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ITEM Zd) OF THE AGENDA

Report of the Standing Commission to the 
XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross

The Standing Commission has met ten times since tfte 
last Conference.

Mr, Eustasio Villanueva Vadillo was appointed as the 
League's second delegate.

One of the Standing Commission's first tasks was to 
study suggestions for changes in the procedure for 
Conferences and to fix the place of the XXIInd International 
Conference, the decision having been left to the Standing 
Commission by the previous Conference. Some, thought was 
given to the proposal that all future Conferences should be 
held in Geneva where there are never any obstacles<to the 
admission of delegates from all countries. The queocron of 
holding the present Conference there was however settled by 
the fact that the Swiss Government was already committed to 
receiving the Diplomatic Conference, -which will now take 
place next February, and could not accept two Conferences 
concerned to some extent with,the same subjects so close 
together.

After carefully studying all the invitations received 
and making further enquiries among the Societies concerned, 
the Standing Commission decided to accept the invitation of 
the Iranian Red Lien and Sun Society, and I feel confident 
that all delegates present here today will .agree that this 
was a very wise choice.

The Standing Commission gave much thought to the cate
gories and status of observers who should be invited to 
attend International Conferences.

Jhen considering the present Conference the Standing 
Commission gave particular consideration to the draft agenda 
and the Commissions which should be established to deal with 
the various items.

At all their meetings the Standing Commission were 
given reports by the I^C.xi.C. and the League of their 
current activities and their joint action in Jordan in 1970.



-2-

One of the main items discussed at all meetings was 
the re-appraisal of the role of the Red Cross which started 
as a proposal at the meeting in April 1970. as you have 
already had a full report on this subject there is no need 
to go into further details of the progress made.

The wider aspects of the relations between the I.C.R.C. 
and the League were discussed at a meeting called by the 
I.C.R.C. at Montreux ’where members of the I.C.R.C., Vice 
Chairmen of the League and members of the Stadning Commission 
■were able to have the most useful discussions.

Another subject dealt witn by the Standing Commission 
was the Control of the Statutes of National Societies, but 
a full report on this subject has also been presented.

At the meeting in April 1972 the Chairman presented 
the Henry Cunant Medal to Mrs. Hashimoto, At a later date 
she visited Paris to make a similar award to Mr. Prancois- 
Poncet and Mr. Naville made the award to Miss Durga in the 
course of a Red Cross visit to HundaryP

At the meeting in April 1973 the Standing Commission 
agreed to award the medal to Dr. Gregorio of Yugoslavia and 
Mr. John Macaulay of Canada.

The Standing Commission has already held two meetings 
in Tehran to discuss various matters concerning the 
Conference. These were the last meetings of the Commission 
as it was constituted at Istanbul four years ago and we now 
hand over to our successors, but before doing so I should 
like to take this opportunity of expressing my sincere 
thanks to all the members of the Standing Commission and 
to the staff, vho have made my task as Chairman such an 
easy and pleasant one.
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