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COMMENTS ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The ICRC and the League feel it advisable to 
provide brief explanatory notes on the Provisional Agenda 
of the International Conference of the Red Cross, as they 
have always done in the past. First of all, the main rules 
governing the International Conference will be re-stated.

The present document is only for purposes of 
information, and is intended to make it easier for the 
delegates to do their preparatory work and to take part 
in the discussions of the Conference.

A. REMINDER OF THE MAIN RULES

The International Conference of the Red Cross, 
its structure, and duties are defined by the Statutes of 
the International Red Cross and the Conference Rules of 
Procedure.

It is the highest deliberating authority of the 
Red Cross, In principle it is convened every four years and 
assembles:

a) The delegates of the International Red Cross, i.e. 
the delegates of all the National Red Cross 
Societies (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) 
recognized by the ICRC, the delegates of the ICRC 
and of the League of Red Cross Societies;

b) The representatives of the States Parties to the 
First Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of 
the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed 
Forces in the Field (1864, 1906, 1929 or 1949).
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There can therefore be, and normally are, two 
delegations for each country: one representing the National 
Society, the other the Government. A State need not have 
a National Red Cross Society on its territory to be a 
member of the Conference; it only requires to be a Party 
to the Geneva Convention.

The Council of Delegates necessarily meets at 
the time of the International Conference. This is composed 
of the delegates of recognized National Societies, the 
ICRC and the league. Government representatives are not 
members of this body, which assembles the Red Cross "family".

The functions of the Council of Delegates are:

a) to meet prior to the opening of the Conference 
in order to propose the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, 
Secretary General and Assistant Secretaries 
General of the International Conference;

b) to lay down the order in which the various 
questions and proposals submitted to the 
Conference are to be discussed; this rule has 
always been interpreted to mean that the Council 
of Delegates has authority to lay down and adopt 
the Conference Agenda;

c) to give its opinion and, if necessary, a ruling, 
on the questions and proposals referred to it by 
the Conference or by the Standing Commission.

The Standing Commission has in fact decided to 
have included on the Board of Governors’ Teheran agenda 
several questions which are of particular interest to the 
Red Cross as such.

The league of Red Cross Societies has its own 
deliberating authority, namely, the Board of Governors. 
This assembles the representatives of all the member 
Societies of the federation. In accordance with the league 
Constitution, the Board of Governors meets biennially, in 
accordance with its Constitution, alternate meetings being 
held at the same time and in the same town as each Interna
tional Conference, without actually being one of its bodies.



3

The powers of the International Conference of 
the Red Cross are defined as follows in Article II of the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross:

1. The International Conference shall have power
to take decisions within the limits of the present 
Statutes, make recommendations and express wishes.

2. The Conference shall be responsible for ensuring 
unity in the work of the National Societies, the 
International Committee and the League.

5. It may assign mandates to the International 
Committee and to the League and make proposals 
concerning the humanitarian Conventions and other 
international Conventions relating to the Red Cross.

4. It alone shall be competent to revise and interpret 
the present Statutes and Rules of Procedure and
to take the final decision on the differences of 
opinion referred to in Article X.

5. It may not deal with political matters nor serve 
as a forum for political debate.

6. It may not modify either the Statutes of the 
International Committee or those of the League. 
Similarly, the International Committee and the 
League shall take no decision contrary to the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross or to 
the resolutions of the Conference, nor any 
decision contrary to the agreements concluded 
between then and confirmed by the Conference.

7. 'The Conference shall elect its Chairman.

The Agenda and the provisional programme of the 
International Conference are drawn up by the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross, This is 
composed of 9 members: 5 members elected in a personal 
capacity by the Conference itself, 2 representatives of 
the ICRC, one of whom is in principle the Chairman, 2 
representatives of the League of Red Cross Societies, of 
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whom one is in principle the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors. It also has the duty of preparing the Interna
tional Conferences in co-operation with the host organi
zation. Between meetings of the Conference it co-ordinates 
and harmonizes the work of the ICRC and the League.

Various Rules of Procedure

Below we outline several of the Conference’s 
Rules of Procedure.

