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The Twenty-second International Conference of
the Red Cross (Teheran, October 1973) adopted the following 
Resolution XV:

Reinforcement
the role

in the Additional Protocols of 
of National Societies

The Twenty-second International Conference of the Red Cross,

having received the views of the Board of Governors of the League, 
which held its thirty-second session in Teheran in November 1973, 
to the effect that the two draft Additional Protocols to the Ge
neva Conventions do not make sufficient reference to the role which 
must fall to National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun 
Societies as well as to their Federation in humanitarian activities 
for armed conflict victims,

having examined the two draft Additional Protocols and taken note 
of the comments made during the debates,

requests the Diplomatic Conference to be held in Geneva in 1974, 
to introduce the appropriate provisions to strengthen the role and 
facilitate the humanitarian activities of National Societies and 
of their Federation, for example by adding

1. a general provision inviting the parties to a conflict to grant 
National Societies all the means and help required to enable 
them to carry out all their humanitarian activities on behalf 
of the victims of armed conflicts,

2. special provisions covering the personnel, services and pro
grammes National Societies are in a position to provide in or
der to make sure that the objectives of the Geneva Conventions 
and of the Protocols are attained.

1. This Report presents the action taken on this resolution, 
which reflected the concern and the wishes expressed by 
the National Societies and their federation after they had 
examined the two draft Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions drawn up by the ICRC, The reinforcement in the 
Protocols of the role of National Societies had also been 
the object of an analogous resolution adopted by the Board 
of Governors at its thirty-second session (Teheran, Octo
ber 1973).

2. The wishes expressed by the National Societies and the League 
could be summarized in the following four points:
2.1. To draft a general provision to be inserted in Proto

cols I and II, requiring the High Contracting Parties 
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to facilitate and encourage the humanitarian acti
vities of the National Red Cross Societies and inter
national Red Cross bodies in time of armed conflict.

2.2. To grant National Societies the possibility to offer 
their services to the authorities concerned to re
cruit and train suitable personnel capable of en
suring the application of the Geneva Conventions and 
the Protocols.

2.3. To facilitate the tasks of relief societies, in par
ticular of National Red Cross Societies, in bringing 
care and assistance to the wounded and sick.

2.4. To prepare new draft provisions stipulating that 
parties to a conflict and all the High Contracting 
Parties to the Conventions and the Protocols should 
encourage and facilitate Red Cross relief operations, 
undertaken by National Red Cross Societies, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
League of Red Cross Societies, in accordance with 
the principles and rules adopted by International 
Conferences of the Red Cross.

3. One of the first steps taken by the League to follow up 
this resolution was to invite, early in 1974, all Natio
nal Societies to get in touch with the governmental dele
gations taking part in the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Re-affirmation and Development of International Humani
tarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, with the pur
pose of enlisting support for the draft provisions adopted 
at Teheran on the reinforcement of the role and activités 
of National Societies and their federation.

4. The Diplomatic Conference on the Re-affirmation and De
velopment of International Humanitarian Law Applicable 
in Armed Conflicts held four sessions in Geneva in 1974, 
1975, 1976 and 1977, in which an average of about 600 
representatives from 128 States Parties to the Geneva 
Conventions participated.

5. About forty leaders from thirty-seven National Societies 
attended those sessions as members of the government dele
gations of their respective countries, thus confirming the 
keen interest which for many years those Societies had 
taken in the development of international humanitarian law 
and, more particularly, in the reinforcement of their
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and their federation's role and humanitarian activities.

6. From the moment when the Diplomatic Conference opened, 
representatives of those National Societies and the 
members of the League delegation, who were joined by ICRC 
experts, formed a working group with the aim of preparing 
draft amendments based on the recommendations adopted in 
Teheran and of seeking sponsors and supporters among the 
government delegations.

7. During the whole of the four sessions, the working group, 
chaired by the League's Vice-Chairman, Mr. K. Warras, met 
thirty-five times and considered a number of draft Proto
col general provisions relative to the activités of the 
Red Cross, and some articles (and amendments) on the 
following subjects: reuniting of dispersed families, re
lief for civilian population, and a draft resolution on 
the dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions 
and of international humanitarian law.

8. Furthermore, between Conference sessions, an ad hoc group 
of ICRC, League and National Societies representatives 
continued assessing the results of the various sessions 
of the Diplomatic Conference, and preparing for those to 
come.

