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VTH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF RED CROSS AND HEALTH FILMS
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The International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films, which 
takes place regularly in the Bulgarian town of Varna, and was 
introduced and organized hy the Red Cross, has developed into one 
of the most important international events devoted to culture and 
health. The Festival is the result of work by the Bulgarian Red 
Cross, the League of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun 
Societies. In addition, a large number of National Societies 
from all over the world contribute to its success.
The Festival is organized under the patronage of the League, the 
World Health Organization and the National Commission of Bulgaria 
for UNESCO. It is recognized by the International Federation of 
Film Producers* Associations, whose headquarters are in Paris, 
and by the International Cinema and Television Council. It has 
been granted an "A" category rating, which puts it among the most 
famous world film-festivals, such as those of Cannes, Moscow, 
St. Sebastien, Venice etc.
The Vth Festival (Varna Z) was held from 18 to 27 June this year. 
Compared with the preceding festivals, it attracted greater 
interest. Contributions were received from 40 countries all 
over the world, amounting to 2Z2 films in which all categories 
were represented: Red Cross, Television, Science and document
ary films, as well as 30 full-length films. At this Festival, 
considerable importance was attached to the Red Cross films, which 
were in a category of their own: consequently, the films were 
able to cover the whole range of ictivities of the National 
Societies of the Red Cross: films dealing with health education, 
blood transfusion, first aid, humanitarian activities, Red Cross 
youth activities, disaster relief, etc. Furthermore, it should 
be mentioned that the films in the other categories were among 
the best productions made in recent years by national film com
panies, national television companies, medical institutes and 
associations, etc.
Mention should also be made of the world premier of the co
production "Blood is red all over the world" which was filmed in 
four continents by the League, the Bulgarian Red Cross and the
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Hungarian Red Cross. This film which aims at promoting blood 
donation is becoming increasingly popular every day.
The Vth International Festival of Red Cross and Health Films 
took place in quite different surroundings from those of previous 
festivals:’" all of the' activities were concentrated"'in Varna's 
new Palace of Culture and Sport. The films were shown in the 
main hall of the building, which can.accommodate 5,000 spectators 
and is equipped with booths for simultaneous interpretation, 
special lighting, new and ultra-modern devices etc.
More than 6Z0 persons contributed the Festival, 2Z0 of whom were 
from abroad. They included numerous directors of international 
organizations, National Red Cross Societies, Health Education 
Institutes, numerous film producers, film directors, actors and 
actresses of world repute, journalists and well-known figures 
from the world of culture. Among our guests was Mr. Jose- Barroso 
- Chairman of the League, Mr. Marcellin Carraud - Chairman of the 
French Red Cross, Dr. Jan Rutkiewicz - Chairman of the Polish Red 
Cross, Professor Jerner Ludwig - Chairman of the German Red Cross 
in the German Democratic Republic, Mr. Marc Gazay - the League's 
Director of Information, Mr. Alain Modoux - Head of the Press and 
Information Division of the ICRC, Mr. Alphonse Brisson - Secretary 
-General of the International Federation of Film Producers' Assoc
iations, Mr. Roger Guenin - Chairman of the International Feder
ation of Blood Donors' Associations, Dr. Metneki and Professor 
Modolo - of the World Association for Health Education, 
Mr. Dragan Janovic - Secretary-General of CIDALC, etc.
The Festival was also attended by the Vice-Chairmen, Secretaries- 
General and Heads of Information of numerous sister Societies, 
as well as by producers and actors including: Jerzy Kawalerowicz, 
Stanislav Mikulski and Zbigniev Zapasiewicz (Poland; Sava Kouliche, 
Tatiana Volodina (USSR), Dina Rutic (Yugoslavia), John Philip Law 
(United States), the distinguished cinema critic and historian - 
Professor Dickinson (Great Britain), directors of cinema 
institutes and film producing companies, film producers and a 
great many more.
The Festival was inaugurated with an address from the Chairman 
of the Bulgarian Red Cross, Dr. Kiril Ignatov. A message of 
greeting was then given to those attending this imposing festival 
by Me Marcellin Carraud, speaking on behalf of the League.
At the close of the Festival, addresses were delivered by 
Mr. Peko Takov, Vice-Chairman of the State Council, on behalf of 
Bulgaria , and by Mr. Jose Barroso on behalf of the League.
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During the Festival a number of meetings and press conferences 
took place. Furthermore, our guests had the opportunity of visit
ing the most outstanding sites and places of natural beauty on 
the coast of the Black Sea. In addition, two lectures were organ
ized entitled: "The place of the Health Film in Health Education" 
and "The place of television in the propogation of health know
ledge" .
The films shown at the Festival were seen by more than 60,000 
people at the Palace of Culture and Sport. As the festival films 
were also shown at a number of other points in Varna, the total 
number of spectators exceeded 200,000.
The main aim of the Festival - to bring together, publicly display 
and give added impetus to the production of Ped Cross and health 
films - was largely achieved. The event became a huge inter
national forum for medical education and promotion of internation
al and national Red Cross activities and achievements. Concomit
antly, the Festival fostered a friendly atmosphere and close 
contacts among participants in the very spirit of the Festival's 
motto:
Per humanitatem ad pacem et amicitatem.
Co-operating with the League secretariat, the Bulgarian Red Cross 
is already at work preparing for the Vlth Festival which is 
scheduled for June 1975 in Varna.
Sister Societies may, and should, contribute films illustrating 
the various activities of the Red Cross. By participating in 
the Varna Festival they will contribute both to a more widespread 
knowledge of their own activities and to the worldwide prestige 

w of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun.
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