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I - INTRODUCTION

The TURKISH RED-CRESCENT SOCIETY was founded on 11 June 
1868, recognized by the ICRC on 8 August 1868 and admitted 
to the League on 7 April 1930.

The Society’s emblem is a red crescent on a white ground. 
Its headquarters is situated in Ankara»

II - ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE

1) Authorities of the Society
a) The General Assembly is the supreme organ of the 
Society» It is composed of members of the Central 
Committee, Auditors and delegates (307 in 1973) elected 
by local congresses» Honorary members may attend the 
sessions? they are not, however, entitled to vote.

b) The Central Committee,which is the high level 
governing and supervising body, comprises of 30 members 
elected by the General Assembly for a period of 5 years. 
At least 5 of the members should be doctors of medicine. 
Each year 5 members, whose term has expired, leave the 
Committee, but they are eligible for re-election.

c) The Board of Management is the executive organ of the 
Central Committee» It is composed of a President,
2 Vice-Presidents, a Secretary General and 3 members 
elected by the Central Committee from among its members 
fdr a term of 1 year.

d) The Board of Auditors is in charge of auditing, on 
behalf of General Assembly, all accounts of the Central 
Committee. It consists of 3 members elected by the 
General Assembly for a period of 1 year.

e) The Director General» appointed by the Central Committee 
for an unspecified period, regulates and administers the 
services of the National Headquarters in accordance with 
the Statute and Regulations of the Society and pursuant
to the decisions of superior bodies. He is responsible 
to the Board of Management. In carrying out his work, he 
is assisted by a group of professionals (896 at present).
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2) Local organization

The Society’s local organization is composed of 
Local Committees, set up by at least 40 Red-Crescent 
volunteers at the Prefectures or in regions that may 
be considered important by the Central Committee from 
the point of view of the Red-Crescent activities. At 
present,1 there exist 646 Local Committees.

a) "The Red-Crescent Women's Voluntary Association" 
This was founded on 1 July 1972 under the Patronage 
and Chairmanship of the wife of the President of 
Republic. The main goals of the Association are to 
promote mutual understanding and social unity among 
women, to train volunteers in the field of first aid, 
mother and child care, home nursing, etc. and to raise 
funds through various social activities. It carries 
out its work under the supervision of the Central 
Committee.

b) "The junior Red-Crescent*. This comprises the 
local branches set up at schools. The Society has 
recently decided to reorganize the youth organisation 
with a view to giving young people a more active 
participation in the Red-Crescent activities.

4) Relations with the State

a) The President of the Republic is the Chief 
Patron of the Society. (1)

b) Statutory relations:
(i) The Society enjoys an autonomous legal status. 

It is governed by its own Statute, drawn up in 
conformity with the principles of the Red-Cross and 
in concord to the stipulations of international 
c onventi ons.(2)
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(ii) Members of Parliament cannot hold positions in 
the Society. Those who occupy a position in the 
governing bodies of the Society may not join a 
political party. (3)

c) Fiscal relations?

(i) The Society does not receive any direct financial 
support from the State. However, it has been given 
certain financial facilities by law.

(ii) In cases of war or disaster, the items to be 
imported in the name of the Society shall be exempt 
from customs duties and other taxes. (4)

(iii) The Society shall be exempt from all taxes, 
dues and charges, to which it could be liable.(5)

(iv) Monopolies such as the import and sale of 
specific medicines and X-ray films, have been 
conferred to the Society by law.(6)

(1) The Statute of the Society.
(2) The Statute of the Society, Article-2?

Law on Associations, No. 1630 of December 2, 1972, 
Article 59 «

(3) Constitution of the Turkish Republic, Articles
78 and 119»

(4) Law, No. 4119 of September 22, 1941.
(5) Law, No. 1606 of July 22, 1972.
(6) Laws, No. 7075 of February 7, 1958 and No. 1118 of 

June 21, 1972.
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d) Coordination and cooperations

(i) The Ministries of Public Health, Reconstruction 
and Resettlement, Education, Defence and Foreign Affairs 
as well as the Civil Defence Administration, appoint 
their own representatives to the Central Committee. They 
may take part in the discussions, but are not entitled 
to vote.

(ii) The President of the Society (or his representa
tive) is a member of “the Central Coordination Committee 
on Disaster Relief", which comprises the Under Secretaries 
of the Ministries of Reconstruction and Resettlement
(as Chairman), Public Health, Interior and Defence.

(iii) The Red-Crescent, together with the Ministries 
of Public Health and Defence, is a member of " the 
Interministerial Coordination Committee on Blood 
Transfusion".