9. League delegates were recognized by the Conference in their 
capacity as experts, qualified to present, orally or in 
writing, their views on all questions relative to the 
humanitarian activities of the League's members, such 
views being later considered by the Conference. The re
presentatives of the ICRC, the author of the draft Proto
cols which were the basic documents for the Diplomatic 
Conference, took part in the work of the Drafting Committee 
of all the other Committees and of all the working groups.

10. National Societies were regularly kept informed of develop
ments in the work of the Diplomatic Conference; interim re
ports were submitted to the League's statutory organs from 
1974 to 1977. Accounts of the work performed during each 
session were published in International Review of the 
Red Cross.
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11. In this connexion, it should be mentioned that, in the
light of the results achieved at the Diplomatic Conference's 
first session (Geneva, February - March 1974), in parti
cular those directly concerned with the National Societies, 
the League's Executive Committee requested, at its ninetieth 
session (October, 1974), its Secretary General, in accor
dance with the League's recognized right of presenting its 
views on all questions concerning the humanitarian acti
vities of its members, to send, through the Secretariat 
of the Diplomatic Conference, with a view to the Confer
ence's second session, a report to the governments taking 
part in the Diplomatic Conference:
(a) underlining the necessity to include in the Protocols 

additional provisions relating to National Societies,
(b) explaining the tenor of the amendments submitted on 

this subject to the Diplomatic Conference,
(c) calling upon the governments to lend their support 

to those provisions.

12. In accordance with that decision, the League Secretariat 
prepared, in close consultation with the Red Cross Working 
Group set up at the first session, a memorandum setting 
out the reasons why it was appropriate to introduce in 
the Protocols to the Geneva Conventions provisions under 
which the authorities would grant National Societies and 
international Red Cross bodies the necessary facilities 
and assistance that would allow them to accomplish their 
tasks and humanitarian activities in favour of the victims 
of armed conflicts.

13. Three Round Table meetings were organized by the Inter
national Institute of Humanitarian Law at San Remo in 
1974, 1975 and 1976. At those meetings, government experts 
and the representatives of National Societies and of a 
number of international organizations examined, in their 
private capacity, some of the provisions in the draft 
Protocols which had come up for discussion at the Diplo
matic Conference. During each Round Table meeting, a Red 
Cross Symposium was organized, providing participants with 
the opportunity to engage in fruitful exchanges of views 
on articles concerning the Red Cross in the Protocols.
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14. The results of the Diplomatic Conference deliberations on 
Resolution XV of the Twenty-second International Conference 
are given hereafter. A general survey of the Diplomatic 
Conference's work is to be found in document 
CPA/III/I, which includes an account of the action taken 
on Resolutions V, XIII and XIV of the Twenty-second Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross.

I. GENERAL PROVISION ( Protocol I)

15. The Diplomatic Conference adopted a general provision - 
Article 81 of Protocol I - on the activities of the Red 
Cross and other humanitarian organizations. (Part V - 
Execution of the Conventions and of this Protocol - 
Section I - General Provisions).

Article 81 - Activities of the Red Cross and other humani
tarian organizations

1. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to the Internatio
nal Committee of the Red Cross all facilities within their 
power so as to enable it to carry out the humanitarian 
functions assigned to it by the Conventions and this Proto
col in order to ensure protection and assistance to the vic
tims of conflicts; the International Committee of the Red 
Cross may also carry out any other humanitarian activities 
in favour of these victims, subject to the consent of the 
Parties to the conflict concerned.

2. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to their respective 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations 
the facilities necessary for carrying out their humanitarian 
activities in favour of the victims of the conflict, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Conventions and this 
Protocol and the fundamental principles of the Red Cross as 
formulated by the International Conferences of the Red Cross.

3. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict 
shall facilitate in every possible way the assistance which 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations and 
the League of Red Cross Societies extend to the victims of 
conflicts in accordance with the provisions of the Conventions 
and this Protocol and with the fundamental principles of the 
Red Cross as formulated by the International Conferences of 



6

the Red Cross.

4. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the con
flict shall, as far as possible, make facilities similar 
to those mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 available to the 
other humanitarian organizations referred to in the Con
ventions and this Protocol which are duly authorized by the 
respective Parties to the conflict and which perform their 
humanitarian activities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Conventions and this Protocol.

