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INTRODUCTION
1969—1972 was a period characterized in 

Finland by many notable changes in the legis
lation of public health care and social ac
tivities and by other developments. These 
changes and developments in turn, were 
reflected in the activities of the Finnish Red 
Cross (FRC). When the FRC moved into a 
new decade, during which a hundred years 
have passed from the beginning of its ac
tivities, this Organisation was making pre
parations in various ways to accept the new 
tasks and demands set by the 1970’s.

Among the more noteworthy events from 
the standpoint of the FRC may be mentioned 
the coming into force of the renewed statutes, 
by means of which attempts were made to 
follow the social development. The long 
range planning work of the Organisation was 
started and as a basis for this work it accept
ed the principle that the FRC is in the first 
place an organisation for disaster relief 
activities. This period also includes several 
measures for increased disaster prepared
ness, thanks to which the FRC succeeded in 
participating in the international relief ac
tivities better than before. From the social 
point of view the most important achievement 
of the FRC during the last decades was the 
building plan of the Blood Transfusion 
Service Centre. Its aim was to improve the 
functional possibilities of the national blood 
transfusion service, for which the FRC is 
responsible, and to accomplish a more 
efficient and versatile service for the hospi
tals.

INTRODUCTION
La période 1967—1972 a été marguée en 

Finlande par d’importants changements légis
latifs dans le domaine de la santé publique 
et des affaires sociales ainsi que par d’autres 
évènements facteurs de progrès. Ces mes
ures se réfléchirent sur l'activité de la Croix- 
Rouge Finlandaise. En même temps que cette 
dernière entrait dans une nouvelle décennie, 
au cours de laquelle elle commémorera le 
centième anniversaire de son entrée en acti
vité. elle s’apprêtait aussi à prendre en 
charge les nouvelles tâches et obligations 
que cètte décennie lui impose.

Parmi les évènements qui, du point de vue 
la Croix-Rouge Finlandaise, revêtent plus 
d'importance, on peut d’abord mentionner la 
mise en application des nouveaux statuts de 
l’organisation avec lesquels on s’est efforcé 
de suivre l’évolution de la société. On a 
entreprit les travaux de planification à long 
terme de l’organisation en se basant sur le 
principe approuvé que la tâche princ.pale de 
la Croix-Rouge Finlandaise est d’intervenir 
en cas de catastrophe. Entre 1967 et 1972, 
de nombreuses mesures visant à renforcer 
la préparation de l’organisation à cette fin ont 
été prises. Grâce à elles, la Croix-Rouge 
Finlandaise a été à même de participer plus 
efficacement qu’auparavant au mouvement 
international d’assistance. Le projet de con
struction du nouveau centre de transfusion 
sanguine, qui avait pour but d’améliorer 
l’activité de ce service dont répond la Croix- 
Rouge Finlandaise à léchelon national et 
d’en renforcer et diversifier les rapports avec 
les établissements hospitaliers, était, du 
point de vue de la société cette fois, la 
réussite la plus remarquable de la Croix- 
Rouge Finlandaise ces dernières décennies.



INTRODUCCION
La época de 1967 a 1972 se caracteriza 

por importantes cambios en la legislación 
del servicio sanitario y social, asi como por 
otros acontecimientos evolutivos. La influen
cia de estos cambios se ha reflejado también 
en el funcionamiento de la Cruz Roja Fin
landesa.Al mismo tiempo que la SPR (Cruz 
Roja Finlandesa) empezó la nueva década, 
durante la cual se celebraría el centésimo 
aniversario de su fundación, la organización 
se preparaba para poder atender a las nuevas 
tareas y exigencias que le traía la década de 
los 70.

Entre los acontecimientos más importan
tes, desde el punto de vista de la SPR, se 
puede mencionar, en primer lugar, la reno
vación de los estatutos de la organización, 
con lo cual se ha pretendido seguir el de
sarrollo de la sociedad. Se inicio la planifi
cación a largo plazo de la organización y se 
aceptó como base el principio de que la SPR 
es una organización que principalmente 
presta ayuda en casos de catástrofe. Esta 
época incluye también muchas medidas 
encaminadas al mejoramiento de la prepara
ción de la SPR para las catástrofes, y gracias 
a estas medidas la organización pudo partici
par, más eficazmente que antes, en la labor 
internacional de socorro. El proyecto para la 
construcción de un nuevo Banco de Sangre 
que mejoraría este servicio, cuya responsa
bilidad corre a cargo de la SPR, y el proyecto 
para lograr un servicio más eficaz y diversi
ficado para los hospitales, son* desde el punto 
de vista social, el logro más significativo de 
la SPR, durante las últimas décadas.

THE FINNISH RED CROSS
The FRC was founded on May 7, 1877 

under the name of ’’The Finnish Society for 
the Care of Wounded and Sick Soldiers”. 
When Finland had gained its independence, 
the name was altered to the Finnish Red 
Cross in 1919. The Finnish Red Cross was 
accepted as a National Society by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross in 1920, 
and it was accepted as a member of the 
League of Red Cross Societies in 1921.

The present statutes of the FRC were 
confirmed in 1950 with an ordinance given by 
the State Council, and the FRC has since 
been a Society subject to the Public Law. 
Alterations were made to the Statutes in 
1969. The regulations of the Districts and 
Branches of the Organisation have been 
confirmed by the Ministry of the Interior.



Genneral Assembly
Every second year. In she meeting every 
FRC District has from 4 to 10 votes 
according to the number of members; in 
addition, the members of the Council have 
a personal right of voting. Every FRC 
member has a voice.

The Council
1 chairman. 2 vice-chairmen, 36 members 
and personal substitutes for the members, 
all of them elected by the General Assem
bly. the chairmen for 2 years and the 
members for 4 years. In addition, the ex 
officio representatives of the Ministry of 
the Interior. Ministry of Education, and the 
Health Department of the Defence Forces, 
and two representatives of the Ministry for 
Health and Social Affairs, of whom one 
represents social welfare, the other public 
health. Most of the elected members of 
the Council are representatives of the 
FRC Districts; the rest represent various 
lines of social life

a

aThe Centr
1 chairman, 2 vice-chairmen, 6 members and ex officio the 
in the Council, the members are elected by the Council for

Committee
secretary general of the FRC. The chairmen are the same as 
years.

■ _____________■___________________ __
The District Meeting

Twice a year. Every Branch of the District has from 2 to 
5 votes according to the number of members Every member 
of the District Branches has a voice.

