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ACTION TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS OF THE
TWENTY-SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OF THE P.ED CROSS

I

Activities of the International Committee

of the Red Cross (ICBC)

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Crossj

having noted the work which the ICRC has been 
carrying out on behalf of the victims of conflicts 
which3 unhappily3 have continued or which have 
broken out since the XXIst International Con
ference of the Red Cross3

noting3 however 3 with concern3 that this work 
encounters all too often insurmountable obstacles 
resulting in particular from a restrictive inter
pretation by certain belligerents of the humani
tarian obligations incumbent on them under the 
terms of the Geneva Conventions3

recalling3 in this connection3 that these Con
ventions to provide essential protection for the 
human person constitute solemn commitments 
vis-à-vis the whole international community3 
and that the application of the provisions con
tained therein cannot therefore be subject to 
reciprocity or to political or military consi
derations 3

considering it essential that Red Cross relief 
action3 carried out by the ICRC in co-operation 
with National Societies and their Federation3 the 
League of Red Cross Societies3 should be 
speedily available to the victims of every kind 
of armed conflict in order effectively to re
lieve human suffering and ensure respect for the 
human person in all circumstances3 which are 
the fundamental aims of the Red Cross3

requests the ICRC3 acting in the name of the 
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community of nations and the whole Red Cross 
movement* to persevere in its efforts to con
tinue to provide essential humanitarian assistance 
to victims of conflicts*

invites the authorities concerned to permit in 
all circumstances the accomplishment of the 
work of the ICRC without subjecting it to 
conditions or demands which are alien to the 
spirit and the letter of the Geneva Conventions* 
of which the provisions are binding on all 
and are not conditional upon reciprocity.

This.resolution did not call for any special action 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross. The 
Annual Reports of the ICRC, the provisional report for 
the first six months of 1977 and the report mentioned 
under Item III of the provisional agenda of the General 
and Organizational Commission describe the work performed 
by the ICRC in continuing to provide essential humanitarian 
assistance to the victims of conflicts. The ICRC expresses 
its appreciation to those authorities which, in conformity 
with the resolution, have permitted it to accomplish its 
work without subjecting it to conditions or demands which 
are alien to the spirit and the letter of the Geneva 
Conventions.

II

Financing of the ICRC

1

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross 3

having taken note of the report submitted by 
the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC* 
recalling the very important task which is 
being performed by the ICRC and which* in view 
of the international situation* is constant
ly increasing *

requests all National Red Cross Societies to 
support the permanent activities of the ICRC 
through regular contributions* 
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urges all governments signatories of the Geneva 
Conventions to support more systematically 
and substantially the regular financing of the 
ICRC,

decides to increase the number of members 
of the Commission for the Financing of the 
ICRC from seven to nine,

appoints the National Societies of the following 
countries as members of the Commission: 
Czechoslovakia, France, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 
Poland and Senegal, who have accepted the re
newal of their mandate, and names those of Colombia, 
Federal Republic of Germany and Japan as new 
members of the Commission,

elects Mr. Rahimtoola of the Pakistan Red 
Cross Society as the new Chairman of the Com
mission for the Financing of the ICRC,

thanks the Commission for the work it has done 
and expresse s its gratitude to Mr. van Emden, 
who has assumed the task of Chairman for many 
years.

2

The XXIInd International Conference of the
Red Cross,

appoints Mr. Henrik Beer and Mr. Bengt Berg
mann representatives of the International Con
ference on the Council of the Foundation for 
the ICRC.

This resolution did not call for any special action 
by the League or by the ICRC» The renort of the Commission 
for the Financing of the ICRC (see document CD/5/1, Funds 
and .Medals) provides information on the contributions made 
to the ICRC by National Societies and governments.

Ill

Application of the Fourth Geneva Convention

in the Middle East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
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Cross,

having considered the Report of the ICRC on its 
Activities from 1969 to 1972, the provisional 
Report on its Activities from 1 January to 
SO June 1973, and its Annual Report for 1972, 
deeply concerned about the immense sufferings 
of the civilian population of the occupied 
territories in the Middle East, resulting from 
the non-application of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of August 12, 1949 relative to the 
protection of civilians in time of war,

conscious of the fact that the Parties to the 
Geneva Conventions have undertaken, not only 
to respect, but also to ensure respect for the 
Conventions in all circumstances,

recalling Resolution No. X of the XXIst Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross on the 
implementation of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and the action taken by the ICRC in pursuance 
of that Resolution,

expresses once more its deep concern for the 
situation of the civilian population of the 
occupied territories in the Middle East, 
affirms the applicability of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention to the territories occupied as a 
result of the June 1967 conflict,

calls upon the Parties concerned to acknowledge 
and to comply with their obligations under the 
Fourth Geneva Convention,

requests the authorities concerned to fulfil 
their humanitarian obligations in facilitating 
the' return of people to their homes and their 
reintegration into their communities,

■■■ expresses its thanks to the ICRC and its dele
gates to the Middle East for their continuous- 
efforts in that region.

This resolution was expressly directed to the States 
signatories to the Geneva Conventions.

The ICRC has continued its activities in the terri
tories occupied by Israel and its efforts to obtain appli
cation of the Fourth Convention in those territories.
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Application of the other Geneva Cony entions

in the Middle East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross3

having already approved a resolution calling 
for the total application by the parties to 
the Middle East conflict of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention^

calls with equal urgency for the total appli
cation by the same parties of all the other 
Geneva Conv entions 3 and in particular of those 
provisions which relate to the treatment of 
prisoners of war 3 the sick and wounded and 
civilian victims of the conflict.

This resolution was addressed to the parties to 
the Middle East conflict. The ICRC reminded them of their 
obligations under the Third Geneva Convention until the 
last prisoner of war was liberated in June 1974.

V

The Missing and Dead in Armed Conflicts

The XXIInd International Conference of the 
Red Cross3

recognizing that one of the tragic consequences 
of armed conflicts is a lack of information 
on persons mis sing3 killed or deceased in 
captivity 3

complying with the humanitarian traditions 
of the Red Cross3 and with the spirit of the 
Geneva Conventions of 19493

calls on parties to armed conflicts3 during 
hostilities and after cessation of hostilities3 



to help locate and care for the graves of the 
dead* to facilitate the disinterment and re
turn of remains * and to provide information 
about those who arc missing in action* 
further calls on parties to armed conflicts to 
co-op er ate with Protecting Powers* with the 
ICRC and its Central Tracing Agency* and with 
such other appropriate bodies as may be 
established for this purpose* and in particular 
National Red Cross Societies * to accomplish 
the humanitarian mission of accounting for the 
dead and missing * including those belonging to 
third countries not parties to the armed 
conflict.

A special document (CPA/III/1) provides information 
on action taken pursuant to Resolutions V> XIII and XIV, 
all of which are closely related to the Diplomatic Con
ference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conf lies s.

YT

Review of Statutes of National Societies

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross*

considering that National Societies are recognized 
by the ICRC and admitted to the League after veri
fication, that their Statutes fulfil the conditions 
for recognition and admission* as laid down by 
international meetings of the Red Cross*

considering that National Societies shall always 
comply with the basic principles of the Red Cross 
movement in order to retain valid membership of 
the International Red Cross*

considering further that if the Statutes of a. 
National Society cease to be in conformity with 
the conditions for recognition and admission* 
that Society would lay itself open to question* 
decides that any Society wishing to change its 
Statutes on points relating to the conditions for 
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recognition and admission wil-Z submit such changes 
to the ICRC and the League, and witl take their 
recommendations into account.

To follow un this resolution, the ICRC and the League 
set up a joint Commission charged with examining the Statutes 
which National Societies might want to change on points 
concerning the conditions for recognition and admission.

Since the last International Conference of the Red 
Cross, this Commission held 12 meetings to examine proposed 
amendments to Statutes submitted to it by 19 National 
Societies and made recommendations in this respect.

The Commission also studied the applications for 
recognition and admission presented by five National So
cieties. The two Institutions agreed that for practical 
reasons it was simpler to entrust this task to that Commis
sion, rather than to another joint League-ICRC body. Three 
of these Societies have subsequently been recognized by the 
ICRC and files have been opened on ten or so other Societies 
which are in their formative stages.

Finally, the Commission was induced to examine certain 
cases where the activities of National Societies seriously 
infringed the Red Cross Principles or where they were para
lysed due to internal difficulties.

Even if this latter task were wider than the . letter 
as such of the terms of Teheran Resolution VI, it never
theless corresponded to the spirit of this resolution, in 
particular as set out in the second paragraph. Besides, 
already some years ago, the ICRC and the League had set up 
a study group to give consideration to such cases and had 
undertaken steps which had nroved useful in remedying the 
situations involved.

The Report on the Re-appraisal of the Pole of the 
Red Cross made various recommendations on the subject which 
will be studied by Commission II. A special report will there
fore be drafted and presented to the Conference on the work 
of the Joint ICRC-League Commission referred to above and 
on the scope of its terms of reference (CGO/IV.8/1) .
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VII

Co-operation with UNDRO

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross3 
following with interest the activities of the 
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co
ordinator (UNDRO) established following Resolution 
No. 2816 (XXVI) of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations for the purpose of mobilizing3 di
recting and co-ordinating relief assistance in 
cases of disaster 3

recognizing the role of governmental and non-govern
mental agencies and, in particular of the League of 
Red Cross Societies and the ICRC in disaster re
lief ana disaster relief preparedness.

aware of the active involvement of the UNDRO in the 
preparation and co-ordination of these activities 3 
recalling Resolution No. XXV adopted by the XXIst 
International Conference of the Red Cross held in 
Istanbul in 19693

noting with satisfaction the good co-operation al
ready existing between the UNDRO and notably the 
League of Red Cross Societies3

requests the League of Red Cross Societies3 the 
ICRC and National Societies to maintain and further 
strengthen their association with the UNDRO with a 
view to effecting closer co-operation and co-ordi
nation in this field.

