


WORLD RED CROSS DAY 1973

Message from the Chief Patron, President William R. Tolbert,Jr

Greetings:

On the occasion of this year’s commemoration of the birth 
anniversary of the Founder of the Red Cross, I am gratified 
as your Chief Patron to felicitate and heartily salute you 
as well as extend best wishes to the Liberian National Red 
Cross Society Inc., fervently hoping that this year’s cele
bration will be most successful.,

The Theme you have chosen for the 1973 observance of 
Red Cross Day, I understand is, "You and Your Environment : 
Priority for Red Cross". Although we have given some atten
tion to the problems of our environment, it has not been as 
adequate, intense and sustained as we would have liked. 
Recently, however, attention has been drawn to oil pollution 
on our beaches as well as the pollution of some of our rivers 
as a result of products from cai-taia concession areas. I 
consider it therefore appropriate that the Libdrian National 
Red Cross Society should so timely focus further attention 
this year on this all-important subject, because we have 
seen how the continuing d otnymier-t e 1 pollution. cf the environ
ment by the industrialized nations has created serious health 
hazards for themselves and others , end with mrclenting atomic 



bomb tests, vigorously protested by mary nations, the future 
of our terrestrial atmosphere is seriously endangered.

The selection of the Theme is also timely as 35o delegates 
from sixty Port Authorities of the world including Liberia, 
on Monday May /, 1973 opened a Conference in the Netherlands 
to discuss, among other trings "Water and atmospheric pollution 
at Ports".

Man has been given the immense responsibility by his 
Creator for making his environment what he wants it to be 
for the preservation of life rather than for its destruction. 
The individual must therefore be made aware of his respon
sibility to the environment, to control it for his own benefit 
and that of his fellowman.

If the Liberian Red Cross Society can meaningfully direct 
and focus public attention to the important relationship the 
individual bears to his environment, then you would have per
formed a vital task in re-awakening the spirit of concern and 
dedication of ycur founder to the safety and wdl-being of 
mankind.

I salute in this public manner all the Officdrs and dedicated 
workers of the Liberian National Red Cross Society Inc. as well 
as their supporters fcr the magnificent spirit of public sympathy 
and service displayed at all times of emergency and misfortunes 
in this country, and their speedy action in bringing relief, aid 
and sustenance to the suffering and afflicted.

It is my fervent hope that you will continue to soar to 
higher heights inthe coming years in your services to humanity.

Cordially,

W.R. Tolbert. Jr. Chief Patron



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED.CROSS

Its History

The experience of one man led. to the foundation 
of the Red Cross. A citizen of Geneva, Henry Dunant 
(1828-1910) was travelling in Italy in June 1859» 
His route led him to Solferino, where a tattle had just 
taken place between the Austrians, the French and the 
Piedomontes. Bitterly distressed by the sight of the 
wounded, abondonod in their thousands, Dunant helped to 
look after and comfort them, calling on the local popu
lation to assist. Later he described his experiences 
in a book which soon became famous: "Un Souvenir de 
Solferino". In that book he suggested the establishment 
of relief societies — the future Red Cross Societies - 
to assist the medical services of the armed forces. 
He also advocated the conclusion of an international 
Convention to protect the wounded, the hospitals where 
they were housed and the staff looking after them.

1863 -_F.cundation of t he_ ICEC

In 186.3, four Genevese citizens, talcing up Dunant*s 
idea, joined him in establishing a Committee, later to 
become the Iniernatioi.al Committee of the Red Cross, which 
decided to call that same year in Genova an international 
Conference of representatives of 16 countries. That



HISTORY

Like many of its sister organisations, the Liberian Red. 
Cross is the product cf the nineteenth century. In the year 
1919, Liberia, as a member of the League of Nations joined 
the allies cf World War I and on January 22, 1919 ratified 
and acceded to the Geneva Conventions. The late President 
Daniel E. Howard first propagated the idea of founding in 
Liberia a voluntary aid committee for relief assistance to 
the wounded and sick. Sympathy for the devastation and 
suffering of the allied forces led the President to launch 
an appeal. A Relief Committee was organized. Mr. Walter F. 
Walkc-r was the Chairman of the Relief Committee. Fund 
raising ( the only activity) was carried out and funds raised 
from the campaign were dispatched to the allied forces of 
Great Britain and the United States of America. At the 
close of World War I, the Relief Committee ceased its 
activities.