The Headquarters

— . ........ — , —,

The District Committee

The Branch Meeting
Twice a year. In the meeting every member of the Branch 
has a vote.

The District Office

The Committee of the Branch
1 chairman, 1 vice-chairman and 8 mem
bers. The chairmen are elected at the 
Branch Meeting annyally, the members for
2 years.

a

Units of Work Members



MEMBERS
The Headquarters of the FRC is located in 

Helsinki. Organisationally it is divided into the 
secretariat of the Secretary General and three 
departments: an organisational, an economic 
and an administrative department. The total 
number of employees in the Headquarters is 
about 60.

Functionally Finland is divided into 15 
Districts, 11 of which are Finnish, 2 Finnish 
and Swedish and 2 Swedish. In every District 
there is a District Office with from 2 to 10 
employees depending on the size of the 
District.

The Branches are working under the 
Districts. There are 640 Branches, at least 
one in every commune. In addition, the 
largest Branches have Village Clubs, the total 
number of which is 160. Subordinated to the 
Branches there are various Units of Work, 
among others 450 First Aid Groups, 300 
Clubs for the Aged, 30 Home Aid Offices, 
Youth Groups, Friend Service Groups, etc. 
The activities of the Branches are on a volun
tary basis. Only a few larger Branches have 
part-time or full-time hired employees.

The whole FRC organisation, including the 
Headquarters, District Offices and Branches 
as well as the Blood Transfusion Service and 
other institutions of the Organisation, has a 
total hired personnel of about 750.

The FRC has 160,000 members. According 
to a decision made in 1971 the junior mem
bers are not any more registered separately 
in the FRC. Of the total population of Finland, 
3.4 per cent are FRC members.

COOPERATION
In accordance with its statutes, one of the 

main principles of the FRC is to give support 
to the State authorities in the fields of health 
and social welfare. Thus the cooperation be
tween the FRC and the authorities is con
tinued and close. Five representatives of the 
Government are ex officio members of the 
FRC Council, while the Government has been 
continually using the experts of the FRC in 
various committees and boards and asked 
for reports on several questions concerning 
its activities.

In the period 1967—1972, the most note
worthy matter in which cooperation of the 
FRC was requested by the authorities was the 
committee work on the development of the 
security measures of the country. The com
mittee completed its work in 1972, when two 
reports were publicized. The first one treated 
the reorganisation of the civil defence under 
exceptional conditions, the second one the 
reorganisation of the rescue service under 
normal conditions. The leading principle is 
that both of them are based on the same 
basic organisation, which again is based on 
the cooperation of the authorities working 
even in normal conditions within a coope
ration system prepared in advance. As an 
important contributing factor the report 
emphasizes the increase of the share of the 
voluntary organisations in the national securi
ty work. In these plans the FRC holds an im
portant position both as an assisting medical 
organisation and as one giving material 
support.

In regard to the ambulance service, a 
remarkable improvement was effected. On 
the basis of the common initiative of the FRC



1. In 1972 the FRC began a close cooperation with the 
Safety at Work Centre representing the labour market 
organisations. The main goal of this cooperation is 
the organisation of the first aid service at the 
working places.

and certain other organisations, a special 
Government board was appointed in 1969 to 
prepare a complete presentation for an 
improvement of the transport of the sick and 
to effect the legislation lacking on this field. 
The FRC participated actively in this work 
completed in 1970. Likewise the FRC held a 
central position in the Nordic committee 
which, in 1970—71, prepared a proposition 
on the cooperation in the northern areas of 
Finland, Norway and Sweden for the trans
port of the sick and for the rescue service in 
the border regions.

The Public Health Law ratified in 1972 
reflects into the FRC activities in many ways. 
Even before the law became valid, many 
negotiations were couducted between the 
Government, communes and FRC concerning 
the transport of the sick, health service 
courses and health education, loan depots 
of sanitary supplies, rehabilitation services 
and the medical and health service insti
tutions of the Society. The Public Health Law 
aims especially at the development of the 
national open nursing, which closely touches 
many FRC activities.

In the field of the international relief ac
tivities, the period 1969—1972 meant con
tinued convergence between the Government 
and the FRC. The Government canalized 
through the FRC almost all of the assistance 
it gave for international disaster relief.

In addition to the cooperation with both 
municipal and governmental authorities, the 
FRC is a member of nearly 20 national or
ganisations or cooperation organs. A signifi
cant new field of cooperation opened in 1972 
with the Safety at Work Centre, representing 
the labour market organisations. In the first

2. The voluntary Rescue Service founded on the initia
tive of the FRC is a cooperation system including 
nearly 40 national organisations and nearly 20 safety 
authorities. The aim of the Rescue Service is to help 
the authorities in different accident situations. The 
FRC is acting as coordinator of the voluntary section 
of the Rescue Service; in addition, it has the re
sponsibility of the first aid service of this system.

place, this cooperation concerns the or
ganisation of the first aid service in the 
working places, but partly also the assistance 
in the health care of the working places.

One of the most remarkable forms of 
cooperation for increasing the security of 
man and for making the rescue service more 
effective is the National Rescue Service. It 
was established in 1964 on the initiative of 
the FRC to assist the authorities in various 
emergency situations. 37 national central or
ganisations and 17 different security au
thorities are taking part in these activities. 
From the beginning the FRC worked as 
coordinator of the voluntary sector of the 
Rescue Service and it has taken an active 
part in the development of this system and in 
the maintenance of its readiness for action. 
In addition, the FRC is responsible for the 
provision of first aid in the Rescue Service, 
in which the FRC first aid groups are im
portant units of activity. The Rescue Service 
has been mostly needed for tracing lost per
sons. In 1971, the number of such tracings 
amounted to 235 and nearly 9,000 voluntary 
persons took part in them. In 1972 the corres
ponding figures were 315 and 11,500.
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LONG RANGE PLANNING
In 1970, the FRC started its long range 

planning work striving to state the role of the 
FRC in Finnish society. As a startingpoint it 
was agreed that, in the first place, the FRC 
must be regarded as a disaster relief organ
isation giving both direct and preventive dis
aster relief. It was agreed that the aim of this 
planning work must be to find the functional 
form, by means of which the FRC is able, in 
the best way, to meet the expectations, taking 
into consideration the social development 
and the resources of the Organisation.

In 1970—1971, the Organisation concen
trated on a systematic collection of needed 
information and on discussions conducted at 
different levels on the future of the FRC. This 
planning programme included collection of 
economic and functional data on different 
Organisation levels, investigations con
cerning the functional activity of the Branches 
and reading of the periodical of the FRC as 
well as a membership inquiry. For the pre
judgment of the social development factors, 
reports and calculations prepared by various 
institutions were used.