Article 1.- The Conference members (delegates of 
recognized National Societies, States Parties to the 
Geneva Convention, the ICRC and the League) are 
entitled to take part in all discussions and all votes.

Article 2.- A National Society may not be represented 
by another Society. The same rule applies to States.

Article 3." Guests (observers), persons and organi
zations, cannot vote; they may speak, with the 
Chairman1s authorization.

Article 4.- The Conference is convened and arranged 
by the organization appointed for this purpose (in 
the present case the Red Lion and Sun Society), in 
agreement with the Standing Commission.

Members of the Conference and guests are required 
to communicate the names of their delegates to this 
organization prior to the opening of the Conference.

Article 6.- Reports drawn up by members of the 
Conference must reach this organization 30 days prior 
to the opening of the Conference.

Article 7.- (and IV of the Statutes) - Proposals 
for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary 
General and Assistant Secretaries General are made 
by the Council of Delegates, meeting prior to the 
opening of the Conference. These proposals are sub
mitted to the latter, which proceeds to the necessary 
elections at its inaugural meeting.
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The Conference appoints Commissions, each of 
which appoints its own Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and. 
Rapporteur.

Article 9.- Proposals, motions and amendments must 
be communicated in advance, in writing, to the Conference 
Bureau.

Article 12.- No delegation may speak on any one 
question for more than 15 minutes, unless the Conference 
expressly decides otherwise.

Article 16.- The official language of the Conference 
is French. The working languages are French, English 
and Spanish.

Speeches made in any other language must be 
translated into one of the working languages by the 
speaker's delegation, if necessary with the help of 
the Conference Secretariat.

Article 17.- The National Societies, the States, the 
ICRC and the League each have the right to one vote.

B. COMMENTS ON THE AGENDA

I. COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries

of the Council of Delegates

The opening meeting of the Council is presided 
over by the President of the organization responsible for 
convening the Conference (Art. 21 of the Rules of Procedure).

Its first duty is to elect its Chairman (by tradition 
the President of the ICRC), its Vice-Chairman and Secretaries. 
The Chairman then prepares the final Agenda of the Council.
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2. Proposals to be made for the election of the Chairman,

Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General and Assistant

Secretaries General of the Conference

This is a strictly statutory duty of the Council.

It is customary for the Chair to be taken by someone 
nominated by the host Society.

3. Approval of the Draft Agenda of the Conference drawn

up by the Standing Commission

The Statutes of the International Red Cross
(Art. IV, 3, b) provide that the Council of Delegates shall: 
"determine the order in which questions and proposals sub
mitted to the Conference are to be brought up for discussion".

This provision has been interpreted to mean that 
it is for the Council to approve and possibly amend the 
Agenda of the Conference, relieving the Conference of this 
business at its plenary meeting.

4. Funds and Medals

(a) Award of the Henry Dunant Medal

This distinction, the highest award of the Interna
tional Red Cross, was instituted in 1965 by the XXth Inter
national Conference on the initiative and thanks to the 
generosity of the Australian Red Cross.
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The Chairman, of the Standing Commission will report 
on the award of the Medal since the XXIst international 
Conference and may present further medals to persons 
nominated by the Standing Commission before the Teheran 
Conference takes place.

(b) Report on the Awards of the Florence Nightingale 
Medal

This medal, which is "the highest international award 
for devotion to duty and exceptional service in nursing", 
was instituted in 1907. The Regulations governing this 
award may be found on pages 367-369 of the Handbook of the 
International Red Cross (11th edition). A small fund to 
cover the cost of striking the medal is administered by 
the ICRC, which makes the awards upon proposals by National 
Societies to "nurses and voluntary aids of the Red Cross 
who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their 
devotion to sick or wounded in time of peace or of war".

At each International Conference the ICRC submits 
a report on the award of the medal.

(c) Report of the Joint Commission of the Empress
Shdken Fund

The Joint Commission is composed of three 
representatives of the ICRC and three representatives of 
the League. It administers a Fund established, with a gift 
in 1912 by Her late Majesty the Empress of Japan, and 
since increased several times by the Imperial Family and 
the government of Japan. Its purpose is to "promote relief 
work in time of peace". The income of the Fund is dis- 
tribute! to the National Societies selected by the Joint 
Commission from among those which have sent in detailed 
requests. The Joint Commission will submit a report in 
writing to the International Conference.

