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STATUS PF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMISSION

(Proposal of the Norwegian Red Cross)



At its 89th Session, 27 - 29 September 1972, the Executive 
Corrmittee was presented with a recommendation from the Standing 
Finance Commission to prepare such amendments of Article 33 of the 
League's Constitution and Sections 37 and 38 of its Fye-Laws in order 
to improve the working activity of the commission.

The recommendation was accepted and the Executive Corrmittee 
passed Resolution No 9 requesting the Secretary General to prepare 
such amendments for presentation at the next sessions of the Standing 
Finance Commission and the Soard of Governors. As stated in the 
explanatory notes of the items of the preliminary amenda (item 12), 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen Committee at its meeting in April 
1973 stated that it was in favour of a complete revision of the 
statutory texts of the League and that this revision should be 
entrusted to a special commission. This means that the Standing 
Finance Commission will have to wait at least another two years, most 
probably four, until its working activity can be improved. The 
Norwegian Red Cross, being the first society to suggest such improvements 
at the commission’s meeting in 1972, is of the opinion that such a 
delay is not acceptable. It must be of the greatest importance to 
the Board of Governors that the work of its Standing Finance Commission is 
as thorough as it is possible to make it and that it is in the 
interest of the Board of Governors to make any decision in this 
direction.

In addition it should be noted that the presented ideas of 
changing purpose, functions, composition etc. of the Red Cross Youth 
Advisory Committee do not affect the Constitution and Bye-Laws, only 
the Regulations for Advisory Committees.

The Norwegian Red Cross wishes therefore to present the 
amendments (underlined) to Article 33 of the Constitution and Sections 
37, 30 and 38 bis of the Bye-Laws which are found enclosed.

The particular improvement of the working activity is 
expressed in the new Section 38 bis. The proposed sub-committee will 
meet when the finance report and the plan and budget have been 
finished by the secretariat and will have the opportunity to go more into 
details than the Standing. Finance Commission during its short 
sessions just prior to the Board of Governors and Executive Committee 
meetings. This again will make the rapporteur able to present more 
substantial reports than the present short time allows. The Chairman 
and two Vice-Chairmen mentioned in Section 37 are elected in personal 
capacity and it is understood that their national societies throumh 
them are members of the Standing Finance Commission. This will 
increase the total number of members to 17, which is considered 
desirable in the light of the growing membership of the League.



AFENBi^FNTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Article 33

Standing
Finance
Commission

First paragraph:

The Board of Governors appoints the Standing Finance 
Commission from among its members for a period of 
four years.

The Treasurer General sits on this Commission ex- 
officio in an advisory capacity.

2nd, 3rd and 4th paragraphs ; no change.

AFENOFENTS TO THE BYE-LAWS

Section 37

”Constitution

The Standing Finance Commission provided for in Article 33 
of the Constitution shall consist of a Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen 
and fourteen members not including the Treasurer General. These 
members shall be elected by the Board of Governors» The Committee of 
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen shall submit a list of persons and 
Societies suggested by them for election.’’

Section 33 

’’Reports

The Rapporteur of the Standing Finance Commission shall be elected 
from among the merrber Societies of the Commission for one year so 
that his term of office ^ill_he, terminated at_ the end of the session 
of the Board of Governors or of the Executive Committee the year 
following his election’.

The Rapoorteur of the Standing Finance Commission shall 
prepare, for each ordinary session of the Board of Governors and each 
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ordinary session of the Executive Committee, a report on the delibera
tions of the Con-mission since the last ordinary session of the Board 
of the Executive Committee.

Special reports on the several questions considered bv the 
Standing Finance Commission will likewise be orepared as may be 
decided by the Commission.

Section 36 bis 

"Sub-committee

The Chairman and the two Vice-Chairmen shall form a sub-committee 
with the task to preoarejthe matters, which the Standing Finance 
Commission have to handle and decide in terms of the Constitution 
and Bye-Laws. The sub-committee will deal with the budgets and 
finance reports and prepare draft recommendations for the Standing 
Finance Commission; and the sub-committee shall also be available 
for advice at- request of Chairman of the Board, Secretary General 
or Treasurer General on any matter for which the Constitution and 
Bye-Laws hold the Finance Commission responsible."
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