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32nd SESSION

of the

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

of the

LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

Teheran, 2-6 November 1S73

EXPLANATORY NOTES

on the various items of the Provisional Agenda

1. Opening address

This address will be pronounced by Mr. Jose Barroso, Chairman of 
the Board of Governors, on the occasion of the opening of the 32nd session 
of the Board of Governors in Teheran.

2. Roll Call

3. Adoption of the Agenda

The provisional agenda has been drawn up by the Secretary General 
and approved by the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen. In 
accordance with Section 3 of Bye-Law I, the provisional agenda must be 
sent to the National Societies at least 90 days before the session, to 
enable them to study it and to propose any amendments or additions they 
may consider useful. The provisional agenda of the 32nd session of the 
Board of Governors was sent to all National Societies on 15 Nay 1973.

Under Section 4 of Bye-Law I, observations from the National 
Societies must reach the Secretariat at least 30 days before the session. 
Their observations and proposals will be added to the provisional agenda 
and submitted to the Board of Governors for approval at its first working 
meeting.

As stated in Resolution No. 11 of the Board of Governors [Prague, 
1981], "no items submitted by a National Society for the provisional 
agenda of the Board of Governors of the League may be accepted for the 
final agenda unless explanatory documentation from the originating National 
Society shall have been circulated to National Societies at least 30 days 
prior to the meeting unless with permission of the Board of Governors”.
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It is only in exceptional cases and by express decision of the 
Soard of Governors that a question which has not been announced in 
compliance with the provisions of the preceding paragraph can be 
added to the agenda, either at the time of its adoption or during the 
session (Section 5, Bye-Lav; I).

4. Admission of new National Societies to the League

Since the last session of the Soard of Governors (Mexico City, 
October 1971], one National Society has been recognised by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross. This is the Bahrain Red Crescent 
Society, recognised on 14 September 1372 as the 118th member Society 
of the International Red Cross.

The Bahrain Red Crescent Society was provisionally admitted to 
the League by the Executive Committee at its 89th session (Geneva, 
September 1372]. In addition the Committee of the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairmen was authorised to admit the Mauritanian Red Crescent Society 
provisionally, at its meeting in April 1973.

The Board of Governors will be invited to admit these two Societies 
as official members of the League.

Lastly, the Board may also admit to membership of the League any 
new National Society recognised by the ICRC, if they fulfil the con
ditions for admission. This applies, for example, to the Red Cross 
Societies of Bangladesh, Singapore and Fiji. .............

5. Constitution of Commissions

a) Drafting and Resolutions Commission

The Board of Governors will be invited to appoint a Drafting and 
Resolutions Commission composed of three members.

b] Committee of Scrutineers

The Committee of Scrutineers provided for in Section 26 of the 
Bye-Laws of the League is made up of 5 members appointed by the Board of 
Governors 'at its first working meeting. The role of the Committee is to 
receive the nominations of candidates for the hosts of Chairman and Vice- 
Chairmen of the Board of Governors and of National Societies for places 
on the Executive Committee (see Item 24 of the provisional agenda and the 
explanatory notes referring to it].
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In conformity with Sections 20 to 27 of the Bye-Laws, the 

Committee of Scrutineers shall present the complete lists of 
proposed candidates and shall supervise the voting and the count
ing of ballot papers.

c) Other Commissions

Under Section 6 of the Bye-Laws, the Board of Governors sets 
up at its opening meeting such Committees and Commissions as may 
be necessary to study the items on the agenda.

6, Appointment of League representatives to the Council of Delegates, 
the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross and the Stand
ing Commission of the International Red Cross

Article 11, paragraph 2, of the Constitution of the League 
states that the Board of Governors "appoints the representatives of 
the League on the several bodies of the International Red Cross 
(International Conference, Council of Delegates, Standing Commission)”.

There is no limit to the number of delegates who may be appoint
ed to represent the League at the forthcoming meetings of the Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross and of the Council of Delegates.

Consequently, it is proposed that the League delegation to the 
Council of Delegates (Teheran, 7 November 1973) should be composed of 
the Chairman of the League, the Vice-Chairmen, the Treasurer General, 
the Secretary General, the Deputy Secretary General and the Under
secretaries General.

It is also proposed that the representatives of the League at 
the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross (Teheran, 5-12 
November 1973) should be those nominated for the Council of Delegates, 
with the addition of the League staff whom the Chairman has asked to 
present reports at the Conference.