In 1949 the late President William V. S5 Tubman, realiz
ing the importance of a humanitarian organization in Liberia, 
invited a group of public-spirited citizens to organize the 
Red Cross in Liberia. Mrs., Jeannette Coopcr-Iiing was ap
pointed President cf the organization which was officially 
recognized by the government as an autonomous voluntary 
relief society, auxiliary tc the medical service of the 
national armed forces.



Liberia adhered to the Geneva Conventions and was 
represented at the International Red Cross Conference 
which took place in Athens, Greece in September 1959» 
The Liberian National Red Cross was officially recognized 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross in 
September 1959 and was accepted as the 82nd Society of 
the League of Red Cross Societies.

From then on the Liberian Red Cross has carried on 
an active and positive role in the social development of 
the country. The Liberian Red Cross puts its principles 
of humanitarianism to daily use, nourishing a dynamic 
and growing concern for all men. It aids the suffering, 
the destitute, the distressed and brings relief to the 
sick.

Cooperating to the fullest extent in fulfilling the 
Red Cross responsibilities in Liberia, the Red Cross 
recruits, instructs and assists in the social develop
ment of the country to inprove the general health of 
the nation.

In its fight for a better and healthier environment, 
the Red Cross conducts health and safety courses, teaching 
First Aid, Mother and Child Cgre, Water Safety, Home 
Nursing, Basic Health and accident prevention.



DEVELOPMENT

During the fourteen years of its existence, the 
Liberian Rec. Cross has progressively expanded, its 
principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 
independence, voluntary service, unity and universality.

Encouraged by its activities and to give further 
impetus to its movements, the Lebanese Community in 
Liberia donated to the Society a headquarters building 
which houses a

1. A Well Baby Clinic and a Laboratory
2 A Day (¡are Center with .kitchen
3. A conference and lecture room
4. Three spacious store-rooms
5. A Junior* lied Cross Center with work-shop 

and space for an emergency first aid center and a doctor’s 
office.

The Liberian Rod Cross has eighteen Chapters 
organized in seven of the ri.ne counties of Liberia, 
with Junior Rod Gross membership in the primary and 
secondary schools, The members are actively engaged 
in the activities of the local communities assisting 
in the improvement of the general health of rhe 
nation.



ACTIVITIES :

Because of the universal humanitarianism which it 
has fostered, around, the country, the Red Cross might 
well be known as "Humanity’s Bridge". Bridging the 
gap between the rich and the poor, the fortunate and 
the handicapped, the literate and the illiterate in 
its growning concern for all men.

Not confining its activities to the health and 
safety programs alone, it is actively engaged in 
educating the public to the principles of the Red 
Cross. Lectures on the Geneva Conventions are given 
to the armed forces, schools, the police forco and 
the general public through the public information 
program.

In its attempt to "help others help themselves", 
the Red Cross initiated a "Do-it-yourself program" 
aimed at eradicating hook-worms in the schools. In 
collaboration with the American Red Cross, work-shops 
were set up in the schools teaching students how sandies 
could be made cheaply from old car tires. The program 
was a great success. More than 4,000 sandies were made.

A work-shop for the handicapped was set up at the 
headquarters giving instructions in weaving and carving, 
as a means of self-help.



WELL BABY CLINIC

The Well Baby Clinic is a joint project of the Liberian 
Rod. Cross and. the Ministry of Health and. Welfare. It operates 
three days weekly, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday, Wednes
day and Friday. It has a staff consisting of a pediatrician, 
two registered nurses, four nurses aids and a laboratory 
technician}

It’s objectives are:
- medical appraisal of the child’s gro;<th and 

development of the physical and emotional health
- advice for mothers about feeding schedules and 

preparation of food (including nutritional education)
- routine immunization of the child against common 

contagious diseases
- guidance for the parents, fiving full opportunity 

to them to ask questions
- education and encouragement of the mother to 

report to the clinic for regular chcck-ps of the 
child

Babies from birth up to 6 years are encouraged to attend 
the clinic on the following desirable attendance:

- birth to 12 months------------------every month
- second year---------------------------- every 3 months
- 2 to 6 years --------------------------- every 6 months



Routine immunization are performed according to the 
following schedule:

- small—pox-------------------------------------- 1 to 12 months
(first vacination)