16. Paragraph 1 of this article re-affirms the role con
ferred on the ICRC by the Geneva Conventions.

17. Paragraph 2 of this article lays down that parties to
a conflict shall grant to their Red Cross organizations 
as understood in Article 26 of the First Convention, 
whether or not they are members of the International Red 
Cross, the necessary facilities for such matters as 
emergency relief supplies, medical and social welfare 
services, assistance to medical and social welfare units 
and establishments, blood transfusion centres, training 
of medical and social welfare personnel, tracing services 
and other services for the reuniting of dispersed families.

18. Article 81 also stipulates that the High Contracting Par
ties and parties to a conflict shall facilitate in every 
possible way the assistance which Red Cross organizations 
and the League of Red Cross Societies extend to the vic
tims of the conflict in accordance with the provisions of 
the Conventions and of the Protocol and with the fundamen
tal principles of the Red Cross as formulated by Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross.

19. The last paragraph of this article stipulates that similar 
facilities shall be made available to the other humani
tarian organizations which are duly authorized by parties 
to a conflict and which perform their humanitarian acti
vities in accordance with the Conventions and the Proto
col .
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II. SPECIAL PROVISIONS (Protocol I)

20. The Diplomatie Conference adopted a number of provisions 
of direct concern to National Societies and to the inter
national Red Cross bodies. These provisions relate to 
the following fields: qualified persons; definition and 
protection of medical personnel; role of the civilian 
population and of aid societies; missing persons; re
uniting of dispersed families; and relief in favour of 
the civilian population.

21. Qualified persons

Article 6 - Qualified persons

1. The High Contracting Parties shall, also in peacetime, 
endeavour, with the assistance of the national Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, to train 
qualified personnel to facilitate the application of the 
Conventions and of this Protocol, and in particular the 
activities of the Protecting Powers.

2. The recruitment and training of such personnel are within 
domestic jurisdiction.

3. The International Committee of the Red Cross shall hold at 
the disposal of the High Contracting Parties the lists of 
persons so trained which the High Contracting Parties may 
have established and may have transmitted to it for that 
purpose.

4. The conditions governing the employment of such personnel 
outside the national territory shall, in each case, be the 
subject of special agreements between the Parties concerned.

2 2. Definition and protection of medical personnel
22.1. The definition of the term "medical personnel" is 

given in Article 8 ("Wounded, sick and shipwrecked"). 
The term now includes the medical personnel of Natio
nal Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) 
Societies.

22.2. This article is of considerable significance for 
National Societies, especially as the Diplomatic
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Conference adopted another provision on the pro
tection of civilian medical and religious personnel, 
worded as follows:

Article 15 - Protection of civilian medical and religious 
personnel

1. Civilian medical personnel shall be respected and protected.

2. If needed, all available help shall be afforded to civil
ian medical personnel in an area where civilian medical 
services are disrupted by reason of combat activity.

3. The Occupying Power shall afford civilian medical personnel 
in occupied territories every assistance to enable them
to perform, to the best of their ability, their humani
tarian functions. The Occupying Power may not require 
that, in the performance of those functions, such per
sonnel shall give priority to the treatment of any per
son except on medical grounds. They shall not be compelled 
to carry out tasks which are not compatible with their 
humanitarian mission.

4. Civilian medical personnel shall have access to any place 
where their services are essential, subject to such super
visory and safety measures as the relevant Party to the 
conflict may deem necessary.

5. Civilian religious personnel shall be respected and pro
tected. The provisions of the Conventions and of this 
Protocol concerning the protection and identification of 
medical personnel shall apply equally to such persons.

22.3. In this way, the medical personnel of Red Cross 
Societies enjoy total protection: the personnel 
made available to the army medical corps are pro
tected under Article 26 of the First Convention, while 
the personnel recruited for the civilian medical ser
vice are protected under Article 15 of Protocol I.

2 3. Role of the civilian population and of aid societies

23.1, The Diplomatic Conference adopted the following pro
vision which gives National Red Cross Societies the 
right to collect and care for the wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked.
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Article 17 - Role of the civilian population and of aid 
societies

1. The civilian population shall respect the wounded, sick 
and shipwrecked, even if they belong to the adverse 
Party, and shall commit no act of violence against them. 
The civilian population and aid societies, such as nation
al Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, 
shall be permitted, even on their own initiative, to 
collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, 
even in invaded or occupied areas. No one shall be 
harmed, prosecuted, convicted or punished for such 
humanitarian acts.

