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I. INTRODUCTION
• ■■• I i ... . • • . ,.;71. Name of Organization: Czechoslovak Red Cross2. Address: Thunovska 18,118 40 Praha 1 : .3. Emblem: Red cross on white field

II. ORGANIZATION UND STRUCTURE1. Date of foundation, recognition by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, acceptance in the League of Red Cross Societies.The Red Cross was founded on the territory of the present Czechoslovak Socialist Republic on the 1 February, 1919 and was recognised by the International Committee of the Red Cross on the 1 December, 1919 and in the same year the first statutes were approved. The Czechoslovak Red Cross was accepted by the League as a member in 1920. At that time it had the character of a charitable organisation. From 1948 its activities have been concentrated more on health and social care for the population and also on preventive medicine.2. Central OrganizationThe Czechoslovak Red Cross has been built up according to federal principles consistant with the constitution of our country. The federal organization of the “Czechoslovak Red Cross” is the head authority and solves significant questions for the whole State in the interest of the State and a uniform solution of federal affairs, and also is responsible for international representation.The two national organizations, the “Czech Red Cross” and the “Slovak Red Cross” direct the activities and their development on the territory of the respective republics, i. e. the Czech Socialist Republic and the Slovak Socialist Republic.
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The federal organs are:— The Congress of the Czechoslovak Red Cross— The Central Committee of the Czechoslovak Red Cross— The Central Inspection and Control Commission of the Czechoslovak Red Cross.The Central Committee is the superior executive organ of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, and is responsible to the Congress which is convened every four years.The national organizations of the Czech and Slovak Red Cross are organised in a similar way.3. RepresentativesTo the leading organs of the Central Committee of the Czecho Slovak Red Cross are elected the following officers: 15 members of the Presidium; 3 vice presidents; and the Secretary General who is the head of the Secretariat.4. Territorial OrganizationsThe basic organizations of the Czech Red Cross and the Slovak Red Cross are the local, factory and Junior groups. Their executive organs are elected committees. The basic organizations are managed by the respective district committee of the Czech or Slovak Red Cross.5. Relation towards the State ConstitutionThe Czechoslovak Red Cross is active on the whole territory of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic as a voluntary social organization. In cooperation with the state Health and Social Welfare Departments it fulfills specific tasks concerning health and social education and training for health workers. It participates in the preventive medicine activities of the State Health Department.The Czechoslovak Red Cross has been entrusted with the task of helping the State authorities in recruiting voluntary blood donors, and forming constant blood donor groups.In cooperation with the National Committees, the Czechoslovak Red Cross helps to carry out their social care policy by developing special forms of voluntary social welfare auxiliary services, and rendering first aid. Together with the other social organizations associated with the National Front of the Czechoslovak Socialist Re- 
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public, and in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State authorities, it participates in developing the initiative of society to create a healthy environment.In accordance with the Geneva Conventions the Czechoslovak Red Cross acts as the only national auxiliary organization of the military health service.
III. MEMBERS AND FINANCIAL SOURCES1. Qualifications and Categories of MembersMembership of the Czechoslovak Red Cross follows from membership of the Czech or Slovak Red Cross. It is voluntary and anyone who agrees with the mission and tasks of the Red Cross may become a member. Children and young people become members of the Junior Red Cross under similar conditions. Members include people from all walks of life such as doctors, health workers, workers and the working intelligensia.2. Number of MembersThe Czechoslovak Red Cross has a total of 1,175,280 members, of which 266,616 are men and 908,644 are women. The Czechoslovak Junior Red Cross has 94,270 members.3. The BudgetThe basic sources of the financial means which the Czechoslovak Red Cross administers are:a) membership fees, the profits from various activities and lotteries which are organized every year, and State support;bj voluntary contributions from the population or from enterprises. These contributions are only used for relief for other nations in cases of natural catastrophies and distress caused by war.