The Regulations governing this Fund are to be 
found in the Handbook of the International Red Cross 
(pp. 362-364).
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(d) Report on the income of the Augusta Fund

This Fund was established in 1890 in memory of 
Her late Iiajesty the Empress of Germany. It is administered 
by the ICRC. The Regulations for the Fund appear on pages 
365 and 366 of the Handbook of the International Red Cross.

In view of the Fund's slender resources and its 
inability to meet adequately the demands made upon it, the 
XXIst International Conference decided, as stated in its 
Resolution No. VI, that the income of the Augusta Fund 
would be allocated to the Florence Nightingale Iledal Fund, 
which itself had been inadequate.

As customary, the ICRC will submit a written report 
on the administration of the Augusta Fund.

(e) Report of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC

The Commission for the Financing of the ICRC was 
established in 1948 by decision of the XVIIth Conference of 
the Red Cross. The purpose of this body, composed of 
representatives of National Societies, is "to decide on the 
methods to be adopted in order to provide the International 
Committee of the Red Cross with regular financial support". 
Since that time, meetings have been held regularly and the 
Commission has appealed each year to National Societies to 
contribute to the financing of the ICRC, as a number of 
them do generously.

The Commission will, as customary, submit a report 
to the XXIInd Conference.

Another report will deal with the Trust Fund in 
favour of the ICRC , This fund was set up in 1931 to 
contribute to the financing of the ICRC. Its small capital 
is inalienable, only the interest being available for use.

The Council of the Trust Fund is composed of 
seven members; two nominated by the Swiss Federal Council, 
two by the International Conference and three by the ICRC.



As shown in its Resolution No. VIII, the XXIst 
International Conference renewed the mandates of Mr. Henrik 
Beer, league Secretary General, and Mr. Nedim Abut, League 
Assistant Secretary General, on the Council until the next 
Conference. Their mandates will have to be renewed in Teheran 
or other persons appointed in their stead.

5. Development of the Red Cross image

The ever-increasing and diversifying work which the 
Red Cross has to cope with in this second half of the 20th 
century, like the humanitarian needs following in the wake 
of increasingly frequent disasters, demands that the role 
of the Red Cross be better known to the public. The Interna
tional Conference, at which both governments and National 
Societies are represented, is an opportunity of seeking 
together practical and effective ways and means of achieving 
that objective, and of obtaining for that purpose greater 
and even almost permanent coverage of the Red Cross in 
international, national, regional and local mass media.

Moreover, as an auxiliary to public authorities, 
might not the Red Cross benefit to a greater extent than 
is the case at present, and do so automatically, from the 
facilities which governments offer in information dissem
ination? Is it not in the interest of all to give prominence 
to the aims and action of the Red Cross in general and of 
individual National Societies?

What is required is to make the public at large 
constantly aware of the major problems which are the concern 
of the Red Cross, a concern which should be shared by all 
mankind.

This extensive dissemination of information would 
draw attention:

- on the one hand to what it is that constitutes the very 
basis of the Red. Cross, and determines and guides all its 
action, namely the basic Red Cross principles, humani
tarian law and the Geneva Conventions, and its permanent 
mission to improve the health and well-being of mankind;



- and on the other hand, to Red Cross operations in times 
of emergency during conflicts, natural disasters, 
epidemics or accidents.

The press, radio, television and the cinema have a 
mass-education function to perform, in order to instil a profound 
and genuine understanding of everything relating to the Red 
Cross. Young people in particular should be induced, through 
their schooling, to take an active interest in the humanitarian 
enterprises of the Red Cross.

There are of course examples of achievements in this 
field, notably the booklet published in sixteen languages by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, "The Red Cross 
and My Country", More than a million copies have been 
distributed in 52 countries.

Initiative of this kind is deserving of extension 
to other branches of communication and it is for that reason 
that Governments and National Societies here are invited to 
seek solutions which will enable the Red Cross as a whole to 
assert itself in world opinion. Better communication of 
information will lead to greater resources for the work of 
our movement, thereby enabling it to discharge even better 
than in the past the functions which are expected of it.