The Relief Sector of the League has maintained its 
close association with UNDRO during its initial period of 
existence. This association is seen in several areas?

- joint disaster relief survey missions;
- exchange of information regarding action taken in re

lief operations;
- joint participation in conferences, seminars and 

special studies;
- briefing of UNDRO technical staff.

League relief delegates and UNDRO delegates have 
frequently collaborated on international relief operations. 
Survey missions were carried out in Turkey during the earth
quake of 1575 and in Portugal for the Angola returnees.

The exchange of information on relief operations is 
now an established procedure between the two organizations. 
All information received at the League is compared and 
shared with UNDRO prior to their and our press release..



This information is also used to avoid duplication in Geneva 
ancl in the field.

Special emphasis car. be placed on our participation 
in international and national meetings together with UNDRO. 
The South Pacific Seminar in Fiji was prepared with the 
collaboration of UNDRO. In Turkey and in Panama the League 
has participated in UNDRO seminars organised for UN Resident 
Representatives. Also, a close relationship was established 
with UNDRO during the preparations for the "Guidelines on 
Disaster Prevention and Preparedness” manual published 
conjointly with ESCAP arid VW,

UNDRO provides survey missions to Governments with 
the aid of special technical staff. Such missions are 
carried, out to assist Governments in preparedness and pre
vention methods. Those delegates are also briefed by the 
League on matters pertaining both to Government and to the 
Red Cross and are given any other information necessary to 
facilitate their mission.

Day-to-day contact with UNDRO is maintained by per
sonal calls, memoranda and telephone at all levels and by 
all Sectors of the League. A regular sharing of information 
has ensured a smoother co-ordination with the UN family 
in times of disaster.

The Operations Department of the ICRC has maintained 
regular contacts with the Geneva office of UNDRO to which 
it has systematically sent information of its relief actions. 
UNDRO is included in the list of those receiving the ICRC 
appeals and situation reports relating to the ICRC’s large- 
scale relief operations.

Although in principle UNDRO’s mandate is limited, to 
cases of natural disasters, there were two occasions on 
which it co-operated closely with the ICRC Relief Division?

- in 1974, when the ICRC began its action in aid of the 
victims of the Cyprus conflict, UNDRO approached several 
governments for financial contributions to the ICRC 
action?

- in 1975, UNDRO dispatched, several relief consignments to 
Luanda? these were distributed by ICRC delegates to per
sons forced to leave their homes by the conflict then 
raging in Angola.
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VIII

Relief Actions

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
Cross3

noting the report from the Conference Workshop 
on the aims and methods of relief operations in 
armed conflicts , held in Norway in August 1973, 
referring to Resolution No. XXVI entitled "Decla
ration of principles for international humani
tarian relief to the civilian population in disaster 
situations" approved at the XXIst International 
Conference of the Red Cross in Istanbul in 1969, 
mindful of the need to improve relief operations 
in cases of catastrophe, whether natural or man
made,

stressing the need to extend advance preparations 
for this purpose,

emphasizing that the primary responsibility rests 
with the national and loco.l authorities of the 
stricken country or territory,

emphasizing also the responsibility of the inter
national community to be prepared for assistance 
when this is called for by such national and 
local authorities,

recommends:

1. at the national and local levels, that 
preparations for relief be made through nation
al and local emergency plans, that arrange
ments be made for the establishment of revolving 
stocks and the planning for the mobilization
of supplies, that national and local personnel 
be trained to take part in relief operations, 
that preparations be made in the fields of 
medicine and of food and nutrition, including 
the collection of advance information on the 
public health situation and on food and dietary 
habits;

2. at the international level, that an appro
priate disaster relief plan be drawn up, 
that international centres for eduction and
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training of selected relief personnel be set 
up, that UNDRO and the International Red 
Cross, co-operating with other international 
agencies, should be the focal point in the 
main co-ordination of relief, including in 
particular the advance collection of infor
mation g enerally ,

requests the ICRC and the League to follow 
up the above recommendations,

I. The Disaster Preparedness Bureau has worked 
continuously in assisting National. Societies in updating 
existing disaster plans or in the establishment of such 
plans. Since, this Resolution was adopted, assistance with 
technical personnel has been provided to many Societies 
in the four Leaaue regions. These missions have lasted 
from two weeks to one year. A limitinn factor has been 
the lack of funds for the projects, the delegates's per
diera, travel cost and material. Notwithstanding this 
limitation, the Bureau has effected missions to Nepal, 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka,Bangladesh, Somalia, Nigeria, Cape 
Verde, Fl Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Panama, Venezuela, 
the Gambia, the South Pacific and South Fast Asia,
Some projects are still on-going. The drawing up of 
National Disaster Plans has been the priority in all cases, 
toaether with the training of personnel to carry out the 
plan. The necessity of basic relief material and equip
ment is ever present but other priorities have been 
emphasized. More Societies have had personal contact with 
disaster relief staff, providing the Sector with a better 
collection of written information and statistics. Fact Sheets 
giving basic information on the country and on the state 
of disaster nreparedness are now available for 35 countries. 
Therestablishment of such Fact Sheets has been possible 
due to our cooperation with CRS, TTCC, LWF and OXFAM.

The Relief Division of the ICRC has naturally taken 
a close interest in the work of the Disaster Preparedness 
Bureau,. ICRC delegates have taken part in seminars orga
nized by National Societies on subjects such as relief and 
first aid; they have given lectures on relief work and 
distributed teaching aids (e.g., first-aid manuals).

II. No disaster relief plan on an international basis 
has been made by the League but an informal working pro
cedure has been established with the UN and Voluntary 
Agencies. Our efforts have concentrated on National 
Disaster Plans. The training of international relief staff 
has continued on a regular basis and the League has now
at its disposal a well prepared course which vias successively 
given in Malaysia, Bulgaria, Canada, Sweden and Switzerland.
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Those courses will be maintained. The coordination of re
lief in major disasters is improving but requires constant 
work. UNDRO is gradually becoming the focal point for UM and 
governmental help in international operations. The League 
continues to be the focal point for Red Cross aid. Contact 
is maintained between the League and UNDRO as before, during 
and after disasters to compare, evaluate and adjust this 
working procedure.

Like the League, the ICRC has no overall plans for 
relief on an international basis. Nevertheless, the ICRC Re
lief Division has established a kind of data bank, incorpo
rating the card indexes created by the League, the data 
sheets issued by OFIAMT (1), special publications, and in
formation supplied by ICRC delegates in the field. The 
regional delegates have been instructed to send reports 
to ICRC headquarters on the countries in their regions.

The ICRC has taken a regular and active part in 
training relief personnel, either within its own training 
programme (courses at Cartignv), or by sending representa
tives to training seminars organized by the League and by 
some of the national Societies (e.g., in Malaysia, Canada 
and Finland).

The central role of the Red Cross in co-ordinating 
relief operations has often fallen to the ICRC, either 
alone or jointly with the League, during relief actions 
for the victims of armed conflicts in Indo-China, the Middle 
East, Cyprus, Angola, Timor, Chile, Lebanon, etc. Over 
the last few years, the ICRC has greatly improved and 
modernized its working procedures in this field, parti
cularly in respect of appeals for funds from National 
Societies and governments, in keeping donors informed, in 
recruiting expert personnel (medical teams), in shipping 
relief supplies and in compiling reports on distribution. 
To make its medical aid even more effective and to ensure 
close collaboration with National Societies in this sphere, 
it set up its own medical division at the beginning of 
1977.

(1) "Office fédéral (suisse) de l’industrie, des arts et 
métiers et du travail" (Swiss federal bureau of industry, 
crafts and trades, and labour).
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IX

Promotion of the Red Cross Image through

out the World

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
Cro ss,

consider ing that the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Red Lion and Sun movement is, through its 
principles and action, entirely at the service 
of suffering and needy humanity,

believing that the aims of the Red Cross move
ment can be achiev ed only with the active support 
of individuals and peoples,

considering that humanity ’ s needs., both in time, 
of peace and in time of war, require the mobili
zation on a permanent basis not only of Red 
Cross forces and resources but also those of the 
whole community,

considering further that better knowledge of Red 
Cross principles and action will promote its 
dev elopment and ability to serve, and that 
public acceptance of such principles and action 
has a decisive influence on the movement's 
future,

observ ing the constantly incr easing importance 
of the mass media in this connection as a 
means of reaching and educating the public,

notes with satisfaction the increasingly close 
co-op eration between the ICRC, the League 
and National Societies in the promotion of a 
Red Cross public image which, whilst reflecting 
the r espectiv e roles of each, portrays the 
movement’s unity,

urges National Societies to increase their 
efforts in the field of information and public 
relations, on which the dev elopment of their 
human and material resources, and hence of 
their activities, depends to an increasing degree, 
appeals to governments and to all other public 
institutions to support by every means at their 
disposal the efforts of National Societies in 
the fields of publicity and information and, 
whenever it is in their power to do so, to pro
mote access by the Red Cross - at both national
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and international- level - to the mass media, 
for the furtherance of humanitarian activities 
in periods of crisis and in normal times.