2. The Parties to the conflict may appeal to the civilian 
population and the aid societies referred to in para
graph 1 to collect and care for the wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked, and to search for the dead and report their 
location; they shall grant both protection and the 
necessary facilities to those who respond to this appeal. 
If the adverse Party gains or regains control of the 
area, that Party also shall afford the same protection 
and facilities for so long as they are needed.

23.2. The provisions of Articles 27 and 32 of the First 
Convention shall apply in future to all permanent 
medical units and transports and their personnel 
made available to a party to a conflict for humani
tarian purposes (Article 9):

(a) by a neutral or other State which is not a Party to that 
conflict;

(b) by a recognized and authorized aid society of such a 
State;

(c) by an impartial international humanitarian organization.

23.3. The protection granted to vessels described in 
Article 25 of the Second Convention (hospital ships 
utilized by the National Red Cross Societies, 
officially recognized relief societies, or private 
persons of neutral countries) is extended to hospi
tal ships made available for humanitarian purposes 
to a party to a conflict (Article 22):
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(a) by a neutral or other State which is not a Party to 
that conflict; or

(b) by an impartial international humanitarian 
organization.

24. Missing persons

The Diplomatic Conference adopted an article under
lining the role of National Societies in the trans
mission of information about missing persons:

Article 33 - Missing persons

1. As soon as circumstances permit, and at the latest 
from the end of active hostilities, each Party to the 
conflict shall search for the persons who have been 
reported missing by an adverse Party. Such adverse 
Party shall transmit all relevant information con
cerning such persons in order to facilitate such 
searches.

2. ...

3. Information concerning persons reported missing pur
suant to paragraph 1 and requests for such information 
shall be transmitted either directly or through the 
Protecting Power or the Central Tracing Agency of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross or national 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies. 
Where the information is not transmitted through
the International Committee of the Red Cross and its 
Central Tracing Agency, each Party to the conflict 
shall ensure that such information is also supplied 
to the Central Tracing Agency.

4.

25. Reuniting of dispersed families

In the Part dealing with the treatment of persons in 
the power of a party to a conflict (Part IV, Section 
III), the Diplomatic Conference adopted the following
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article :

Article 74 - Reunion of dispersed families

The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the 
conflict shall facilitate in every possible way the 
reunion of families dispersed as a result of armed 
conflicts and shall encourage in particular the work 
of the humanitarian organizations engaged in this 
task in accordance with the provisions of the Con
ventions and of this Protocol and in conformity with 
their respective security regulations.

26. Relief in favour of the civilian population

26.1. The Diplomatic Conference adopted a set of 
four articles, in connection with relief in 
favour of the civilian population. These ar
ticles supplement and reinforce the provisions 
laid down in Articles 23, 55, 59, 60, 61 and 
62 of the Fourth Convention. These articles 
are to be found in Section II (Relief in favour 
of the civilian population) of Part IV 
(Civilian population) and are given here be
low:

Article 68 - Field of application

The provisions of this Section apply to the civilian 
population as defined in this Protocol and are 
supplementary to Articles 25, 5559, 60, 6l and 62 
and other relevant provisions of the Fourth Convention.

Article 69 - Basic needs in occupied territories

1. In addition to the duties specified in Article 55 
of the Fourth Convention concerning food and medi
cal supplies, the Occupying Power shall, to the 
fullest extent of the means available to it and 
without any adverse distinction, also ensure the 
provision of clothing, bedding, means of shelter, 
other supplies essential to the survival of the 
civilian population of the occupied territory and 
objects necessary for religious worship.
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2. Retief actions for the benefit of the civilian 
population of occupied territories are governed 
by Articles 59, 60, 61, 62, 108, 1093 110 and 111 
of the Fourth Convention3 and by Article 71 of this 
Protocol, and shall be implemented without delay.

Article 70 - Relief actions

1. If the civilian population of any territory under 
the control of a Party to the conflict3 other than 
occupied territory3 is not adequately provided with 
the supplies mentioned in Article 693 relief actions 
which are humanitarian and impartial in character 
and conducted without any adverse distinction shall 
be undertaken, subject to the agreement of the Par
ties concerned in such relief actions. Offers of 
such relief shall not be regarded as interference
in the armed conflict or as unfriendly acts. In the 
distribution of relief consignments, priority shall 
be given to those persons, such as children, ex
pectant mothers, maternity cases and nursing mothers, 
who, under the Fourth Convention or under this Pro
tocol, are to be accorded privileged treatment or 
special protection.

2. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contrac
ting Party shall allow and facilitate rapid and un
impeded passage of all relief consignments, equip
ment and personnel provided in accordance with this 
Section, even if such assistance is destined for 
the civilian population of the adverse Party.

S. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contrac
ting Party which allows the passage of relief con
signments, equipment and personnel in accordance 
with paragraph 2:

(a) shall have the right to prescribe the techni
cal arrangements, including search, under which 
such passage is permitted;

(b) may make such permission conditional on the 
distribution of this assistance being made 
under the local supervision of a Protecting 
Power;

(c) shall, in no way whatsoever, divert relief 
consignments from the purpose for which they 
are intended nor delay their forwarding, except 
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-in cases of urgent necessity in the interest 
of the civilian population concerned.

4. The Parties to the conflict shall protect relief 
consignments and facilitate their rapid distri
bution.

5. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contra
ting Party concerned shall encourage and facilitate 
effective international co-ordination of the re
lief actions referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 71 - Personnel participating in relief actions

1. Where necessary, relief personnel may form part of 
the assistance provided in any relief action, in 
particular for the transportation and distribution 
of relief consignments; the participation of such 
personnel shall be subject to the approval of the 
Party in whose territory they will carry out their 
duties.

2. Such personnel shall be respected and protected.

3. Each Party in receipt of relief consignments shall, 
to the fullest extent practicable, assist the re
lief personnel referred to in paragraph 1 in 
carrying out their relief mission. Only in case
of imperative military necessity may the activities 
of the relief personnel be limited or their move
ments temporarily restricted.

4. Under no circumstances may relief personnel exceed 
the terms of their mission under this Protocol.
In particular they shall take account of the se
curity requirements of the Party in whose territory 
they are carrying out their duties. The mission of 
any of the personnel who do not respect these con
ditions may be terminated.

26.2. These articles are of particular significance 
for the whole of the Red Cross, because they 
are based on the principles underlying relief 
operations in favour of civilian populations, 
as formulated in a declaration approved in 
1969 by the Twenty-first International Confe
rence of the Red Cross. They crystallize the 
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wishes of the States Parties to the Geneva 
Conventions and of the National Societies to 
safeguard the fundamental interests of the 
population, in particular the right to receive 
aid when necessary.

26.3. These new provisions are in conformity with 
resolution 2675 (XXV) of the United Nations 
General Assembly, re-affirming the basic prin
ciples for the protection of civilians during 
armed conflicts.

26.4. Article 69, quoted above, reinforces the pro
visions of Article 55 of the Fourth Convention, 
insofar as it supplements the relief brought 
by the Occupying Power to the population of 
occupied territories, namely "the provision of 
clothing, bedding, means of shelter, other 
supplies essential to the survival of the civ
ilian population of the occupied territory...".

26.5. The provisions in Article 23 of the Fourth Con
vention are extended by Article 70 above, the 
purpose of which is to facilitate the relief 
actions which Red Cross organizations, and the 
ICRC in particular, may perform in occupied 
territory. The article moreover lays stress
on the priority that should "be given to those 
personssuch as children, expectant mothers, mater
nity cases and nursing mothers, who, under the Fourth 
Convention or under this Protocol, are to be accorded 
privileged treatment or special protection".

26.6. An important provision specifies the protection 
to be accorded to personnel participating in 
relief actions, who were not mentioned in Ar
ticle 23 of the Fourth Convention and who are 
now provided for in Article 71 above.

26.7. Article 70 also says that the parties to a con
flict and each High Contracting Party "...shall 
encourage and facilitate effective international co-or
dination of the relief actions...". Such co-ordina
tion is desired by the National Societies and 
their federation, provided their autonomy re
mains unaffected.
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III. PROTOCOL II

27. Resolution XV of the Twenty-second International 
Conference recommended that the Diplomatic Conference 
introduce a general provision concerning the humani
tarian activities of National Societies in both 
Protocol II and Protocol I.

28. After the second session of the Diplomatic Conference 
the Red Cross working group met several times to 
work out a general provision for Protocol II, on the 
same lines as Article 81 in Protocol I.