6. Report of the working party on racism and racial

discrimination

At its XXXIst Session (Mexico City, October 1971), the 
Board of Governors of the League adopted - following a report 
presented by the Red Cross of Yugoslavia - an important 
resolution (No. 33) on "The Role of the Red Cross in the 
Elimination of Racism and Racial Discrimination". This 
resolution in particular invited the Chairman of the Board 
of Governors to establish a working group, with which the 
ICRC would be closely associated and which would be entrusted 
with studying this problem and submitting its conclusions to 
the next session of the Council of Delegates or the XXIInd 
International Conference of the Red Cross.
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The National Societies of the following countries 
have successively been invited to join this working party: 
Algeria, Italy, Philippines, Senegal and Yugoslavia; and 
then Fre.nce, Lebanon and Mexico; and finally Ethiopia and 
Nigeria.

Under the chairmanship of the President of the 
Senegalese Red Cross, in his capacity of a League Vice-Chairman 
the working party held three meetings in Geneva. Verbal 
reports on the progress made have been presented regularly 
to the Executive Committee and to the Committee of the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairmen of the League.

In compliance with the mandate given it, the working 
party will submit a report to the Council of Delegates, in 
particular comprising proposals concerning principles and 
practical action which the Red Cross should develop in the 
struggle against racism and racial discrimination.

7. Control of the Statutes of National Red Cross Societies

Sometimes National Societies make substantial changes 
in their statutes without consulting the ICRC or the League, 
and sometimes without even advising them after making the 
changes.

Yet the ICRC is the body empowered to grant National 
Societies official recognition after verifying the bases on 
which they are founded. The League, for its part, is competent 
to decide the admission of National Societies into that 
federation, after similar examination which, incidentally, 
is carried out jointly.

The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross 
has considered this question and drawn up a draft resolution 
which it entends to submit to the Council of Delegates for that 
body to recommend its adoption by the XXIInd International 
Conference. The text of the draft is given in a special report.
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8. Information on the Activities of the Henry Dunant

Institute

As is generally known, and as decided by the Red
Cross Centenary Congress, the ICRC, the League and the
Swiss Red Cross founded the Henry Dunant Institute in 
November 1965. Its purpose, in accordance with its bye-laws, 
is to "make available to the member institutions ways and 
means of carrying out studies, research, training and 
instruction in all branches of Red Cross activities".

The Council of Delegates, as it did during the 
previous Conference, will consider a report on the Institute's 
work over the preceding four years.

II. PLENARY MEETINGS

1. Report of the Council of Delegates

The Conference hears the Report of the Council of 
Delegates and takes decisions on any points requiring them.

The Agenda of the Conference is not, however, re
discussed.

2. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General

and Assistant Secretaries General

This follows on from point 1, as the elections take 
place in accordance with the proposals of the Council of 
Delegates.
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It should he mentioned here that the Conference 
Bureau which, under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, 
is responsible for organizing its work, includes the 
Chairman of the Conference, the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission, the Heads of the Delegations of the ICRC and 
the League, the Chairman of the Commissions and the Secretary 
General of the Conference.

5. Appointment of Conference Commissions, i.e.:

(a) General Commission;

(b) Commission on International Humanitarian Law;

(c) Commission on Community Services;

(d) Drafting Committee for Resolutions.

The number of commissions may vary. The Standing 
Committee has this time decided that there should be three.

In addition, as usual, there will be a Drafting 
Committee to harmonize the resolutions adopted.

In this respect, in its report to the Council of 
Delegates in 1965, the Standing Commission "considered that 
for each of the Commissions of the Conference there should 
be a drafting committee of three members, each speaking one 
of the working languages of the Conference. These three 
committees could later merge to form the drafting committee 
for the plenary sessions of the Conference, thereby 
consisting of at least nine persons".