On the basis of the preambular paragraphs of this 
resolution, unanimously adopted by the XXIInd International 
Conference of the Red Cross in Teheran, and at the request of 
the Chairman of the League Board of Governors, a four-year 
plan (1974=1978) was launched. It has ten objectives (Annex 1) 
directed at strengthening the means available to the Red 
Cross organizations, both nationally and internationally in 
the fields of information and Public Relations.

These objectives approved by the Committee of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, as well as by the League Executive 
Committee at its 90th Session, in 1974, constitute a solid 
basis for the PROMOTION OF THE RED CROSS IMAGE THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD. The first concrete results are more especially re
lated to four of them.

I. EXPANSION OF THE INFORMATION-PUBLIC RELATIONS
INFRASTRUCTURE WITHIN NATIONAL SOCIETIES (Objective I)

At present 113 National 
Societies (79 in 1973) have an 
Information-Public Relations 
Service or an officer in charge 
of these matters at the national 
level.

These positive results 
must still be further improved. 
It is not only vital for each 
Society to have a sound Infor
mation and Public Relations 
infrastructure at national level, 
but this must also be extended 
to departmental and local levels. 
It is only with such a network 
that the Red Cross will be in a 
position to put its points over 
to public opinion.

- 37 National Societies in 
Africa and the Middle East

- 24 in North and South America

- 23 in Asia and Oceania

- 29 in Europe

. 40 of which have a Public
Relations and Information 
Service or Commission, and

. 52 an officer

In addition the leaders of

. 13 National Societies are, 
among other activities, 
responsible for Information.
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II. ORGANIZATION OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL MEETINGS
OF HEADS OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, INFORMATION AMO 
FUND-RAISING SERVICES OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES 
(Objective II)

In order to encourage collaboration and the exchange 
of ideas and experience between National Societies, the League 
Secretariat and the ICRC have taken the initiative, since 
1967, of organizing meetings, at regular intervals, for 
the heads of information and public relations services of all 
the Red Cross bodies. The fourth general meeting was due to 
take place in Geneva in 1976. In the end, the League and the 
ICRC decided to postpone convening this fourth session and to 
concentrate their efforts first of all on organizing regional 
technical meetings, a more economic and rational plan, since 
each particular area of the world has its own specific needs 
and methods. Three of these regional meetings were held bet
ween the Twenty-second and the Twenty-third International Con
ference of the Red Cross.

The first, in Paraguay in 1^7^, and the second, in 
Hexico in 1976, were arranged for the heads of Information, 
Public Relations and Fund-Raising Services of the National 
Societies of Latin America.

The third meeting, in Senegal in 1977, was organized 
for those in charge of information in the National Societies 
of about a dozen French-speaking African countries.

The League and the ICRC are continuing their efforts 
to induce National Societies to arrange similar meetings in 
Asia and in Europe.

III. RED CROSS INFORMATION IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
( Obj ective IX) '

Experience has shown abundantly that disasters, whether 
natural or man-made, have a considerable impact on world 
public opinion. Consequently, the information published by the 
Red Cross concerning its operations of protection and assistance 
for victims has a vital part to play.

Here a twofold effort was made: firstly, to let National 
Societies have regularly and with all possible speed; written 
an audio-visual information on the development of relief actions; 
secondly, to associate the mass media to an increasing extent 
with the humanitarian action of the Red Cross to make them 
feel more involved.

A summary League action for information in emergencies 
between 1973 and 1976, is given below:
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- field assignment of 15 journalists (Bangladesh 2r 
Guatemala 2, Italy 1, Philippines and Indonesia, Sahel 5, 
Turkey 1 and Viet Nam 3), who sent in news, articles, 
photographs and recordings
- despatch to National Societies of more than 
25,000 photographs and 2,500 slides covering most 
relief actions undertaken in the said period;
- the production of film footage, short-length and 
documentary films (Algeria 1, Guatemala 4, Portugal 2, 
Romania, Sahel 3, Turkey 2 and Viet Nam 1) in co
operation with television services and film pro
duction undertakings ;
- the recording and publication of several hundred 
interviews, news releases, flashes and articles for 
National Societies and the mass media.

The ICRC has taken similar steps during the major 
crises it has had to face during the past few years? the 
Israel-Arab conflict in 1973, the Cyprus war in 1974, Viet Nam 
and Angola in 1975, and Lebanon in 1976. In each of these 
situations, it sent out one or more of its press attachées 
accompanied by a photographer, partly to gather information 
to send to the donors of relief supplies and funds, especially 
the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, partly 
to act as ICRC spokesmen to the International press. It has 
been found by experience, in fact, that it was indispensable 
for reporters on the spot and special correspondents to be 
able to talk to someone who had experience in dealing with the 
press and who also possessed an intimate knowledge of the 
principles and activities of the ICRC. On completion of 
these missions, a large quantity of reports, articles, photos, 
recordings, films, etc., was sent to all the National Societies 
and to the major donors.

Looking back, it may be said that the international 
press has given very favourable and extensive coverage to the 
ICRC's activities throughout the world, thus proving that 
the measures taken to associate the press with the Red Cross 
mandate of protection and assistance have been beneficial.

In conclusion, the active support of the media 
in periods of emergency has enabled knowledge of the activities 
and principles of action of the Red Cross to be spread all 
over the world, without disguising the difficulties and, at 
times, the failures. The latter, in any case, are usually as 
much the failures of the international community as of the 
Red Cross. In that sense, it may be said that, over recent 
years, the large-scale operations carried out have had the 
effect of enhancing the Red Cross image. It has also been
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demonstrated, if such a demonstration were still needed, that 
the members composing the International Red Cross form a closely- 
knit body, particularly to promote the image of the Red Cross 
in the world. : . 1 .

IV. WORLD RED CROSS DAY (Objective X)

It is encouraging to note that there is constant pro
gress in recent years in the initiatives taken by virtually 
all National Societies and in their participation in the 
commemoration of World Red Cross Day. The themes in this re
spect? "You and vour environment: priority for Red Cross", 
"Give blood....Save life", "Red Cross is Young" and "Ped 
Cross: Peace through people" have had a great impact on public 
opinion.

Moreover, the documentation kit prepared by the I.eague 
Secretariat places even more emphasis on audio-visual items. 
Each year National Societies not only receive posters, photo
graphs, slides, television spots and radio programmes, but, 
also a film coproduced by the Bulgarian and Hungarian Red 
Cross Societies and the League, which is one of the most 
striking ways of arousing public interest in our Movement.

*********
In addition, the League Secretariat
- has invited National Societies in its circular of 

October 1974 to make a great promotion effort centred on Ob
jectives III and V. The results recorded so far are based on 
some thirty replies. They give some information on the 
initiatives taken by Societies, more especially concerning 
their approach to the mass media.

Further steps should be taken to ensure that Information 
and Public Relations experts are more closely associated with 
Red Cross action in these spheres and give it the benefit of 
their experience and relations, both internationally and 
nationally.

- has sent a Guide to Fund Raising to all National 
Societies. Published by the Secretariat in English, French
and Spanish, it was drawn up by a group of Public Relations and 
Fund Raising experts (Objective ITIb). This document is aimed 
at helping Societies with the organisation of their fund 
raising campaigns at the national, regional and local levels.

A similar group will be set up to draw up a Guide 
to Red Cross membership recruitment.
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- has organized an advisory mission (Objective IX b) 
where a member of the Information Bureau examined - with the 
representatives of three African National Societies (namely 
Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta) - the Information infrastructure 
of these Societies and the measures required to strengthen 
it within existing resources.

Finally, the Secretariat is continuing with its 
efforts aimed at: . ,i

··' vl ' ' ■ . ' . : t " S '■ ■ X . .

- establishing an Information and Public Relations 
Commission in other continents and more specifreally‘in Africa, 
like the one formed in Latin America in 1971 (Objective VI);

- securing more space-for the humanitarian photo
graph and film in the mass media and at major events, such as 
photographic exhibitions and film festivals. In this respect, 
the International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films
in Varna has been internationally recognized by the competent 
bodies and has assumed significant proportions. The Vllth 
held in June 1977 had more than 300 films screened. Without 
doubt this Festival makes a valuable contribution towards the 
promotion of the Red Cross image throughout the world.
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ANNEXE=I

PROMOTION OF THE RED CROSS IMAGE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD:

TEN OBJECTIVES TO BE ACHIEVED BY THE END OF

1978-

I. Enlarge and strengthen Public Relations and Information 
services, as well as the scope of their activities
and the means at their disposal.

II. Develop the exchange of ideas and experiences through 
regular regional and general meetings.

III. a) Create a "Panel of Experts” in Public Relations and
Information, mainly composed of non-Red Cross per
sonalities.

b) Create one or more Red Cross expert committees or 
working parties on specific technical subjects.

IV. Familiarise Red Cross leaders and members with Public 
Relations and Information matters, to make them more 
aware of the importance of these subjects.

V. Increase the co-operation of the League with professional 
international Public Relations and Information institutions.

VI. Create for each continent a small Public Relations and 
Information committee of experts, similar to the Inter
American Committee for Public Relations, Information, 
Publicity and Fund Raising.