- difthcria-pertussis—tetanue..... .. starting at 2 months
of age thtee consecu
tive injections spaced 
one month apart. 
Boosters arc given 
at 2-5-7 years

Laboratory examinations are given for the following:

- hémoglobine determination
- tuberculine testing
- blood test for diagnosis of malaria
- stool examination for parasites
- urine examination
- blood sedimentation

Preventive activities

Regular attendance at the clinic make it possible to
detect the following:

- congenital malformations
- beginning of malnutrition ( incl. avitaminosis)
- parasitic infections endangering the child’s life 

or normal development
- primary or secondary anemias

Early detection of the illness will lead to early and 
effective treatment of the conditions mentioned above.



The following is a statistical abridgment from July 1972 
to July 1973:

Total number of children seen in the clinic ---- 4,498
Home visits -————— --------------------------------------  379

Age distribution:
birth to 1 year----------------------------- 72%
1 year to 5 years-------------------------- 28%

Vaccinations given:
small-pox---------------------------------- —- 1,830
D.P.T.-------------------------------------------1,271
typhoid-paratyphoid -------- •---------------374
poliomyelitis--------------- 130
measles--------  150
cord dressing------------------------------------- 743
cholera---------------------------------------------1,200

Different treatment referred to hospital:

- conductivities (purulent) in new born-----------------267
- infected umbilicus in new born---------------------------491
- tetanue neonatotun-----------------------------------------------7
- acute gastro-enterisis, dysentary-----------------------192
- intestinal parasites-----------------------------------------726
- anemia--------------------------------------------------------------467
- different avitaminosis --------------------------------- 132
- bronchitis, pneumonia ---------------------------------- 8
- skin infections-------------------------------------------155

* malaria preventive treatment is given to all children.



DAY CARE CElrTER ■

To serve the needs of working mothers, the Red. Cross 
established and operates at its headquarters, a Day Care 
Center for children from the age of 9 months to 5 years. 
The center was opened in May 1972 under the supervision^ 
of Mrs. Gilbrctta H. Jones, with an enrollment of six. 
Two nursos aids and a dietitian operate the center providing 
two snacks and a balance lunch daily for the children.

A good pre-school program which is designed to fill the 
needs of the whole child and encourage him to fulfill his 
potentials intellectually, socially, emotionally and phy
sically is part of the Center’s program. Free play, plenty 
of sunshine and rest; good health and eating habits are 
an important part of the program.

Furniture for the Center were donated by:

1. The Rotary Club of Liberia
2. B.F.Goodridgo
3. Monrovia Industrial Co.
4. Auriolc Enterprises Inc.
5. C.F.Wilhelm Jantzcn Ltd.
6. Mr. Charles A. Cooper

Mrs. Prince A. Taylor of the U.S.A, donated educational materials.

With a capacity to serve 36 children, the Center now has 
26 children enrolled. It operates from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday to Friday and is closed for all National holidays.



RELOff ACTIVITIES.
'--it1 ..... .. .7;-' ' ”'*'•• ''•-.«.'

1. May 1972, several hundred Liberian citizens living 
in Ghana wav. repatriated from the country. Without homes, 
employment and food, they were left stranded at ports while 
awaiting ocean transportation. An appeal was mads to the 
Liberian Red Cross and the sum of $500.00 was sent to our 
representative in Ghana to assist the distressed citizens.

2. On Jj'ebruapy A.. 1973 fire destroyed 27 houses at the 
Barclay training c ent or distressi ng an estimated number of 
215 army personnels and 37 civilians «•

Working with tne Ministries 01 I. lense and Health & Welfare, 
The Liberian Red Cross Disaster Relief Team -with assistance from 
the Ammerican Conirimity in Liberia quickly despatched relief 
to the victims in the form of cash,.clothing, food, beddings, 
medicaments and household appliances

3. Jiarcn 3, 1973 fire destroyed 25 houses at the 
Zeta Chiefdom, Bclefanai Headquarters< Bong County leaving 
many persons homeless and distressed.

The Rud Cross Disaster Relief team went to the aid of 
the victims. Distributions of clothing, blankets, pans, spoons, 
buckets, plates, powder milk, flour and can provisions were 
made to the fire victims.

The lack of water facilities in this area has been noted 
by the Red Cross and the Society has plans to be of assistance 
in this essential need.



