as 
a Factor of Peace to the next ordinary session of the 
Board of Governors,

3. Congratulates the Organizing Committee and the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia in particular, and expresses its gratitude to the 
organizers for the success obtained by the Conference.

2.2.2. In conformity with this Resolution, the Chairman 
of the Board of Governors of the League created 
a body to supervise the application of the Pro
gramme of Action and to propose to the appropriate 
bodies of the League and of National Societies 
the measures required to fulfil the tasks en
visaged by the Programme. This body, called the 
"Commission on the Red Cross and Peace", is 
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composed of representatives of the League and 
of the National Societies of the following 
twelve countries: Australia, Canada, Egypt, 
El Salvador, France, German Democratic Republic, 
Indonesia, Mauritania, the Philippines, Senegal, 
Tanzania and Zaire. The ICRC and the Henry 
Dunant Institute take part in the Commission's 
work as observers. The Commission has held two 
meetings, one in June 1976, the other in May 
1977, both in Geneva. It drew up a statement of 
the specific activities being carried on by the 
National Societies, the League and the ICRC in 
conformity with the recommendations of the Pro
gramme of Action, and devised methods aimed at 
developing these activities for peace.

2.2.3. At its second meeting, the Commission decided 
to present a report at the thirty-fourth session 
of the Board of Governors dealing with the im
plementation of the Belgrade Programme of Action 
by the League, the National Societies and the 
ICRC.

2.3. Other activities of the League

2.3.1. The governing bodies of the League decided, in 
addition, that in 1977, for the first time, World 
Red Cross Day would be devoted to the theme "The 
Red Cross, factor for peace".

2.3.2. The slogan, "Red Cross: Peace through People" 
was proposed to the National Societies, and a 
graphic symbol was given wide publicity, as was 
the documentation prepared by the League Secre
tariat.

2.3.3. A film, the fourth in the series of joint pro- 
ductionsby the Bulgarian and Hungarian Red Cross 
Societies and the League, was made on the theme 
of World Red Cross Day 1977, and will doubtless 
play an important part in years to come in forming 
public opinion and in helping people to under
stand the work of the Red Cross for peace.

2.3.4. The League Secretariat also invited the National 
Societies to send regular information on all the 
activities they were undertaking to implement 
the Programme of Action.
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2.4. Council of Delegates

2.4.1. The Council of Delegates, meeting in November 
1975, adopted a Resolution Number 2, the text 
of which is given below:

Action to be taken on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace

The Council of Delegates,

considering that the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, 
organized in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in June 1975, on the basis 
of resolution No. 37 of the XXXIInd session of the Board of 
Governors, represents an important demonstration of the unity 
of the World Red Cross family in favour of peace, the develop
ment of co-operation, friendship and understanding among peoples, 

recalling that this World Conference

- assembled 220 delegates from 81 National Red Cross Societies 
throughout the world including seven still in process of 
formation, as well as delegates from the League of Red Cross 
Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the Henry Dunant Institute,

- examined the role of the Red Cross for the promotion of peace 
from all the aspects concerning the Red Cross,

- adopted the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor 
of Peace, as guidelines and with all the views expressed and 
recorded in the League 's report on the Conference,

having noted the League ’s report on the World Red Cross 
Conference on Peace,

1. expresses its recognition of Red Cross work accomplished 
with regard to peace for many years, and of its contri
bution to the general efforts undertaken in the world for 
the strengthening of the foundations of peace,

2. considers that National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red 
Lion and Sun Societies, the League of Red Cross Societies 
and the ICRC should take their inspiration as guidelines 
for their work from the Programme of Action as adopted 
at the Conference, that they should keep it in mind in 
all their activities and that they should strive for its 
creative implementation,

3. recommends
(a) that National Societies should submit the Programme 
of Action to be examined by their leading bodies with a 
view to the adoption of concrete measures for its implemen
tation,
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(b) that the ICRC and the League, each in its own respective 
sphere, should co-operate to put into action the tasks which 
the Programme of Action invites them to undertake,

4. requests that the item "Implementation of the Programme of 
Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace" be included 
in the agenda of the next ordinary session of the Council 
of Delegates and that, prior to that session, a working group 
be set up by the League in consultation with the ICRC to con
sider the comments expressed and the annexes proposed and re
quired to report for the consideration of the session any 
proposals they may evolve to resolve or otherwise provide for 
meeting such comments and annexes, this being without pre
judice to the recommendations in paragraph 3.

2.4.2. During its meeting in June 1976, the Commission 
on the Red Cross and Peace, set up in accordance 
with Resolution 20/75 of the Board of Governors, 
considered questions of procedure relating to the 
action to be taken on Resolution No,2 of the 
Council of Delegates (October 1975). It recommended 
that the League, in consultation with the ICRC, 
should create a working group to examine the 
comments made concerning the Programme of Action 
and the annexes proposed and to submit any pro
posals it might prepare to take the said comments 
and annexes into account. It was agreed that the 
working group should be composed of members of
the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace and 
representatives of the ICRC, the League and the 
Henry Dunant Institute, the chairman to be a 
representative of the ICRC.

2.4.3. The working group held its first meeting in 
Geneva in October 1976, to define its own man
date and to examine the comments made and the 
annexes proposed to the Programme of Action
of the Red Cross as a factor for peace.

2.4.4. A second meeting was held in Geneva in May 1977; 
the members of the group drafted proposals 
intended to take into account the said comments 
and annexes. The working group's report 
(CD/4/2) will be submitted to the Council of 
Delegates in Bucharest, in conformity with 
Resolution 2/1975 of the Council of Delegates.