Ill - MEMBERS AND FINANCING

a) Irrespective of race, sex, religion and political 
opinion, every Turkish citizen, who attains his majority, 
may become a member of the Society. Under certain 
conditions, stipulated by the Statute, juridical persons 
may also be admitted to membership.

b) There are four categories of members in the Society:
A

(i) ordinary members,
(ii) permanent members,

(iii) honorary members,
(iv) associate members.

2) At present, the Society has 1.135*000 members of 
various categories.

3) Budget and means of financing

a) The financial year of the Society runs from 
1st January to 31st December each year. The activities 
and expenditures of the Society are effectuated in 
accordance with a yearly program-budget.
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b) The Central Committee’s statement of income and 
expenditure for 1969 - 1973 is given below:

Years Income
(T.L.)

Expenditure
(T.L.)

c) The main sources of income are?

1969 53.242.000 45.926.000
1970 52.675.000 45.360.000
1971 75.103.000 47.857.OOO

1972 76.400.000 64.552.000
1973 82.260.000( estimated)79.243«000 (estimated)

- membership fees (the minimum annual fee is 5 TL.)
- gifts, bequests and donations,
- tax seals and Red-Crescent stamps,
- interest of deposit accounts,
- revenue of investments,
-rent of real estate,
- funds raised by junior Red-Crescent,
- funds obtained from social events,
- revenues of concessions and monopolies,
- income from blood transfusion services.

4) Fund raising methods

a) Recent initiatives taken in this field are as 
follows:

(i) Pursuant to a Presidential Decree issued 
in 1972, a quarter of the income from the sporting 
events and horse races, organized under the name of 
"Presidential Cup", shall be handed over to the 
Red-Crescent.

(ii) In 1971, agreement was made with certain 
banks, in which the Society holds an account, that 
the bariks will use Red-Crescent stamps on their 
documents.

(iii) A Law was passed on 11 July 1972 exempting 
the Society from all taxes, duties and charges, to 
which it could be liable.
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b) Other fund raising methods:

(i) During the annual "Red-Crescent Week", the 
President of the Republic appeals to the nation by
radio to give every possible support to the Society. 
Thereafter, members of Local Committees, through 
personal contact, endeavour to recruit new members 
and seek donations.

(ii) In cooperation with 2 other charity establishments, 
the Society organises the collection of gifts during 
religious holidays.

(iii) The Society gets income from payment of sweep 
stakes organised for horse races. In accordance with a 
Decree of the Council of Ministers, the sums under five 
piasters are not taken into consideration when the gains 
are divided among holders of the winning tickets, and 
the resulting amount is handed over to the Red-Crescent 
by the race course management.

(iv) The concession of a mineral water source, which 
was ceded by the Government in 1926 to the Red-Crescent, 
is worked by the Society.

(v) The monopoly of X-ray films, vaccinations and 
certain medicines used in the therapy of malaria and 
syplilis, which was given by law the Society on the 
grounds of public health (i.e. to supply these products 
at all times in sufficiency), yields a steady income.

(vi) Funds are also obtained, in particular by Local 
Committees, from the sale of Red-Crescent Calenders and 
handiworks (dolls in national dress, embroidery, etc 
produced by handicapped people in certain local Red- 
Crescent rehabilitation centers), social entertainments, 
benefit performances, bazaars, lotteries organized at 
local fairs, collection boxes; and contribution envelopes 
distributed to every household by night watchmen.

5) A fund raising campaign generally takes place during 
"Red-Crescent Week", celebrated from 29 October to 4 
November each year.
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IV - PRESENT ACTIVITIES

1) Disaster relief

a) Being the Red-Crescent of a disaster-prone country, 
one of the major tasks of the Society is to provide 
prompt and efficient aid to the victims of a disaster and 
to make suitable advance preparations<,

b) At the national level, the co-ordination of relief 
activities between the Society and responsible public 
authorities is ensured by ’"the Central Co-ordination 
Committee on Disaster Relief”, which is composed of the 
Under Secretaries of the Ministries of Reconstruction, 
Public Health, Interior and Defence, and the President 
of the Red-Crescent. In the preparatory phase, the 
Committee draws up and revises emergency plans, examines 
the state of readiness, and considers the appropriate 
methods of co-ordination and co-operation among 
responsible organizations.At the disaster phase, it 
regulates the aid to be given to the suffering population 
and seeks solutions to the various problems of the 
disaster area.

c) In accordance with the national plans, the Society 
assumes the following responsibilities in respect of 
emergency assistance?