VII. Encourage the production of information material on a 
regional and linguistic basis.

VIII. Establish an "extraordinary fund” to finance the donation 
of equipment and information material to developing 
Societies.

IX. a) Create, within the Information Bureau, a special
Relief Information post to ensure liaison with National 
Societies and other donors - ensure the financing 
of the "Information coverage" of international relief 
actions.

b) Organise "advisory missions” to be carried out by 
Information Bureau or National Society staff, in par
ticular, to developing Societies.

c) Give greater importance to World Red Cross Day, which 
should be considered one of the most striking means of 
publicity available to the Red Cross movement.
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X

Elimination of Racial Discrimination
1

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
Cross 3

conscious of the absolute necessity to safeguard 
the Principles and Declarations of the Red Cross* 
and to maintain its image in the eyes of the 
public*

desirous of interpreting through action the humani
tarian principles proclaimed by International Con
ferences of the Red Cross*

aware of the fact that the Red Cross can be a major 
contributing factor to world peace*

condemns all forms of racism and racial discrimi
nation at all levels and which might occur within. 
National Red Cross Societies *

congratulates the Board of Governors of the League 
of Red Cross Societies and its Chairman for having 
set up a working group to study "The Role of the 
Red Cross in the Elimination of Racism and Racial 
Discrimination"*

invites the ICRC* the League of Red Cross Societies 
and National Red Cross Societies to implement the 
Plan of Action as approved■by the Board of Gover
nors of the League and by the Council of Delegates.

In this resolution the International Conference in- 
vites the ICRC, the League of Red Cross Societies and National 
Societies to implement the Plan of Action as approved by the 
Board of Governors of the League and by the Council of Dele
gates .

Inter alia, the plan of action provides that the 
League should set up within itself a specialist body of a 
permanent character. It would be charged with examining the 
reports of National Societies concerning the struggle against 
racial discrimination and all matters related to Ped Cross 
action in this sphere. For financial and budgetary reasons, 
this permanent body could not be set up. The Secretary General 
asked the Deputy Secretary General and his Special Adviser 
for international relations to follow this question closely.

A joint League-ICRC working group was set up to 
examine the practical follow—up to be given to this plan of 
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action. It was decided to send three letters to National 
Societies:

1) A League-ICRC joint letter of 22 July 1974 re
calling the resolution of the Council of Dele
gates and enclosing the Plan of Action in its 
final for?!. National Societies were in particular 
invited to make known their views on the best 
way of implementing this plan of action.

2) A letter from the League Secretary General under 
date 31 July 1974, indicating the measures taken 
or planned by the League to carry out the tasks 
expressly entrusted to it and requesting the close 
cooperation of National Societies in this regard.

3) A letter dated 10 June 1975 from the ICRC speci
fying its action.

Despite the joint efforts of the ICRC and the League, 
a small number of National Societies replied to these different 
circular letters. Some National Societies pprove the League's 
policy, whilst stressing that there is no discrimination what
ever within their Societies. Others have made a more detailed 
study of the situation and have mentioned some concrete 
examples of activities in line with the fundamental principles 
of the Red Cross and therefore in opposition to all forms of 
discrimination. Some are prepared to include a specific point 
on this question in their new Statutes, whereas others do not 
see the need of incorporating an article on racial discrimi
nation since they have adopted the fundamental principles of 
the Red Cross, which reject all forms of discrimination.

In this respect it should be stressed that the League 
and the ICRC have jointly submitted a report on the follow-up 
given to the plan of action of the Red Cross in the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination to the Council of 
Delegates at its meeting in Geneva on 24 and 25 October 1975 
(CD/6/1), in compliance with the resolution adopted by the 
Council of Delegates at Teheran in 1973.

In addition, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross presented a working document to the Council of Delegates 
at Geneva in 1975 (CD/6/2). It in the main covers the questions 
evoked in the Plan of Action which come within its specific 
competence.

An item of the agenda of the XXXIVth Session of the 
Board of Governors of the League covers the struggle against 
racialism and racial discrimination, meaning that a report 
will be submitted by the League.
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If certain suggestions were to emerge from the dis
cussion, would it not be advisable to reinforce the implemen
tation of the Plan of Action by possibly

a) sending a further joint appeal to all National 
Societies

b) requesting the ICP.C and the League to strengthen 
their cooperation with the most adequate means
in support of the efforts of National Societies, in 
particular in their approaches to their respective 
Governments.

XI

The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

The' XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross, 
convincd that for the implementation of the taste, 
entrusted to the Red Cross, of protecting human 
health and life, of preventing human suffering, of 
establishing mutual understanding, friendship, 
cooperation and lasting peace among nations, it 
is necessary further to develop and strengthen the 
role of the International Red Cross as a factor in 
world peace,

expressing its deep concern with the sufferings■of 
peoples in a number of areas of the world where 
armed conflicts, occupation of territories, racial 
discrimination and genocide still take place, 
welcoming the efforts and processes aimed at the 
relaxation of tension and the strengthening of world 
peace,

declares its support of the activities of the United 
Nations and other international organizations in 
strengthening peace in the world,

calls upon gov eminent s to be guided, in international 
relations, by the ideals of peace, equality, and good 
neighbour policy based on the principles of peaceful 
co-existence,

appeals to governments to continue their efforts to 
achieve agreements on arms race limitation and dis
armament,
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recommends that the issue of further dev elopment 
and the strengthening of the rote of the Inter
national Red Cross as a factor of world peace be 
included in the study on the reappraisal of the 
role of the Red Cross3

calls upon the ICRC3 the League and the National 
Societies to intensify their actions for peace, 
human rights and basic freedoms and to undertake 
in coop eration with governments further actions 
for wider dissemination among the public of the 
humanitarian ideas of the Red Cross.

A special report has been prepared on the action 
taken on this resolution. Reference may be made to this report 
(CGO/II/2).

XII

Implementation and Dissemination of the

Geneva Cony entions

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross3

convinced that, in a world torn by violence, there 
is a pressing need for a widespread dissemination 
of and instruction in the Geneva Conventions3 as 
an expression of basic Red Cross principles, and 
hence a factor for peace,

aware that, owing to its educational nature, such 
dissemination and instruction is particularly 
important among the armed forces and youth, 
recalling the resolutions on the subject of dis
semination adopted by previous International Con
ferences of the Red Cross and in particular Reso
lution No. XXI of the XXth International Conference 
held at Vienna in 1965,

noting with gratification the work already 
accomplished in the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions by some governments, numerous National 
Societies and the ICRC3

calls upon governments and National Societies to 
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intensify their efforts with a view, on the one 
hand, to making known to the population as a whole 
the basic principles of the Red Cross and inter
national humanitarian law by all effective means 
available to competent authorities at all levels, 
and on the other hand, to imparting clear concepts 
regarding the Geneva Conv entions to specialized 
spheres such as the armed forces, civil administra
tions, institutes of higher learning, the medical 
and para-medical professions , etc,

appeals to governments and National Societies, 
to inform the ICRC regularly of their achieve- 
ments and their projects, in order that it may 
centralize all information on the dissemination 
of, and instruction in, the Geneva Conventions in 
the world, \r

request the ICRC to support the efforts of 
governments and National Societies in their dis
semination of and instruction in the Geneva Con
ventions by:

(a) preparing information material suited to the 
spheres and areas it is proposed to reach 
(specialized and popular publications in various 
languages, posters, slides and films),

(b) advising National Societies who so wish re
garding the establishment of their plans of 
action in this field,

(c) systematically making the achievements of 
governments and National Societies in the dis
semination of, and the instruction in, the 
Geneva Conventions known in its reports and 
publications,

(d) itself organizing, or participating in, seminars 
for the training of specialists in internatio
nal humanitarian law,

asks the ICRC also to examine the desirability and 
possibility of convening an ad hoc Conference on 
dissemination and instruction of the Geneva Con
ventions which would enable governments and Nation
al Societies to compare their respective experiences 
and devise new methods of action,

request gov ernments and National Societies to cooperate 
fully with the ICRC in its efforts to bring about 
wider dissemination of, and effective instruction 
in, the Geneva Conventions,

thanks the ICRC for its action, since the XXIst 
International Conference, in giving the dissemination 
of, and instruction in, the Geneva Conventions a
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fresh impetus and for the support it has lent 
National Societies and governments.