IV. PRESENT ACTIVITIES1. Help in Times of Natural CatastrophiesPractically no natural catastrophies ever happen on the territory of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. In the rare cases of floods, 
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members of the local branches of the Red Cross are prepared to render help, but otherwise the State apparatus organises relief.One of the most important tasks in the international activity of the Czechoslovak Red Cross is rendering help to the populations of countries in times of natural catastrophies or to alleviate the effects of war. From 1969 to the end of June, 1973 the Czechoslovak Red Cross sent help to the victims of catastrophies and aggression in twenty one countries in answer to appeals from the League of Red Cross Societies, or at the recommendation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The help consisted mainly of medicines, dried milk, blankets, tents and clothing. The total value of this help amounted to 13,493,000 Czechoslovak Crowns. Of this sum, 7 millions are intended for the building of a hospital in North Vietnam. The population of Czechoslovakia shows a spontaneous solidarity in helping the inhabitants of countries in need, especially the people of Vietnam.
2. Tracing ServiceThe consequences of the Second World War are still being dealt with by the Czechoslovak Red Cross. One of the main duties in regard to this is finding the graves of Soviet and German soldiers and then caring for them. Another task is obtaining compensation for people injured in concentration camps, such as people who were used in pseudo-medical experiments etc. The Czechoslovak Red Cross has also had to deal with the problem of uniting families of Czechoslovak citizens, some member of which illegally left the Republic, leaving their children or elderly parents behind. This task was greatly facilitated by the proclamation of an amnesty by the President of the Republic which made it possible for these illegal emigrants to return home with impunity, and to be reunited with their families in Czechoslovakia. The tracing agenda is very extensive and the workers in this department deal with about 3,000 cases a year.
3. Auxiliary Activity for Public InstitutionsIn its care for the people, the Czechoslovak Red Cross works as a voluntary health organization and cooperates with a number of public institutions in their work in the field of public health and welfare. The Czechoslovak Red Cross has not only close connections with voluntary organizations of the National Front such as Youth Unions, Invalid Cooperatives, Women’s Unions, Fire Brigades, Sports Organisations etc., but also with governmental institutions such as the Home Office, Labour and Social Welfare Departments, Transport etc.
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a) Cooperation with the Military and Civil Health ServiceThere is very close cooperation between the Czechoslovak Red Cross and the military nad civil health services. This is not only as an amateur assistant, but according to principles laid down for the Czechoslovak Red Cross by the Ministry of Health. This assistance mainly consists of preventive medical care, including hygiene and antiepidemic care as well as health education, first aid in times of natural catastrophies, mass disasters, accidents, etc. The whole health and social problem dealt with by the Czechoslovak Red Cross is an effective aid to the civil health service, especially the rendering of first aid in any situation, the blood transfusion service, the fight against professional diseases and for safety measures in factories and other work places, care or healthy life and working environments, despltage and vaccination services and in many other spheres. The Czechoslovak Red Cross is properly prepared to fulfil the function of assistant to the military health service as laid down by the Geneva Conventions, to improve the state of the disabled and wounded, to help in epidemics caused by conditions in time of war. It also assists the military health service in times of peace by educating Juveniles, recruits and reservists in questions of health.b) In the framework of the defence of peace and the country, the Czechoslovak Red Cross also plays its part in civil defence activities, which are organised according to a uniform defence system. The preparation of the population in civil defence is to teach everybody the measures to be taken to liquidate the consequences of the use of weapons of mass destruction by the enemy. The most important thing is to teach people the rudiments of first aid, whose correct application in peace and especially in wartime is of great importance for saving people’s lives, and limiting the after effects of wounds, and also for helping people to resume their normal way of life. The Czechoslovak Red Cross has been given a great task in this respect, and it is fulfiling it and so helping other public institutions to construct a good civil defence service. In close cooperation