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THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY
1970 — 1973

Report to the XXIInd International Conferance of the Red Cross, 
Teheran November 1973

The last summarized report of the Norwegian Red Cross in the Eng
lish language was given to the International Conference of the Red 
Cross i Istanbul in 1969.

INTRODUCTION
The Norwegian Red Cross Society (Norges Rode Kors)
Address: Parkveien 33 b, Oslo 3

Post Office Box 7034 H, Oslo 3
Telex: Norcr 16011
Motto: Inter Arma Caritas

ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE
Date of foundation: September 22nd 1865
Recognition by the ICRC: 1965
Admission to the League: 1920

Patrons of the Norwegian Red Cross:
H.M.King Olav V
H.R.H. Crownprince Harald (Red Cross Youth)
H.R.H. Crownprincess Sonja (Child Relief)

President: Major-General T. Dale

Authorities of the Society:
a) General Assembly, Convened every three years

(Highest Authority)
b) Board of Representatives, convened twice a year

(Highest Authority between the General 
meetings)

The Board of Representatives consists of 22 members: 
the president and the chairmen of the 21 Red Cross districts
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c) Central Committee, consisting of the president, two vice- 
presidents and two members ( + two deputy members)

The Norwegian Red Cross is organized as follows:
21 districts, corresponding to the counties of the country.

285 local committees, with a total membership of 155,000, 
including members of the following special groups: 
260 First Aid Units with 9,800 members
130 groups of Red Cross Youth, with 9,130 members
58 Child Relief groups, with 4,600 members

149 groups of Visitors, with 3,800 members

RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT
The Norwegian Red Cross has been chartered by the Royal Ministry 
of Defence in 1907 as a voluntary auxiliary society for the Military 
Medical Corps in case of war (Norwegian Red Cross’ bye-laws 
article 1).
In war as in peace the Norwegian Red Cross will support the military 
medical corps and the medical corps of the civil defence as well as the 
civil health service. To the best of its ability it will provide these 
authorities with personnel and equipment (Norwegian Red Cross bye
laws, article 4).
The Norwegian Red Cross receives, from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, an annual contribution for training of nurses, first-aid cour
ses and courses in home nursing.

MEMBERS AND FINANCING
Qualifications and Categories of members:

a) Members paying annual membership
b) Life members
c) Corporations
d) Red Cross Nurses
e) Members of the special groups (Red Cross Youth, Red Cross First 

Aid Units, Red Cross Child Relief).

Budget:
Budget for 1973 (for the National Headquarters): N.cr. 3,316,000.—
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Means of financing:
The annual Red Cross Week
The National Lottery
The Penny Slot Machines
The Christmas Seals
The Membership Fees

Fund raising methods:
The most usual methods of fund raising are the ones used for years, 
such as onetime appeals and campaigns for contributions in cash 
(mostly for one specific action or activity), lotteries and bazaars.

During the last years the penny slot machines have, however, shown 
an increased income, and the hope is that these machines in the years 
to come will yield enough to cover the expenses of the Norwegian Red 
Cross Headquarters.

Date of the yearly campaign:
There is every year in September organized a «Red Cross Week» 
(which lasts a fortnight!) throughout the country. This is both a 
means of propaganda for the Norwegian Red Cross and of fund 
raising.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES
Disaster relief:
The Norwegian Red Cross foreign disaster relief is under the direc
tion of a Committee of five members, responsible to the Central 
Committee. The central disaster store in Stavanger has been further 
developed during this four year period, local depots are being estab
lished.

Courses have been held at a central level in order to train both medical 
and administrative personnel for disaster service abroad.

Furthermore, innumerable courses are given throughout the country 
in first aid, and home nursing, in order to prepare the population in 
case of a catastrophe.

3



Norway has, in this period, been spared national disasters, but the 
Norwegian Red Cross has rendered active help to victims of ava
lanche accidents and to their families.

Assistance:
Received from abroad: None, not necessary.

Given abroad:
The Norwegian Red Cross has been happy to take an active part in 
the following international relief actions after natural disasters such 
as flood, drought, etc., for which the League of Red Cross Societies 
have made appeals:

Nigeria/Biafra, Jugoslavia, Turkey, Rumania, Peru, India, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Yemen, Brazil, Philippines, Ethiopia, Malaysia, Kenya, 
Syria, Jordan, Ceylon, Laos, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Algeria, Haiti, 
Korea, Nicaragua, Niger, Bangladesh.

In a few cases, such as to Portugal and Uganda, relatively small quan
tities of relief supply have been sent upon direct appeal from the 
national Red Cross, or from some Norwegian organization in the 
country concerned.
N.cr. 50,000.— have been allocated to the League’s predisaster .plan
ning.
The value of assistance abroad channelled through the Norwegian 
Red Cross in cash, kind and personnel for the years 1970 —1971 — 
1972 totals N.cr. 26,038,000.—.

Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities:
The Norwegian Red Cross has continued co-operation with the public 
authorities in rescue and ambulance activities.
Under the agreement with the Civil Defence the Norwegian Red Cross 
has continued to render assistance in the work of training the public 
in first aid and has also taken part in exercises organized by the Civil 
Defence all over the country.

Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and internal disorders:
The Norwegian Red Cross has been able to give material assistance 
to the following countries where the civilian population has suffered 
great needs because of armed conflicts and/or internal disorders. 
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Assistance from the Norwegian Red Cross has mostly been channel
led through the League of Red Cross Societies, and all actions have 
been in agreement with the League:

Khmer, Bangladesh, Burundi, Jordan, Pakistan, Vietnam (all 3 
parties to the conflict).

Medical personnel has been put at disposal, and the Norwegian Red 
Cross operated — and operates — a small medical unit in Bangladesh.

Activities under the Development Programme of National Societies: 
In Bangladesh the Norwegian Red Cross is running a Mother and 
Child Health Center, the project being approved by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Planning.

Otherwise we have no project going, or under preparation.
A couple of contributions, such as a blood bank vehicle to the Tune- 
sian Red Crescent and a wholly equipped kitchen to a Red Crescent 
hospital in Amman, Jordan, must, we presume, be regarded as assis
tance under the development programme.

The Norwegian Red Cross has every year contributed with S.frc. 
20,000.— to the League’s Development Programme.

Activities in the field of health:
First aid practice and accident prevention:
As mentioned above, the Norwegian Red Cross stresses the impor
tance of courses in first aid and home nursing.

The Red Cross First Aid Units grow in number and qualifications, 
With 9,800 members in 260 Units they cover the whole country, 
always ready to turn out if an accident should happen — a plane 
crash, a road accident, a snow avalanche, and such like. They are 
also trained to trace people who lose their way in the mountains or 
the woods, winter and summer.
The first Aid Units have close cooperation with the Civil Defence, 
and also with the Police, both in preparing actions and in actual 
rescue cases. The members of the First Aid Units get no pay — they 
are volunteers, and get their training in their free time.

Blood transfusions:
Four of the blood banks in our country are run by the Red Cross, 
with 20,000 registered blood donors.
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The efforts to try to make the donors give their blood without pay 
is slowly gaining ground.

Activities in the field of nursing:
Six schools for training of nurses are run by the Norwegian Red 
Cross. These schools turn out althogether nearly 350 fully qualified 
nurses every year. This is one third of the total trained in this 
country.

Activities in the field of social welfare:
More than 150 health institutions are run in Norway by the Red 
Cross, and most of these have been built through the efforts of the 
Red Cross, and partly with Red Cross money. The institutions include 
hospitals, cottage hospitals, homes and schools for handicapped child
ren, old people’s homes and such like.

In 1971 the new institute near Oslo for children with asthma and other 
allergic ailments, «Voksentoppen», was inaugurated in the presence 
of H.R.H. Crownprincess Sonja. The institution houses 25 children, 
and has a seperate department for research.

Activities in the field of youth:
Among the appr. 9,000 members of the Youth Section, more than 
5,500 are group members, while 3,500 are members through school
class membership. — The Youth Section af the Norwegian Red Cross 
has, through the term of office, established a profile within social 
work. At the three camp schools, owned by the Society, the main 
objective is to integrate handicapped and able-bodied youth in an 
environment where they all will have the opportunity of getting to 
know how one another through work and play. — Also services to
wards the elderly have been increasing during the last years. Red 
Cross Youth groups are taking elderly out for sightseeing, shopping 
and to theatres.

Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross 
Principles:
With regular intervals approaches are made to the Ministry of Edu
cation and to the military authorities in order to make sure that 
education in the Geneva Conventions is kept up.
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To safeguard and promote peace:
In co-operation with other peoples and other countries in their efforts 
to mitigate human sufferings and to activate the Red Cross Youth, 
the Norwegian Red Cross is taking part in the work for the promo
tion of peace.

Information and public relations:
A secretary employed at the Headquarters of the Norwegian Red 
Cross is entrusted with and responsible for information and public 
relations — both within the Red Cross organization in Norway, to 
other Red Cross organizations and the League, and vis a vis the 
public.
The secretary makes use of all available means, newspapers, radio, 
television, etc.

The Norwegian Red Cross periodical, Over alle Grenser (Across all 
Borders), which appears with 11 issues a year and which is distri
buted to subscribers, has each time four pages concentrated on Red 
Cross news, national and international. These pages are distributed in 
14,500 copies to members, through the local Red Cross chapters.