In 1972 the Organisation concentrated on 
analysing the investigations made and draw
ing conclusions for a basic organisation plan 
to be discussed at the General Assembly in 
1973. As a concrete result from the long 
range planning in 1970-1972, the post of a 
planning manager was established at the 
Central Office of the FRC for the purpose of 
coordinating the investigations and planning 
activities to accomplish integrated plans im
portant for the Society.

FINANCES AND THE RAISING OF FUNDS
The total statement of income and expendi

ture for 1969—1972 in respect of the Central 
Directorate, the Districts and Branches of 
the FRC, showed the following figures:

• 1969 - 11,150,000 Sw. fr.
• 1970 - 13,994,000 Sw.fr.
• 1971 - 14,848,000 Sw.fr.
• 1972 - 17,664,000 Sw.fr.

The largest expense items in 1972 were the 
Blood Transfusion Service, whose share of 
the total expense was 39.5 per cent, other insti
tutions (the Plastic Surgery Hospital, the 
Home for Children with Speech Defects and 
the Workshop for the Manufacture of Arti
ficial Limbs) 9.8 per cent, the general ex
penses of the Headquarters and the District 
Offices 14.0 per cent, medico-social activities 
10.8 per cent and the international activities 
4.5 per cent.

As regards surplus, here too the annual 
yield of the Blood Transfusion Service is the 
largest. In 1972, its share in the total yield of 
the Society was 45.8 per cent. The proceeds of 
the Blood Transfusion Service are applied to 
the support and promotion of this activity 
only. The income of the other institutions of 
the central management was 9.8 per cent. The 
share of the raising of funds — addresses, 
Christmas cards, Red Cross stamps, lotteries, 
first aid requisites, traffic safety reflector, 
and the income derived from various kinds 
of institutions, kiosks, cafes, and other similar 
business undertakings owned by the Districts 
and Branches, etc. - amounted to 14.9

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr


3. Postage stamps with an extra fee for the FRC are 
issued every second year. The organisation receives 
part of these proceeds for its activity. In 1972 the 
theme of these stamps was the 25th anniversary of 
the Blood Transfusion Service of the FRC.

4. In 1972 the FRC wanted to contribute to the safety 
of the roadway walkers and produced an efficient 
reflector for the pedestrians to be used on outer 
garments in the dusk and dark. 



per cent. The share of the other proceeds - 
various course fees and other functional re
turns, real-estates, investments, interests and 
dividend — was 10.9 per cent, the share of the 
supports 11.4 per cent, the income from the 
foundations 3.3 per cent and the share of the 
membership fees 1.2 per cent.

The annual membership fee of the FRC 
is Fmk 5 for the first member of the family, 
and Fmk 2 for the following ones. Of 
the Fmk 5 the Central Directorate receives 
Fmk 1.50 and the Branch Fmk 1.50. Of the 
Fmk 2 every one of these levels receives 
Fmk 0,50. The rest of both of these member
ship fees, Fmk 0,50, is given to the FRC organ 
taking care of the collection of these fees, to 
cover the registration and collection ex
penses. The members have also the possi
bility to pay a whole-life membership fee, 
which is Fmk 50 for the first member of the 
family and Fmk 20 for the following ones. 
These fees are divided in the same pro
portions as the yearly fees. Every member of 
the Organisation has to pay the membership 
fee.

In 1972 a decision was made to adopt a 
new collecting system of the membership 
fees from the beginning of 1973. Instead of 
the earlier collection through the Branches, 
the central management will take care of the 
first phase of collection in a centralized 
manner and the Branches will be responsible 
for the subsequent collection. At the same 
time a decision was made to establish a 
national FRC membership register in 1973 to

5. The largest fund collection campaign arranged in
1969— 1972 was the ’Playtime’ campaign for strength
ening the disaster preparedness of the FRC. The 
most visible means of this campaign were the dolls 
which were to make the campaign idea generally 
known. The actual sales articles were the ’Playtime 
reflectors to be used as mascots and Christmas tree 
decorations, etc.

the Head Office by automatic data pro
cessing. This register is to comprise all the 
personal data which earlier were in the 
Branch registers only.

The FRC annually receives considerable 
support from the Slot Machine Society. The 
purpose of this Society is that of collecting 
funds for national health work, and for the 
care of children and the aged with the help 
of slot machines and juke boxes. The FRC, 
which is a member of this Society, has re
ceived an average amount of Fmk 600,000 
annually from its surplus. In addition, in
1970— 1972 the FRC has received an extra 
support of Fmk 2,135,000 for the building of 
the Blood Transfusion Centre.

Since 1962 the Finnish Broadcasting 
Company and Finnish Television have pro
vided valuable support to various kinds of 
relief activities with the help of the so-called 
’’Music Gift” fund raising campaign. By means 
of weekly ’’Music Gift” concerts and monthly 
television programmes funds are raised from 
the public for specific purposes. The practical 
side of the collection, that is to say the col
lection and delivery of the money for ap
proved purposes is administered by the FRC. 
Raised funds have been distributed for seve
ral purposes in the course of years. In 1969— 
1972 the FRC received Fmk 885,000 of these 
funds for its national and international relief 
activities.

The largest national fund-raising campaign 
during the period 1969-1972 was arranged in 
1971 to strengthen the disaster preparedness





of the Organisation. This campaign, called 
’Playtime” included four partial programmes: 
information, doll, reflector sales and ’’Music 
Gift” campaigns.

For the doll campaign, nearly 22,000 
’’Playtime” dolls were distributed to the 
Districts and Branches. The members of the 
Organisation and outsiders, too, clothed them 
and the Branches and Districts arranged local 
and regional doll exhibitions and voting 
contests to find the best clothed dolls. Ten 
best dolls from each of the 15 Districts par
ticipated in the national exhibition and voting 
contest arranged by the Head Office in the 
show windows of the Helsinki Christmas 
street. In connection with the exhibitions and 
contests various fund raising activities were 
arranged. After the campaign, part of the 
dolls were donated to children’s homes, 
hospitals, etc., and the rest was sold for fund- 
raising purposes.

For the reflector sales campaign a doll 
reflector was manufactured of plastics, identi
cal to the emblem of the campaign. About 
600,000 of them were sold as national col
lection articles. The Christmas collection of 
the ’’Music Gift” was arranged at the end of 
the year during one and a half months for 
the strengthening of the disaster prepared
ness of the FRC. In connection with this 
campaign a ’’Music Gift” depositing card 
was distributed to every household in Finland, 
for mailing of donations.