Under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, the 
Commissions themselves (including the Drafting Committee) 
appoint their Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur.
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4. Opening of the procedure for the election of members

of the Standing Commission

According to the Standing Commission’s report on the 
structure, organization and procedure of International 
Conferences, submitted by its chairman to the Council of 
Delegates at the Hague in 1967, "future Conferences should 
adhere to the method of election (of the Standing Commission 
members) laid down in the Statutes. The Chairman of the 
Conference shall call attention to this at the opening of 
the Conference and circulate to delegations the procedure 
to be followed for this election". That is why this item 
is on the Agenda.

The following is a reminder of some of the relevant 
statutes:

The International Conference (Article IX of the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross) shall elect five 
members to the Standing Commission in a personal capacity 
(the other four members of the Standing Commission being 
representatives of the International Committee and of the 
League). The five members hold office until the close of 
the following Conference.

The Commission appoints its own Chairman.

In addition, the International Conference Rules 
of Procedure stipulate:

Article 22.- The members of the Standing Commission 
set up in conformity with Article IX of the Statutes 
shall be elected by ballot, by the members of the 
Conference.

The five candidates obtaining an absolute majority 
shall be declared elected.

If more than five candidates obtain an absolute 
majority, the five candidates obtaining the greatest 
number of votes shall be declared elected.
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If less than five candidates obtain an absolute 
majority in the first ballot, a second ballot, and if 
necessary a third ballot, shall be held under the same 
conditions to fill the remaining vacancies.

A relative majority only shall be required in the 
third ballot.

Should the procedure laid down in the preceding 
paragraph result in the election of more than five 
persons, those who are to assume office shall be 
determined by the drawing of lots.

Article 25.- After the election of the members of the 
Standing Commission, those of them who are present at 
the Conference shall meet immediately to decide which 
shall be responsible for convening the first meeting 
of the Commission.

5. Formal reading of the Fundamental principles of

the Red Cross

The XXth International Conference at Vienna in 1965, 
according to its Resolution IX, decided that the fundamental 
principles - which it had just proclaimed • shall be 
solemnly read at the opening of every International Conference 
of the Red Cross.

6. Re-appraisal of the role of the Red Cross (Progress report)

In late 1972, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies decided to launch 
a comprehensive and far-reaching re-appraisal of the role of 
the Red Cross, a study which had been the subject of discussion 
among Red Cross leaders for some time. To .give effect to their 
decision, the sponsoring bodies formed a Joint Committee for 
the Re-appraisal of the Role of the Red Cross, composed of 
representatives from, the League, the ICRC and the Henry Dunant 
Institute.
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The necessary funds for the Re-appraisal have been 
raised from non-Red Cross sources and a Study Director has 
been appointed, taking up his duties in Geneva on February 1, 
1973. The study, which is expected to take at least two 
years, is now well underway.

A progress report will be submitted to delegates 
at the Conference.

7. Reports of the Commissions

We now come to the Agenda for the plenary meetings, 
which conclude the Conference.

The Conference will consider reports by its three 
Commissions, namely:

(a) General Commission;
(b) Commission on International Humanitarian Law;
(c) Commission on Community Services;

when these Commissions have completed their work. The 
Conference will then vote on draft resolutions submitted 
by the Commissions.

8. Election of members of the Standing Commission

The mandate of members of the Standing Commission 
terminates with the close of each International Conference. 
A new election must therefore take place in Teheran.

With regard to election procedure, see item II (4) 
above.

The Standing Commission elects its own Chairman.
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9. Place and date of the XXIIIrd International Conference

of the Red Cross

In principle, the Conference itself fixes the date 
and place of its next meeting. Article III of the Statutes 
declares that the International Conference is to "be 
convened by the Central Committee of a National Society, 
or by the International Committee, or by the league, under 
a mandate conferred for the purpose by the previous 
Conference or by the Standing Commission provided for in 
Article IX. As a general rule, favourable consideration 
shall be given, as far as possible, to any offer made during 
a Conference by a National Society, the International 
Committee or the League to act as host to the Conference 
for its next session. As an exceptional measure, the date 
of the Conference may be advanced at the request of the 
Standing Commission, or of the International Committee, or 
of the League, or of at least one third of the duly recognized 
National Societies".

In 1969, the XXIst International Conference deviated 
from the normal practice. In its Resolution No. XXXIII, it 
asked the Standing Committee "to fix the place and date of 
the XXIInd Conference after a detailed study of the partici
pation conditions and the material and technical possibilities".