29. When the Conference resumed its deliberations in 
April 1977, an ad hoc working group was set up among 
the members of Committee II to examine the articles 
concerning relief in both Protocols. As a result, 
a text for Protocol II was evolved, combining some 
of the provisions of Article 33 of draft Protocol 
II with those of Article 35, and drawing to a certain 
extent upon Articles 68 to 71 of Protocol I. The text 
adopted by Committee II ran as follows:

Relief societies and relief actions

1. Relief societies established in the territory of the 
High Contracting Party, such as Red Cross (Red Crescent, 
Red Lion and Sun) organizations, shall be permitted to 
carry out relief activities in accordance with the 
fundamental principles of the Red Cross, as formulated 
by the International Conferences of the Red Cross, and 
no one shall be harassed, prosecuted, convicted or 
punished for such activities.

2. If the civilian population in any territory under the 
control of a party to the conflict is suffering undue 
hardship owing to a lack of the supplies essential for 
its survival, such as foodstuffs and medical supplies, 
relief actions for the civilian population which acre of 
an exclusively Humanitarian and impartial nature and 
which are conducted without any adverse distinction 
shall be undertaken subject to the consent of the party 
or parties concerned. Relief actions fulfilling the 
above conditions, or offers thereof, shall not be re
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goaded as interference in the armed conflict.

3. The parties to the conflict and each High Contracting 
Party through whose territory these relief supplies 
will pass shall facilitate rapid and unimpeded passage 
of all relief consignments provided in accordance 
with the conditions stated in paragraph 2.

4. The parties to the conflict and each High Contracting 
Party which allows the passage of relief consignments 
in accordance with paragraph 3:

(a) Shall have the right to prescribe the technical 
arrangements, including the right of search, under 
which such passage is allowed;

(b) May make such permission conditional on the satis
factory assurance that such relief consignments 
will be used for the purpose for which they are 
intended;

(c) Shall in no way whatsoever divert relief con
signments from the purpose for which they are in
tended or delay their forwarding except in case 
of urgent necessity, in the interest of the civ
ilian population concerned.

5. Medical personnel and medical units may, when required, 
take part in a relief action, subject to the condi
tions and technical arrangements prescribed by the 
party or parties to the conflict concerned. The rele
vant provisions of Part III of this Protocol shall 
apply to them, but in no circumstances may they ex
ceed the terms of their mission. In particular, they 
shall take account of the security requirements of the 
party in whose territory they are carrying out their 
duties. The party in whose territory such medical per
sonnel and units are operating may reserve the right
to terminate their mission.

30. During the fourth session, the plenary meeting of 
the Conference decided after all to have a shorter 
Protocol, less liberal in its provisions but more 
widely applicable throughout the world; several 
provisions which had been adopted by the Committee 
concerned were set aside.
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31. Although the Conference was unable to reach agree
ment on a general provision on the role of National 
Societies in Protocol II, it adopted all the same 
an article on relief societies and relief actions, 
in which the work performed by the ad hoc working 
group set up by Committee II was taken into con
sideration .

Article 18 - Relief societies and relief actions

1. Relief societies located in the territory of the 
High Contracting Party, such as Red Cross (Red Cres
cent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations, may offer their 
services for the performance of their traditional 
functions in relation to the victims of the armed con
flict. The civilian population may, even on its own 
initiative, offer to collect and care for the wounded, 
sick and shipwrecked.

2. If the civilian population is suffering undue hard
ship owing to a lack of the supplies essential for 
its survival, such as foodstuffs and medical supplies, 
relief actions for the civilian population which are 
of an exclusively humanitarian and impartial nature 
and which are conducted without any adverse distinction 
shall be undertaken subject to the consent of the High 
Contracting Party concerned.

IV. RESOLUTION ON THE DISSEMINATION 
OF KNOWLEDGE OF INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE IN 
ARMED CONFLICTS

32. A resolution on the dissemination of knowledge of 
international humanitarian law applicable in armed 
conflicts was adopted by the Conference during its 
fourth session. This resolution invited National 
Societies to offer their services to the authorities 
in their own countries with a view to the effective 
dissemination of knowledge and understanding of inter 
national humanitarian law (see document "Implemen
tation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions", 
CPA/IV. 3c/l) .


