
International
Red Cross Conference 
Teheran: Iran 1973

Australian Red Cross Society Reports



+
Australian Red Cross Society 

Reports
AUTHORITY

The Society is governed by a National Council of 37 members and an Executive of 14 members elected by the Council.
A Finance Committee, under the Chairmanship of the Honorary Treasurer is appointed annually by the National Council.
There are over 335,000 members of Red Cross in Australia organised under a Divisional (State) Headquarters and Branch Structure. Divisions are divided 

into regions and from there to Branches, Service Companies, Coffee Clubs, Intermediate Red Cross and Red Cross Youth. Each of the six State and three 
Territorial Divisions is administered by a Council and Executive similar to the National Headquarters.

HISTORY

1914 — Established as a branch of British
Red Cross Society.

1914 — Junior Red Cross founded in Aus
tralia and Canada concurrently.

1919 — Accepted as a member of the
League of Red Cross Societies.

1923 — Society recognised by Australian
Government as the official auxiliary 
to Medical Services of the armed 
forces.

1927 — Australian Red Cross became in
dependent and achieved recogni
tion as such from the International 
Committee of Red Cross.

1938 — Geneva Conventions of 1929 were
ratified by Australian Government.

1941 — Society was incorporated under a
Royal Charter.

1957 — Geneva Conventions of 1949 were
ratified by Australian Government.

1961 — Society received a supplementary
Royal Charter.



MEMBERS
There are no strict categories In which members 

of the Society are placed . . . however, those who 
undertake training courses are usually integrated 
into Service Companies offering Specialist Services. 
Volunteer members enrol in branches and are re
sponsible for the general work of the Society.

FINANCE
The “average” budget for the period 1969/72 

has been estimated at $7,200,000 per annum. Main 
sources of income are public donations, income 
from investments, legacies and Government grants. 
Each Division operates a Fund Raising Department 
which has the responsibilty of encouraging and 
collecting public donation. To operate this with 
the greatest efficiency, various sub-committees are 
formed to carry out the work of contacting possible 
supporters. These are the Commerce and Industry 
Committee, District Citizens Appeals Committee, 
National Ethnic Groups Committee and Sports 
Committee.

The Fund Raising Department co-ordinates and 
prepares the activities of each Committee to ensure 
success in the Society’s Annual Appeal In March. 
The basis of this appeal is “Red Cross Calling Day” 
when direct approach is made to the public for 
support through a door-knock.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES
a. Disaster Relief. In Australia, the major dis

asters occur as the result of bushfires and floods, 
and all Divisions are well-prepared to meet any 
resultant emergency. Divisions work either in close 
co-operation with, or form part of, the State Civil 
Defence Authority.

In 1971, the role of the Society in Disaster Relief 
was reviewed to clarify the areas in which respon
sibility would be taken.

The areas accepted are Welfare, Registration, 
Medical supply and operation, rescue, social wel
fare and other minor categories.

In December 1971, the Australian Red Cross 
Disaster Emergency Committee was formed to co
ordinate the efforts of Red Cross personnel In time 
of disaster.



Its role Is to ensure continuation of blood trans
fusion, tracing and many civil defence services 
during emergencies In co-operation with the gov
ernment.

The first meeting of the committee was held 
early in 1972.

b. Overseas Relief. Between July 1969 and 
June 1972 the Australian Red Cross Society spent 
$308,124 on Overseas Relief actions resulting from 
natural disasters.

Countries assisted were:— South Korea, Algeria, 
Yugoslavia, Tunisia, Morocco, Sri-Lanka, Turkey, 
Rumania, Hungary, Somalia, Peru, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Philippines, India, Kenya, Laos, Fiji, Indonesia, 
Afghanistan, Nicaragua and the League of Red Cross 
Societies Disaster Relief Store in Singapore.

In 1969, the Australian Red Cross began its 
nation-wide project of supplying children’s and 
men’s clothing to the League Disaster Warehouse 
in Singapore. When stocks are released, members 
of the Society undertake the responsibility of re

placement. Since the beginning of this project, 
clothing to the value of $10,000 has been supplied.

From the end of July to 24th September, 1971, 
Australia was host to twenty visitors from the 
Colombo Plan countries attending a Disaster Ser
vices Administration course arranged by the De
partment of Foreign Affairs.

A 5-day session in the course on the role of 
International Red Cross was conducted by the 
Under Secretary General of the League responsible 
for Disaster Relief.

The purpose of the seminar was to explain the 
role of Red Cross in Disaster Relief and emphasise 
the need for matching resources against needs in 
preparedness.