Total returns from the "Playtime” campaign 
were about Fmk 620,000.

DISASTER RELIEF ACTIVITIES
In 1971 the FRC General Assembly empha

sized the importance of the disaster relief 
activities as a first-rate task of the Organi
sation. Thus, in 1971—1972, the Organisation 
concentrated on the strengthening of the 
disaster preparednes, especially that of 
the Districts. In addition to the first aid and 
other medical activities, attempts were made 
to train the Districts in effective activities for 
providing material support, too. The basic 
principle was to have a special emergency 
unit even in the small Branches, whose mem
bers had been trained both in medical first 
aid and material support activities. In large 
Branches the emergency unit should be 
composed of a medical first aid group and a 
so called disaster relief group for material 
support.

First Aid Groups and First Aid Posts
In different parts of Finland there were in 

1972 in all 450 first aid groups, trained and 
duly equipped by the FRC, with a total of over 
6,200 members. These groups are acting as 
emergency units. In 1972 they were on duty 
for the day over 2,500 times on various public 
occasions and aided in over 1,800 accidents. 
The largest duty service hitherto arranged 
by the FRC first aid groups was the organi
sation of the first aid service in 1971 during 
the European Athletic Championship in 
Helsinki, when the groups took care of the 
first aid both to public and to a smaller extent 
to the athletes. The FRC also had the re-

12



6. The FRC has 450 first aid groups serving as support 
groups for the alarm cars of the Rescue Service and 
for the ambulances of the FRC. These groups are on 
duty for the day at different public occasions, 
athletic contests, etc.

7. To maintain the activity preparedness of the first aid 
groups regional and national first aid contests have 
been arranged since 1968. 

4



sponsibility for the first aid service for the 
European Security Conference in Helsinki.

To maintain the preparedness of the first 
aid groups, first aid contests in addition to 
camps and other kinds of training, have been 
arranged annually both at regional and na
tional level.

Because of the decreasing significance of 
the first aid posts situated on the roadside, 
the FRC, in 1969—1972, gave more attention 
to the promotion of mobile first aid duty 
service. The number of this kind of mobile 
first aid posts — vehicles, the drivers of which 
have been trained in first aid and have the 
needed requisite in the vehicle to which the 
FRC Central Directorate has given the right to 
use the emblem of the Red Cross when in 
road service, was 150 at the end of the year 
1972. Most of these vehicles were in charge 
of the members of the FRC first aid groups.

Both the FRC first aid groups and mobile 
first aid posts have continually participated 
in the safety service activities during the 
yearly special holidays, among others at 
Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide, in co
operation with the police and other volun
tary Societies.

8. The significance of the stationary roadside first aid 
stations has been continually diminishing. Therefore 
the FRC has fixed more attention to the mobile first 
aid service duty. During special holidays with heavy 
traffic the FRC has been participating in the safety 
in traffic by arranging provisional first aid stations 
on highways.
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Ambulance Service
Since the 1950’s, the FRC has worked to 

improve the conditions for transporting the 
sick in Finland and placed its own ambu
lances especially in remote localities. This 
system is largely based upon voluntary 
assistance the first aid groups acting as 
support groups of the cars.

The coming into force of the Public Health 
Law in 1972 and the preceding efforts to 
clear up the ambulance service activities of 
the country have put these activities of the 
FRC in a new light. According to the law, the 
responsibility will be passed to the municipal 
health centres, and thus the FRC must make 
a new evaluation of the situation and decide 
the coming share of the Organisation in this 
work.

As a result of the above the number of the 
ambulances owned by the FRC, which in 1969 
was 72, is now 65. At the end of 1972 there 
were in all 550 ambulances in Finland. In 
1972, the total number of kilometres covered 
by the ambulances of the FRC was over 
1,800,000.

The helicopter donated to the FRC in 1965 
was in 1969—1972 in the use of the Border 
Patrol Establishment for employment in 
ambulance and life-saving flights in North 
Finland.

9



9. Of the total of 550 ambulances in Finland 65 are 
owned by the FRC. These are stationed mainly in the 
outlying districts, where the transport of the sick 
cannot be settled in other ways. These cars are 
yearly driving about 1,7 million kilometres in the < 
transport of the sick.

I



Disaster Relies Fund and Supply Centre
To increase preparedness to give promt 

aid the FRC has a disaster relief fund. When 
supporting this fund the donor can stipulate 
the purpose for which the money is to be 
used. This fund maintains an account in all 
banking institutions. All the financial relief 
activities of the FRC Central Directorate are 
effected through this disaster fund. In 1969— 
1972 this fund received, in the form of do
nations and allowances for certain purposes, 
an average of Fmk 1,700,000 annually.

The centre of the material relief work of 
the FRC is the supply centre at Tampere. 
Tents, blankets, clothes, shoes, hospital 
supplies and blood transfusion equipment 
are stored there. This supply centre serves 
the disaster relief needs both in Finland and 
abroad. The figures of the relief supplied 
from this store in the years 1969—1972 were 
as follows: 1969 - Fmk 403,000; 1970 — Fmk 
1,002,000; 1971 - Fmk 761,000 1972 - Fmk 
660,000. FRC Branches and Districts are 
partly taking care of the completion of the 
supply store by providing clothing received 
through collections, and business and in
dustrial enterprises make material donations. 
Partly the store is completed by using the 
funds of the disaster fund.

Domestic Disaster Relies
The characteristics of the domestic dis

aster relief work are rapidity and its transi
tory nature: mainly in cases of sudden ca
tastrophes, such as fire, the FRC tries to give 

the victims immediate material and spiritual 
aid, to alleviate the immediate consequences 
of the disaster.

The total worth of the domestic financial 
and material aid distributed by the FRC has 
amounted to an average of Fmk 400,000 annu
ally. The number of separate aid cases was 
correspondingly 3,000-4,000 annually.

International Personnel Reserve
To increase preparedness to provide inter

national relief, the FRC started in 1970 the 
basic training of people suitable for foreign 
relief activities. This course as well as the 
three other similar courses arranged during 
the two following years were attended by 
physicians, nurses, persons skilled in trans
port, distribution and technical functions, 
and persons suitable for administrative work. 
The participants of these courses have been 
selected both from the Organisation and 
from outside.

The first Nordic advanced training course 
in this field was arranged in Denmark in 1970. 
This course had participants from Finland, 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark.