with the State health services and other participating authorities, it trains people, especially in first aid, participates in the health training of juveniles in schools and in the health training of special groups of the population such as drivers, lifeguards, and others. It widely developes group activities as well in the sphere of physical training, organizes contests, gives examples of first aid and participates in manoeuvres. For this purpose it creates material, financial and other conditions. One of its most important activities is publishing text books and other means of instruction. The participation in civil defence training is so far voluntary but the training of such a great part of the population is very important as it makes the people 
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conscious of health questions and gives them he possibility of gaining knowledge and practice which forms the habits necessary for the correct application of first aid in all kinds of situations.4. Health Activity

First Aid and Accident PreventionThe Czechoslovak Red Cross health workers are usually the first to render first aid on the spot of the accident — at homes, in factories and on the street, or even in First Aid Stations. These First Aid Stations are losing their significance, thanks to the well established network of health institutions of the State Health Service, but they are useful for transport. They ensure health services for social and sporting events organized by State organizations, for agricultural work, for children’s summer camps and for similar occasions, and all this is a matter of course.For example in 1972, first aid was rendered in 918,635 cases. The methods and standards of the Red Cross health workers are controlled by special departments of the health institutions.Any shortcomings that have been found are an impulse for further training, especially in places where medical aid is not within easy reach. The Czechoslovak Red Cross believes that the main influence in accident prevention is the example set by their members at work places and elsewhere. It therefore draws the attention of its members to the problems of their work and the environment. It acquaints them with the risks of their work, tells them how to use their leisure in the best way with the possibility of improving the surroundings of their homes, etc. These active and informed workers can then influence their fellow-workers, even in their milieu outside their place of work. These members of the Czechoslovak Red Cross with their officers, help to remove disorder and other possible causes of accidents at their place of work, at home and in the countryside. They join committees that deal with the prevention of accidents, and help in any way they can in these activities. They organize or join groups formed for the purpose of carrying out various activities for the good of the public as a whole.
Blood TransfusionThe Czechoslovak Red Cross organizes only voluntary blood donorship. It works on the principle that giving blood is a humanitarian act that should not be done for gain. It tries to spread this ideal to the broadest population base so that the same people should not be called upon to give their blood repeatedly.
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In 1972, 208,478 persons gave their blood without asking for financial remuneration, this was 50.2 % of all blood donors. The number of blood donors from the whole population between the ages of 20 and 60 was 2.78 % in 1972.Blood donors are very much appreciated in their home districts and in their places of work by their colleagues, and those who have given their blood repeatedly are publicly recognised by the representatives of the government. Specially meritorious donors are honoured personally by the President of the Republic. For these decorated blood donors, the Czechoslovak Red Cross organizes evening parties where the leading Czechoslovak artists of stage, radio and TV give a show free of charge. Every voluntary blood donor is rewarded by the Czechoslovak Red Cross according to the following scale:1. Public thanks and the presentation of the badge “A drop of Blood” after each voluntary donation.2. The bronze badge “Exemplary Blood Donor” after three voluntary donations.3. The silver badge “Meritorious Blood Donor” after six voluntary donations.4. A bronze Jansky plaque for ten voluntary donations.5. A silver Jansky plaque for twenty voluntary donations.6. A gold Jansky plaque for forty voluntary donations.Up to the 31st December, 1972 the number of rewards given were:“Exemplary Blood Donor” 71,350 persons“Meritorious Blood Donor” 24,959 personsThe bronze Jansky plaque 6,705 personsThe silver Jansky plaque 382 personsThe gold Jansky plaque 8 personsThe number of persons who become blood donors without demanding financial remuneration is increasing from year to year. There are districts where 100 % of the donors are volunteers. The organization of blood donors in towns and cities is more difficult.