The XXIInd Conference will have to decide whether 
it wishes to revert to the traditional procedure, making its 
own choice of venue for the next Conference, or, as last 
time, leave the choice to the Standing Commission after 
studying the question.



18

III. MEETINGS OF COMMISSIONS

A. General Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur

and Drafting Committee

According to Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, 
it is for the Commission itself to elect these officers.

2. Report on the Action taken on the Resolutions of the

XXIst International Conference

In keeping with tradition, the ICRC and the League 
will jointly submit a report on action taken to follow up 
the resolutions of the preceding Conference.

This item is on the agenda of all three Commissions, 
for each to deal with the questions within its purview.

J. Reports on activities

(a) International Committee of the Red Cross;

(b) League of Red Cross Societies;

(c) National Societies;

(d) Standing Commission.

These traditional items call for no comment.
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4. Questions related to Relief

The following matters are included under this item:

(a) Revision of the Principles and Rules for Red Cross 
Disaster Relief.

Based on the experience gained since the approval by 
the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross 
in Istanbul in 1969, of' the above-mentioned 
"Principles", several articles of the "Principles" 
have been recommended to be revised. A proposed 
text of the revised articles will be submitted to 
the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

(b) Co-operation between the Red Cross and the United Rations 
in the field of disaster relief.

Under this point, the Conference will be informed 
concerning the collaboration between the Red Cross 
and the United Rations, in particular since the 
appointment of the United Rations Co-ordinator, 
whose office was established in March 1972, as a 
follow-up to United Rations General Assembly 
Resolution Ro, 2816 (XXVI) of January 1972.

(c) Follow-up to Resolution Ro. 3 of the Council of Delegates 
(Mexico City), "Relief operations in armed conflicts".

Under this item, the League of Red Cross Societies 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross will 
give information on the follow-up to Resolution Ro. 3 
of the Council of Delegates (Mexico City, 1971) 
recommending the preparation of a joint relief 
operational plan.

(d) Relief operation aims and methods (with specific emphasis 
on the provision of adequate food and nutrition).

The fact that a large proportion of civilian 
casualties in several recent conflicts have resulted 
from breakdown in production and distribution of food 
and from epidemics, demonstrates the importance not 
only of allowing for relief but also of improving the 
performance of relief operations. Some of the past
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relief operations have been uncoordinated, unprepared, 
quickly improvised, and hence not always adequate for 
the tasks at hand - partly due to unsatisfactory 
analysis of the situation and the non-use of the most 
suitable personnel.

It is therefore found desirable to discuss basic 
principles and methods of relief action, and the 
development of institutions and processes for 
coordination in this field. More precisely, it is 
suggested that the Teheran Conference should discuss: 
the aims and methods of relief actions;

Advance preparation to meet situations of catastrophe, 
including those following from armed conflicts, by 
international humanitarian organizations •- The co
ordination of such advance preparation on the national 
and international level; i.e. to keep up-to-date records 
on resources available for use in disasters; to collect 
data which may facilitate the prediction of the nature 
of needs likely to arise in particular areas as personnel 
for administration and field action in relief operations ; 
to prepare for the best possible utilization of local 
food resources in times of disasters; to prepare for 
the maximum use of local personnel - The establishment 
of permanent coordination agencies for these processes.

It is further suggested that the conclusions should 
be made available as background documentation to the 
Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable 
in Armed Conflicts, which is expected to be convened 
in 1974.

5. The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

This item too has become traditional for the Interna
tional Conference. It has already given rise to many 
resolutions.
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B. Commission on International Humanitarian Lav;

1, Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur

and Drafting Committee

According to Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, 
the Commission itself elects these officers.

2. Report on Action taken on the Resolutions of the

XXIst International Conference

The ICRC and the League will jointly submit a report 
on action taken in pursuance of the resolutions of the 
previous Conference.

This is an item which is included in the agenda of 
each of the three Commissions, for each to deal with the 
questions within its purview.

3. Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

As at each Conference, the ICRC will report on the 
situation as regards ratifications and accessions, and on 
action taken for the implementation and propagation of the 
Conventions, which is essential for them to be effective.