(i) to build up stocks of relief material^
(ii) in the event of a disaster5

- to extend the first medical aid and 
provide shelter and food to the victims, and

- to store locally the supplies accrued to the 
stricken area and, in co-operation with the 
Local Coordination Committee, to distribute 
them to those in need.

The Society, being fully aware of the vital importance of 
preparedness, has set up a Central Warehouse near Ankara 
and four auxiliary depots in various regions of the country. 
In these depots, tents, blankets, clothing, foodstuff, 
medical supplies, mobile emergency hospitals, mobile 
kitchens and water purification units have been stored. 
In addition, they have been equipped with trucks in order 
to ensure a quick delivery of emergency supplies.
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The Central Warehouse is also capable of making tents and overhouling 
those returned from disaster areas. The Society, realizing that, in 
parallel to stock-piling, the recruitment and training of relief 
personnel is equally important, has constituted a Relief and Supplies 
Section at the Directorate General and, is actually working on a 
training programme.

d) During the time of this report, several major and minor 
disasters took place in the country, which called for the intervention 
of the Red-Crescent. In handling these emergencies, the Society mainly 
resorted to its own resources and only appealed to the international 
Red-Cross for assistance, if and when the magnitude of the disaster 
proved to be beyond its capacity.

Between 1969 and 1973 (8 months only), in addition to relief and 
medical teams, emergency hospitals and mobile kitchens, the Society 
forwarded, in all, 56.568 tents, 34.655 blankets, 399.036 pieces of 
clothing, foodstuff and medical supplies worth 1 million TL. and 
217-750 TL. in cash to the stricken areas. (This summary account 
includes the emergency assistance extended to Demirci (March 1969), 
Gediz (March 1970), Burdur and Bingol (May 1971) earthquakes.)

e) As evidence of the Society’s will to contribute to the 
promotion of solidarity and mutual assistance in the Red-Cross 
Community, it did not fail to take part, within its means, in various 
international disaster relief operations.

During the period under study, the Red-Crescent also received 
invaluable aid from the League and sister Societies in time of need.

The assistance given and received from abroad is shown in Annexes 
1 and 2 respectively.

2) Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities

a) In collaboration with the Military Medical School, the Red- 
Crescent Women’s Voluntary Association organized courses on home 
nursing and first aid for the Army Officers’ wives.

b) The Society trains nurses for military hospitals.
c) The Society co-operates with the authority responsible civil 

defence planning and training.

d) During the pilgrimage season, the Society sends a medical 
team to Saudi Arabia in order to extend medical care to the pilgrims. 
In this respect, it also assists the Public Health outhorities in 
carrying out the quarantine services.

e) It is within the responsibilities of the Society to feed any 
refugees and emigrants until they are resettled.
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3) Assistance to the victims of the armed conflicts

During the period under study, no such situation has 
cropped up within the country, which might demand the 
intervention of the Red-Crescent. On the other hand, 
it has been unfortunately observed that armed conflicts 
broke out elsewhere. In the years 1969 - 1973» the 
Society extended assistance^ total value of 676.745 TL., 
in cash as well as in kind, to the war victims in Nigeria, 
jordan, Pakistan and Indo-China.

4) International Development Cooperation

The Society made a voluntary contribution of 5.000 Swfr. 
to the financing of the League's 1972 Development 
Programme.

5) Activities in the field of health

a) First aid?
(i) In close co-operation with the Directorates of 

Security and Highways, the Society has so for 
installed 50 first aid stations along the principal 
highways.

(ii) It organizes training courses for first aid 
instructors twice a year. So far, '587 participants 
successfully completed these courses.

(iii)Since  1958, it has been arranging basic courses on 
first aid for the students and public. Till the end 
of 1972, 20.626 first aiders have been trained through 
these coursses.

(iv) In 1970, the Society established a regional ambulance 
service in Ankara.

T i j - -« p ” j -n - .

(v) The Society has published a First Aid Manual.

b) Blood transfusion

At national level, it has been assigned to the the 
Red-Crescent as one of its main responsibilities to 
render the blood transfusion services. From the very 
beginning, the Society has been applying the principle 
of voulntary blood donation. Generally speaking, blood 
and processed blood are provided at a charge which only 
covers the cost to the Society. However, it is given 
to the military hospitals as well as,to the poor as a
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The first blood transfusion center was organised in 1957 
in Ankara» In the following years, the Society established a 
Control and Research Laboratory and a Plasm-Processing Unit in 
Ankara as well as six other transfusion centers in Bursa, Erzurum, 
Istanbul, Izmir, Samsun and Zonguldak. Each center is equipped 
with a mobile service unit to collect blood at mass donation 
sessions. Annually, these centers receive an average of 120.000 
bottles of blood.

