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I. The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania — a public humanitarian organization 
with large mass character

The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania is a volunteer humanitarian organization, 
having a large mass character. It is recognized by the 
government as an autonomous public organization.

A red cross on a white background, the use of 
which has been established by the Geneva Conven
tions, represents the emblem of the Red Cross So
ciety of Romania.

In the capital town of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania, Bucarest, there exists the Central Head
quarters of the Red Cross Society, on 29, Biserica 
Amzei street, 1st sector.

The constitutional document of the Romanian 
Red Cross was signed on July 4, 1876, and it was 
on August 22, 1876, that it was recognized by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. Being a 
member of the League of Red Cross Societies and 
one of its founders, it cooperates with the Interna-
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tional Committee of the Red Cross, with the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun National 
Societies, for the purpose of contributing to the 
triumph of peace and friendship among peoples, of 
bringing into operation the fundamental principles 
of the Red Cross, as well as of carrying out mea
sures resulting from the Geneva Conventions, which 
the Socialist Republic of Romania has adhered to.

The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania, in accordance with its fundamental 
principles, achieves through specific to its concerns 
forms, the mobilization of the population’s large 
masses to carry out sanitary and social measures, to 
train people for self-aid and first aid in cases of 
accidents and disasters. The Red Cross Society also 
supports health and medical institutions in recruiting 
blood donors and places at the disposal of health 
services of the country armed forces and of civilian 
health organs, in case of war, its whole volunteer 
active in order to assist civilian and military vic
tims. It protects and lends assistance to people 
granted the right of asylum in the Socialist Repu
blic of Romania. It also contributes at the relief 
assistance given to population from other countries, 
suffering from natural disasters or armed conflicts.

II. The organizatory structure and leading organs 
of the Romanian Red Cross.
At the basis of the organizatory structure of the 

Romanian Red Cross lay the territorial and work 
place principles.

Consequently, the Romanian Red Cross consists 
of 39 district organizations and the Bucarest orga
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nization, which, in their turn are composed of 46 
municipal and Bucarest sectors Red Cross organi
zations, 187 town organizations and approximately 
14.600 organizations in villages, quarters, industrial 
and transport enterprises, building sites, institut
ions, schools and higher education institutes, state 
agricultural enterprises, handicraft wares co-opera
tives, agricultural productive co-operatives, com-

* mercial and public food units, as well as other places 
of activity where an adequate number of Red Cross 
members there exist.

Are elected within the leading organs of the 
Red Cross persons displaying a sustained activity 
in the framework of the Society and enjoying pre
stige and authority among the ranks of the popu
lation : remarkable scientific and cultural persona
lities, workers of trade-union, women and youth 
organizations, representatives of State organs, teach
ing, medical and health staff, workmen, technicians 
and engineers in productive units, active and re
serve officers, co-operator peasants, housekeepers, 
pensioners.

The supreme organ of the Red Cross Society of 
the Socialist Republic of Romania is the Congress,

* convened every 5 years. The Congress elects both 
the National Council and the Control Commission 
of the Red Cross Society through open votes.

Gathering in plenary meetings at least once in 
a term, the National Council, composed of 197 mem
bers, leads and directs the whole activity of the 
Red Cross Society between Congresses and decides 
upon problems connected with the Red Cross work. 
The President, four Vice-Presidents and the Secre
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tary General are elected from its membership, and 
they make up, together with another number of 
members, the Executive Committee of the National 
Council.

Consisting of 37 people and gathering in working 
meetings at least once in a quarter, the Executive 
Committee carries out decisions taken by the Con
gress and the National Council. It provides for the 
achievement of annual activity plans, for the in
come and expenses plans, guides the Red Cross 
Commissions activity between plennary sessions of 
the National Council. It also represents the Red 
Cross Society before the State organs, mass and 
public organizations in the country, as well as in 
relations of the Society with similar organizations 
from other countries and with International Red 
Cross Bodies.

The Bureau of the Executive Committee, made 
up from the President, Vice-Presidents, the Secre
tary General of the National Council and other 7 
members, gathers at least once in a month to ap
prove running problems of the Red Cross.