On behalf of the League, the General Secretary 
of the Western Australian Division undertook an 
assignment to the East African and Indian Ocean 
region In co-operation with the World Meteorolog
ical Organisation Typhoon Committee Secretariat, 
to analyse preparedness in disaster-prone nations.

ACTIVITIES AS PUBLIC 
AUXILIARIES

a. Armed Services. Australian Red Cross pro
vides Field Force officers accredited to the Army 
for service to sick and wounded Australian Service
men on assignment overseas. Hospital Visiting 
Services, including libraries and handcraft instruc
tion, are maintained In all military hospitals.

In Victoria, the Society operates a Rehabilitation 
Centre for ex-servicemen suffering from nervous 
disorders. This Centre is run in conjunction with 
the Repatriation Department which provides the 
medical staff. Occupational and industrial therapy, 
sports, music therapy, entertainment and individual 
counselling are provided by the staff and volun
teers.

b. Civilians. Red Cross in Australia is wholly 
responsible for the operation of a Blood Transfu
sion Service. The Society works in close co-opera
tion with Federal and State Health Departments in 
this field, particularly in testing, analysis and devel
opment.
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Financial responsibility for the operation of this 
service is divided between the Federal Government 
(60%), State Governments (30%) and Red 
(10%).

Trained Red Cross aides serve in Baby 
Centres, Immunisation Clinics, homes for 
paedic, spastic and convalescent children, and at 
a large geriatric hospital in New South Wales es
tablished and partly financed by the State Govern
ment.

c. Civil Defence. The role of Red Cross is clearly 
defined In the overall Civil Defence Plan of the 
States and Commonwealth. Our disaster relief per
sonnel are trained at the Government’s Civil Defence 
School.

ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS 
OF ARMED CONFLICT AND 
INTERNAL DISORDER

Australian Government, the 
Society recruited and sent a 
to serve In Nigeria after the

During the period July 1969 to July 1972, the 
Australian Red Cross Society spent $940,029 in 
aid to these victims. In 1969/70 substantial 
amounts of aid were given to the victims of the 
Vietnam conflict in money and goods and also to 
the Laos Red Cross.

On behalf of the 
Australian Red Cross 
team of four doctors 
ceasefire.

A donation was also sent to ease the burden of 
the Jordanian Red Crescent Society in caring for 
displaced persons from the East bank of the 
Jordan river.
1970/71

Assistance to victims of fighting in Jordan. The 
Assistant Secretary General spent five weeks in 
Jordan as a member of the International Red Cross 
Relief Team. Aid sent to Cambodia and Vietnamese 
war victims. Australian Red Cross Youth took the 
project of financially supporting the Can-Tho 
Orphanage in South Vietnam.

Cash gifts and goods were sent to
East Pakistani refugees.
1971/72

Bangladesh. Australian Red Cross 
the value of $611,670. When the joint
Committee of Red Cross/League Bangladesh project 
was launched, the Deputy Secretary General of the 
Australian Red Cross Society, Miss N. Minogue, 

India for the

sent aid to 
International

joined the planning team. Mr. Bill Deane, National 
Public Relations Officer, was seconded to work in 
the area in February, 1972. Kevin Baldwin, a Trans
port Officer from New South Wales, took duties as 
Shipping and Stores Officer in Calcutta for a short 
period.

Sudan. After an appeal by the League, assistance 
through cash donations was provided.

Vietnam. To relieve the suffering of the civilian 
population the Society contributed cash, medical 
supplies, food, clothing and health kits.

Action in Asia. A project Initiated amongst all 
members of the Society to help supply goods need
ed by young war victims in Asia.

1972/73
Action in Asia continues through this period with 

shipments being made to Vietnam and Bangledesh.
Indochina. In November, 1972, the League and 

International Committee of Red Cross established 
an Indochina Operational Group to formulate plans 
for Red Cross rehabilitation work in this area when 
the ceasefire came into effect. The Deputy Sec
retary General was seconded to Geneva to work 
with this group for four months.

Red Cross relief supplies are loaded for urgent 
shipment to victims of the Tufi disaster in Papua 

New Guinea.

First Aid 
of 1,750

Indonesia

NATIONAL SOCIETY 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The Australian Red Cross Society has continued 
its active involvement in this programme, the four- 
year friendship programme with the Indonesian Red 
Cross Society, which began in 1968. The climax 
of the programme was the printing of a 
Manual in Indonesian and the provision 
First Aid Kits.

Our Society’s Youth Director visited 
during the period to assist in the development of 
a Youth Department.

In 1970, the General Service Officer for National 
Headquarters visited the Malaysian Red Cross for a 
second time to set up the first Red Cross Calling 
in Malaysia and to train a Malaysian counterpart to 
continue her work In the future.

