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INTRODUCTION

The Swedish Red Cross

Headquarters: Artillerigatan 6, 104 40 Stockholm
Telex: 1613, Cable: Swedcross, Telephone: 67 06 85

Emblem: Red Cross

ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE

The Swedish Red Cross was founded in 1865, recognised by the ICRC 
in 1865 and admitted to the League in 1919.

520,000 
members

24 districts with district 
boards and secretariats

2,240
local branches

Central Committee

Council

The Swedish Red Cross

Executive Committee 
with Secretariat

i
A proposal for a reorganisation will be submitted to the next 
meeting of the Council in the autumn 1973.
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Relations with the Government

Since the 1960-s SRC has in many ways developed the relations 
and the cooperation with the authorities and other volontary 
organisations on all levels. Opinion polls, surveys and studies 
have also been undertaken in order to meet the changes in 
Society.

Examples on studies: "Red Cross in the future - responsibility, 
working forms and need for resources"
"Junior Red Cross and the future"
"Survey of RC work in a region" 
(needs, present conditions and resources)
"Study of RC urban problems"

During the last years SRC has been met by increasing understanding 
from the Government and provincial authorities both concerning 
national and international activities. SRC has been given contri
butions and grants without conditions to cover certain costs for 
first aid training, international relief aid etc.

MEMBERS AND FINANCING

Most members are supporting members. Females dominate. SRC has
520 000 members - of these about 14 000 belong to Junior Red Cross.

Budget:

SRC has a turnover of about 100 million Sw Crs (US $ 25 million) a 
year. The money is obtained through fund raising, donations, grants 
from the government, municipal grants, interest on capital and 
membership fees. One principle of SRC is to use all money collected 
for the purposes intended by the donors. Collected funds are not to 
be used to cover administrative costs.

New fund raising methods:

New for the SRC is fund raising by means of bingo-games and the 
selling of special "buttons" in cooperation with department stores.

Date of fund raising campaign:

The annual fund raising takes part all over the country for three 
weeks in October. Every three years, at general elections, money 
is collected in cooperation with other voluntary organisations for 
activities among handicapped.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES

Disaster relief:

a) Preparedness and planning: No coordinated national Disaster Relief 
plan has yet existed for peace-time. A "Rescue-service-investigation 
group" has transmitted a report to the Government. A bill to the
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Parliament is expected this year.
From the medical point of view there are already two central 
special committees:
The "Identification Commission" with experts from the police, 
forensic medicine etc, for identifying disaster victims.
The "Medical disaster Commission" (MDC) with representatives 
from the Civil Defence, Medical Board of the Armed Forces, 
Police Board, Board of Health and Welfare, SRC etc. The tasks 
of MDC are to coordinate the disaster medical service with 
other public emergency rescue organisations, to issue 
recommendations and instructions for planning of medical 
disaster preparedness in the 24 counties of the country. 
In every county there are Disaster preparedness plans.

b) Interventions of the SRC at the national level: SRC is 
represented on the Medical Disaster Commission. In most 
counties SRC takes part in planning and special exercises.

c) Assistance given abroad: For the period 1969-1972 the Swedish 
Red Cross has given relief assistance for natural disasters 
up to a value of Sw Crs 18 375 800:-. The year 1970 headed 
with 10,5 million Sw Crs.

During the same period assistance was given to victims of 
armed conflict and internal disorder up to an amount of 
Sw Crs 125 886 500:-. Of this sum a little more than 76 
million Sw Crs were spent on the various relief programs 
for Vietnam.

The nature of these contributions was hospital equipment, 
paper, cloth, medicaments, medical kits, condensed milk, 
specialists and cash contributions, vaccines, blankets, 
tents, barracks, food etc.

Inside the framework of the LORCS and ICRC help SRC took 
part in the relief action during the Nigeria-Biafra conflict. 
In 1970 a surgical team was sent to Jordan. The latest massive 
actions started in December 1971 during the India/Pakistan 
war.