FIRST AID PROGRAM

The Liberian Red. Cross in collaboration with the
American Rod Cross ’’Friendship Africa" college student 
volunteer work service conducted. First Aid and Home 
Nursing classes in four of the nine counties in Liberia 
from June 30 to August 22, 1972. Members of the Police 
Force, the C.I.D., school students and Teachers sponsors, 
and community members partiojpatcd in the program»

Certificates in Basic First AiJ. were issued io---------828 persons
Certificates in Advance First Aid were issued to------271 ”
Certificates in Home Nursing were issued to -— ---------127 “
First Aid Instructor certificates---------------------------- 45

Again in 1973 he Liberian Red Cross had uhe privilege 
of being host to the "Friendship Africa" volunteers. The 
five young college students worked with Liberian counter
parts helping to establish and carry on effective local 
community development programs to combat disease, prevent 
accidents and injury and safeguard health by training in
structors in first aid, Home Nursing, Mother and Child Care 
and Basic Heqlbh.

The program proved fruitful and many trained instruc
tors are carrying on the work. As a result of this Program, 
members of the University of Liberia family, Medical doctors, 



nurses and interested individuals have proposed to organize 
a ’’Medical Volunteer Corps” whose aims shall he centered in 
the rural areas to give instructions in health education, 
child care, basis sanitation rules and nutritional education.

WATER SAFETY PROGRAM

The 1971 - 1972 summer vacation Swimming Program had an 
enrollment of 111 students participating in the program. 
Competitive swimming was encouraged throughout the summer. 
Red Cross swimmers came first, second and third place.

Adult Swimming Classes ware included in the 1972 - 1973 
Summer Vacation Swimming Program. It is encouraging to note 
that 16 adults participated in the classes. A total enroll
ment of 144 students registered and participated in the pro
gram this year.

Certificates for advance swimmers were awarded to 48 persons. 
Life saving classes were also conducted and 12 received certificates 
as life savers.

Water Safety Instructors course was introduced into the 
swimming program this year. No certificates were awarded.

The swimming program is conducted during the summer 
vacation from December Ito May each year at the swimming 
pool of the Ducor Intercontinental through the kind co
operation of the management.



SOCIAL SERVICE

During the period under review, the Liberian Red Cross 
was greatly involved in cooperative endeavours with the 
international Social Service^ Geneva by making contacts 
with misplaced persons and adjusting family relationship.

Nine cases were successfully concluded. Three parent
child adjustment, four family reunions, one guardianship 
and one adoption.

INTERNATIONAL relations

Among the distinguished visitors to +he Liberian Red Cross 
Society during the period under review were:

1. Mr. Jacques Moreillon, Delegate General for Africa 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross

2. Mr. Rene Weber, Head of the Regional Delegation for 
Western and Central Africa - ICRC

3. Mr. Dag Vogt Aiidrsassen , Assjstawt Direct «r, Youth 
Sure&UT League of Red Cress Satieties



DISSEMINATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

1. "Soldier’s Manual". The ICRC desiring to make an 
active contribution to the propagation of the Geneva 
Conventions and basic humanitarian principles among the armed 
forces in Liberia, sent 5®0 additional copies of the booklet 
"Soldief’s Manual" to the Red Cross for presentation to the 
Ministry of Defense. On January 19, 1973 the booklets were 
presented to the Minister of Defense, Honourable Allen Williams.

In order to facilitate the propagation of the knowledge 
of the Geneva Conventions to the armed forces, Mrs. Jeannette 
King gave an eight-hour lecture course on the Geneva Con
ventions at the Red Cross Headquarters to 16 army officers 
who will be responsible for the difussion of knowledge of 
the Geneva Conventions in the armed forces throughout Liberia.

September 17, 1973 Mrs. King lectured to 160 army officers 
and enlisted men at the Barclay Training Center and on September 
20, 1972 she lectured to 200 officers and enlisted men at 
Camp Schiefflin on the Geneva Conventions.

Col. Joseph B. Sharpe, Commandant of the Military 
Academy will be the responsible officer for the- propagation 
of the Geneva Conventions in the armed forces

Col. Stephen J. Koffa has been appointed Liaison Officer 
for the Red Cross and Ministry of Defense.



2. ’’The Red. Cross and My Country*'. 25f000 copies of 
the school text books and the "Teachers Manual" were presented 
to the Ministry of Education by ICRC representative, Rene Weber 
for use in the primary and secondary schools. A few schools 
have introduced the course into their curriculum. Reports from 
these schools show much interest and enthusiasm from the students 
on the principles of hhe Red Cross.

3. "International Humanitarian Law". This course was 
introduced into the University of Liberia and Cuttington 
College syllabuses in 1971. In 1973» the course was taught 
in the Louise Arthur Grimes Law School at the University of 
Liberia.

4. "The Rights and Duties of Nurses Under the Geneva 
Conventions." 30 copies of these booklets were sent from 
the ICRC to the Red Cross to be presented to the Ministry 
of Health and Welfare to be used in the hospitals.



JUNIOR RED CROSS

YOUTH DECLARATION OF SERVICE

"We believe in service for others, for our country, 
our community, and our school; in health of mind and 
body to fit us for greater service; and in better human 
relations throughout the world. We have joined the Red 
Cross Youth to help achieve its aims by working together 
with members everywhere in our erwn and other lands."

The Junior Red Cross is the junior membership of the 
senior Red Cross, enrolled in elementary and secondary 
schools. Membership is opened to boys and girls in 
actual attendance in public and private schools.

Members participate in local, national, and international 
services. Mary of these are performed as part of their 
regular school work. Other services may be carried out in 
the chapter and community under the direction of chapter 
volunteers.

The Juhior Red Cross Council is made up of students 
representatives from all schools with Junior Red Cross 
enrollment. The Council’s work is to promote Junior Red 
programs, provide opportunity and information which students 
and other young people need to improve the quality of life 
in the community.



ACTIVITIES

Articles for children and. adults in hospitals and other 
institutions are made in home economics and industrial and 
fine arts classes»

Courses in First Aid, Nother and Child Care, Water Safety, 
Accident Prevention and Care of the Sick and Injured are offered 
to schools»

Junior Red Cross members join other youth clubs in City 
C&ean Up Campaign» Serve as volunteers in the Ambulanse 
Service. Donate blood and participate in the Disaster Relief 
Service.

MEMBERSHIP

Through the public information programs, the Junior Red 
Cross is reaching more and more people and Red Cross member
ship has come to have a feal meaning in Liberian schools. To 
many it gives a true sense of belonging and participating in 
the organization's neighborly efforts to help others.

As a result of this year membership drive, junior mem
bership has increased by 13%. It is our sincere hope that 
in the near future, all school children will be Junior Red 
Cross members. More and more youths realize that they’ve 
got a lot to give.



LOCAL RED CROSS CHAPTERS

The National Society in 1959 began organizing Local 
Chapters in several of the counties for the following 
purposes:

- to teach Red Cross principles
- to promote health
- to cooperate with Red Cross in relief work

Each Chapter is managed by a board consisting of at 
least 5 members eledted by Red Cross members within the 
county. Sub-Chapters are organized in towns and cities, 
each having a Chairman ai the Head of the organization.

There are eighteen Local Chapters organized in seven 
counties of the country.

LOCAL CHAPTERS ACTIVITIES

I. Yekopa Chapter
1. Donation of $1,360.00 to the Ganta Leprosarium 

for setting up a shoe making factory
2. Mobile Well Baby Clinic - at present serves 

157 children - plans to expand
3. Five wheelchairs donated to hospitals
4. Two four-year scholarships awarded
5» $1,175*00 donated to Social Welfare Officer to

be used for children’s group and sewing clubs
6. A young mother, deserted after giving birth to 

twins was given money to set up a market stall



II. Cuttington Sub-Chapter

1. Composed, chapter Red. Cross song
2. Donated blood, to the Phcbo Hospital
3. Conducted courses in First Aid and Home Nursing
4. Conducted Health and Nutrition education to 

the surrounding villagers

III. Konola Acadamey.Sub Chapter

1. Teaching the Geneva Conventions "The Red Cross 
and My Country"

2. International Friendship Exchange Program
3. First Aid and Basic Health Classes
4. Donate blood to the E.L.W.A. Hospital

IV. Bomi Chapter

1.
2.
3.

Well Baby Clinic
First Aid courses
Bazaar

V. C^pemount Chapter

1. First aid and Home Nursing courses
2. Relief assistance to flood victims

VI. Kakata Chapter

1.
2.
3.

Relief assistance to hurricane victims
Well Baby Clinic
Food distribution to the prisoners


