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TEXT OF THE MESSAGE OF DR. KURT WALDHEIM, UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERALTO THE XXIIND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS HELD IN TEHRAN

The invaluable work of the Red Cross throughout the world is universally recognized and appreciated and it gives me great pleasure as Secretary-General of the United Nations to send you my warm good wishes on the occasion of the Twenty Second International Conference.The world is passing through a period of difficulty, but there is no need for us to be despondent nor to lose faith in the high purposes and ideals of the United Nations and the Red Cross. We have not yet reached a situation when the United Nations can devote its full resources to the advancement of mankind in an atmosphere of universal peace and when the Red Cross can concentrate upon the limitation of human suffering from natural disasters. But while we work towards our objective of lasting peace, the United Nations and the Red Cross work together in the spirit of international service to alleviate human suffering from all causes.At this moment in particular when our attention is focussed upon the tragic situation in the Middle East, I should like to convey to you my profound admiration for the devoted work of the Red Cross in that area and for the close co-operation with the United Nations. This co-operation which has been of such importance in past years will, I am confident, steadily increase.I send to you and to all who work for the Red Cross, my sincere gratitude for your endeavours and my best wishes for the future.
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Statement by Mr. Faruk N. Serkol

United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 

at the XXII International Conference of the Red Cross

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me the opportunity - and 

the privilege - of speaking at the XXIInd International Conference 

of the Red Cross in my capacity as the United Nations Disaster 

Relief Co-ordinator.

During the last decade the United Nations family has become 

increasingly involved in organizing and co-ordinating assistance to 

victims of natural and other disasters. A series of resolutions 

has been passed over these last years by the Economic and Social 

Council and the General Assembly, referring both to specific 

disasters and to the general problem of disaster assistance. I 

need hardly add that these resolutions have always fully recognized 

the splendid work and the invaluable experience of the Red Cross 

in disaster situations over a far longer period.
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This growing activity and interest in the problem of disasters 

led in 1971 to the adoption by the General Assembly of a resolution 

which established the Office of the United Mations Disaster Relief 

Co-ordinator. The Secretary-General had presented a comprehensive 

report leading up to this resolution and the International Committee 

of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies were both 

consulted, and the League participated actively in the drafting of 

this report.

Our small Office, which has come to be known as UNDRO, began 

to be assembled during 1972 and from the outset has owed much to 

the co-operation which we have received from the Red Cross. I 

should like to emphasize that our relations are much more than merely 

formal. I and my colleagues enjoy the closest personal contacts 

with those in Geneva who guide and direct the ICRC and the League. 

Ide have now been involved in more than twenty-five disaster 

situations and our first action is always to consult together with 

the League to compare notes an the news we have received and on the 

actions which we feel need to be taken
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Another very personal link between our Office and the Red Cross 

is present with me at this Conference in the person of Mr. Stanissis 

who is well known to most of you and has been kindly seconded by the 

Secretary General of the League to my Office.

I know that there will be an opportunity at the General 

Commission of this Conference for me and my colleague to take part 

in the discussion of specific problems of relief. I understand 

that the Red Cross will in the next days continue these discussions 

based on experiences from a series of major relief actions after 

both man-made and natural disasters which have happened during the 

last years since the Istanbul Conference. This is likely to raise 

problems of technique concerning the co-operation between the League 

of Red Cross Societies, the ICRC and the National Societies, but 

also how all good forces, including the United Nations, should work 

together. For me this Conference will offer an excellent 

opportunity not only to participate in the debates but also I hope 

to make personal contacts with many of those Red Cross Representatives 

who during these last years have taken such a great part in relief 

work both concerning their own and other countries. I look forward 

wholeheartedly to the development of these contacts in the future.



Maybe some people Inside or outside the United Nations are 

afraid of overlapping, not only in our work on disasters but also 

perhaps in some of the other fields in which the Red Cross and the 

United Nations Family both operate. Some may have even feared 

competition when we spoke about the activities of our organizations.

I should like to affirm my conviction that, on the contrary, 

we are both needed on the world scene today, that we are comple

mentary and that there are the greatest advantages in a close 

and confident co-operation.

The United Nations is the instrument of Governments both 

for political, economic and humanitarian tasks, and the Red Cross 

is the spokesman for million Red Cross volunteers attached 

tc their independent organization.

The United Nations can deal with governments and, as you 

know, it has also formal and, I believe, effective links with a 

large number of voluntary agencies. The Red Cross, because of 

its possibilities for quick non-bureaucratic action, can da things 

which perhaps governments cannot always do. It is most important 

that the approaches which we make to donors should be closely 

co-Drdinated with those made by the League to its National 

Societies, many of whom receive important contributions not only 

from the general public but also from governments themselves.
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Thanks to our close proximity to each other, my Office and the 

Red Cross can ensure this co-ordinated approach and avoid dupli

cation and overlapping. LJe are both learning to work together 

ever more efficiently as events bring experience.

I personally am convinced that our association has already 

taken solid root, that we both see clearly how we can work 

hand in hand and that this co-operation will grow and develop 

in our common service to the needy and the unfortunate. It is 

in this spirit that I bring my sincere greetings to this

Conference