Two reports describing 
solution will be presented. One 
describe all the actions to spread 
Conventions (CPA/IV,3c/l). The other, 
he Polish Red Cross and the ICRÇ, will 
he European seminar on dissemination of knowledge of the 

^eneva Conventions (CPA/IV.3c/2).

the follow-up to this re- 
of them, by the I CPC, will 

knowledge of the Geneva 
drafted jointly by 

give an account of■P -|J C

A ·

XIII

leaffirmation and Development of Inter

national Humanitarian Law applicable

in Armed Conflicts

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross,

conscious that armed conflicts continue to cause 
untold human suffering and material devastation, 
convinced that the parties to all such conflicts 
need humanitarian rules designed to reduce the 
suffering as much as possible and to increase in 
the same way the protection of non-combatants and 
civilian objects,

aware that many modern means and methods of war
fare have added to the need for a reaffirmation 
and development of present laws and customs appli
cable in armed conflicts,

confirming the dedication to these questions of 
the International Conferences of the Red Cross, 
recalling, in particular, Resolution No. XIII of 
the XXIst International Conference of the Red 
Cross,

noting, also, the successive resolutions adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
the item "Human Rights in Armed Conflicts", 
the latest being Resolution 3032 (XXVII), adopted 
on 18 December 197 2,
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welcoming the draft Additional Protocols to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949, prepared by the ICRC 
after thorough consultations with government ex
perts, particularly during conferences in Geneva 
in 1971 and 197 2,

welcoming, further, the report presented by the 
ICRC on Weapons that may cause Unnecessary Suffering 
or have Indiscriminate Effects ,

welcoming the decision of the Swiss Federal Council 
to convoke a Diplomatic Conference for the purpose 
of reaffirming and developing international humani
tarian law applicable in armed conflicts,

considering that the draft Additional Protocols offer 
an excellent basis for discussion at the Diplomatic 
Conference,

expresses appreciation to the ICRC for the ex
tensive work it has performed,

urges all governments to participate in the Diplo
matic Conference ,

urges the Diplomatic Conference to consider inviting 
national liberation movements recognized by regio
nal intergovernmental organizations to participate 
in its work as observers in accordance with United 
Nations practice,

appeals to all governments to recognize their own 
long-term interests in humanitarian rules, which 
respond to the urgent needs to alleviate the suf
fering brought about by modern armed conflicts and, 
the need to protect non-combatants in such conflicts 
and, for this purpose, to make use of this Diplo
matic Conference to achieve substantial humani
tarian gains,

appeals to all the participants at the Diplomatic 
Conference to be held in Geneva to do all in their 
power by co-operation and fruitful negotiations to 
secure the widest and swiftest adoption of the two 
Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 
1949, as instruments of international humanitarian 
law effective on a universal basis.

A special document (CPA III/l) will give details 
of the action taken on resolutions V, XIII and XIV, all 
of which are closely related to the Diplomatic Conference 
on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts.
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XT 7

Prohibition or Restriction of Use of Cer

tain Weapons

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cros s,

recalling that the right of parties to a conflict 
to adopt means of injuring the enemy ■is not un
limited,

recalling, in particular, those rules of inter
national law which prohibit the use of arms, pro
jectiles or material likely to cause unnecessary 
suffering and those rules of international law 
which require the protection of civilians, 
confirming the views expressed by the Internatio
nal Conferences of the Red Cross in Resolution 
No. XXVIII (1965) regarding the Protection of 
Civilian Populations against the Dangers of In
discriminate Warfare, and Resolution No. XIV 
(1969) regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction, by 
the International Conference on Human Rights in 
Teheran in Resolution XXIII (1968) regarding 
Human Rights in Armed Conflicts and by the United 
Nations General Assembly in Resolution 2932 
(XXVII-1972) regarding Napalm and other Incendiary 
Weapons,

endorsing, in particular, the view expressed in 
1 97 2 by the United Nations General Assembly in 
Resolution 2932 (XXVII) that the widespread use 
of many weapons and the emergence of new methods 
.of warfare that cause unnecessary suffering or 
are indiscriminate call urgently for renewed 
efforts by governments to seek, through legal 
means, the prohibition or restriction of the use 
of such weapons and of indiscriminate and cruel 
methods of warfare and, if possible, through 
measures of disarmament, the elimination of 
specific, especially cruel or indiscriminate, 
weapons,

noting that consistent with its work for the 
reaffirmation and dev elopment of humanitarian 
law the ICRC has continued to devote attention 
to the question of weapons which may cause un
necessary suffering or have indiscriminate effects, 
welcomes the proposals which the ICRC is submitting 
to the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation 
and Development of International Humanitarian Law
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applicable in Armed Conflicts for rules concer
ning the prohibition of the use of weapons which 
are likely to cause unnecessary suffering and 
methods and means of combat which have indis
criminate effects,

welcomes further, the factual report elaborated 
by an international group of experts under the 
auspices of the ICRC on Weapons that May Cause 
Unnecessary Suffering or Have Indiscriminate 
Effects, covering, inter alia, high velocity 
projectiles, blast and fragmention weapons, time
delay weapons and napalm and other incendiary 
weapons,

endorses the conclusion of the report that inter
governmental review and action is called for 
regarding specific types of weapons dealt with 
in the report,

urges the Diplomatic Conference-without prejudice 
to its work .on the two draft Protocols submitted 
by the ICRC-to begin consideration at its 1974 
session of the question of the prohibition or 
restriction of the use of conventional weapons 
which may cause unnecessary suffering or have 
indiscriminate effects,

invites the ICRC to call in 1974 a conference 
of government experts to study in depth the 
question of prohibition or restriction of the 
use of conventional weapons which may cause un
necessary suffering or have indiscriminate 
effects and to transmit a report on the work, of 
the conference to all governments participating 
in the Diplomatic Conference with a view to 
assisting them in their further deliberations.

A special document (CPA/III/1) will give details of 
the action taken on Resolutions V, XIII and XIV, all three of 
which are closely related to the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law applicable in Armed Conflicts.
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XV

Reinforcement in the Additional Protocols

of the role of National Societies

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross,

having received the views of the Board of Governors 
of the League, which held its XXXIInd Session in 
Teheran in November 1973, to the effect that the 
two draft Additional Protocols to the Geneva Con
ventions do not make sufficient reference to the 
role which must fall to National Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies as well as 
to their Federation in. humanitarian activities 
for armed conflict victims,

having examined the two draft Additional Proto
cols and taken note of the comments made during 
the debates,

requests the Diplomatic Conference to be held in 
Geneva in 1974, to introduce the appropriate 
prov isions to strengthen the role and facilitate 
the humanitarian activities of National Societies 
and of their Federation, for example by adding

1. a general provision inviting the parties to a 
conflict to grant National Societies all the means 
and help required to enable them to carry out
all their humanitaria.\ activities on behalf of 
the victims of armed conflicts,

2. special provisions covering the personnel, I 
services and programmes National Societies are in - 
a position to provide in order to make sure
that the obgectives of the Geneva Conventions 
and of the Protocols are attained.

One of the first steps taken by the League Secretariat 
to follow up this resolution was at the beginning of 1974 to 
invite all National Societies to get into touch with the 
governmental delegations - which would participate in the 
Diplomatic Conference on the reaffirmation and development of 
international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts - 
to obtain support for the draft provisions adopted in Teheran 
regarding the strengthening; of the role and activities of 
National Societies and their Federation.
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These new draft provisions of and amendments to the 
Protocols were of quite special interest to National Societies 
and the League, in particular concerning the following points:

- Work out draft general provisions for insertion 
into Protocols I and II so that the High Contracting 
Parties would facilitate and encourage the humani
tarian activities of National Red Cross Societies 
and the international institutions of the Red Cross 
in time of armed conflicts.

- Give National Societies the opportunity of offering 
their services to the competent authorities for 
the recruitment and training of qualified personnel 
capable of ensuring the application of the Geneva 
Conventions and the Protocols (Article 6 of Proto
col I) .

- Permit relief societies and in particular National 
Red Cross Societies to give care and assistance
to the wounded and sick (Article 17 of Protocol I).

- Work out a new draft text stipulating that the 
Parties to a conflict and all High Contracting 
Parties having adhered to the Conventions and Proto
cols should encourage and facilitate Red Cross 
relief actions undertaken by National Red Cross 
Societies, the International■Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies in 
accordance with the Principles and Rules adopted
by International Conferences of the Red Cross 
(Article 62 of Protocol I).

The Diplomatic Conference on the reaffirmation and de
velopment of international humanitarian law applicable in armed 
conflicts held three sessions at Geneva in 1974, 1975 and 1976 
respectively. On average some 600 representatives of 128 States 
parties to the Geneva Conventions participated. About 40 leaders 
of around 35 National Societies took part in theses sessions 
as members of the governmental delegations of their respective 
countries. This confirms the keen interest taken over several 
years by these National Societies in the development of inter
national humanitarian law and more especially in strengthening 
the humanitarian role and activities of National Societies and 
their Federation.

From the beginning of the Diplomatic Conference, re- - 
presentatives of these National Societies, members of the League 
delegation and ICRC experts met as a working group to prepare 
certain draft amendments on the basis of the recommendations 
adopted in Teheran, and to have them sponsored and supported 
by governmental delegations. During the three sessions, the
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working group held some 30 meetings. It should be noted that 
the Conference gave the representatives of the League the 
status of experts authorised to present verbally or in writing 
statements on all matters related to the humanitarian activities 
of its members, statements to be submitted to the Conference 
for consideration. ... , . ¿1.' . .f,

At the end of the second session of the Diplomatic 
Conference (1975), one of its Committees adopted a draft-ar
ticle entitled "Activities of the Red Cross and other humani
tarian organizations"?

"ARTICLE 70 his - ACTIVITIES OF THE RED CROSS', AND, OTHER

HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS

1. The parties to the conflict shall grant to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross all facilities within 
their power so as to. enable it to carry out the humanitarian 
role assigned to it-by the Conventions and the present Proto
col in order to ensure; protection and assistance to the victims 
of conflicts; the International Committee of the Red Cross
may also carry out any other humanitarian activities in favour 
of these victims, subject to the consent of the Parties to the 
conflict concerned.

2. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to their re
spective Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations 
the facilities necessary for them to carry out their humanitarian 
activities in favour of the victims of the conflict, in accor
dance with the provision of the Conventions and the present 
Protocol and the fundamental Principles of the Red Cross as 
formulated by the International Conferencesof the Red Cross.

3. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the 
conflict shall facilitate in every possible way the assistance 
which Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations 
and the League of Red Cross Societies will extend to the 
victims of conflicts in accordance with the provisions of the 
Conventions and the present Protocol and with the fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross as formulated by the International 
Conferences of the Red Cross.

4. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the 
conflict will make as far as possible similar facilities as 
those mentioned i,n paragraph 2 and paragraph 3 available to
the other humanitarian organizations referred to in the Con
ventions and the present Protocol which are duly authorized 
by the respective Parties to the conflict and are performing 
their humanitarian activities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Conventions and the present Protocol.”
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The adoption of this article is most encouraging for 
the Red Cross as a whole and meets the recommendations put 
forward by the XXIInd International Conference and the XXXIInd 
Session of the League Board of Governors (Teheran, November 
1973), and recalled by the Executive Committee at its 90th 
Session (Geneva, October 1974).

Concerning the specific provisions recommended in 
Resolution No» XV/73 of the International Conference of the 
Red Cross, certain additions and amendments to the Draft Proto
cols have been adopted by the respective Committees of the 
Diplomatic Conference. They are centred on qualified personnel, 
definitions of health personnel, the field of application of 
the Protocol, the role of the civilian population and of 
relief societies, the missing and the reunion of dispersed 
families.

The Diplomatic Conference will held its fourth 
session from April to June 1977, It is planned to examine draft 
articles of direct interest to the Red Cross, such as those 
covering relief for the civilian population in the two 
Additional Protocols.

This whole matter is the subject of a special report, 
updated in the light of the results of the fourth session of the 
Diplomatic Conference (CPA/III/2).

XVI

Community Services

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
Crossj

aware of and appreciating the existing cooperation and 
working relationships between National Societies3 their 
governments3 the UN Specialized Agencies and non
governmental organizations3

noting that National Red Cross Societies act as 
auxiliaries to the public authorities3 that they 
have the mission to cooperate in the fields of 
health and social development at all levels of the 
community3 and that they can call on the help of 
large numbers of volunteers3



33 -

considering the need better to coordinate all 
available assistance for more meaningful results 
of the services provided by National Societies 3

recommends-

1. that National Societies call on governments 
to give continuous attention to the UN Reso
lutions 1580 (L) of the Economic and Social 
Council and 2626 of the UN General Assembly 
and to involve National Societies at all 
levels in the planning and participation in 
"country programming",

2. that National Societies seek through their 
gov ernments closer cooperation and support 
of the UN Dev elopment Programme and Specia
lized Agencies such as WHO3 ILO3 UNESCO, FAO, 
WFP and UNICEF3 thus strengthening collaboration 
between governments, UN Agencies and the Red 
Cross,

3. that all gov ernments give every possible 
support to the Red Cross to increase its 
potential of assisting in the social develop
ment of its country,

4. that governments take into account Red Cross 
experience when drawing up national develop
ment plans so as to ensure co-ordinated 
efforts and positive results for all concerned,

5. that those international and non-govemmental 
organizations and foundations which are able 
to do so assist the Red Cross in carrying out 
its Dev elopment Programme with the partici
pation of all, thus expressing their solidari
ty with peoples of all ages in all countries.

I. · TECHNICAL SERVICES

This resolution is not addressed directly to the 
Secretariat of the League. As is clear from its substance, 
it is intended for National Societies, Governments and inter
national foundations and organisations, both governmental 
and non-governmental, with the aim of encouraging closer 
collaboration. Nevertheless the Technical Services of the League 
find in it encouragement to pursue and intensify their 
efforts to enhance the capacity of National Societies to 
elaborate and actually provide Community Services.
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In the four years which have elapsed since the Teheran 
Conference, Technical Services have;

- organised the work of the XVth and XVIth Sessions 
of the Health and Social Service Advisory Com
mittee, and that of the XXIInd and XXIIIrd 
Sessions of the Nursing Advisory Committee around 
problems effecting the community and the means
of solving them?

- strengthened their relationship with such United 
Nations agencies as WHO, UNICEF, ILO and ICEM, 
and tried to ensure that co-operation is not re
stricted to the international level, but is a 
reality at the national level, with local and regio
nal representatives and National Red Cross Socie
ties working together?

- increased their efforts to help National Societies 
to play their proper part in the kind of joint 
action needed to deal with the health situation, 
whose precarious state is constantly being stressed 
by the responsible authorities of specialised inter
national organisations?

- organised or participated in meetings of National 
Societies dealing with either the specific aspects 
of Community Services or the approach in generals

- Barnett Hill ; European Regional Red Cross Nursing
(U.K.)
Theme

Seminar.
; "Discovering and meeting the needs 

of the people."
- Jakarta : Asian Red Cross Nursing Seminar.

(Indonesia)
Theme ; "Red Cross Nursing and its relevance 

to Asian communities."
- Managua ; Technical Seminar of Central and

(Nicaragua)
Theme

North American National Societies. 
; "Health and Social Well-being."

Bogota
(Colombia)

; Latin-Amoricpn Nursing Seminar.

Theme ; "The Red Cross as auxiliary to the 
Government in Community Health pro
grammes."

Bois-Larris ; Meeting of Officers responsible for
(France) Social Welfare of European National 

Red Cross Societies.
Theme ; Analysis of the final report; "An Agen

da for Red Cross."
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Ouagadougou
(Upper Volta)
Theme

Manila
(Philippines)
Theme

Hamburg
(F.R.G.)
Theme

Ysselvliedt
(Netherlands)
Theme

prepared documents 
draw up programmes

Regional Red Cross

"Health and Social

Evaluation Session

Training Institute

Welfare."

on Red Cross
Community Welfare Work.
"The Role of Red Cross today in 
Community Welfare Work."
Vlth Red Cross Seminar on Social 
Welfare.
"Community Services carried out by 
the National Societies - integrated 
approach to the problems of the 
Community."
Second European Regional Red Cross 
Nursing Seminar.
"Training Nursing personnel to meet 
the needs of people."

for National Societies to help them 
to meet community needs.

- The Guide on Community Red Cross Work (1974)

~ Nursing and Community Health (1974)

and widen their approach to community problemss

- Social Welfare Activities of National Societies 
(1974) .

II. REGIONAL SERVICES

The relations between the Red Cross and United Nations 
Agencies have been evoked several times by leaders of National 
Societies. It has all along been recognised that these Societies 
stand to gain from closer co-operation; This question has fre
quently been raised at regional institutes and groups, seminars, 
training courses, etc. and the participants have been strongly 
encouraged to promote such relations. To help Societies in this 
context, the Regional Services Bureau has published the "Guide 
for National Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies 
on their collaboration at the national level with the offices 
of the United Nations system" - a document which has met with 
the approval of United Nations Agencies. The latter have more
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over instructed their personnel to co-operate with National 
Societies along the lines of the recommendations contained in 
the Guide. The League has urged Societies to participate in 
country programming. This Guide was prepared by an ad hoc 
working Committee under the chairmanship of the League Re
presentative with the United Nations and composed of members 
of UNDP, UNICEF and of different non-governmental organisations 
in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC).

In this connection, the League Secretariat has 
distributed to National Societies a document published by 
the United Nations Children’s Fund, under the title "Current 
Policies and Working Methods of UNICEF", an organisation with 
which we co-operate closely. A number of Societies have let 
us have details on their relations with UNICEF.

In another context, National Societies have had their 
bonds with their Governments strengthened in view of the 
development and/or reinforcement of their activities. These 
closer bonds have of±en led to Governments'increasing their 
financial backing, making personnel available and stepping 
up their support in the field of community services. This is 
especially important at a time when a growing number of Natio
nal Societies are taking constructive measures to strengthen 
their structures and obtain human and financial resources 
on a regular basis, two fundamental factors in ensuring rational 
development.

League personnel, mainly those working for the De
velopment Programme and Relief, are giving a great deal of 
attention to these relations between Governments, international 
organisations and National Societies, and do not fail to 
contribute to their establishment or reinforcement when visiting 
Societies. Discussions with UNDP senior officials have brought 
out that such contacts, desired on both sides, represent one 
of the most satisfactory procedures for securing effective co
operation.

Thanks to the support of certain Societies, it has 
been possible to win and increase the interest of governmental 
and non-governmental institutions co-operating in development, 
and to obtain substantial financial contributions.

: · · . ' ■ ' ‘Si tff J ' .
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XVII

Environment

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red
: . Cross3

having taken note of the Report by the Working
Tarty of the League of Red Cross Societies con
cerning the Red Cross and the Protection of the 
Human Envir onment and also of the resolution 
on this subject adopted by the League’s Board 
of Governors at its XXXIInd Session^

recognizes that all aspects of environmental 
protection and improvement constitute one of 
the major problems of our time3

declares that the Red Cross is directly concerned 
by this problem since the physical and mental 
health of man is largely conditioned by the 
quality of the environment3

recommends that at national level Red Cross3 
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies de
velop and plan their activities in terms of 

.. . the protection and improvement of the environ- 
merit, in harmony with the plans of gov ernment 
authorities 3

emphasizes finally that the struggle against 
threats to the environment must also be pursued 
at the international level3

invites the Red Cross to co-operate at that level 
•i in the development of means of contributing to the 
protection of the environment.