The Control Commission, composed of one pre
sident and other 8 members, is elected from among 
the Red Cross members who do not belong to the 
National Council. It cheks up the carrying out of 
the budget and the careful management of the Red 
Cross Society material and financial goods.

The Conference is the superior organ of Red 
Cross organizations in districts, Bucarest, Bucarest 
sectors, municipalities and towns.

In communs, villages, enterprises, institutions, 
schools and higher education institutes, quarters, 
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State agricultural enterprises, productive agricultu
ral co-operatives, the Red -Cross organizations have 
as their superior organ the Meeting of the Red Cross 
members, or the Meeting of their representatives, 
in cases of Red Cross members number being over 
100.

The Conference and Meetings of Red Cross mem
bers are convened every two years or any time when 
necessary. The Red Cross Commissions, their Bure
aus and Auditing Commissions are elected during 
conferences of the Red Cross district Commissions, 
conferences of municipal Commissions, town and 
Bucarest sectors Commissions.

The district Commissions of the Red Cross are 
composed of 45—55 members, their bureaus consist 
of one president, 3 vice-presidents, the secretary and 
other 2—4 members.

The Red Cross Commission of Bucarest munici
pality consists of 55—65 members, its bureau of 
9—11 members.

At the level of municipalities, towns, Bucarest 
sectors, number of Red Cross Commission members 
varies between 11—27 in towns, 15—31 in munici
palities and 35—45 in Bucarest sectors.

Red Cross Commissions in communs, enterprises, 
institutions, quarters, State agricultural enterprises, 
productive agricultural co-operatives, building sites, 
etc., are composed of 9—15 members. There may be 
elected Commissions also on villages, workshops, 
sections or farms, in productive units and bigger 
rural localities, and Red Cross organizers may be 
elected in compartments with a small number of 
Red Cross members.
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Conformably to the statute of the Red Cross 
Society, to the elaborated by the National Council 
instructions and to decisions of the Red Cross Con
ferences and Meetings, the Red Cross Commissions 
should accomplish their task to organize and lead 
Red Cross activity between meetings.

The Bureaus of Red Cross Commissions, being 
executive organs, carry out current tasks and lead 
the activity between plennary sessions and meetings 
of respective Commissions.

III. Members of the Romanian Red Cross

The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania counts up over 3,500,000 members pro
ceeding from all citizens’ categories in the Socialist 
Republic of Romania, regardlees of nationality, sex 
or religion, having reached the age of 14, who re
cognize the Romanian Red Cross statute, work in 
one of its organizations, support it materially, finan
cially or through blood donation.

Pioneers and school-pupils between 6 and 14 
years may take part in the Red Cross activities 
through specific to them forms and means, orga
nizing themselves into the “Red Cross friends” 
circles.

IV. Patrimony and incomes of the Romanian 
Red Cross

The patrimony of the Romanian Red Cross con
sists of the totality of goods and means of any kind 
being in its ownership.
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Incomes of the Society are achieved through the 
membership dues (0,50 lei a month), through bene
fits coming from the sale of “Sanatatea” magazine, 
from actions organized during the Red Cross Week, 
from funds collection, sale of badges, emblems, from 
exhibition for sale, tombola. It also raise its funds 
following cultural, artistic and sport shows orga
nized for the Red Cross benefit, from material and 
cash donations on the part of juridical and physical 
persons, subventions from the state and through 
other means.

V. Health and Social activity of the Romanian 
Red Cross

a) Hygienic and health education and the Red 
Cross volunteer teams.

The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania displays a large and sustained activity 
in the field of spreading the hygienic and health 
knowledge among the population and of mobilizing 
people to prophylactic actions initiated by the health 
organs.

The Romanian Red Cross, conformably to its 
statutary tasks, organizes in cooperation with the 
leadership of economic units, state institutions, trade- 
unions, women and youth organizations and with 
the professional support of medical and health or
gans, a large network of volunteer health teams, 
sanitary groups and first aid posts. They are consti
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tuted and act within the industrial and agricultural 
units, schools and faculties, quarters and villages.

Sanitary groups consist of 14 members and 
2—4 reserve members. In order to facilitate an effi
cient and operative intervention of the group in 
case of accident, disaster or civilian defence, they 
are supplied with sanitary kits, stretchers and ade
quate equipment. On the basis of proper themes, 
sanitary groups are taught by higher educated me
dical personnel.

Consisting of 3—5 members, first aid posts are 
trained through special courses. Provided with ne
cessary materials and medicines for urgent assis
tance in cases of accident, intoxication, sickening, 
etc., their equipment has a fixed or mobile kit.

Volunteer Red Cross teams display a prophylactic 
activity in order to spread hygienic and accident 
prevention knowledge ; in cases of disaster or acci
dents in enterprises, building sites, means of trans
port, institutions, state or co-operative agricultural 
units, schools and higher education institutes, quar
ters, villages or touristic lines, they should secure 
the first aid lending.

Mass health courses are organized by the Red 
Cross in cooperation with medical and health organs, 
aiming at the attraction of an as large as possible 
number of citizens in towns and villages. Over 
10,700 hygiena and first aid courses, consisting each 
of 8 lessons, have been running in the Socialist Re
public of Romania during the school year 1972— 
1973.

Contests are organized by the Red Cross every 
year between sanitary groups, first aid posts, or tra
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ditional now “Skilled sanitars” and “Who knows- 
wins”, in order to stimulate the interest and a 
thorough assimilation of necessary knowledge with 
regard to the health protection and victims of acci
dents rescue. Proceeding from the prioritary pro
blems of the State plan, themes for the contests 
vary, comprising aspects of hygiena, woman and 
child health care, prevention of transmisible illnes
ses, of chronic diseases, first aid and so on.

A distinct attention being paid to the practical 
aspect of their training, the Red Cross health teams 
take a direct part in organizing blood donations, at 
the sanitation and hygiena of quarters and house
holds, in the framework of the contest “The finest 
household”, mobilizing the population to beautify 
their localities.

Taking place every year in the month of Sep
tember, the “Red Cross Week” represents one of 
the most important events in the life of the Roma
nian Red Cross. Large demonstrative actions and 
contests are hold on this occasion, the Red Cross 
principles and concerns are spread among people, 
new followers being thus won in its noble activity 
for the benefit of man. Providing with a large mo
bilization of the population to participate at under
taken by the health organs actions, the Red Cross 
contributes also to the organization of the “Health 
Day”.

Organ of the National Council of the Red Cross 
Society, the magazine “Sánátatea” (Health) enjoys 
a special interest among the ranks of population. In 
its pages Red Cross workers and the whole popu
lation are given information on the Red Cross acti
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vity, materials and reports sent by volunteer cor
respondents are published, facilitating thus an ex
change of experience between Red Cross Commis
sions all over the country. Articles with varied edu
cational and health content for youth, old people, 
active adult of different professions, for family or 
school, also appear in the magazine.

The magazine “Sanatatea” publishes instructive 
materials, as might be articles on man’s anatomy 
and physiology, as well as lectures on first aid and 
the improved training of members belonging to 
the Red Cross volunteer health teams.

Through meetings organized with its readers, or 
the editorial post, which, having the support of pre
stigious medical people answers different problems 
concerning readers, the magazine keeps in a closed 
touch with population interested in it.

To popularize its activity and mobilize the popu
lation to health protection, the Romanian Red Cross 
utilizes central and territorial radio and television 
posts.

Specific Red Cross and health education pro
blems are pointed out on bimonthly television broad
castings and weekly central radio broadcastings, pro
vided for the Romanian Red Cross by the State Com
mittee of the Romanian Radio and Television.

An editorial activity of its own is displayed by 
the Red Cross Society, and a proper production of 
short-length films in order to train the Red Cross 
volunteer active, is also covered by the Romanian 
Red Cross.