Health EducationCzechoslovak Red Cross members gain their expert medical knowledge in courses for basic first aid and courses for voluntary nurses and health teams. Besides these courses the Czechoslovak Red Cross organizes a number of courses where the students learn and practise how to give first aid and also other health and social care. These 
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courses are of various length and contents — according to the age of the participants, the character of their professions, and according to the demands of the organizers who requested the courses. All instruction in these courses is given by Red Cross officers, doctors, nurses employed at State health centres and, exceptionally, by students of medicine and pupils of Secondary Nursing Schools. These courses are not only for members of the Red Cross. To teach even those who are not members of the Red Cross has become a matter of course in Czechoslovakia. The Czechoslovak Red Cross has also agreed to carry out in full measure first aid training for drivers in driving schools, apart from civil defence training. It is the endeavour of all officers and workers of the Czechoslovak Red Cross to train the greatest possible number of persons in the basic knowledge of first aid with the aim of reaching such a state that the rendering of first aid should become generally known and be as widespread and common as knowing how to read or write.5. Welfare ActivitiesThe welfare activities of the Czechoslovak Red Cross are aimed at realizing the social policy ensured by the State. This realization is carried out by voluntary workers and supplements the State care. The tasks in which the Czechoslovak Red Cross participates are fulfilled in the spirit of socialist humanitarianism and in the endeavour to help people who are in difficulties. These tasks are being carried out in close cooperation with the State organs which are responsible for the social policy, as well as with other interested organs that participate in ensuring individual tasks.The voluntary health workers of the Czechoslovak Red Cross who are being trained for social work in courses for nurses, and post-trained in regular seminars, are also led by the Red Cross organizations to pay special attention to the social care of various needy groups of the population such as old persons, persons who cannot adapt themselves to society (alcoholics and their families), released convicts and disabled persons.Also to this category belongs care for families with children where there is danger of neglect in their upbringing and education, care for the gypsy population, etc.These activities in the sphere of welfare is divided into two main branches:a) Signalling service which practically extends into all spheres of this activity. This service means looking for, and drawing attention to, cases that need social or health care.
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b) Auxiliary service where the Red Cross health worker cooperates very closely with the State health service and ensures care for old, lonely and sick people whose families for some legitimate reason, cannot take care of them. For persons who want to do this work there are courses where they can train as voluntary nurses with special compulsory subjects and regular further training every year. The auxiliary service may be provided free or may be paid work. In the latter case the work is paid for by the social department of the National Committee. In 1972 about 16,000 cases were nursed gratis and about 7,000 were paid for. The nursing service is carried out by over 10,000 registered auxiliary health workers of the Czechoslovak Red Cross. Besides this there is the so-called “neighbourly help”, (in cases where the illness is not so serious or long), and this is carried out by all Red Cross health workers.6. Activities Among the YoungThe Czechoslovak Red Cross has always had a great interest in , young people. The Red Cross Juniors are especially developing in close cooperation with the National Front, the Union of Socialist Youth and its Pioneer organization. The Czechoslovak Red Cross takes great pains to modernize the methods used in working with young people in order to make it attractive and interesting, and attempts to add a new factor to the present activities of the Juniors and that is in the sphere of the management of its organization. Great pressure is brought to bear on youth in the fields of education in social and health questions, in cultivating social and ethical feeling and in increasing their active participation in all activities for the good of the general public. The main emphasis is placed in the education of young people so that they will be able to take over the demanding tasks of adults in the future and to further develop the organization. The programme of our work with the young puts the training of young people in first aid on the principles of the most modern knowledge in the first place. The young are made acquainted with the Geneva Conventions and their meaning. They help the adults in some of their work, mainly in propagating the need of more blood donors, and in the efforts of the Red Cross in the field of preventive medicine. This comprises care or healthy working conditions, the fight against infection, care for mental hygiene with mentally defective persons, preventing harmful habits such as excessive smoking, use of alcohol, caffein, toxomania, etc. The energies of the young are being directed to social tasks, care for the old, sick disabled and lonely people. A very beneficial activity of the Czechoslovak Red Cross is the organization of summer camps for children in poor health and training 
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■centres for Juniors where leading cadres for youth activities are educated. The young carry out very valuable services as signallers in all sections of health and social care. They fulfil important tasks in health education as well, especially in advertisting (leaflets, wallnewspapers, amateur photography, films etc.). We do not forget either the cooperation of youth when organizing various activities such as propagating safety rules, physical fitness, education, competitions, meetings courses, etc. The Czechoslovak Red Cross allows the young members to participate in international events (youth meetings, international brigades, camps, etc.), and they are active in the fight for social justice and world peace.7. Activities to Spread the Geneva Conventions and the Principles of 