While this resolution is addressed specifically to 
National Societies, it does have practical implications for 
the League Secretariat, especially when seen in the context 
of the XXXIInd Session of the Board of Governors (1973), 
which immediately preceded the XXIInd International Conference. 
The Board of Governors had carefully studied the report of 
a Working Party on the Environment, and among its recommen
dations, appealed to National Societies to study the part 
they might play in protecting and improving the human en
vironment, and to keep the League Secretariat regularly in
formed of their decisions and activities.!· In its turn, the 
League Secretariat was asked to act as an information and co
ordination centre between National Societies, and to pass on 
to them the results of its reflections.
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Close contact with various organs of the United 
Nations system ensures a constant flow of information to 
National Societies and furthers close collaboration wherever 
possible. Thanks to its excellent working relationship with 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) it is kept 
informed of programmes and projects, and has, for example, 
made constructive comments on a number of documents related 
to natural disasters - "Overview of Natural Disasters" 
contains substantial notes on the League’s activities. Depen
ding on the subject being dealt with, the Secretariat par
ticipates in various UNEP meetings.

The League Secretariat is recognized as having a 
leading role among non-governmental organisations in environ
mental matters. The Secretary General of the League took part 
in the recently held Habitat Conference (Vancouver, 31st May - 
11th June 1976) along with the Canadian Red Cross, and in the 
Habitat Forum arranged for non-governmental organisations, which 
ran concurrently. At the special request of the Director Ge
neral the Secretary General of the League is a senior advi
sor to UNEP on matters related to activities and programmes 
of non-governmental organisations in the field of the environ
ment .

Environmental considerations are now accepted as 
important.elements in the policies of many National Societies 
as growing emphasis is given to efforts to reach large popu
lations deprived of even the most basic forms of health ser
vices. For such people improvements in hygiene, nutrition and 
basic living conditions can reduce significantly disease, 
death and the attendant human suffering, which has always 
been the principle concern of the Red Cross.

Thus a major thrust of the Development Programme 
is to help Societies to reach deprived people in both urban 
and rural areas, working with local populations in their own 
communities. The Health, Nursing, Social Welfare and First 
Aid Units of the Technical Services pursue their work to 
assist this development, and where the need arises work 
directly with individual and groups of National Societies to 
study problems, work out solutions and assist in training 
the required personnel.

Through the Youth Bureau every effort is made to en
sure that the dynamism and enthusiasm of young people is 
brought to bear on the problem, while the Information Bureau 
publicises all noteworthy achievements, in the hope of en
couraging those who are already active, and stimulating others 
who could make a contribution. It is.also recognised that 
since disasters always strike hardest and most frequently at 
populations living in the poorest conditions, ways must be
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sought to mitigate the effedts of natural calamities by pre
paredness procedures going hand in hand with measures to 
improve living standards.

Such a global approach reveals numerous fields for 
action, where environmental problems over-lap with health and 
social problems calling not only for remedial measures but 
preventive action, so that it is scarcely surprising that 
environmental problems should be discussed directly or in
directly in the majority of national and international Red 
Cross meetings and conferences. But there have been a number 
of events held as a direct result of decisions taken at 
the XXXIInd Session of the Board of Governors, which were 
themselves reflected in the XXIInd International Conference.

Resolution No. 32 of the above mentioned XXXIInd 
Session invited the Chairman of the Health and Social Service 
Advisory Committee to form an at hoc commission of the League, 
composed of experts representing all the major regions of 
the world. In consultation with the Chairman of the Health and 
Social Service Advisory Committee, a report was presented on 
the participation of the League in environmental problems 
to the XXXIIIrd. Session of the Board of Governors held in 
Geneva, 28th October - 1st November, 1975. From 7th - 10th 
April, 1975, the ad hoc commission met in Budapest and pro
duced a report for circulation to all National Societies as 
a working document. The report was presented to the XVIth 
Session of the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee 
held in Geneva (26th - 28th October, 1976), which approved 
its proposals, and put them forward in the form of recommen
dations to the Executive Committee. The 91st Session of the 
Executive Committee approved them, and they have now been 
forwarded to all National Societies. It should also be noted 
that one of the major themes of the XVIth Session of the 
Health and Social Service Advisory Committee was primary 
health care. Communications from the WHO, the League Secretariat 
and contributions from National Societies only served to under
line the paramount importance of environmental factors to 
major health and social problems.

Finally, within the League Secretariat, a working 
group under the leadership of the Under Secretary General in 
charge of Technical Services studies, various aspects of en
vironmental problems, and ensures liaison with the ad hoc 
commission.
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XVIII

Blood Transfusion

' The XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross, x

taking note that almost half of the National 
Societies conduct blood service today, 14 of 
whom supply their nations’ complete blood service 
needs,

recalling that the International Red Cross Con
ferences in 1936, 1948, 1952 and 1957 adopted 
resolutions commending the development of blood 
services to all National Societies and, beginning 
with the 1948 resolution, also enunciating the 
principle of non-remunerated blood donation, 
observing with satisfaction that the governing 
bodies of the League of Red Cross Societies 
have steadily encouraged National Societies 
through resolutions adopted in 1946, 1950, 1952, 
1956, 1958, 1959, 1963 and 1966 to stimulate 
the development of blood. services based on the 
principle of non-remunerated blood donation3 
desiring that every nation benefit from the 
major medical and scientific advances achieved 
in recent years in blood research, technology 
and programming3

believing, with influential opinion around the 
world, that the non-remunerated donation of 
blood in a nationwide non-corrupercial blood ser
vice produces the safest medical therapy and 
strengthens a nation’s social structure through 
the value it places on this freely chosen in
dividual act of humanitarian service, 
affirms that a service based on voluntary blood 
donation, motivated by humanitarian principles, 
is the' safest and most effective way of supplying 
blood needs, ·' ■'·'·

urges the gov-ernments of all nations·: to adopt 
the highest standards in providing a safe blood 
service to their citizens, and to formulate those 
standards on the concept of non-remunerated blood 
donation,

recommends to each National Society and its govern
ment that they undertake a strong combined effort 
to attain the humanitarian objectives of a total
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national blood service based on the broad volun
tary participation of the people.

This resolution must be considered as one of the cor
ner stones of current Red Cross action in the field of trans
fusion. ' -......

The League has attached great importance to this re
solution in the knowledge that its text reflects the concern 
and aspirations of many National Societies and their Govern
ments .

Through its preambular paragraphs and recommendations, 
this resolution has enabled National Societies to develop 
their transfusion activities and to promote the voluntary and 
non-remunerated gift of blood at the very basis of every 
Blood Transfusion Service and in line with the fundamental 
ideal of the Red Cross. This explains the growing importance 
of National Societies’ blood programmes, which was also 
stressed in the final report on the study on the reappraisal 
of the role of the Red Cross.

This resolution was widely disseminated among national 
transfusion services and international organisations concerned. 
This made the following possible?

1. International cooperation?. Since blood has had 
an important place in national health programmes, Governments 
are in this respect confronted by various problems calling for 
decisions and producing reactions on the part of the community, 
such as in particular the one of trade in blood. This matter 
was examined by the WHO and the League and discussed for the 
first time at governmental level by the XXVIIIch World Health 
Assembly in May 1975. An important resolution - referring 
to the Teheran Conference one and in part based on its pre
ambular paragraphs - was unanimously adopted. It covers ob
taining and’using blood and blood products arid appeals to the 
League for co-operation, if required. For its part, the XIVth 
Congress of ths International Society of Blood Transfusion 
(ISBT) - Helsinki, August 1975 - also accepted a resolution 
in support of this international co-operation.

The Sub-Committee of Specialists in Blood Problems 
of the Council of Europe, on which the League is represented, 
gave its backing to the Teheran resolution and worked out 
standards for the establishment of transfusion legislation, 
which were communicated to the Governments of the member 
countries and published in the League newsletters "Trans
fusion" (No. 4, September 1975).
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The International Federation of Blood Donor Organi
sations (IFBDO) - with which the League maintains very close 
relations - also approved and gave wide dissemination to the 
Teheran resolution.

2. Trade in blood; On the basis of this resolution, 
an appeal was launched to all National Societies with a view 
to their inviting their Governments to take the necessary 
measures to put an end to trade in blood in all its forms: 
purchase, sale, import and export. Due to its economic, 
social, ethical and political aspects, the problem gave rise 
to an emotional upheavel in a large number of countries, 
obliging certain Governments to take action accordingly.

3. The International Working Group of Red Cross
Blood Transfusion Experts drew inspiration, at its 

annual sessions., from the text of this resolution in drawing 
up the work programme and plans of action of the League and in 
particular of the Transfusion Unit. . .M ;

A recommendation put forward by the Group of Experts 
about developing Transfusion Services and combating traffic 
in blood was adopted in the form of a resolution by the 
Board of Governors (Geneva, October 1975) . Group members and 
League experts took part in joint WHO/League consultations 
in order to work out sound procedures specifically applicable 
to blood and its components with the aim of protection both 
the health of the donors and that of the recipients.

With a view to establishing the legisation or 
standards recommended in Teheran, the Group of Experts drew 
up the "Principles that should govern the provision of human 
blood, its components and derivatives", which will be submitted 
for final approval to the next Conference in Bucharest.

4. Assistance to national Transfusion Services of
developing countries and regional mutual aid since 

the Teheran Conference reached a value of over three million 
Swiss Francs, thanks to voluntary contributions from National 
Societies, their Transfusion Services and the technical co
operation bodies of their countries.