The Red Cross uses its local organizations to 
spread health education materials edited by the 
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State health organs, and also contributes to the 
drawing of population to health education action 
organized by health units, and to the successful out
come of mass prophylactic actions, vaccinations, me
dical preventive examinations, etc., in the frame
work of health programmes for collectivity.

b) Honorific blood donation

Centres of blood collecting and preservation bel
ong in the Socialist Republic of Romania to medical 
and health network of the State. However, in ordei* 
to atract a much bigger number of citizens in the 
ranks of honorific blood donors, the Romanian Red 
Cross displays a laborious activity. It is in this fra
mework that the Red Cross volunteer workers play 
a leading role in blood collecting, persuading people 
on the profoundly humanitarian character of hono
rific blood donation and on the blood value in con
ditions of modern therapy. To enrich continuously 
the number of donors, the Red Cross makes use of 
different means. There are in our view here : blood 
donors popularization in pages of the “Sanatatea” 
magazine and during Red Cross meeting, badges 
reward, popularization of humanitarian honorific 
blood donations through central and local perio
dicals, radio and TV broadcastings, symposyums, 
meetings between donors and recipients, etc. An 
exchange of letters between donors, recipients and 
their families is accomplished due to the donor’s 
name written on each vial. Special pictured post 
cards, free of charge are placed at the disposal of 
hospitals by the Red Cross in this scope.
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c) Red Cross auxiliary nurses training

The main concern of the Red Cross Society of 
the Socialist Republic of Romania in the field of 
nursing care, is the setting up of a strong volunteer 
active both for health education and people’s health 
protection, as well as to secure the necessary assis
tance to sick and wounded, if the need appears, in 
cases of natural disasters or defence of the country 
against military foreign aggression.

It is with this end in view that the Romanian 
Red Cross runs special courses for them, for a term 
of two years, comprising 480 theoretical and prac
tical hours, in the framework of which schoolgirls 
(women from 18 to 30 years) are taught on man’s 
anatomy and physiology, on epidemiology and hy- 
giena, on medical disciplines in the field of internal 
medicine, on surgery, infectious diseases, obstetrics 
and gynecology, etc. The Practical training, first aid 
technics, sick nursing care are especially emphasi
zed. They are also given knowledge for activities in 
the field of social welfare.

There are now in the whole country over 200 
courses for Red Cross nurses, founded with the sup
port of big hospitals units, that give them also tea
chers and instructors and organize their practice. 
The immpressionable numer of participants proves 
the great interest these courses are looked upon.

d) Social activities

Among its concerns the Romanian Red Cross 
enlists also its contribution to the efforts of social 
provisions organs, and it is in the field of the social 
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welfare that the Red Cross sets up special trained 
teams for home nursing of chronically sick, conva
lescents and homeless old people. It also lend assis
tance to temporary suffering people and runs, with 
the participation of housewives, handicraft of clot
hes for Children and Aged Houses. It is the Red 
Cross that has in its concerns the social assistance 
of mother and child, of the orphans, of families with 
their sons in the army service or on board, as sailors, 
and the carrying on of relations between sick people 
in hospitals and their families.

The Romanian Red Cross representatives take 
also part at the activity of the public control teams, 
organized by the Front of Socialist Unity, as a mem
ber of it. The Red Cross Society is mostly envolved 
with the supervising of the hygiena state in crowded 
places and sites of public alimentation, in institutes 
for aged and homeless children protection.

e) Activities in the field of Youth

The improvement of the health education among 
the youth represents another basical concern of the 
Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic of Ro
mania. The carrying out of this task is achieved 
through the cooperation with the Ministry of Edu
cation and Schooling, Ministry of Health, the Pio
neers’s Organization, the Union of Communist Youth 
and the Union of Communist Students Associations.

To develop hygienic and health knowledge, to 
form and consolidate hygienic behaviour to child
ren, school-pupils and youth, to provide their prac
tical training in first aid, a series of practical hy
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gienic and first aid activities for children and youth 
are organized by the Red Cross Commissions in 
educational institutes, within sanitary collectives on 
classes, first aid posts, etc.

Scholars are drawn to participate at first aid 
posts contest, at the competition “For the cleanest 
class-room”, at the contest “Skilfull sanitars”, at 
different instructive and educational activities in 
“Red Cross friends” and “Future blood donors” 
circles. It is through the Red Cross that exchanges 
of letters and objects with children and young peo
ple from other countries are accomplished. During 
holidays a rich activity is displayed by the Red 
Cross organizations in camps and settlements for 
children, scholars and students, through the initia
tion of different practical activities with regard to 
the strengthening of the body, the consolidation of 
hygienic habits, the recognition and collecting of 
medicinal plants, first aid knowledge and practis
ing, victims transport in cases of accident during 
trips into the mountains, in case of drowning, etc.

