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Singapore Red Cross Society -
Admission to the League

The Singapore Red Cross Society wishes to thank all the members 
of the League of Red Cross Societies on the occasion of its 
admission to the League on the 2nd November 1975.
Our Society had its beginnings in 194-9 as a branch of the British 
Red Cross Society. In 196Z we became the Singapore branch of 
the Malaysian Red Cross Society and later in the same year we 
became established as the Singapore Red Cross Society. We 
have for several years now been actively associated with the 
League of Red Cross Societies in several fields. During this 
time we have received advice and encouragement from Mr. Henrik 
Beer and his efficient Secretariat. Our close relationship with 
the Disaster Relief Section of the League in servicing disaster 
relief programmes to East and South East Asia from Singapore has 
been a satisfying experience for us. We also thank Dr. Kingsley 
Seevaratnam, The Desk Officer for Asia for his valuable advice 
and intense sense of dedication which has been an example to us all.
During this time it has also been our privilege to forge strong 
ties of friendship with our sister Societies in the South East 
Asia and Pacific Region. Our friends from New Zealand have given 
us material assistance and expertise from time to time and their 
constant concern and encouragement is deeply appreciated by my 
Society. I wish to thank Australia for their deep interest in 
our welfare and progress. With the Societies of the Republic of 
Vietnam, Khmer Republic, Laos, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
the Philippines we cherish the common bonds of close neighbours 
drawn closer together by the common experience of shared danger 
in the turbulent history of the region. Needless to add our ties 
with Malaysia are particularly close in this regard.
And finally I think there can be no finer setting and perhaps 
no finer moment for our admission to their great association of 
nations, for inspired as we are by the enshrined wisdom of this 
ancient land of Iran we turn to explore more positive roles to 
fulfil the human aspiration of people everywhere to live a better 
life.

Dr. W. Rasanayagam
Chairman
Singapore Red Cross Delegation to
XXIInd Session of the Board of Governors 
TEHERAN
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XXII international conference of the red cross • Tehran 1973

Gentlemen, Presidents of the Committee and the League of
International Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion Organization:

On this auspicious occasion when the Committee and the 
League of International Red Cross Organization convenes its 
Twenty-second International Conference and the Thirty-second 
meeting of the League of the Board of Governors in Tehran, I 
consider it my duty, as an individual concerned in the welfare 
of people around the world, and as Patron of the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society, to express my sincere and heartfelt apprecia
tion, and those of the people of Afghanistan, to you and your 
colleagues of the Committee and the League, and through you 
to similar organizations, members of the League of International 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion Organization, for their 
immediate concern in sending missions to study the unfortunate 
situation that resulted from the two years of consecutive drought 
and its severe consequences on the lives of our countrymenu. 
Their readiness in extending contributions to the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society, contributions towards construction of first 
aid centres, generous campaigns led in securing the active and 
effective participation of other similar organizations and their 
prompt spiritual and material assistance to the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society and the Afghan people in our time of need, were 
all great humanitarian acts which merit our most sincere and 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude.

In these sensitive times when the world's eyes, particu
larly of the refugees and sufferers of calamities - are focused 
on the meeting and on the humanitarian decisions of the Twenty- 
second International Conference General Assembly of this great 
humanitarian organization, it is my sincere wish that the 
responsible heads of this organization and members attending 
this Conference will reach decisions that would effectively 
contribute to the further wellbeing and welfare of needy people 
throughout the world, within the framework of international peace 
and security.

MOHAMMAD DAOUD
Head of State and Prime Min
ister of the Republic of 

Afghanistan.