Dried plasm and blood protein fractions (human-albumin, 
gamma-globulin, fibrinogen, etc.) are produced in the Plasm- 
Processing Unit. The Control and Research Laboratory, carries 
out scientific research, produces ABO serum, organizes courses 
on the use of blood and blood derivatives, and publishes literature 
on the subject.

c) Health education

The main purpose of the health education work carried 
out by the Red-Crescent is to prevent accidents, particularly 
home accidents, and to promote first aid preparedness among the 
public. To this end, the Society organizes each year regular 
courses on home nursing, mother and child care, general health 
and blood transfusion. So far, 5.190 volunteers have been trained 
at these courses.

d) Other activities

(i) The Society co-operates with the Public Health 
authorities in the campaign against certain major epidemics, if 
need be.

(ii) Free medical examination is offered to the poor 
at the Red-Crescent dispensaries set up by some Local Committees.

(iii) In certain cases, the Society finances the costs 
of vital and expensive surgical operations and of medical treatment 
of the poor. It also meets the expenses of treatment in sanatoriums 
of the needy students, who suffer from tuberculosis. In the Years 
1969-1972, 3.022 patients received such aid.

6) Activities in the field of nursing

The Red-Crescent is the pioneer of modern nursing in 
Turkey.

It founded in 1925 the first nursing school in the 
country. "The Red-Crescent Nursing College”, which is a free 
boarding school, gives four years of vocational training for 
secondary school graduates. The College trains nurses for different 
Red-Crescent services as well as for various public organizations, 
which make an obligatory contribution to the school budget. The 
present capacity of the school is 200 students. Up to the end of 
1972-73 scholastic year, 1.444 fully trained nurses graduated from 
the College. The Society takes a real pride in observing the fact 
that the Red-Crescent nurses are much in demand all over the country.
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7) Activities in the field of social welfare

a) The Society maintains two workshops, one in Ankara and 
the other in Istanbul, for the manufacture of wheel-chairs, special 
medical boots and corsets. It has also arranged with same private 
enterprises to provide artificial limbs and arms for the poor.
The Society's services in this field are free of charge. In the 
years 1969-1972, 1.021 invalids were equipped with wheel-chairs and 
3.667 with artificial limbs, boots, etc.

b) Some Local Committees run meal centers to provide 
subsistance for the poor. At present, there exist 21 centers in 
various parts of the country.

c) The Society extends aid, in cash as well as in kind, 
to those who have temporarily lost their ability to work for 
different reasons. During the time of this report,the Society’s 
aid as such amounts to 50.754.000 TL.

d) In a few rehabilitation centers, organized by some 
Local Committees, a vocational training is given to a number of 
disasbled.

8) Activities in the field of youth

a) These activities are carried out by ’’The Youth Branches", 
constituted at primary and secondary schools as well as at lycées, 
and co-ordinated by the Society’s Youth Directorate. The Blanches in 
question, the number of which is 6.465 at present, show various 
activities with a view to promoting the principles, objectives and 
activities of the Red-Crescent, provide their needy fellows with, 
school material and clothing,organize first aid courses in their 
respective schools and raise funds-which amounted to 2.669*900 T.L. 
in 1972- through the sale of Red-Crescent Youth stamps and rosettes.

b) In various parts of the country, the Society has set up 
"Red-Crescent Youth Camps", 12 in all, to provide recreation for the 
needy but successful students at primary, secondary and lycée levels. 
The camps are opened annually between 1 July and 31 August and 
generally organized in three terms, each lasting 20 days. At these 
camps, along with physical and mental training, basic knowledge on 
Red-Crescent is given by the leaders to the participants. Each year, 
approximately 5.000 students are admitted to these camps. As will be 
recalled, Pendik Youth Camp near Istanbul has many times served as 
an international Red-Cross youth camp. The Society, being aware of 
the potential role of youth in respect of their contribution to an 
enduring peace, has decided to establish a permanent international 
Red-Cross youth camp, with a capacity of 1.000 beds, over an area
of 300 acres near Burhaniye on the Aegean Coast.
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c) The Society given scholarships to the exceptional students 
of poor financial background to support their education» During the 
reporting period,2.236 students profited from these Red-Crescent grants. 
Also, some Local Committees maintain hostels to provide free accomoda
tion for the needy students.

d) In 1973? the Society organized a country-wide painting 
and composition contest among students at all levels. The contest 
met with national interest. The most successful entries, determined 
by a qualified jury, were shown to the public in an exhibition opened 
on 11 June 1973° Being encouraged by the success of this experiment, 
the Society has decided to arrange future contests.

e) In the years 1969-1973, the Red-Crescent participated in 
the 1st World Red-Cross Youth Council in Mexico,,1st European Red- 
Cross Youth Conference in Bulgaria and in various youth camps 
organized by the sister Societies.