the Red CrossFor spreading knowledge of the Geneva Conventions, the duties of the Czechoslovak Red Cross emerge from articles 47/1, 48/11, 127/III, and 144/IV of the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and from Resolution No. 21 of the XX. International Red Cross Conference in Vienna confirming anew and developing international human rights. The Geneva Conventions of 1949 were published under the auspices of the Czechoslovak Red Cross in 1969 (Czech translation), and 1971 (Slovak translation), and distributed among the population. Articles concerning the Individual items of the Geneva Conventions are published in Czechoslovak Red Cross periodicals. Our health education for voluntary health workers, and the seminars for functionaries also include lectures on the Geneva Conventions. We also pay attention to spreading knowledge of the Geneva Conventions in the military education of our young people. The members of the Czechoslovak army are well acquainted with these principles.8. Activities in the Fight to Maintain PeaceAccording to the aims of the International Red Cross to encourage humanity and international understanding, the Czechoslovak Red Cross develops efforts for a realistic approach to the maintenance of peace in the world. It is one of the initiators of th resolution for maintaining world peace which was accepted by the assembly of the Board of Governors in 1971. It also works to this end among the population and especially among young people and Red Cross Juniors. The members of the Red Cross Juniors are sent to various international meetings organized by other Junior Red Cross Societies. The Czechoslovak Red Cross takes part in the education of youth and the broad masses of the people as well, in the spirit of positive, humane and 
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social values to oppose war and. any form of racial aggression and oppression, to encourage understanding among all peoples without distinction of race or nation.9. Activities in the Sphere of Information, Propaganda, nad Respons
ibility for InformationThe Czechoslovak Red Cross makes every effort to ensure that the greatest number of their fellow citizens should be conscious of its humane mission for the defence of health and peace and for the public good. It therefore tries to win as many people as possible for these aims by means of the press, radio and television, and by other propaganda methods. The Czechoslovak Red Cross cooperates to this end with cultural institutions, National Committees, social organs and special clubs etc. The traditional cooperation for training the public in health matters has been very successful. The Czechoslovak Red Cross desires that their publications should be an informative link between the broad stratum of collectives and families, so that good experiences become good examples for the readers.The success achieved in this will best be demonstrated by some figures. The Czech Red Cross publishes the magazine “Zdravi” [Health) with a circulation of 50,000 copies. The Slovak Red Cross publishes a similar magazine, and together with the Hungarian magazine “Nepegeszseg” reaches a circulation of 60,000. We periodically publish a methodical-organizational booklet for the officers of the Red Cross called “Red Cross” once a fortnight, and in Slovakia the methodical-instructional magazine called “Red Cross Activist” as an aid for basic organizations. We organize regular seminars for publishers of district, regional and actory publicaitons, with actual themes concerning the individual spheres of Red Cross activities. There are competitions for the best article, reports, radio or television programmes popularizing the activity and work of the Red Cross organizations and we arrange interviews with the readers of Red Cross, magazines etc. Similar programmes are also given on television. A remarkable programme is organized every year — “The Most Expensive Concert in the World” — the gift of outstanding interpreters as an expression of the deep respect for the blood donors, who get a free ticket for this concert for each blood donation. The play “UOMO BIANCO” acquaints the audience with those events which led Henri Dunant to found the Red Cross. Red Cross films are often shown on television, for example “Blood is Life”, “Man to Man”, a series of first aid films “This can happen to Everybody” etc. Films from the amateur festival of health and Red Cross films with Red Cross themes are evaluated at this festival every year, and have been found 
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to be very beneficial. The Czechoslovak Red Cross also participates in the regular International Film Festival at Varna [Bulgaria], ■<:The Czechoslovak Red Cross also pays great attention to its editorial activities, for example: a methodical publication “Social Work of the Czechoslovak Red Cross”, bulletins concerning “Voluntary Blood Donors”, “First Aid Taught by Games”, “What Every Citizen Should Know”, “Health Team”, “Memories of Solferino”, “Collect Herbs”, “Health Magazine”, and also various leaflets, placards, slogans, etc. A number of propaganda articles have already been produced such as candle sticks, stickers, match box labels, picture post cards with children’s paintings, vases, glasses for blood donors, cups, coffee spoons, pencils, spectacle cases, pendants in the shape of a drop of blood, key rings, paper napkins, cards with a calendar, badges and so on. The Central, District and Local organizations of the Czechoslovak Red Cross help to organize propaganda for the Red Cross work. Thanks to this propaganda there are good relations between the Red Cross and the public, its work is growing and is earning the respect of everyone.
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