In particular, the ICRC will give an account of its 
increased effort, jointly with Rational Societies and authorities, 
to make the Conventions known in all walks of life, especially 
among the armed forces and youth.
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The XXth Conference, in its Resolution No. XXI, 
expressed the wish "that Governments and National Societies 
submit periodic reports to the ICRC on the steps taken by 
them in this sphere". At the XXIst Conference, the ICRC gave 
an account of efforts undertaken, in a report based on 
information from various countries. It hopes to present a 
similar report to the XXIInd Conference.

4. Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian

Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts

This is undoubtedly one of the most important items 
on the agenda and is too well known for it to be necessary 
to dwell on it here in any detail.

The ICRC has worked for several years on this matter 
which was the subject of Resolution No. XIII adopted by the 
XXIst Conference and of several United Nations General 
Assembly resolutions.

In pursuance of recommendations of the Istanbul 
Conference, the ICRC has, among other things, convened two 
important sessions in 1971 and 1972 of a Conference of 
Government Experts. These were preceded by meetings of Red 
Cross experts. On the basis of the work of those conferences, 
the ICRC drew up two draft Additional Protocols to the 1949 
Geneva Conventions. The two drafts will, in due course, be 
sent to members of the Teheran Conference.

Subsequently, together with any comments by the 
International Conference, these drafts will be the basic 
documentary material to be given final form by the diplomatic 
conference which the Swiss Government intends to convene 
in Geneva in 1974.
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0. Commission on Community Services

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur

and Drafting Committee

As provided for in Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, 
the Commission elects its own officials.

2. Report on the Action taken on the Resolutions of the

XXIst International Conference

The ICRC and the League will jointly submit a report 
under this heading, which is an agenda item for each of the 
three Commissions so that they may deal with questions coming 
within their province.

5. Red Cross contribution to national plans for development 

and provision of Community Services: health (including 

blood transfusion) social welfare and youth

The League of Red Cross Societies has stressed on many 
occasions during the past four years the importance for 
National Societies to participate actively in their respective 
countries’ national development plans and provision of 
community services.

It has, therefore, appeared timely to place this item 
before the International Conference of the Red Cross so that 
representatives from both Governments and National Societies 
may have the opportunity to study together the various aspects 
of such participation.
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The purpose of the discussion is to study practical 
means whereby National Societies can share with their Govern
ment authorities in the planning and implementation of short 
and long-term community service programmes that meet the needs 
of people at all times. During the discussion, special atten
tion is to he given to the role of National Societies in 
disaster preparedness programmes, as well as to their 
involvement in national development plans undertaken by other 
governmental and non-governmental agencies.

The following specific points night be raised for 
discussion:

- how should community needs be assessed? What assistance 
does a Government expect of its National Society in 
this regard?

- what criteria should a National Society use to:
- select the activities it should undertake
- carry out these activities
- evaluate action and decide whether to pursue, modify 

or discontinue such action?

- what can a National Society do towards environment 
improvement and protection?

- how far should a National Society continue, modify or
* change its traditional action in the fields of: health

(curative and preventive medicine, health education, etc.); 
nursing, first aid and accident prevention; social work, 
disaster relief, etc.; in what other community services 
should a National Society participate, taking into 
consideration existing Government and other agencies1 
services; what assistance does a Government expect of 
the National Society in this respect?

- how can a National Society include young people in the 
planning, implementation and evaluation of community 
service programmes?
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•- how should a National Society ensure that it has the
means and skilled staff to make a significant contribution 
to planning and implementing community service programmes 
based on research in people’s real needs?

4. The Red Cross and environment problems

Environment problems are so intimately connected with 
those of community services that it is suggested that they be 
discussed together, under item 3 of the Agenda.

It is recalled that following the adoption of Resolution 
No. 29 by the Board of Governors at its XXXIst Session in 1971 
the League has given special attention to these problems. For 
this purpose, a study was undertaken on the role of the Red 
Cross in the protection of the human environment. The results, 
once studied by the Board of Governors at its session in 1973, 
will provide a useful basis for discussion at the International 
Conference of the Red Cross.