These proposals will be submitted to the Board of Governors.

Finally, the Board, in conformity with Article 11 of the League 
Constitution, must appoint the League’s representatives to the Stand
ing Commission of the International Red Cross, bearing in mind the 
stipulations of Article 9 of the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross:

"The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross shall comprise 
nine members, namely:



Cc) two representatives of the League of Red Cross Societies, one of 
whom shall, in principle, be the Chairman of the Board of Governors”.

7, Approval of the proceedings of the 31st Session of the Board of 
Governors (Mexico City, October 1271)

The proceedings of the 31st session of the Board of Governors 
(Mexico City, October 1971) were sent to all the member Societies not 
long after that session.

8. Report of the Secretary General cn the work of-the League since the 
last session of the Board ■—......

The Secretary General will submit to the Eoard of Governors a 
report on the activities of the League during the period which has 
elapsed since the last session of the Board (Mexico City, October 1971). 
The League’s activities over this period will be covered by:

a) the 1971 annual , report, which contains detailed information 
on the League’s work since the 31st session of the Board of Governors 
up to 31 December 1971.

b) the 1972 annual report, covering the period from 1 January to 
31 December 1972. This report will be sent to the National Societies 
in good time before the opening of the session.

To this report should be added a document summarising the evalua
tion of the 1972 General Plan of Activities. This document was approved 
by the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen at its April 1973 
meeting and sent to National Societies on 2 July 1973.

c) an additional report giving an initial evaluation of the work 
undertaken by the League from 1 January to 30 June 1973, in accordance 
with the League’s General Plan of Activities for 1972-73.

This report will be circulated to the members of- the Board of 
Governors before the 32nd session opens.

The Governors will have the opportunity to comment on the items 
mentioned in these different reports and on subjects of general inter
est concerning the League’s activities since the last session of the 
Board of Governors.

9. Adoption of the General Report of the League of Red Cross Societies 
to the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross

As the League has produced, every year since 1962, an annual report 
of activities based on the calendar year, this General Report will be made 
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up of the annual reports for 1963, 1S70, 1971 and 1972, which have 
been sent regularly to National Societies and approved by the 
governing bodies of the League.

However, the evolution of the League's activities since 1969 
will be presented to the Conference in the form of a brief report 
accompanied by statistics illustrating the achievements of the League 
in relief work, in the growth of National Societies, in health and 
social services, in nursing, with young people and, finally, in in
formation and international relations. This document will be sent to 
the National Societies in due course before the opening of the Con
ference.

10. Financial Reports

a) Report of the Treasurer General

The financial reports provided for in Articles 16 and 29 of 
the Constitution, covering the period which has elapsed since the 
previous session of the Board of Governors, will be communicated to 
all the National Societies. It should be noted that the report of 
the Treasurer General will include information on the 1972 accounts 
and on the financial situation at 30 June 1973.

bj Auditors* report on the financial year ended 31 December 1972

In accordance with Article 32 of the Constitution, the 
Secretary General of the League will present the Auditors' report, 
established by Price Waterhouse and Co., to the Board of Governors.

c) Report of the Standing Finance Commission [1st part, dealing with 
past activities)

The Standing Finance Commission which will meet on 31 October 
and 1 November will submit to the Board of Governors the part of its 
report relating to the activities of the League since the last session 
of the Board.

d] Report of the Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission

The Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission met in Geneva 
on 9 and 10 April 1973. It will hold a further meeting in Teheran on 
29 and 31 October.

The Commission will submit a report on these two meetings, 
accompanied by the necessary recommendations, to the Board of Governors.
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ej New scale o-f contributions for 1974-1975

In accordance with Article 34 of the League’s Constitution, 
the Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission examines, every two 
years, the formula for financial participation of the National Societies. 
At its last meeting, on 9 and 10 April 1973, the Permanent Scale of Con
tributions Commission worked out a new quota scale for the National 
Societies, which was sent to them on 25 Nay 1973.

11. League Plan and Budget for 1974-1975

a) Plan and Budget

The Secretary General will present to the Board of Governors 
the League's General Plan of Activities and the corresponding budget 
for the years 1974 and 1975. The Plan and Budget have been drawn up 
as a result of an extremely thorough procedure of consultations with 
those in charge of the various sectors of activity, in conformity with 
the overall directives given by the Secretary General for the whole 
organisation and approved by the Committee of the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairmen.