Although Papua New Guinea Division is at pres
ent an integral part of the Australian Red Cross 
Society, every effort is being made to prepare the 
Division for eventual independence. To facilitate 
this aim, the Society has seconded personnel to 
the Division at various stages to train, advise and 
plan for future developments. The most important 
phase of this work, the training and the handing 
over of responsibility to indigenous staff is progres
sing well.



Meals on Wheels . . . Reid Force . . . Tracing Bureau . . . Baby health centre services . . . Handcraft instruction . . . Talking Book library . . . Blood Transfusion . . . Civilian Relief in cases of personal disaster . . . Transport Services for the sick elderly and children . . .

Aid to Ex-Service and Servicemen and women . . First Aid posts . . . Home Nursing . . . Hospital Visiting . . . Library services for the disabled . . . Medical Loan . . Service to Patients in Mental Homes . . . Service to Migrants . . . Coffee Clubs . . . Education . .



HEALTH ACTIVITIES
First Aid. The increasing number of people under

taking First Aid Courses is enabling a noticeable 
expansion of these services.

Members are on constant call to First Aid Posts 
in flood, bushfire and other disaster areas as well 
as at beaches, mountain resorts and sporting func
tions.

There are now more than 140 roadside First Aid 
posts set up and manned along major highways 
by voluntary nurses living in the area. The posts 
serve a double purpose by also being available for 
use if medical attention is required In the district.

A new course of Emergency Casualty Care is 
proving to be extremely popular and is open to Red 
Cross members, the public and air hostesses.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION 
SERVICE

Apart from the established Blood Banks in each 
Capital City, there are several Regional Centres and 
Blood Donor Panels scattered throughout the vast
ness of Australia and the Interior of Papua New 
Guinea.

Mobile units visit factories, shopping areas and 
universities to collect blood on a regular basis. 
This enables the housewife with children to give 
blood without the difficulty of long travel.

Each main blood bank has a research laboratory 
where intensive study is carried out on blood and 
allied subjects.

A feature of the development programme in 
Papua New Guinea is the establishment of a Blood 
Transfusion Service whose Indigenous staff are 
now playing key roles in nursing and in technical 
fields. Over 90% of blood donations in the Division 
are made by the indigenous people.

There has been a considerable increase In the 
number of blood donations in Australia over the last 
five years from 490,868 units in 1967/68 to 592,204 
units in 1971/72.

A.dvances have been made in many fields Includ
ing control of RH haemolytic Disease of the new
born, supplying human anti-tetanus immunoglobulin 
which will make redundant the supply of the animal 
product by the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories, 
the production of Antl-lmmunoglobulln to prevent 
Serum Hepatitis in blood transfusion, and the pro
duction of ABO blood grouping sera sufficient for 
these typing sera to be available for free Issue to 
the Australian Commonwealth.

By agreement between the Society and the Fed
eral Government, blood and blood products are 
supplied free of charge to all patients who need 
them. Reciprocal agreements for the same service 
have been made with the American, Canadian, 
Philippine and Thai Red Cross Societies.

NURSING
Courses in Home Nursing and Care of the Sick 

are being held in Divisions, producing trained per
sonnel available for Red Cross service as auxiliary 
staff in hospitals in time of emergency.

In one Division, three courses in “Care of the 
Sick” were held in a high school, one course 
especially prepared for “slow learners" and an
other for patients from Psychiatric Rehabilitation 
Centres.

A new seven-part Instructor’s Guide has been 
completed and circulated by the Society’s National 
Health in the Home Consultant.

SOCIAL WELFARE
Under this heading fall most of the services of 

the Australian Red Cross. The Society is a 
member of the Australian Council of Social Ser
vices and Divisions are represented on the State 
Council and Old People’s Welfare Councils. Each 
Division has its Social Work Department manned 
by professional social workers and trained voluntary 
welfare representatives chosen from Red Cross 
members. The work of the service varies a little 
in each Division because of differing facilities 
operating in each State.

One Division operates a “Volunteer Teaching 
Project” aimed at helping children whose parents 
are clients of the Welfare Department and who are 
not enjoying full educational opportunities because 
of social, economic or health problems In their 
troubled backgrounds. The service involves 
teachers, volunteers and the Red Cross Social 
Workers.

Telephone clubs have been established In two 
Divisions to set up a line of communication to the 
elderly for safety reasons and to dispel loneliness 
In Isolation.