A continuous activity is displayed by the Red 
Cross among the ranks of youth in enterprises, with 
a view to draw them into the lines of volunteer 
health active, in sanitary groups or first aid posts, 
and it is there that together with the youth organi
zations and health-medical personnel are organized 
actions for spreading knowledge with regard to the 
hygiena at the place of work, to the prevention of 
proffessional sickening, to the rest hygiena, to the 
preparation of youth for the family life, to their 
initiating in sexual hygiena, for the health educa
tion of young girls.
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VI. The activity of the Red Cross Society of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania on the inter
national level.

The Romanian Red Cross counts among the first 
Red Cross Societies created in the world, being re
cognized by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross still in the year of its foundation ; it also 
counts among the founder members of the League 
of Red Cross Societies, having taken part at its con
stituting Conference in 1919. It was immediately 
after its foundation that the Romanian Red Cross 
established relations of cooperation with other Red 
Cross Societies.

Exchanges of delegations, informations and ma
terials, to provide a reciprocal knowledge of the 
Red Cross activities and own experiences in the 
field of Red Cross, represent those concrete forms 
through which the Red Cross Society of the So
cialist Republic of Romania has put its relations at 
present with more than 100 Red Cross, Red Cres
cent, Red Lion and Sun National Societies.

The Red Cross Society of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania contributes to the intensification of the 
activity of the League of Red Cross Societies and 
mantains a closely cooperation with the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross.

It is in this context that we enlist here visits 
paid in Romania by leading representatives of this 
Red Cross International Bodies. They had the op
portunity to become acquinted on the spot with 
aspects of the countinuous development of the Ro
manian Red Cross activity and had talks with lead
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ing personalities of the Romanian State. Thus, in 
1973, the President of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross was received by the President of 
the State Council of the Socialist Republic of Ro
mania, Nicolae Ceausescu, and the Secretary Ge
neral of the League was received by the Chief of 
the Romanian Government, Ion Gheorghe Maurer. 
An exchange of opinions concerning major pro
blems of the International Red Cross was accom
plished on these occasions, with regard to the con
temporary international life too, and as to the con
tribution the International Organisms of the Red 
Cross can and should bring in the maintenance and 
consolidation of peace and security of peoples, in 
the spirit of the Red Cross and Geneva Conven
tions.

The Romanian Red Cross contributes to the dis
semination of the ideas of Geneva Conventions and 
of the International Humanitarian Law, which con
stitutes a general concern in the Socialist Republic 
of Romania. The Romanian Red Cross expresses 
itself through multiple forms in favour of mobiliz
ing the international public opinion in order to pro
vide the abiding of the general valid norms of the 
International Law by all states, and supports actions 
that secure the observance of Geneva Conventions, 
the reaffirmation and developement of the Interna
tional Humanitarian Law. We mention in this con
text the participation of the Romanian Red Cross 
at the Red Cross Experts Conferences in Hague 
(1971) and Vienna (1972). In its different actions, 
in newspapers and magazines, as well as at the in
ternational meetings it took part, the Red Cross So
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ciety of the Socialist Republic of Romania pointed 
out the importance that should be paid at present 
to the activity displayed for the reaffirmation and 
development of the international humanitarian law.

The Romanian Red Cross brought a substantial 
contribution to numerous important international 
relief actions to population of other countries, fol
lowing natural disasters or armed conflicts, in the 
spirit of humanitarian principles and solidarity 
with suffering people. Between 1970—1973 the Red 
Cross Society of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
lend approximately 40 relief goods to sister socie
ties in over than 25 countries. On behalf of the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun National 
Societies from over than 45 countries, the Romanian 
Red Cross has known in its turn an impressive ma
nifestation of international solidarity towards the 
population, victims of floods befallen on Romania 
in the spring of 1970.

The Red Cross Society in Romania, alongside 
the whole Romanian people displays a sustained 
activity for the triumph of peace and friendship 
among peoples all over the world, upon the prin
ciples of external policy of the Socialist Republic 
of Romania, enlarging continuously its relations 
with the Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and 
Sun National Societies, intensifying its presence 
within the International Bodies of the Red Cross.
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