The plans for the different services of the Secretariat have 
been grouped so as to correspond to the four principal parts of the 
organisation, namely, the Office of the Secretary General, the Services 
to National Societies Sector, the Relief Sector and the Administration 
and Control Sector.

The Plan and Budget for 1974-75 also include, as in previous 
years, projects forming part of the "Development Programme", which still 
has to be financed by additional contributions, outside the Ordinary 
Budget provisions.

Other supplementary projects, especially in relation to relief, 
will have to be financed, under the present Plan and Budget, outside the 
Ordinary Budget.

The activities financed outside the Ordinary Budget are just as 
important as any other part of the League's work and, ideally, they ought 
also to be capable of being financed from the Ordinary Budget. At its 
meeting in Istanbul, the Board of Governors expressed the hope that 
projects in conformity with the Constitution and considered as fundamental 
to the work of the League should gradually be incorporated in the Ordinary 
Budget. Such incorporation, however, has not been judged possible for the 
moment, owing to the financial burdens which this would place on the 
National Societies; but the idea should be re-examined when future plans 
are being discussed.
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The Plan and Budget for 1974-75 were submitted to the 
Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen at its meeting on 
11 and 12 April 1973, and were approved with slight amendments.

The document was sent to the National Societies on 25 flay 
1973.

b) Report of the Standing -Finance Commission (2nd part)

The Board of Governors will hear the part of the report of 
the Standing Finance Commission relating to the Budget proposals for 
the years 1974 and 1975, and to the finance required for the differ
ent plans described.

12. Amendments to the League Constitution and Bye-Laws

For some years now, and at the most recent statutory meetings 
of the League, several speakers stated that they favoured revision of 
certain articles and sections of the Constitution and Bye-Laws of the 
League, and of the Regulations for Advisory Committees, in order to 
adapt them to the development of the structure and activities of the 
League and to ensure better harmonisation of the texts.

At its last meeting (Geneva, April 1973), the Committee of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen stated that it was in favour of a complete 
revision of the statutory texts of the League and thought that this 
revision could be entrusted, at the next session of the Board of 
Governors, to a special Commission created for the purpose and asked 
to prepare proposals for revised texts.

Such a body might include in its work the examination of spec
ific proposals already existing in the form of Resolutions. Thus, at 
its GSth session, the Executive Committee adopted a Resolution (No.9) 
concerning the revision of theconstitution of the Standing Finance 
Commission, Moreover, the National Societies have been informed of a 
project aimed at strengthening the role of the Youth Advisory Committee.

The delegates to the Board of Governors will be invited to give 
their views on the principle of revising the statutory texts and on the 
method of procedure. The National Societies will receive in due course 
a document comprising an*initial list, of the articles and sections which 
may need to be revised.

13. Progress Report on the study on the re-aporaisal of the role 
of the Red Cross

A report on progress made in implementing Resolution No. 2 
adopted by the Board of Governors in Mexico City will be circulated 
to all National Societies.
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The Board of Governors will be asked to take a decision 
concerning the composition of the Committee responsible for the 
Study. A commentary, including copies of previous resolutions 
and the text of a new draft resolution, is attached to the 
progress report.

14. Relations with the ICRC in the field of relief

Since the month of April 1372, the ICRC and the League, 
in the light of shared experience in the field of relief, decided 
to re-examine the interpretation of the Agreement linking them 
since 1369, in order to give a more clear interpretation to some 
of its articles and to establish suitable measures to increase the 
efficacity and the unity of action of the various constituent bodies 
of the Red Cross in the event of relief operations on an international 
scale. The mechanism for deciding whether action should be taken by 
the ICRC or the League, or by both, the organisation of joint relief 
operations, and the procedures for the transfer of relief operations 
were the main subjects of joint discussions by the representatives 
of the two institutions.

They also studied the action to be taken to implement 
Resolution F\lo. 3 of the Council of Delegates 1971, concerning a poss
ible joint ICRC-League plan for relief operations.

The first results of this work were described in an interim 
report presented to the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen 
at its April 1973 meeting.

The delegates will receive in due course a report on the con
clusions arrived at by the two institutions on the subject.

15. Report on the work of the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

In accordance with Article 22 of the Constitution, the Chair
man of the League will report on the work of the Committee of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen.

Since the last session of the Board of Governors, the Committee 
has held three meetings in Geneva, in April and September 1972 and in 
April 1973. It will meet again in Teheran on 30 October.

After having noted the results of the Plans of Activities of 
the League for 1971 and 1972, the members of the Committee approved, 
in April 1972, proposals for the amendment of the Plan and Budget for 
1972-73, and also adopted, with slight changes, the proposals relating 
to the Plan and Budget for 1974-75.
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The study on the re-appraisal of therrole of the Red Cross, 
the long,-term staff structure and policy of the Secretariat, and 
above all the cooperation with the ICRC, especially in connection 
with relief, were examined separately at each of the Committee’s 
meetings, and recommendations were made by members of the Committee.

The Committee also gave its views on the programmes for the 
meetings in September 1272 in Geneva and in November 1973 in Teheran, 
as well as on the agendas of the statutory meetings of the League 
and of the XXIInd International Conference. It heard reports on the 
major relief operations undertaken by the League in 1972 and 1S73, 
on the development of relief planning, and on the Regional Training 
Institutes.

It took note of the 'work and the results of the session of 
the Advisory Committees and ad hoc Working Parties appointed after 
the Istanbul session of the Soard of Governors.

16. Report of the Nursing Advisory Committee

The Nursing Advisory Committee held its 22nd Session in 
Geneva, from 21 to 23 iiarch 1973, under the chairmanship of Mrs. Hochar 
(Lebanese Red Cross]. The report of the Committee on that session will 
be submitted for approval to the Board of Governors, together with its 
two recommendations, one concerning the participation of nurses in 
community services and teaching programmes, the other relating to the 
professional aid nurses could give in planning Red Cross programmes.

17. Report of the Relief Advisory Committee

The 7th session of the Relief Advisory Committee will take 
place in Teheran on 31 October and 1 November 1S73. Among the prin
cipal items on the agenda are "revision of Principles and Rules for 
Red Cross disaster relief”, the guarantee funds for relief actions, 
conclusions of the international conference on standardisation of 
packaging and labelling of relief supplies, the League Warehouse 
programme, the question of relief personnel, relationships with the 
United Nations and the international voluntary agencies, and finally, 
the question of cooperation with the ICRC, in particular in the field 
of disaster relief operations.

18. Financing of relief activities (follow-up to Resolution No. 8/1972 
of the Executive Committee)

In 1971, at its 6th session, the Relief Advisory Committee 
adopted a recommendation stipulating that the possibility should be 
considered of ’’authorising the League to retain a certain percentage 
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of funds remitted to it for disaster relief, such retention to be 
applied to administrative expenses in connection with disaster 
relief operations in general".

This recommendation was adopted, with the entire report of 
the Advisory Committee, by the Board of Governors (Resolution No. 21/1971),

At its meeting in September 1972, the Standing Finance Commission 
voiced doubts about this method of financing as laid down in the resolu
tion, pointing out that many of the sums sent to the League for relief 
operations had been obtained following appeals made directly by the National 
Societies to the public in their respective countries, these appeals being 
accompanied by a declaration that the money so received would be used wholly 
and solely for the reasons which had motivated the appeals.

Therefore, the Standing Finance Commission adopted a recommendation 
which was approved by the Executive Committee at its 83th session. The 
text is as follows:

Financing of relief activities

"The Executive Committee

Invites the Eoard of Governors to reconsider the 
recommendation of the Relief Advisory Committee authoris
ing the League to retain a certain percentage of funds re
mitted to it for disaster relief, such retention to be 
applied to administrative expenses in connection with dis
aster relief operations in general".

The Board of Governors in Teheran will be asked to examine the 
action to be taken on this resolution.

12. Report of the development Programme Advisory Committee

The third session of tiie Development Programme Advisory Committee 
will be held in Teheran on 30 October and 1 November 1973, under the chair
manship of Major-General A.E. Wrinch, National Commissioner of the Canadian 
Red Cross Society.

In relation to this session there will also be the meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Committee of experts on the financing of the Development Programme 
on 22 October and the regional meetings on 31 October..

First of all the Committee will hear the reports on activities 
under the Development Programme since its last session in October 1S71 
and on Regional Training Institutes.
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It will then examine the conclusions in the report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee of experts on the financing of the Development 
Programme, the Flan and Budget for 1974-1375 and the reports on 
the regional meetings.

20. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Social Development

This .Committee, created in 197-1. following.. a recommendation
made by the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee and approved 
by the Executive Committee, was asked to study the repercussions for 
the Red Cross of the changes taking place in society, and to examine 
how the Red Cross social service programmes were responding to the 
situation.

The Committee has held several meetings under the chairmanship 
of Miss 14. Hickey, Vice-Chairman of the HSSAC, and will hold a further 
meeting on 30 October. Hiss Hickey will report to the 32nd session of 
the Board of Governors on the way in which the Committee has carried 
out its mandate on social development.

21. Report of the Working Party entrusted with the study on the question 
of Red Cross action in the struggle against racism and racial dis
crimination

At its 31st session (Mexico City, 1971), the Board of Governors 
adopted a Resolution (No. 33) inviting the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the League to set up a Working Party to make a study of 
the problem of Red Cross action in the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination and to submit to the next session of the Council 
of Delegates within the context of the International Conference of the 
Red Cross proposals concerning Red Cross action in this field.

In accordance with this resolution, the Chairman of the League 
created a Working' Party under the chairmanship of Mr. R. Alcantara, 
Vice-Chairman of the League and President of the Senegalese Red Cross, 
the. members being representatives of National Societies; the original 
number of five was increased to ten in 1973 at the suggestion of the 
Chairman. The National Societies in question are those of; Algeria, 
Ethiopia, France, Italy,■ Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria, the Philippines, 
Senegal and Yugoslavia. The ICRC also belongs to the Working Party, 
in accordance with Resolution No. 33/71.

Since the last session of the Board of Governors, the Working 
Party has held three meetings, the work and main conclusions of which 
will be described in a report to be presented to the Council of Delegates 
at Teheran, having been previously presented to the Board of Governors.



;
12

22. Xth Interamerican Conference of the Red Cross (Peru, 1974)

The Xth Interamerican Conference of the Red Cross will be 
held in Lima (Peru) in 1974. The Board of Governors will be invited 
to give its views on the agenda of this statutory regional conference.

23. Information on the Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
National Societies of Balkan countries (Gpatija, Yugoslavia, 
November 1972)

At the invitation of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, a Conference 
was held at Opatija (Yugoslavia) from 13 to 18 November 1972, attended 
by representatives of the National Societies of Balkan countries, 
namely: Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania, Turkey and Yugoslavia. The Inter
national Red Cross institutions were represented at the Conference.

The Conference studied the opportunities for cooperation be
tween the Societies in this part of the world in six main fields of 
Red Cross activities: youth, health education and nursing, disaster 
relief, first aid, peace, and the development of international humani
tarian law.

----■ The report on-t-he work and conclusions of this Conference will
-be presented by the Red-Cross of Yugoslavia. ~ ’

24. Elections

a) of the Chairman of the Board of Governors

b) of the Vice-Chairmen

c) of the member Societies of the Executive Committee

a) Concerning the election of the Chairman, members of the 
Board are reminded that at the 30th session of the Board of Governors 
(Istanbul 1969), Mr. José Barroso was re-elected Chairman of the Board 
of Governors. The term of office of four years conferred at that time 
has now expired.

In accordance with Article 14 of the Constitution of the League, 
the Chairman is re-eligible,

b) Concerning the election of Vice-Chairmen, the present holders 
of this office-are the following:
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fir. George Aitken
sir. R. Alcantara
Professor H. Haug
Angela, Countess of Limerick
Professor G.A. Miterev
Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris
Mr. B.A. Siddiky
H.E. Ambassador William E. Stevenson
fir. K. Warras

The four-year term of office conferred on the Vice-Chairmen in 1369 
by the Board of Governors is likewise about to expire.

In accordance with Article 14 of the Constitution of the League, 
the Vice-Chairmen now in office are re-eligible.

Progessor Haug, Chairman of the Swiss Red Cross, is an ex-officio 
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Governors owing to the fact that the League 
has its headquarters in Switzerland, and no election is required in this 
case (Article 14 of the Constitution).

c) Concerning the replacement of National Societies as members of 
the Executive Committee (Article 17 of the Constitution), the eight Societies 
elected in 1369 have come to the end of their term of office. The Societies 
are those of the following countries:

Austria India
Ethiopia Korea (Rep.)
France Netherlands
Germany (Fed.Rep.) Trinidad and Tobago

Consequently the Board of Governors will have to re-allocate the
seats of EIGHT National Societies during its 32nd session.

For all three of these elections, the member Societies are asked to 
submit their proposals for nomination, but only after obtaining the consent 
of those whom they propose to nominate as Chairman or Vice-Chairmen and of 
the Societies which they intend to nominate as members of the Executive 
Committee.

The Bye-Laws of the League state that the elections must be by 
secret ballot; the identity of those voting, therefore, will not be 
revealed, and the elections will be carried out according to the procedure 
given under Sections 20 to 27 of the Bye-Laws of the League.

The National Societies were notified of these elections by circular 
letter on 30 May 1973 and asked to fill in a special form for proposing 
candidates.
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25. Election of members of the Standing Finance Commission

In accordance with Article 33, paragraph I, of the Constitution, 
’’the Doard of Governors appoints the Standing Finance Commission 
from among its members at each of its ordinary sessions' .

Moreover, under Section 37 of the Rye-Laws, ’’the Standing Finance 
Commission provided for in Article 33 of the Constitution shall con
sist of fourteen members, not including the Treasurer General. These 
members shall be elected by the Board of Governors. The Committee of 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen shall submit a list of Societies 
suggested by them for election”.

The National Societies of the following countries are at present 
members of the Standing Finance Commission elected at Mexico City in 
1971: Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Italy, Norway, Panama, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Uganda, United Kingdom, USA and USSR.

26, Election of members of the Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission

In accordance with Article 34 of the Constitution, "the Board of 
Governors appoints the Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission ’;.....
also, under Articles 4C and 41 of the Bye-Laws of the League, the 
Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission "shall consist of five 
members elected by the Board of Governors on the suggestion of the 
Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen ... the term of office 
of members shall be two years and any member shall be eligible for 
re-election”.

The members elected on a personal basis in 1971 are as follows:

Mr. G. Aitken (Canadian Red Cross) Chairman
Prof-. Dr. W. Ludwig (German Red Cross of the German

Democratic Republic)
■Mr, E. Villanueva Vadillo (Spanish Red Cross)
Dr. A. Ferrari (Director General of the Banca Nazionale

del Lavoro, Rome) ............
Fir. Milton P. Siegel (former Assistant Director General

of the World Health Organization, Geneva)

In September 1972, at the end of the Executive Committee meeting, 
Hr. Villanueva, appointed Treasurer General of the League, resigned ' 
from his post as a member of the Permanent Scale of Contributions 
Cormission, while Hr. Fernando Sison, Chairman of the Philippine 
National Red Cross was coopted by the Commission.
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27. Election of members of Advisory Committees

Under Article 3 of the Regulations for Advisory Committees, 
the term of office of the members of the five Advisory Committees,* 
elected for four years in 1963, is due to expire in 1973. Thus, it 
will devolve on the 3oard of Governors to replace the outgoing members 
of the five Committees. It was for this reason that the circular letter 
of 12 June 1973 was sent to the National Societies asking them to notify 
the Secretariat if they would be candidates for one or two of these 
Advisory Committees.

The final list of candidates will be drawn up by the Secretariat 
and sent to the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen at its 
meeting in November 1973 in Teheran, so that the Committee may make 
its recommendations (in accordance with Article 6 of the Regulations 
for Advisory Committees].

These recommendations will be communicated to the Board of 
Governors which will then proceed to elect the new members of the 
Advisory Committees.

28. Information on the work of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross

The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross met on 
13 April 1973 in Geneva, under the chairmanship of Lady Limerick. 
The Board of Governors will be informed of the work of the meeting. 
The Commission will meet again on 8 November in Teheran.

29. Miscellaneous

In accordance with Section 4 of the Bye-Laws, "any member Society 
may, before the session, present observations, amendments or additions 
to the provisional agenda" (see explanations necessary under Point 3 
of the present Notes, "Adoption of the agenda").

30. Place and date of the 33rd Session of the Board of Governors

In conformity with the Constitution and the Bye-Laws, the Board 
□f Governors meets in ordinary session once every two years (Article 12, 
paragraph I of the Constitution).

The 33rd session of the Board of Governors, therefore, will take 
place in 1975. The place and date of this session will be settled by 
the Board of Governors at its meeting in Teheran.
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