Under “Hospital Services” fall many of the tra
ditional Red Cross activities in alleviating suffering. 
These are:—

a. Voluntary assistance — ward duties, mall 
delivery, personal messages.

b. Supply of next-of-kln accommodation for rela
tives of non-local patients.



c. Music and beauty therapy for patients in 
mental hospitals.

d. Library services In hospitals — now including 
books for the near-blind and migrants.

e. Microfilm service —• projection of books on 
film for Incapacitated readers.

f. Picture libraries — paintings and prints for 
long-term patients in hospital.

A “Talking-Book” Library is maintained at 
National Headquarters, providing 1,500 books on 
tape and record for blind ex-servicemen/women. 
The necessary machine is supplied by the Repatria
tion Department and the books, free, by the Society.

Some of the many other services carried out by 
the Society are:—

a. Handcraft — occupational and industrial 
therapy for ex-servicemen/women and the 
housebound.

b. Medical Loan — supply equipment to needy 
patients.

c. Transport Service — driving patients to hos
pital, special schools, blood delivery and 
many others.

d. Meals on Wheels — supply of meals to the 
house-bound and elderly.

e. Homes and Hospitals — the Society operates 
and maintains 14 of these for ex-servicemen 
and women, the aged and needy children.
It should be noted that a Physically Handi
capped Children’s Clinic has been set up in 
the Papua New Guinea Division.

f. Enquiry Service — receiving enquiries from 
families separated by war or natural disaster.

g. Message service for transit patients and mili
tary personnel.

YOUTH
Over the past four years, Red Cross Youth has 

experienced a change in emphasis and meaning 
within the Society. It is more actively involved in 
the policy-making bodies of the Society, having 
members elected to Youth Advisory Committees 
within Divisions as well as the National Council.

There is a growing demand amongst Youth 
members to be actively involved in practical pro
grammes and a personal involvement with people 
of their own age in other countries.

Each year Youth members support an Interna
tional project involving a commitment to a country 
— particularly in the South East Asian area which 
needs assistance.
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1969/70 — Indonesian Friendship Programme. 
1970/71 — Project Wheels — supply of Land- 

rovers for F/F Officers in Papua 
New Guinea.

1971/72 — Support of the Can Tho Orphanage 
— South Vietnam.

1972/73 — Action In Asia.
Australian Red Cross Society has been well rep

resented at international youth meetings over the 
period.
1970 — Konnlchiwa ’70 — Japan.

— League Youth Advisory Committee 
— Geneva.

1971 — First World Red Cross Youth Coun
cil — Mexico.

1972 — League Youth Advisory Committee
— Geneva.

Projects based on creating friendship ties with 
other countries have proved extremely popular.

Victoria — Malaysia/SIngapore
A.C.T. — Malaysia
Tasmania — PapuaNewGuinea
Western Australia — Fiji
South Australia — Tonga
At home, Youth members are seeing the need 

for increased Red Cross work in community ser
vices on a “self-involvement" basis, working with 
the sick, the needy, the aged as well as mentally- 
ill children. They are also involved with assisting 

the Blood Bank, Meals on Wheels delivery and 
Disaster Relief preparedness.

GENEVA CONVENTIONS
Other than the Commissioners attached by Red 

Cross to all Military Commands who are progres
sing In disseminating knowledge of the respon
sibilities of the Conventions, new ground is being 
broken through approaches to University Law De
partments, the Australian Nursing Federation and 
relevant Government Bodies.

theAt present the Society is negotiating with 
Army to produce a film on this subject. Also, the 
Federal Government has given a $5000 grant to the 
Society to provide every High School in Australia 
with a copy of the Geneva Conventions handbook 
and other pertinent information.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Red Cross in Australia receives support from 

the daily press, radio and T.V. National Headquart
ers has a Public Relations Department and the 
larger Divisions also have similar departments dir
ected by trained personnel.

Each Division publishes its own magazine cover
ing local, national and international matters re
leased by National Headquarters.

Much of the news related to Youth members 
around the world is published in SCENE and 
JUNIOR, the magazine productions of the Youth 
Department.

Several Divisions have regular radio sessions 
and, in one Division, a T.V. agreement has been 
made, making time available for information and 
education through a children’s show.

INFORMATION CENTRE
This new department within the structure of 

National Headquarters will be responsible for the 
distribution of information and educational material 
within the Society.

Under its control will come the production of all 
publications, posters, leaflets, booklets, training 
manuals and reports including the Annual Report.

Posters and publicity booklets are published 
regularly to keep members and the general public 
Informed of developments within the Australian 
Red Cross and other societies.

A film library Is maintained and Is used exten
sively by Divisions and non-Red Cross organisa
tions. The library regularly acquires new films on 
a variety of subjects to satisfy the needs of the 
Divisions.

Progress is being made in the development of 
audio-visual material suitable for use by members 
and the general public as an extension of educa
tional and Informative material.

RED CROSS BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE




