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1. After a welcome address by Mr. Bertil Petterson, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the League, the meeting was declared open. 
Professor A.Haessig (Switzerland) was elected Chairman, Professor 
H.R. Nevanlina (Finland), Mr. H.Streun (Switzerland) and Dr. 
Z.S. Hantchef (Special Adviser) as acting secretariat.
2. The following societies were represented in the Working 

Group :-
Australia - Finland - Japan - Netherlands - Switzerland- 
U.S.A. - Canada apologized for not being able to attend.
A list of members is given at Annexe 1.

In addition, the following societies were represented by 
observers:

Kuwait - Lebanon - Nigeria - Poland - Tunisia.
3. Meeting in Bern, 1972.

A written report of the previous Experts Meeting in Bern, 
November 1972, had been distributed beforehand to the participants, 
and was adopted by them.
4. - Red Cross Blood Transfusion Programmes with the Different

National Societies
In the reports of the activités of the different Red 

Cross Blood Transfusion programmes - Netherlands, U.S.A., Japan, 
Australia, Finland and Switzerland, special attention was paid 
to the recruitment, public participation, technical development 
and other central problems of the programmes covering (except 
in the U.S.A.) the total needs of the national blood supply. 
The Working Group recognised with satisfaction the rapid develop
ment of the Red Cross Transfusion service in Japan which now 
ensures the total need of whole blood in the country.
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5« Basic Principles of Voluntary Blood Donation
A draft resolution for the XXII I.R.C.C. submitted by 

the participants of the Meeting in Bern was discussed in 
detail. After some minor alterations, the resolution was 
approved as presented in Annexe 11.
6. Utilization of existing Red Cross fractionation facilities

The fractionation capacity of different national trans
fusion services was summarised by the participants. Except 
for the Netherlands and Switzerland there was no spare capacity 
for co-operation with sister organizations. It was agreed that 
any spare capacity should be primarily used for the nation,- 
then other Red Cross aid Government organizations and only excess 
should be used temporarily for other purposes.

Increasing demand for plasma fractions, especially ablumin, 
was reported from the various participatns, and this has re
sulted in great wastage of valuable blood components, mainly 
red cells. Instead of increasing the amount of blood donations, 
a proper, medically-indicated use of.different blood components 
was stressed.
7* Council of Europe Recommendation

The recommendation of the Sub-Committee of blood 
specialists of the Council of Europe concerning the organiza
tion of blood transfusion was endorsed (See Annexe 111).
8. Plasmapheresis

The Working Group fully realised the rapid increase of 
commercial plasmapheresis programmes and consequent inter
ference with voluntary unpaid blood donation services. 
The Working" Group was not ready to give detailed, technical 
recommendations on the protection of donors. Such recommenda
tions will be elaborated by the World Health Organization in 
the near future. In the meantime, the principle of voluntary 
non-remunerated blood donation was accepted as the only basis 
for such a programme inside the Red Cross societies and, pre
ferably, in other voluntary organizations. It was realised, 
however, that in someccountries, it would not be realistic 
at the present time to cover the total needs of plasma and 
its fractions following this principle.
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3 Assistance to other Societies
A survey was made of the existing assistance programmes 

between the different Red Cross Socieities as well as other 
Organizations. These include training of personnel, use of 
experts, material help, etc. Exposure of personnel from 
services in developing countries to training programmes 
unrealistic for their local needs involving advanced techniques 
should be avoided. Several suggestions were'made by the 
delegates concerning future activities, including preference 
for on-the-spot training.
10. Co-operation between the League and National Socieites

After the Report given by Dr. Hantchef on the Interna
tional activities of the League in 1975, 197u- and 1975, the 
necessity of such co-operation was stressed. In addition, 
several suggestions concerning the increasing participation 
of the League were made, including the role of the Red Cross 
in international Congresses, Seminars, as well as meetings 
organized by the Red Cross itself or other Organizations.

It was fully realized that the present capacity of the. 
League is far too limited in order to activate such a coopera
tion. The Working Group agreed to give a recommendation 
presented as Annexe IV.
11. Definition of the Red Cross Voluntary honor

A detailed presentation was given by Dr. J.P. Morris 
(Australia), and a summary of the principles is given at 
Annexe V; these principles were accepted by the Working Group.
12. Theme of World Red Cross Day

Acceptance of voluntary blood donation as the theme for 
World Red Cross Day - 8 May 197^ - was noted with satisfaction.

The Expert Working Group welcomed this opportunity to 
give worldwide publicity to Red Cross participation 
in national blood programmes.

c



1Z. The League Film ........ ...... ... -------- ■ '• ■ - ...
The League film, "Blood is Red all over the World" was 

screened for the delegates who gave a very positive criticism 
and discussed the possibilities of using this film as well as 
other means of donor recruitment.
14. Date and Place of next Meeting

The date and place of the next meeting will he determined 
hy the Secretary-General of the League. The Working Group 
appreciated the invitation of the Japanese Red Cross delegation 
in that country. .......

T.41/ns



Annexe 1

RED CROSS BLOOD TRANSFUSION EXPERT WORKING GROUP
Tehran, Iran : 29-ZO October 197?

(in connection with the International Conference 
of the Red Cross)

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Swiss Red Cross

American Red Cross Mr. Frederic S. Laise
Vice-President
Professor Tibor J. Greenwait 
Medical Director, Blood Programme

Australian Red Cross Dr. J.P. Morris
Blood Transfusion Counsellor at
National Headquarters, and
Director of the Blood Transfusion 
Service in Victoria

Finnish Red Cross Professor H.R. Nevanlinna
Director, Blood Transfusion Service

Japanese Red Cross Mr. Risaburo Sano
Director, Blood Programme Dept.
Dr. Seiji Miyamoto
Medical Director
Blood Programme Department
Dr. Takemitsu Hosoi
Director, Kyoto Blood Center
Mr. Seibi Ota
Chief, First Section
Foreign Affairs Department

Netherlands Red Cross Dr. Hermann Krijnen
Director, Central Laboratory of 
Blood Transfusion
Professor Alfred Haessig
Director, Central Laboratory of 
Blood Transfusion
Mr. Hans Streun
Vice-Director, Central Laboratory 
of Blood Transfusion

League of Red Cross Societies Dr. Z.S. Hantchef 
Special Adviser



Annexe II

Draft Recommendation for the Resolution for the
XXII I.B.C.C.

THE XXII INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

taking note that almost half of the national societies 
conduct a blood service today, 14 of whom supply their nations' 
complete blood service needs,

recalling that the International Red Cross Conference in 
1956, 1948, 1952 and 1957 adopted resolutions commending the 
development of blood services to all national societies and, 
beginning with the 1948 resolution, also enunciating the principle 
of non-remunerated blood donation,

observing with satisfaction that the governing bodies of the 
League of Red Cross Societies have steadily encouraged national 
societies through resolutions adopted in 1946, 1950, 1952, 1956, 
1958, 1959, 196Z and 1966 to stimulate the development of blood 
services based on the principle of non-remunerated blood donation,

desiring that every nation benefit from the major medical 
and scientific advances achieved in recent years in blood research, 
technology and programming,

believing with influential opinion leaders around the world 
that the non-remunerated donation of blood in a nationwide non
commercial blood service produces the safest medical therapy and 
strengthens a nations's social structure through the value it 
places on this freely chosen individual act of humanitarian 
service,

RESOLVES:
that the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross 

affirms that a service based on voluntary blood donation, 
motivated by humanitarian principles, is the safest and most 
effective way of supplying blood needs,

that the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross 
urges the governments of all nations to adopt the highest 
standards for a safe blood service to their citizens and formulate 
those standards on the concept of non-remunerated blood donation,

that the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross 
recommends to each national society and its government that they 
undertake a strong mutual effort to attain the human it ar i an, 
objectives of a total national blood service based on the broad 
voluntary participation of the people.



Annexe III

COUNCIL OF' EUROPE
SUB-COMMITTEE OF SPECIALISTS ON BLOOD PROBLEMS

Twelfth Session
Nicosia, 28th May - 1st June 197Z

RECOMMENDATIONS concerning the 
organization of blood, transfusion

Ar sing from the different items on the Agenda and having 
regard to the deliberations relating thereto, the Sub-Committee 
was of theopinion that the following Recommendations be 
addressed to the European Public Health Committee:

Recommendations
concerning the organization

of blood transfusion
1) The Sub-Committee of Specialists on blood problems wishes 
to draw the attention of Member Governments to the undesirable 
effects resulting from commercialisation of blood and its 
derivatives and particularly as this applies to plasmaphaeresis 
programmes. Therefore the Sub-Committee of Specialists on 
blood problems wishes to recommend that all collection of blood 
including plasmaphaeresis should only be undertaken by Govern
ment organisations or organisations working on a non-profit 
basis, with the authorisationof the Government. The blood 
donations should preferably be on a non-remunerated basis.
2) The Sub-Committee of Specialists on blood problems wishes 
to recommend to Member Governments that all the activities in 
relation to blood transfusion, from the taking of the blood 
from donors to the administration of blood and its derivatives 
to patients, should be the responsibility of physicians.
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Z) The Sub-Committee of Specialists on blood, problems re
commends that all such activities be subject in all member 
countries to legislation or, if this is not feasible, to 
official regulations or recommendations. Such provisions 
should be based on the non-commercialisation of blood and on 
the medical responsibility, as defined in the Recommendations 
one and two above.



Annexe IV

RED CROSS BLOOD TRANSFUSION EXPERT WORKING 
GROUP

Tehran, Iran
29-50 October 1975

Recommendation to the Board, of Governors of the
League of Red Cross Societies

Considering the development of Red Cross activities 
in the field of blood transfusion all over the world, and 
the increasing responsibilities of the Red Cross Societies 
in the national blood programme of their respective 
countries:

Considering the interest shown by the governmental 
authorities in the work of the Red Cross :

Considering the role which is played by the League 
as co-ordinator and clearing centre :

This Working Group affirms that it is essential that 
the functions of the League Secretariat should be extended 
and the staff be re-inforced to fulfil the tasks for which 
it is responsible.

50.10.1975



Annexe V

DEFINITION OF WHAT IS A RED CROSS BLOOD DONOR

Summary
"A Red Cross blood donor is a person who entrusts to the Red 
Cross a gift of blood for which he seeks no reward."

The concept of voluntary blood donation is the corner stone of 
the Red Cross Service, but the term has never been defined.
The Red Cross meaning does not correspond with that adopted by 
the American Association of Blood Banks.
In defining a Red Cross Blood Donor, it 
the role of the organisation as well as 
individual.

is essential to define 
the role of the

If a donor is to 
where Red Cross 
relation to -

entrust Red Cross with 
stands. Red Cross must

his blood, he must know 
define its position in

(a) donors;
(b) patients;
(c) medical services;
(et) government.

With proper arrangements, Red Cross cannot only supply an 
adequate service, but offers the best way of providing a 
National Transfusion Service.
(a) Donors

Blood donation is anonymous in that the donor cannot place 
restrictions on its use. Red Cross guarantees it will be 
used v/here most needed.
Donors should receive communal recognition, but not 
material reward. Anything is payment if its intrinsic 
value is the determining factor in whether a person gives 
blood or not.
The following are not payment -

(i) Refreshments;
(ii) Replacement of nutritional factors;

... / » • »
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(iii) Tests to ensure fitness to donate;
(iv) Time-off without loss of pay;
(v) Free transport to the Blood.^Bank;
(vi) Post-donation care.

Remission of hospital charges or the performance of tests 
unrelated to Blood donation constitute payment.

(b) Patients
(i) Blood must he distributed on a basis of need
(ii) It must not be sold for profit.
(iii) The highest standards of quality, safety 

and efficiency must be guaranteed.
(c) Medical Services

(i) The Transfusion Service must keep pace with 
other medical services and supply all 
reasonable needs.

(ii) Doctors who wish to use the Service must 
accept Red Cross standards towards the donor 
and his gift.

(d) Government
Red Cross offers -

(i) A Transfusion Service geared to meet disaster 
or war-time heeds, as well as routine needs.

(ii) A humanitarian image, which encourages 
voluntary donation.

(iii) Freedom from bureaucracy in blood distribution.
(iv) Fair distribution of a limited resources.
(v) A service free from political pressures.
(vi) International connections.
(vii) Voluntary workers.
N.B. A large financial commitment is NOT required.

Government must provide -
(i) Adequate financial backing;

• • • / • •
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(ii) Protection from unfair competition;
(iii) Co-operation of Government health services;
(iv) Government support in promotion of the Red. 

Cross Service;
(v) .Active recruitment of donors in Civil 

Service and Armed Forces.

J.P. Morris,
AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY 

29/10/73