In 1970—1972 the basic course was passed 
by 140 persons. Part of them attended the 
domestic advanced training courses.

These trained people form the internation
al personnel reserve of the FRC. 32 of them 
acted in international relief activities of the 
Red Cross in 1970—1972'.



iO. To secure its relief preparedness the FRC has a 
disaster fund, All the monetary relief activities are 
arranged through this fund. It is replenished by 
taking up spontaneous contributions and different 
collections. This fund is made known by the use of 
match box etiquettes, etc.

11. The international personnel reserve of the FRC 
has made possible a more efficient assignment 
of persons to the international relief activities. From 
this reserve of persons two relief groups were sent 
to Bangladesh, e.g., the first of which arrived in 
Bangladesh immediately after the war in the last 
days of 1971.



International Disaster Relies
The many activities for strengthening the 

disaster preparedness of the FRC at the end 
of the 1960’s and in 1969—1972 contributed to 
the fact that the Organisation more than be
fore, was able to take part in the internation
al disaster relief activities of the Red Cross. 
On the other hand, the Finnish Government 
also began to support the disaster relief 
activities more and more and granted funds 
for various relief purposes through the FRC.

In the years 1969-1972, the FRC gave in
ternational disaster relief or acted as in
termediary to a total value of Fmk 7,600,000, 
of which the Finnish Government gave Fmk 
3,800,000. To secure the possibilities of the 
League of Red Cross Societies to give rapid 
disaster relief when needed, the FRC joined 
the guarantee system formed by 16 national 
Societies organized by the League in 1972. 
In this guarantee system every member 
society agrees beforehand to take the re
sponsibility for a certain share of the ex
penses of any relief activity for which the 
assistance of the League has been requested 
and which expenses cannot be covered 
through international appeals or in other 
ways.

In 1969—1972 the FRC gave disaster relief 
to the following places or acted as intermedi
ary:
• 1969 — Nigeria/Biafra, Vietnam, Cam

bodia, Indonesia, Somalia, Yugo
slavia, Algeria, Tunisia, Korea, 
in total Fmk 683,000. Staff: Nige
ria/Biafra - 4.

• 1970 — Ethiopia, East Pakistan, Yemen
Arab Republic, Jordan, Yugo
slavia, Laos, Morocco, Nigeria, 

Peru, Romania, Turkey and Viet
nam, in total Fmk 3,164,000. Staff: 
Yemen Arab Republic — 3, Jordan 
- 12.

• 1971 - Yemen Arab Republic, Jordan,
Morocco, Kenya, Vietnam, Turkey, 
Nigeria, Sudan, India, East Pa
kistan/! ndia/Pakistan/Bangladesh, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia, in total 
Fmk 2,357,000. Staff: Yemen Arab 
Republic — 10, Kenya - 1, East 
Pakistan/Bangladesh — 9.

• 1972 — Algeria, Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bururrdi-Rwanda, Philippines, Re
public of Khmer, Korea, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Pakistan, Sudan and 
Vietnam, in total Fmk 1,397,000. 
Staff: Afghanistan - 1, Bangla
desh — 16, Sudan — 1.

International Development Cooperation
The development cooperation programme 

of the Red Cross Societies of Finland, Ice
land, Norway and Sweden started in Nigeria 
in 1964 and combined with a health education 
programme since 1968, was concluded in 
1969. The FRC acted as coordinator of the 
whole project.

The health education programme men
tioned above was realised with the help of 
youth groups from the northern countries 
and Nigeria. The programme included lec
tures in hygiene, home nursing, child care 
and first aid, and the groups assisted in the 
smallpox and measles vaccination campaign 
planned and carried out by the World Health 
Organisation and Nigerian health authorities.



With both personal and material relief the FRC took 
part in the international relief activities during the 
Nigeria/Biafra crisis. Three Biafran wounded needing 
special plastic surgery were nursed at the Plastic 
Surgery Hospital in Helsinki.

13. In 1970—1971 a total of 10 employees sent by the 
FRC worked in Yemen assisting the authorities in 
the organisation of medical service.

14. The FRC participated in the relief activities for the 
victims of the Jordanian crisis by sending a medical 
group of 12 persons to Jordan. When this activity 
was completed in 1970 the flag of the Red Cross in 
front of the hospital occupied by the group was 
hauled down.



The group also took part in the founding of 
new local Red Cross units. During the last 
year of this programme, 6 persons sent by 
the FRC worked in Nigeria.

The financial share of the FRC of the ex
penses of the Nigerian programme in 1964— 
1969 was Fmk 457,000 and the total expenses 
of the four Nordic Red Cross Societies Fmk 
1,284,000. In addition, during these years a 
considerable amount of various supplies was 
sent to the Nigerian Red Cross, the worth of 
which is not included in the amount men
tioned above. 24 experts sent by the Nordic 
Societies were working in Nigeria. 9 of them 
were from Finland.

In 1971 the FRC appointed an expert to 
help the Kenyan Red Cross in the pro
gramming of its activities.

In 1969—1972 the FRC supported the de
velopment programme of the League of Red 
Cross Societies in other ways with Fmk 
76,300.

In 1972, the FRC decided to take charge of 
the development programme for the Tan- 
sanian Red Cross planned by the Society with 
the League of Red Cross Societies. The 
commencement of the programme was post
poned until the following year.

15. The joint development project realised in Nigeria 
during six years by the Red Cross societies of 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden was terminated 
in 1969. The FRC was the coordinatior of this united 
Nordic project. The requisites used by the Nordic 
groups were donated to the Nigerian Red Cross 
when this activity was completed.

16. In 1971 the FRC assigned a representative to assist 
the Kenyan Red Cross in the programming of its 
activities.

mentioned the succes of the FRC at Varna III 
International Film Festival in Bulgaria in 1969. 
The film presenting the activities of the FRC 
won the Grand Prix of the League of Red 
Cross Societies in the series of short films.

Following its own line of cooperation since 
the 1960’s the FRC, by contributing to the 
work of many national organisations and 
public bodies, has been able to carry out 
efficient PR-work. Thus the Finnish Red Cross, 
when necessary, has received valuable help 
from various quarters.





BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE
The blood transfusion service activity in 

Finland has been the entire responsibility of 
the FRC since the beginning of 1948. Blood 
donation has thus been voluntary and gra
tuitous. According to an agreement between 
the Society and the Finnish medical au
thorities, hospitals using blood and pro
cessed blood pay a charge which covers the 
costs of the FRC.

Blood Transfusion Service Centre
The building project of a new Blood Trans

fusion Service Centre was the greatest and 
most notable event of the Blood Transfusion 
Service activities of the FRC in 1969—1972. 
The building of this centre was started at the 
end of 1970 in Helsinki where the city au
thorities had given a suitable site at the 
disposal of the FRC. The building was 
completed at the beginning of 1972. The 
solemn inauguration of the Centre was on 
April 14th, 1972, with the President of Finland 
attending the ceremonies.

The cubic content of the Blood Transfusion 
Service Centre is 40,000 cubic metres and 
the building costs amounted to Fmk 9,549,000. 
In the basement there are the technical 
rooms, garages and stables for animals. On 
the 1st floor the entrance hall, the blood 
fractioning department and the supply centre; 
on the 2nd floor the blood donating rooms, 
the blood handling and storing rooms and 
social rooms. The 3rd floor is in the use of 
the Central Laboratory divided into blood 
group, chemical, coagulation, tissue typing 
and hematological laboratories.

The points of activities, earlier in different 
parts of Helsinki, could now be centralized 

in the Blood Transfusion Service Centre. 
Quite a new department is the blood plasma 
fractioning department, the founding of which 
was one of the main reasons for the decision 
to build a new centre.

Blood Collection
Blood collection increased continuously 

during the 1960's. This boom period con
tinued until 1970, when the top of 315,000 
blood units was reached. The blood col
lection then became steadier, the same 
amount being received both in 1971 and 1972. 
This development was effected by the inten
sified use of blood during the 1960’s. The 
blood amount collected yearly has been 
dimensioned to meet the need of the hos
pitals.

At the end of 1972 the FRC had in all 33 
blood service offices. In the same year the 
blood collection of these offices was 180,000 
units from the total of 315,000. Five mobile 
blood transfusion service units collect blood 
at mass donations, in close cooperation with 
the FRC Branches. Approximately 900 mass 
donations are arranged every year. The range 
of this activity practically covers the whole 
country.

The Use of Blood and Processed Blood
The Rh-immunisation prophylaxis pro

gramme prepared by the Blood Transfusion 
Service was started in 1969. In 1970 it was 
extended to include over 95 per cent of the 
birthgiving Rh-negative mothers whose chil
dren have a positive Rh-factor. This result 
can be considered internationally remarkable.

In 1969—1972, the Blood Transfusion Ser-
24



In February 1971 the President of Finland started the 
masonry work of the foundation stone of the new 
FRC Blood Transfusion Centre.

18. In April 1972 the Blood Transfusion Centre was 
inaugurated. The activities in the new house were 
commenced a few months earlier. An entirely new 
department is the blood plasma fractioning de
partment, the founding of which was one of the main 
reasons for the decision to build a new centre. 



vice worked with a definite aim to increase the 
use of red cells instead of whole blood. This 
effort has been successful. In 1972 the share 
of red cells in blood transfusions was nearly 
a quarter of the total in Finland, and in Hel
sinki over 30 per cent.

The fractioning of plasma was started in 
the new Blood Transfusion Service Centre in 
1972. The main product is the 3,8 per cent 
albumin solution PPL which can be regarded 
as the most important plasma product of the 
Blood Transfusion Service. This activity was 
dimensioned for a yearly production of 30,000 
litres, but because of the increased demand 
on processed plasma the yearly production 
will be increased to 50,000 litres in 1973.

Central Laboratory
With the exception of the first blood group 

diagnosis made in the blood transfusion 
service offices, all the examination of the 
donated blood is made in the Central Labora
tory. For instance, in connection with every 
blood donation, the donor is examined for 
possible syphilis. The number of these 
sample examinations thus corresponds to 
the number of pints taken yearly.

Diagnoses of leucocyte-antidotes origi
nating in connection with blood transfusions 
were made in the FRC Central Laboratory 
during several years in the 1960’s. The re
search methods being the same as tissue
typings of leucocytes made in connection 
with transplants, they and other so-called 
compatibility researches, at the suggestion of 
the National Board of Health, were officially 
passed over to the Central Laboratory in 
1970. Since then the Central Laboratory has 

been the national and Scandinavian reference 
laboratory in this field.

In 1971 the Australia-antigen research was 
extended to concern all domestic blood 
donors. In the same year over 175,000 
samples and in 1972 over 165,000 samples 
were examined.

The Central Laboratory is continuously 
making researches connected with the quality 
control and development of its own products.

In 1969 the Blood Transfusion Service was 
the host of the meeting of the Sub-Committee 
for Blood Transfusion Questions of the Euro
pean Council organised in Helsinki. One or 
two experts from every member country of 
the Europen Council attended this meeting, 
and, in addition, observers of the League of 
Red Cross Societies and the World Health 
Organisation, etc. assisted.

OTHER INSTITUTIONS
The FRC has its own Plastic Surgery Hos

pital with 30 beds, which is the specialization 
hospital for the special branch of plastic 
surgery. The operations performed on chil
dren suffering from a cleft lip and palate form 
a great number of cases. Under the super
vision of this hospital is a dental clinic. Its 
patients are mostly children who have 
received treatment at the Plastic Surgery 
Hospital.

The building of the FRC Head Office houses 
a Children's home with 14 beds for children 
with an impediment of speech. Children who 
come to Helsinki from the provinces stay for 
one to three months at a time in this Home, 
while they receive speech tuition. Most of 
these children have received treatment at



19. The FRC has in Helsinki its own Plastic Surgery 
Hospital, a home for children with speech impediment 
and, in five different localities, workshops for the 
manufacture of artificial limbs.



the Plastic Surgery Hospital for a cleft lip 
and palate.

The FRC maintains a Workshop for the 
manufacture of artificial limbs, located in Hel
sinki, and four branches in other districts.

At the end of 1972, the last of the cottage 
hospitals located near the Norwegian-Finnish 
border in Lapland was given to a union of 
communes for public health service, formed 
by two northern communes on the basis of 
the Public Health Law. This cottage hospital 
was in the possession of the FRC for nerly 25 
years.

The FRC Districts and Branches have their 
own institutions for public health care - 
medical stations, stations for industrial hy
giene, laboratories, X-ray establishments, 
asylums and rehabilitation institutions. Within 
the next few years, these institutional ac
tivities will be transferred to governmental 
and communal authorities on the basis of the 
Public Health Law.

PUBLIC HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES

Besides proper disaster relief activities, the 
FRC considers its task to be the completion 
of public health care and social service with 
voluntary activities.

In accordance with the declaration of the 
World Health Organisation that the health of 
man consists of his physhical, psychical and 
social welfare, attempts were made by the 
FRC, in 1969—1972, to bring its public health 
care and social service activities into a firm 
whole where all the contributing factors 
equally dictate the forms of activity. In these 
years, the youth work was also more closely 

connected with the public health care and 
social service activities of the Organisation.

First Aid and Home Nursing Training
The FRC first aid and home nursing training 

serves two purposes. First, the FRC endeav
ours to increase the knowledge and skill of 
private persons in respect of first aid and 
home nursing, secondly the FRC trains 
especially the first aid staff required for civil 
defence. This task has been assigned to the 
FRC by the Government.

In 1969—1972, the annual number of first 
aid courses of different levels arranged by 
the FRC was about 2,000 and the annual num
ber of participants 30,000—35,000. The corres
ponding figures for home nursing courses 
have been 150 and 2,500. In 1971, the FRC 
General Assembly accepted a recommen
dation, according to which the general aim of 
the first aid training would be to train annu
ally one per cent of the population, i.e. to 
bring some 45,000 citizens into these ac
tivities.

In 1969 the FRC paid attention to the 
disadvantage that there was no special 
training for the transport staff of the ambu
lances, even if most of them had attended the 
FRC first aid courses of different levels. For 
this reason, the Organisation tentatively 
arranged the first special course in first aid 
for transport staff of ambulances in 1970. 
Four courses of this kind were arranged in 
1970—1972. Because of the great number of 
applicants, a decision was made in 1972 to 
extend these course activities in the future.

Lifesaving is included in every FRC first aid 
course. In addition many other Societies, or-



20 Specially trained nurses — totalling about 900 — act 
s teachers on the first aid and home nursing 
ourses of the FRC.

janisations and schools use the training 
equipment of the FRC when organising their 
own lifesaving courses. Thus approximately 
30,000 people receive lifesaving training 
every year with equipment owned by the FRC.

Nurses act as teachers on the FRC first aid 
and home nursing courses. They have been 
trained by the FRC, and their total number is 
900.

It is possible for the public to loan requisita 
needed for home nursing from the FRC loan 
depots. In accordance with the Public Health 
Law of 1972, this kind of activity will gradu
ally be transferred to the municipal health 
centres. The development is indicated by the 
fact that while the number of these FRC loan 
depots in 1969 was about 1000, in 1972 it was 
only 670.

Health Education
The Health education work carried out by 

the FRC has been mainly information on 
personal hygiene, open nursing and individual 
safety. A working group which had been 
mapping out the share of the Organisation in 
the field of health education, stated in 1972 
that the health education of the FRC directed 
to all citizens should be limited mainly to the 
prevention of accidents, especially home 
accidents, and to the promotion of first aid 
preparedness among the general public. 
Besides, the FRC may offer its organisation 
network for the use of the public health care 
authorities when the field is to be informed 
of remarkable reforms concerning the public 
health care.

In 1971 the FRC participated in a health 
education campaign among young people in

working age, in cooperation with other or
ganisations of the health education branch. 
The themes were nutrition, mental hygiene, 
ergonomics and accidents. During the same 
year the FRC arranged special health days 
in different parts of the country. Information 
on the theme was distributed, model break
fasts were arranged in schools and factories, 
attention was drawn to form-building sports 
etc.

In 1972 the FRC directed its health edu
cation to the aged. At the clubs for the aged 
and at the recreation camps, preventive 
measures connected with health care and 
maintenance of condition were discussed and 
information on public health care services 
was given. Reasons for home accidents of 
the aged and prevention of accidents were 
also discussed.

Environment Protection
In accordance with the recommendation 

given by the Board of Governors of the 



League of Red Cross Societies in 1971, the 
FRC began in 1972 to clear up the share of 
the Red Cross in the environment protection. 
On the initiative of junior members, the FRC 
decided to experiment with environment 
protection in the following year as a form of 
work attached to its activities. In 1972, this 
project was prepared in working groups 
contisting of experts, members of the FRC 
Student Committees and representatives of 
the FRC Central Directorate.

It was planned to carry out the environment 
protection project simultaneously as an inter
national project in the form of territorial co
operation between the Red Cross Societies of 
the Baltic Sea countries, and as a national 
project in the form of cooperation between 
the FRC and conservation Societies and 
other interested organisations. On the 
initiative of the FRC, the representatives of 
the Red Cross Societies of the seven Baltic 
Sea countries negotiated about the possi
bilities of cooperation in this field, at the end 
of 1972 in Helsinki. A decision was then made 
on the arrangement of more detailed negoti
ations to be conducted in Finland in 1973 
between the representatives of the national 
Red Cross Societies mentioned above and 
experts of the branch.

Care of she Aged
In 1969-1972 the FRC continued to partici

pate in the work for the aged, striving to offer 
them ampler comfort in their own sur
roundings and more alternatives of partici
pation besides other opportunities offered by 
society.

Home aid for the aged was still an im

portant form of work of the FRC. Even if the 
domestic help activities started by the FRC 
will gradually be passed over to the com
munes, the FRC still had nearly 30 home aid 
offices at the end of 1972.

The FRC has nearly 300 clubs for the aged 
which are attended by more than 10,000 
pensioners. In the club activities independent 
action of the members is encouraged. The 
programmes of the clubs include lectures 
and discussions on public health care and 
social welfare, excursions, courses of study, 
camps and cultural interests.

In 1970, courses arranged for pensioners 
in various adult continuation schools of the 
country were included in the work for the 
aged. The themes of these courses treated 
literature, music, affairs of the home area and 
the pensioners’ own problems. In the same 
year, the first trips abroad were arranged for 
pensioners. On such foreign trips arranged 
by the FRC there is always a nurse with the 
group. Service days for the aged are also a 
new form of activity started in 1970. The pro
gramme includes, among other things, medi
cal examinations, laboratory research, form 
building exercise, swimming, pedicure, serv
ices of barbers and hairdressers, informa
tion and bargain offers of enterprises for 
retired people. Different recreation camps 
have been continually arranged for the aged 
both in summer and in winter. Furthermore, 
the FRC Branches participate in the service 
house activities in serveral localities by taking 
care of many of the services these houses 
offer the local aged.



21 hrough its own home aid offices and domestic 
■elpers, the FRC participates in the home aid activity 
or aged people. The total number of the FRC home 
id offices is 30.

23. In 1972, as latest forms of activities of the FRC for 
the aged people, the first courses were arranged 
for retired people at adult continuation schools and 
trips abroad organised for them.