Considerable part was also taken by SRC in relief actions for 
refugees from the Sudan, in Uganda together with the Uganda 
Red Cross Society by establishing resettlement camps and in 
Ethiopia together with the Ethiopian Red Cross Society by 
starting a health project.

Relief was also given in 1972 to the victims of the internal 
disorders in Burundi.

Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities:

a) e222££ati2n_with_the military and civilian_health_services: 
SRC courses for the general public cover first aid, hygiene, 
home nursing, baby care. These courses are most valuable even 
in wartime.

In addition to this the Total Defence contains a great number 
of contracted volunteers, among others even SRC people. In the 
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Home Guard SRC is charged with responsibilities of organising 
and training volunteers to care for the wounded in wartime.

In the wartime War Medical districts SRC will assist the 
civilian medical officers with volunteers, appointed in peace
time.

b) Civil defence: SRC is not involved in Civil Defence responsi
bilities .

Activities under the Development Programme on National Societies:

Assistance given: The total amount given to other societies for 
development purposes during 1969 - 1972 was Sw Crs 32 626 500:-. 
Under the League Development Programme SRC had field delegates 
in Kenya (terminated 1969) in Uganda (1969 to early 1973) and a 
technical delegate 1970 - 1971 in Ethiopia.

In East Pakistan the cyclone in November 1970 necessitated 
reestablishing of the disaster preparedness programme, to which 
SRC contributed with one delegate and with material. SRC parti
cipated in a plan for regional disaster preparedness in the 
three North African countries Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 1970 
- 1972 with one delegate. Relief material for building up three 
regional warehouses was given (value Sw Crs 3 336 300).

Activities in the field of health:

The SRC educational work in peacetime attracts more than 100 000 
participants each year. The programme contains among other courses 
6 hours basic training in first aid;
advanced courses in first aid (for Samaritans at industrial plants, 
road Samaritans etc);
courses in home nursing;
courses in baby and child care (for parents-to-be and grandparents)
SRC takes active part in blood service in wartime.

Activities in the field of nursing:

SRC administrates one nursing school. 120 persons pass the exami
nation as registered nurses each year. Further special training 
is given to 100 nurses a year. There are 6 298 RC-nurses.

Activities in the field of social welfare:

The scope and character of the tasks within the SRC social welfare 
programme take new aspects with changes of the social legislation 
and with new approaches within the general social welfare scheeme. 
The Swedish community is to day satisfying material requirements 
to an ever increasing extent. But there is loneliness in the midst 
of this welfare due to old age, handicap and a general change in 
living conditions.

The SRC is therefore now concentrating on breaking lonely peoples’ 
isolation. Volunteers are trained for the purpose. Other volunteer 
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organisations cooperate. The ruling principle of this 
activity is to help people to help themselves. This "Break 
the Isolation" activity mainly comprises the following 
items:

Visits in individual homes, various institutions for medical 
care, prisons etc;
Group activities like clubs, gymnastics, study circles. A 
special study circle for the preparation for the retirement 
is distributed through the SRC;
Telephone contact which gives security to old people and 
handicapped by a daily checkup;
Day centres for old people with social as well as health 
activities;
Hospital hostesses give service and comfort to day patients 
in hospital;
In 5 languages "Kindergarten" immigrant children from the 
age of 4, 5 are received for training in Swedish and Swedish 
social life to diminish their difficulties when entering the 
regular school.

SRC tourist bus with special outfit takes severely physically 
handicapped people on holiday trips for 1-2 weeks.

Plans are proceeding to start a new scheme of activities in 
housing areas where too many children and young mothers, 
immigrants and socially weak groups lead a life deprived of 
normal social contacts.

Activities in the field of youth:

The aim of the Swedish Junior Red Cross is to interest and 
activate people from 7-25 years above all in

social welfare activities 
international understanding 
health education 
on the basis of the humanitarian idea of Red Cross

The Swedish JRC is an out-of-school organisation with no 
passive members. A new training and activity system is 
worked out based more on interests, maturity and previous 
knowledge than on fixed age-groups. For the older JRC- 
members the aim is an integration in training and activities 
with adult SRC-members. In the social welfare field JRC has 
since 1969 concentrated on activities together with physically 
psychically and socially handicapped young people.

In order to reintegrate in the community and rehabilitate 
young people in reform schools JRC has started activities 
together with pupils in such schools.

Information is given to different groups in the community 
about the alcoholic- and drug abuse problems.

Activities together with immigrant children have increased 
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during the last three years. I.e. surnmercamps are held every year 
where contact is established between immigrant children and SRC- 
members, a contact which lasts even after the camps.

Approximately 60 JRC-members a year are going abroad and about 
80 foreign JRC-members are coming to visit Swedish JRC-camps. 
About 5 000 Christmas gifts are sent each year to a sister society.

JRC has its own disaster fund in order to help especially children 
and youth in emergency situations. Lately a contribution has been 
made in favour of young victims of the catastrohpe in Iceland.

The JRC health education covers training in first aid, hygiene 
and home nursing. Interest is now also paid to activities against 
environmental pollution.

Activities in the field of the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions and the Red Cross Principles:

After the second world war the SRC believed in a deeply rooted 
interest and understanding of the humanitarian law among people 
and the work in this field became therefore more routine-like 
such as publishing and distributing pamphlets and giving isolated 
lectures.

Since some years there is an increasing concern in the SRC about 
the widening gap between humanitarian law on one side, behaviour 
in conflicts and public opinion on the other side.

Especially since the XXI International Red Cross Conference in 
Istanbul in 1969 the SRC as well as the Swedish Government have 
taken an active part in the promotion and improvement of humanita
rian law, in Sweden as well as in the commonwork especially the 
one taken on by the ICRC. The SRC is hereby concentrating on the 
public attitude.

Since 1970 the Nordic Red Cross societies looked for more efficient 
approaches to this subject and established a closer cooperation 
between themselves and with their governments.

In the spring 1972 the Nordic Red Cross societies thought it was 
indispensable to have the advice of the ICRC about the further 
development. A meeting was organised in Copenhagen in October 
1972 with representatives from the ICRC, the Nordic Societies, 
the Red Cross societies of Federal republic of Germany and of the 
Netherlands. The group felt that the presentation, as well as the 
discussion on the Geneva Conventions have to be adopted to a great 
and changing variety of conditions. Much has therefore to be done 
in the field of communication towards the outside world as well 
as within the Red Cross. The group agreed about the necessity of 
a close and continous cooperation regarding the matters between 
the ICRC and the national societies and that this intensified 
cooperation needs a special system.

Late in 1971 the SRC sat up a working group commissioned to lay 
down the outlines of a more effective information about humani
tarian law and to create a public opinion. An employee at Head
quarters was at the same time allotted as her main duty to co
ordinate the SRC work in this field.
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The working group considers it necessary that the influence 
on the attitude of people be of a permanent character to 
be successful and that it has therefore to be deeply rooted 
in various groups of the community. The right approach 
was thought to be to ask various groups outside SRC what 
humanitarian problems they were facing and then assist 
them in their own efforts to solve the problems. For this 
purpose contact has been established with the Military 
Forces, the Church, the Board of Education, the Office 
of the Chancellor of the Universities and the Swedish 
University Students' Organisation.

Activities in the field of information and public relations:

The Information Department at Headquarters is responsible 
for general information, fund raising and member recruit
ment campaigns. Pamphlets and booklets for internal and 
external use are produced as well as films. Mass media are 
kept informed through extensive press service. A paper 
"Our Red Cross" is published four times a year. The circu
lation is 500 000 copies and it is distributed to each 
member family, some institutions and mass media.
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