Kabul - 2Z O.ctober 1973, 
Presidential Palace.
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Speech Delivered by H.E. Mr. Chen Hsin-jen, Head of the 
Chinese Government Delegation on the Additional Protocols 
to the Geneva Conventions at the Law Commission of the 22nd 
International Conference of the Red Cross, on November 11,1975 
in Tehran

Mr. Chairman,
The world situation has undergone significant 

changes since the conclusion of the Geneva Conventions 
of 194-9. The International Committee of the Red Cross 
has done a great deal of work with a view to supplementing 
the Conventions, convening me etingsnofr. Government and Red 
dross experts and drawing up and putting forward two draft 

Additional Protocols. At the current Conference, the 
Chinese Delegation has carefully listened to the speeches 
by the representatives of many countries, some of whom 
have presented views of great value. We are not yet well 
acquainted with the discussions at the previous meetings 
of experts and have to make a further study of the problem. 
Now, I would like to set forth initially our position on 
certain principles:

(1) In the past twenty years and more since World War 
II, imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism have con^ij. 
tinually carried out wars of aggression and colonialist 
oppression in various parts of the world. The struggles 
wage! by the people of all countries and particularly those 
subjected to aggression and oppression, in defence of state 
sovereignty against foreign aggression have developed 
vigorously. The people of Asian, African and Latin American 
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countries have won great victories in their struggles to win 
and safeguard national independence. At present, an increasing 
number of small and medium-sized countries are getting further 
united to jointly oppose imperialism, colonialism, neo-col- 
onialism and big power hegemonism, ah this is eloquent 
proof that countries wanting independence, nations wanting 
leberation and the people wanting revolution is a great 
historical trend of our time. In these circumstances, to 
adapt the Geneva Conventions to the needs of the new situation 
is one of the tasks facing us.

(2) We have always held that wars must be divided 
into the just and the unjust. Today, the armed struggles 
waged by the people of various countries against aggression 
and for national liberation are perfectly just and should be 
respected and supported. Imperialist and colonialist armed 
aggression and intervention are unjust and must bo resolutely 
opposed and condemned. This is the view expressed by the 
representatives of many Third World countries at various 
international conferences. The Delegates of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam, Tanzania and other delegates have also 
expressed the same view at this Conference. This view, in its 
basic spirit, is in conformity with the purposes and principles 
of the c. t. U.N. Charter. Hence, it should be made an 
essential principle to be supplemented to the Geneva Conventions. 
The Chinese Delegation holds that supplements to the Geneva 
Conventions should be helpful to the people of all countries 
in their just struggles against aggression and colonialist
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oppression; that they should explicitly affirm the legal 
status of the national liberation struggles; and that they 
should give legal protection which is due to guerrilla 
fighters for national liberation. This is a demand of the 
people of the world, and it is in full conformity with 
humanitarianism. At the same time, representatives of the 
national liberation movements should be invited to take part 
in the discussion of this subject at the Diplomatic Con
ference to be held next February. However, some people not 
only are against explicitly stipulating the legal status of 
national liberation struggles but also deliberately set up 
diverse obstacles to national liberation movements. There 
are even some people who play the trick of "false support and 
real opposition". To them "Humanitarianism" is mere hypocricy.

(Z) Respect for state sovereignty and non-inter
ference in other countries' internal affairs is an important 
guiding principle in present-day international relations. 
It must be strictly adhered to in supplementing the Geneva 
Conventions. It is only natural that many small and 
medium-sized countries attach great importance to this 
question while discussing the draft Additional Protocols. 
It is a sacred right of the people of all countries to 
safeguard their state sovereignty and opposesinterference 
in their internal affairs, a right which must be fully 
respected. The Chinese Delegation resolutely supports 
this just demand and is firmly opposed to any attempt, on 
the pretext of humanitarianism, to insert in the Additional 
Protocols any provisions that infringe on the sovereignty
or interfere in the internal affairs of any country.
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(4) According to the resolutions of the Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross and the U.N. General 
Assembly, the main objective of supplementing the Geneva 
Conventions is to give humanitarian protection to victims 
of armed conflicts. Today, the superpowers, in contending 
for world hegemony, are engaged in a mad race of developing 
weapons of mass destruction, nuclear weapons in particular. 
They are brandishing nuclear weapons to threaten the 
people of various countries. If we should fail to 
explicitly prohibit these weapons of mass destruction 
in supplementing the Geneva Conventions, we should go 
against the desire of the people of the whole world. And 
there would be no "humanitarianism" to speak of. The 
Chinese Government long ago recognised the 1925 Geneva 
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacterio
logical Methods of Warfare, and China is firmly opposed 
to the use of bacteriological, biological and chemical 
weapons. As to nuclear weapons, the Chinese Government 
has issued statements on many occasions, holding that 
they should be completely prohibited and thoroughly des
troyed and that, as the first step, all nuclear countries, 
and above all, the two superpowers, the United States and the 
Soviet Union,, must undertake the unequivocal obligation 
that at no time and in no circumstances will they be the first 
to use nuclear weapons. This is our firm and unshakable 
principled stand. However, the superpowers are not only 
against making an explicit relevant stipulation in the 
Additional Protocols, but even try to prevent discussion of



the question at our Conference. This is utterly unreasonable.
One of the superpowers is talking glibly about "disarmament" 
and "humanitarianism1^ while at the same time it is frantically 
manufacturing weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear 
weapons, and is unwilling to undertake not to be the first 
to use nuclear weapons. Isn't this making a great tnodkery 
of humanitarianism?

(5) To ensure maximum protection to civilians
in war is an important question in supplementing the Geneva 
Conventions. The atrocities of killing and maiming civilians 
by the imperialists and colonialists in their wars of 
aggression have aroused the vehement indignation and 
unanimous condemp.^ti4isa of the people of the world. This 
demand and voice of justice should be given clear expres
sion in the supplements to the Geneva Conventions. Some 
people, however, are trying hard to narrow the definition 
of "civilians" and imposing unreasonable qualifications 
and restrictions so as to deprive masses of civilians 
of due protection. This is in essence an attempt to 
provide a "legal" cover for their wanton massacre and 
persecution of civilians in their wars of aggression. We 
are firmly opposed to this attempt.

Mr. Chairman,
Supplementing the Geneva Conventions is an important 

and serious task and it should be done through earnest 
discussions and full consultations on the principle of 
equality of all nations, big and small. We hope that
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supplements to the Geneva Conventions will really reflect 
the demands of the developing trend of the international 
situation and give expression to the just demands and 
reasonable views of the people of the worlds 
particularly those of the Third World who have been 
subjected to much aggression and colonialist oppression. 
The Chinese Delegation is ready to work together with all 
countries that love peace and uphold justice to do a 
good job of supplementing the Geneva Conventions in 
advancement of the cause of human justice.

*



COLLECTION C

etc m?) |
^tâineoJtÿ

Q)a/e-f

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The International standards Organization has.asked 
Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of Iran to represent 
the former in the 22nd International Conference of the Red Cross 
Association.

The Inistitute of Standards and Industrial Research of 
Iran while expressing its pleasure to accept the assignment has 
also the honour to give hereunder for your information a brief 
account of the activities of the International Standards Organization:-

The International Organization for Standardization which 
is abbreviated to ISO is the international body which specializes in 
standardization. It comprises the national standards bodies of 70 
countries and its activities are aimed at world-wide agreement on 
International Standards with a view to the expansion of trade, the 
improvement of quality, the increase of productivity and reduction 
of prices.

ISO work covers virtually every area of technology with 
the exception of electrotechnical questions which are the responsi
bility of the International Electrotechnical Comssission (IEC).

The ISO work is carried out through some 1400 technical 
bodies which bring together more than 50,000 experts from all over 
the world and has resulted .in the publication of more than 2,250 
ISO standards representing more than 250,000 pages of documents.

<•The ISO was created inl946 and its organs consist of a 
General Assembly consisting of the delegates of all the ISO members 
and a council consisting of the delegates of 14 elected members plus 
the ISO president - a president and a vice president. These last 
three organs are each elected for three years. The Secretary General 
who is the head of the ISO central secretariat is responsible for the 
technical, administrative and financial work of ISO. The seat of ISO 
is in Geneva in the same place as IEC situates.

Coble : STANDINST P-O- Box 2937

Tehran- Tehran.

IS1RI MARK



As it is mentioned above the work of ISO is in alipost all 
the fields of the human activities and no doubt the Red Cross Societies 
and their affiliates have plenty of interests in the work of ISO and can 
greatly benefit from it. Such fields as administration, air and 
water purity, safety belts, building construction, containers, mechanical 
handling equipments, earth moving machinery, fire-fighting, fire 
tests on building materials and structures, food containers, gas 
cylinders, implants for surgery, lifting hooks, medical transfusion 
equipment, needles for injection, noise, nuclear energy, pesticides, 
pictorial markings for handling of goods, pipes and fittings, 
refractories, refrigeration, space heating, stretcher and stretcher 
carriers, syringes for medical use, vibration and shock, wire ropes 
and many other fields are among the scope of technical work of ISO 
and for each there is a technical body created within the ISO 
Organization. These fields are no doubt of great interest for the 
Red Cross Societies and ISO work can do much to elevate the 
efficiency and higher effects of Red Cross Societies.

We in Iran in the ISIRI are also engaged on national level 
in the similar work and have cooperation with the Red Lion and 
Sun Society in Iran in all their activities.

M.Soroudi
Director General 

Institute of Standards and Industrial 
Research of Iran.
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STATEMENT MADE BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VN
ON NOVEMBER 12, 1973

Mr. President,

In response to your appeal, my Delegation will restrict 
its statement to general remarks as means of introduction to 
our proposed amendments. Anyhow, my delegation would like to 
contribute its modest part to this conference as it has made 
at the 2nd meeting of governmental experts in Geneva. This 
contribution is founded on the heartfelt experience that VN has 
unfortunately suffered during these 25 years.

Actually, the people of VN has been victims of a war 
of aggression especially barbarous led by the expansionist 
imperialism which has subjugated half of our country and trans
formed this half into a deadly war machine using to invade all 
the neighboring countries.

The methods and means of war used by this expansionist 
imperialism, open or subversive, have aimed in the first place 
to terrorize and to massacre the innocent civilian population 
in the villages, in the cities, and in the far-away hamlets.

All of these means and methods of combat are clearly 
prohibited by the two Geneva Conventions of 1949 - the conventions 
that are, however, entirely ignored by the aggressors. This is 
due to an erroneous conception that certain regimes have given 
themselves, and instead of taking man and his dignity as final 
objective of the humanitarian law, they have thought that man 
must serve as an instrument for the achievement of that ideology.

The whole range of methods of terror goes from the simple 
and outright elimination of all the civilians in villages and in 
the cities which were temporarily occupied^as welly of the burial 
of thousands of living hostages .... to the use of the most 
sophisticated arms and weapons such as the launching of long-range 
rockets and missiles against populous agglomerations, especially 
in urban areas.
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Mr. President,

The additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions should 
therefore devote a large part to the protection of civilians. 
The civilian population must be protected not only against the 
armed conflict, but also against the methods of terror. This 
civilian population is drawn by force against themselves into 
the conflict. This question was already raised yesterday by 
the distinguished delegate from Belgium.

To shorten my statement, I should like to inform, you, 
without going into the details, that we have already submitted 
our proposed amendments to the Secretariat.

Concering the Draft Protocol I, these proposed amendments 
are related to art. 5 on Appointment of Protecting Powers and 
of their Substitute, art. 35 on Prohibition of Perfidy, art. 40 
on Independent missions, art. 42 on new Category of prisoners 
of war, art. 49 on Works and installations containing dangerous 
forces, art. 50 on Precautions in attack, art. 55 on Zones of 
Military operations, art. 59 on Identification, art. 62 on 
Relief action, and art. 77 on Superior order.

As far as the Protocol II is concerned, we suggest 
amendments to art. 1 on Material field of application, art.8 on 
Persons whose liberty has been restricted, art. 14 on Role of the 
civilian population, art. 16 on general protection of medical 
duties, art. 25 on Definition, and art. 33 on Relief actions.

Our Delegation will present in appropriate time, the 
explanations on the above suggested amendments.