22 Over 10,000 retired people attend the activities of 
he FRC Clubs for Aged People.



Friend Service
The objects of the friend service of the FRC 

are solitary aged persons, chronic sick, 
invalids and prisoners.

The expansion of this service in 1969—1972 
deary shows the need of contacts between 
people. While the number of the instruction 
courses of this field arranged in 1961 was 12 
with 1,200 attendants, the corresponding 
figures for 1972 were 32 and 1,600.

In 1970 the visits to prison were started 
tentatively, and since then this work has been 
carried on in certain prisons. The prison 
authorities have in several connections em
phasized the need of this service.

Youth Activity
In the 1960’s and especially at the end of 

that period, the principle was accepted in the 
FRC that the junior members should not be 
considered a separate group, they must be 
afforded an opportunity to take part in all the 
FRC activities as far as they are interested. 
At the General Assembly of the FRC in 1971, 
a resolution was accepted advising all the 
FRC organisation levels to consider young 
people, too, when electing members to the 
deciding organs.

Occasionally, the FRC has attempted to 
arrange national events in which young peo
ple can participate in the work of the FRC. 
The ’’Playtime” campaign arranged in 1971 to 
strengthen the disaster preparedness of the 
Organisation was one of these events. Fur
thermore, the needs of the youth have been 
taken into consideration in the field of health 
education, for instance in connection with the 
health education campaign directed to the 
young people in working age in 1971.

In spite of this principle of integrating the 
adults and the young, several seminars and 
other corresponding occasions have been 
arranged for the youth only in 1969—1972. 
For instance, the seven principles of the Red 
Cross were discussed at an international 
junior seminar in 1969, with representatives 
from six countries. The ideology of the Red 
Cross and the relation of the Organisation to 
politics have been discussed at various junior 
seminars.

The international work camp activities 
started in 1965 have been carried on every 
summer. At these camps, with participants 
from 8 to 10 countries, they mainly repair the 
lodgings or houses of old people and of those 
with large families.

The student activities of the FRC have been 
continued during the whole 1960’s, especially 
in the university cities. In the 1970’s the ac
tivity increased in intensity, and the questions 
regarding the ideology of the Red Cross and 
its principles and purpose have been clari
fied. In addition, Student Committees take 
care of the arrangment of blood donating in 
schools etc. The members of these Com
mittees have also taken an active part in the 
planning and preparation of the environment 
protection project of the FRC.

Junior members of the FRC have been 
among the representatives of the Organi
sation in several international conferences, 
for intance in the Youth Conference of the 
European Red Crosses at Varna in 1972. Two 
Finnish groups took part in the international 
first aid competition for young people ar
ranged in Germany in 1969. One of them 
won the second prize.



24 oo few contacts between people have ramarkably 
ncreased the need of friend service of the FRC. 
"he total number of the friend service members of 
he FRC is about 1,600.

25 -iince 1965 the FRC has every summer organised an 
iternational work camp for young people with 
articipants from 8 to 10 different countries. Primarily 

lodgings and houses of old people and large families 
are repaired at these work camps.

26. The activities of the FRC among the students have 
increased in the different university cities in the 
1970's. The students have several times given their 
active support to the objectives of the FRC.



ORGANISATIONAL TRAINING
The voluntary employees of the FRC Bran

ches have received organisational basic 
training since 1962 in the training centre 
operating in connection with the Head Office 
of the FRC. These so-called key courses of 
2 to 4 days have included the following activi
ties: organisation (courses for chairmen and 
secretaries), public relations, public health 
care, social (care of the aged and friend 
service), economics and emergency prepa
redness.

In 1971—1972 this organisational general 
and basic training was gradually carried over 
to take place in the field and the activities of 
the training centre of the Head Office were 
more than before aimed at the special, com
plementary and continuation training. Further
more, some Districts have their own training 
centres in different parts of the country.

In 1972, the first ideology seminar of the 
FRC was arranged for the trusted persons and 
employees of the Organisation.

INFORMATION AND PR ACTIVITIES
The most important means of internal 

information work of the FRC is the Finnish 
Red Cross periodical, published both in Fin
nish and Swedish eight times annually. It is 
sent to the household of every member of the 
Organisation, as the membership fee includes 
its subscription fee. The circulation of the 
periodical is 120,000 copies.

In the external information work, all means 
of mass communication are used. The Head 
Office has charge of the national information 
and public relations activities, the Districts 
and Branches being responsible for the 
corresponding regional and local activities. 
In 1971—1972 the tendency has been to create 

more centralized public relations for the who
le Organisation. For this purpose, the Head 
Office has provided the District Offices and 
Branches with special press release covers 
for the spring and autumn seasons. These 
covers contain finished articles and other 
public relations material on the activities of 
the Red Cross and the FRC. A proof of the 
extent of the public relations of the Organi
sation is the fact that in 1972 the Finnish press 
publicized in total nearly 4,900 news items 
and articles on the activities of the Organi
sation. The Head Office of the FRC distributes 
yearly approximately 60—80 different press 
releases of current interest to the Finnish 
press.

The relations of the FRC with the Finnish 
radio and television are extremely good, 
mainly because of the aid given by the FRC in 
connection with the "Music-Gift” concerts of 
the radio. It was clearly shown by the support 
that the radio and television gave the FRC in 
connection with the "Playtime" campaign. 
There were about 60 ’Playtime” programmes 
on the radio and television at national or 
regional level during the campaign, excluding 
the plain news or actual programmes, tens of 
which were arranged on the different radio 
channels.

The Finnish Red Cross periodical is distri
buted freely also among the authorities, many 
organisations, business institutions and the 
press. A corresponding, largely informative 
publication is the illustrated Annual Report, 
which is distributed among Red Cross bodies, 
the authorities, communal administration 
bodies, libraries, cooperative organisations, 
business institutions and the press.

Among the motion picture activities may be



27. The Finnish Red Cross periodical is distributed to 
every member family as an advantage included in 
the membership fee.

mentioned the succès of the FRC at Varna III 
International Film Festival in Bulgaria in 1969. 
The film presenting the activities of the FRC 
won the Grand Prix of the League of Red 
Cross Societies in the series of short films.

Following its own line of cooperation since 
the 1960’s the FRC, by contributing to the 
work of many national organisations and 
public bodies, has been able to carry out 
efficient PR-work. Thus the Finnish Red Cross, 
when necessary, has received valuable help 
from various quarters.

28. The Radio and TV as well as the national press give 
yearly a very good support to the efforts of the FRC. 
In 1972, nearly 4,900 articles or news item con
cerning the FRC were publicized.