9) Activities in the field of the dissemination of Geneva
Conventions and Red-Cross principles

a) The fundamental principles of the Red-Cross are quoted 
in Article 2 of the Statute of the Society, which has been drawn up 
in conformity with the terms of international conventions. Hence, 
the daily work of the Red-Crescent starts with the implementation of 
these principles and rules.

b) The Society makes close co-operation with the civilian 
and military authorities as well as with the Universities to ensure 
the full implementation and wide dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions. As an outcome of these efforts, the Conventions have 
long been included in the compulsory syllabuses of the military 
schools and Universities.

c) The Red-Cross (Crescent), including, as a matter of 
fact its principles and the essentials of the Geneva Conventions, 
is taught in elementary schools as a compulsary subject. As is 
mentioned above, the Red-Crescent Youth Camps also constitute
a suitable forum for the promotion of these principles and 
conventions.

d) The Society publishes literature on or related to 
the subject matter.
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10) Activities carried out to promote peace

With a view to establishing friendship, mutual 
understanding and co-operation in the Red-Cross World, thus 
contributing to the promotion of peace, the Society arrange 
reciprocal visits with the sister Societies, organizes 
international youth camps, participates in the international 
and regional Red-Cross meetings and takes part in the 
international disaster relief activities.

On this occasion, the Society would like to underline 
its firm belief that the universal adoption of the Red-Cross 
ideal constitutes an important factor in safeguarding and 
promoting peace.

11) Activities in the field of information

and public relations

The service responsible for public relations is the 
Directorate of Information.

The most important information media are the press 
releases and the periodical Red-Crescent Review, published 
bi-monthly. The relationship of the Red-Crescent with the 
Turkish radio and television are extremely good. All the 
important activities of the Red-Crescent are covered by radio 
and TV. In addition, Red-Crescent calenders, posters, books, 
brochures, documentary films, Red-Crescent stands at the 
regional fairs and/or expositions,and window diplays are also 
utilised.

The Society intends to publish a monthly ’’wall bulletin” 
in schools during the 1973/74 scholastic year.
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ASSISTANCE GIVEN ABROAD BY THE TURKISH RED CRESCENT
IN THE YEARS 1969 - 1973

Year

1969

Recipient Value in T.L.

1970

1971

1972

1973

Algeria
j ord an
Nigeria/Biafra
Syria
Tunisia
Yugoslavia

Cambodia 
Hungary 
Indonesia 
Lebanon 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Philippines 
Romania 
Somalia

India
Kenya 
Pakistan
Syria

Afghanistan
Iran
Korea (South)
Philippines

Sub total

Sub total

Sub total

Sub total

Afghanistan
Algeria
Indo-China
Nicaragua (1 January-31 August)
Pakistan
Tunisia

Sub total

61.760
15.213
23.000
29.975
73.128 
112o410 
315.486

14.000
70.000
3.500

95.465
46.442
180000

873.206
70.000
28.000

122.800
7.000

1.348.413

309.735
14.000

292.436
80.415

696.586

114.208
403.734
28.000
28.000
573.942

265.000
277.500
240.000
140.000
600.000
277.500

1.800.000

4.734.427Total
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DISASTER RELIEF RECEIVED FROM ABROAD IN THE YEARS

1969 - 1973

Year Donors Total value (Sw.Frs.)

1970
(earthquame in Gediz) Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Britain, 

Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Republic 
of Germany, Dennark, Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, 
France, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Irak, Iran, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Korea (South), Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, Monaco, Morocco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, 
Rumania, Saudi-Arabia, South Africa, Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Thailand, Tunisia, United Arab Republic, U.R.S.S., U.S.A., 
Yugoslavia, International Labour Assistance

6.498.660

1971 
(earthquake in Bingol)

In addition, assistance in kind, the value of which was not 
speci_£ied, was extended by Ceylon, Morocco and by the Governments 
of Great Britain and Yugoslavia

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, 
Dennark, Finland, France, Germany (Fed.Rep.J, Great Britain, 
Greece, Hungary, Iran, Ireland,Israel, Italy, Japgn, Khmer, 
Korea (South), Kuwait, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, 
Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, People’s Republic of 
China, Rumania, Sout Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
Tunisia, U.S.A., U.S.S.R., Vietnam (Rep.), Yugoslavia, Staff 
Association of UNESCO

5.384.420