The Teheran resolution was also examined at technical 
meetings and seminars organised by the League in:
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Latin America - Panama 1975 and Mexico 1977
Africa - Morocco 197 and Ivory Coast 1977
Asia - Philippines 1974, Malaysia 1976 and Tokyo 1977
Europe. - Helsinki 1975 and Hungary 1976

5. Mass media; World Ped Cross Day 1974 with its theme; 
"Give blood Save life" proved a great success throughout
the world and provided a good opportunity for wide dissemi
nation of the Teheran resolution.

The new League publication,, the liaison newsletter 
"Transfusion" published, in three languages with a printing run 
exceeding 3,500 copies had a special number under the title: 
"Red Gold” (No. 3, June 1975) covering trade in blood and 
containing the Teheran resolution.

The complex of blood and. blood products was included 
in the League disaster relief preparedness programme, again 
making it possible to disseminate the Teheran resolution.

Finally, it shou ld "be noted that the Teheran reso
lution had an extensive impact on the development of national 
transfusion programmes and on the promotion of the free gift 
of blood. At present the Red Cross participates in these natio
nal programmes in 95% of all countries (in 22 of them it is 
virtually fully responsible for these programmes).

In conclusion, blood ethics, legislation, organi
sation and administration of transfusion centres, techniques, 
and education concerning the use of blood and its derivatives, 
the exchange of blood products, training of personnel, organi
sation o recruitment services, motivation of the population and 
international assistance have derived great benefit from the 
recommendations of the Teheran resolution.

XIX

Exchange of Prisoners of War in the Middle

East

The XXIInd International Conference of the Ped Cross, 
having received with great satisfaction the welcome 
news concerning the exchange of prisoners of war in 
the Middle East,
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its wishes for a complete success in this 
operation.

This resolution did not call for any action.

FOLLOW-UP OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE
COUNCIL OF DELEGATES IN 1973 AND 1975

1/1973

Action in the Struggle against Racism and

Racial Discrimination

The Council of Delegates 3

j considering that the Red Cross is based on the 
principles of respect for the dignity and equality 
of all human beings and may not make any distinc
tion as to nationality3 race, religion3 social 
condition and political leanings3 that racism 
and racial discrimination constitute a serious 
violation of basic human rights and a degra
dation of human dignity and ofequality amongst all 
human beings, that they impede friendly and 
peaceful relations between nations and endanger 
peace for which the Red Cross works,

deeming that racism and racial discrimination 
also constitute a violation of the Red Cross 
principle of impartiality,

recalling the provision of the Geneva Conven
tions fobidding any discrimination of a racial 
character, the resolutions of International Con
ferences of the Red Cross condemning racism and 
racial discrimination and Resolution No. 33 
adopted by the XXXIst Session of the Board of 
Governors of the League (Mexico City, 1971) ,

taking into account the United Nations Declaration
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on the elimination of alt forms of racial dis
crimination and the International Convention 
on the elimination of all forms of racial dis
crimination of 21 December 1965, 
alarmed by the manifestations of racism and 
racial discrimination in certain regions of 
the world,

convinced that it is necessary for the Red 
Cross to engage still more actively in the 
struggle for the elimination of racism and 
racial discrimination, thus joining in the 
struggle in the world and so contributing to 
the implementation of the programmes of the 
"Decade of action to combat racial discrimi
nation" to be launched on 10 December 1973, 
after examining the proposed Red Cross plan 
of action adopted by the Boa.rd of Governors 
of the League at its XXXIst Session,

adopts this plan of action, 
invites all National Societies , the League and 
the ICRC to comply with the principles stated 
in this plan of action and to commit themselves 
fully to its implementation.

Concerning the follow-up given to the Council of 
Delegates resolution on Red Cross action in the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination, a joint report on 
this subject was submitted to the Council of Delegates at 
its Geneva 1975 meeting (CD/6/1). However, a brief report on 
the action taken on Resolution No. X of the International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Teheran, 1973) is in broad 
outline the same as the one presented to the Council of 
Delegates in 1975 when no new mandate was given either to 
the ICRC, the League or National Societies.

1 /I 975

Development of the Henry Dunant Institute’s

activities

The Council of Delegates,
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having taken cognizance of the report of the 
activities of the Henry Dunant Institute during 
the first ten years of its existences

acknowledges the considerable work it has so 
far accomplished with slender resources s

requests the Institute to pursue its tasks of 
research, teaching and publications in the 
various sectors of the Red Cross and make the 
results of its work as widely as possible 
accessible^

recommends Rational Societies to co-operate to 
that end with the Institute and to provide it with 
relevant documentation and, to the extent they 
can afford^ with the material means that will 
enable it to expand its action.

A report (CD/6/1) will be submitted to the Council 
of Delegates, describing how the activities of the Institute 
have developed.

2/1975

Action to be taken on the World Red Cross

Conference on Peace

The Council of Delegates3

considering that the World Red Cross Conference 
on Peaces organised in Belgrade3 Tugoslavia3 in 
June 1 97 5s on the basis of resolution No. 37 of 
the XXXIInd. session of the Council of Governors3 
represents an important demonstration of the 
unity of the World Red Cross family in favour 
of peace3 the development of co-operations friend
ship and understanding among peoples 3

recalling that this World Conference

- assembled 220 delegates from 81 National Red 
Cross Societies throughout the world including 
seven still in process of formations as well as 
delegates from the League of Red Cross So cieties 3 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the Henry Dunant Institutes
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- examined the role of the Red Cross for the pro
motion of peace from all the aspects concerning 
the Red Cross,

- adopted the Programme of Action of the Red Cross 
as a Factor of Peace, as guidelines and with all 
the views expressed and recorded in the League’s 
report on the Conference,

having noted the League’s report on the World
Red Cross Conference on Peace,

7. expresses its recognition of Red Cross work 
accomplished with regard to peace for many 
years, and of its contribution to the general

..effort's'undertaken in the world for the 
strengthening-of- the- foundations of peace,

2. considers that National Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies, the League
of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC should 
take their inspiration as guidelines for 
their work from the Programme of Action as 
adopted at the Conference, that they should 
keep it in mind in all their activities and 
that they should strive for its creative 
implementation,

3. recommends
(a) that National Societies should submit the 
Programme of Action to be examined by their 
leading bodies with a view to the adoption
of concrete measures for its implementation,

(b) that the ICRC and the League, each in its 
own respectiv e sphere, should co-operate to 
put into action the tasks which the Programme 
of Action invites them to undertake,

4. requests that the item "Implementation of 
the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as 
a Factor of Peace" be included in the agenda 
of the next ordinary session of the Council 
of Delegates and that, prior to that session, 
a working group be set up by the League in 
consultation with the ICRC to consider the 
comments expressed and the annexes proposed 
and required to report for the -consideration 
of the session any proposals they may evolve 
to resolve or otherwise provide for meeting 
such comments and annexes, this being without 
prejudice to the recommendations in paragraph 3.
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Action taken in pursuance of this resolution is 
described in the report of the working group set up pursuant 
to para. 4 of the resolution (CD/4/2).

3/1975

Report of the Joint Committee for the study 
on the reappraisal of the role of the Red

Crossi '· ; · r . I .......

The Council of Delegates 3

having received the report of the Joint Committee 
-for the Reappraisal of the Role of the Red Cross, 
convinced that these documents present material 
of essential importance for the development of 
the Red Cross movement and for the humanitarian 
attitudes and activities in general,

expresses its deep gratitude to the Study .Direc
tor, Mr. Donald Tansley, and his assistants for 
a remarkable work, and to the Joint Committee 
for its successful management, to those Natio
nal Societies who have contributed to the basi
cally important Profile Study and to the insti
tutions, foundations and National Red Cross 
Societies who made the study possible through 
financial support,

being aware of the need to make the best use of 
the recommendations of the Study without loss 
of time, whilst still respecting the complexi
ty of many subjects raised in the report, 
invites all- National Societies to use the final 
report and background papers in an intensiv e 
discussion within their Societies, visualizing 
early implementation of appropriate parts of 
the report,

requests the ICRC and the League to enter into 
a thorough examination of how the recommen
dations of the report could improve the functions 
of the International Red Cross movement,

suggests in this context that they search out
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opinions within ait National Societies through 
a questionnaire, which should be sent to them 
within one month and answered within a delay 
of 6 months,

expects the ICRC and the League to ensure that 
the results of the consultation with the Natio
nal Societies will be duly processed and necessary 
further steps be taken,

asks that the results of the work of the two 
Geneva institutions including their searching 
of the National Societies ' opinions be presented 
in the form of practical plans or suggestions 
at the next meeting of the appropriate decision
making bodies of the International Red Cross 
( Executiv e Committee in 1976 or extra session 
of the Board of Governors and the Council of 
Delegates the same year; Board of Governors, 
Standing Commission and International Conference 
of the Red Cross in 1977), thereby considering 
the possibility to divide the substance into 
some parts possible to implement immediately 
and others needing more consideration and 
p lanning.

The "Re-appraisal of the Role of the Red Cross" is 
the main item of the provisional agenda for the Twenty- 
third Conference. This question is to be dealt with by the 
Council of Delegates as item 7 of its provisional agenda, 
by Commissions I and II as item IV of their provisional 
agendas, by Commission III as agenda item III, and by a 
plenary meeting as item 6 of the provisional agenda.


