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The general tone in international meetings dealing with 
human problems is one of discouragement either because 
genuine solutions cannot be found or because the interests 
of the few prevail over those of the weak. That is not 
the case with us. It is not, never has been, and never 
will be the case at Red Cross meetings, because they are 
inspired by the ideal of service to mankind.

Fortunately, there are today few Societies which remain 
aloof from world events, preoccupied solely by local routine 
or bound up in narrow-minded self-satisfaction. The others, 
the great majority share in the anxieties and problems of 
other people because they know or sense that there are no 
distant saviours or barriers which can safely shield some 
people from the problems and needs of others.

This growing human solidarity is a reality which has 
been achieved the hard way in this twentieth century.
It has cost mankind the price of two world wars, an 
infinite number of geographically less extensive conflicts 
and a host of internal disorders. The sacrifice in terms 
of human life has been enormous, the material loss in
calculable, and vast resources continue to be devoted to 
armaments. Violence in all its forms seems to characterise 
our times.

It is common knowledge that technological and scientific 
progress are double-edged. One outlet, to which most 
energy and extravagance is devoted, is the headlong road 
to destruction; the other, which shines brighter every day 
even though the efforts involved are haggled over, is the 
road to life, peace and understanding among men. On this
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road are more than 2Z0 million members of the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun.

Life for mankind is a life of extremes of which the 
boundaries become clearer every day. If it is true 
that a characteristic of our times is the shame of war, 
crime, violence and injustice which claim the lives of 
and cause suffering to tens of millions of men throughout 
the world, if this is true, I repeat, then it is also 
true that there is a quite different sign: all of us who 
in growing numbers strive to alleviate the suffering of 
disaster victims, refugees, the starving and the 
persecuted, and try to predict and prevent conflicts and 
disasters.

Re are full of admiration for so many technical feats 
we are delighted to learn to that man has reached the 
moon or distant planets by mechanical ingenuity; we are 
still overwhelmed by the extent of man's achievement.,/. 
Equally we are filled with fear at the knowledge or the 
prescience that these achievements can be turned against 
man himself and on his creators. At times it seems that 
only violence will reign on earth, that co-existence will 
become impossible, and that what was an area of darkness 
contained within the limits of one country or continent 
will spread until it embraces the whole world, imposing 
only the interests, the wishes and the arrogance of the 
most powerful and not of the most reasonable.

Thus a confused and unreal perspective emerges. <7e have 
all, I am sure, thought often about this state of affairs 
and, at least so far as we of the Red Cross are concerned, 
I believe that we have also reached the conclusion that 
all is not darkness and despair. .hile we can meet to 
discuss how to give greater and better help to our fellow 
men, there is hope, and a strengthening of our conviction 
that all is not lost, that there is much to be gained from 
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peace, co-existence and justice. International co
operation can thus give to the people an opportunity to 
live peacefully by observing legal and moral standards 
which will lead us ever forward to a world in which it 
will be worth having been born.

We are aware that his path leads to the achievement of 
higher objectives, and we shall not succeed if our action 
is confined to declaratory attitudes; if governments, 
rather than peoples, merely make statements of good 
intent which are 'washed Sway like sand-castles by a 
flood of arrogance, pride and egoism.

Thus, whilst we, as governments, social groups and 
individuals have generally allowed discrepancies to 
persist between what we preach and what we practice, 
we are surprised at the disillusion, opposition and 
confusion of those who follow in our ¡^teps. The young 
generation is right in not agreeing with this display 
of hypocrisy or, at best, of mental and moral confusion 
which plagues their elders. ve are all in need of love, 
understanding and help, but if we are not able to give 
it, we cannot expect to receive it; if we cannot set an 
example, let us not blame those who only carry our lack 
of sincerity and propriety to their ultimate consequences.

Above all, we may state without false pride and with 
reasonable optimism, that our Red Cross movement represents 
in the world today one of the most solid pillars of the 
growing army of people working untiringly in the interests 
of mankind, protecting the lives of men, tending the 
wounded, providng them with food and shelter. These ideas 
have always been reflected in the task undertaken by the 
Presidency of the League notwithstanding the clangour of 
violence that strives to drown our voices - but our voices 
will continue to be heard.
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The harmony between our beliefs and our action is ever 
present throughout the world. ;Ve are working to achieve 
peace, we struggle against violence; in every way, and 
in everything, we appeal to all that is good in mankind, 
and call on those who exercise power and dominion the 
world over to collaborate or allow us to pursue our ideals. 
Our attitude has transcended every type of barrier and 
frontier, we are known to be men devoted to serve others, 
without distinction or preference. In this way we are 
succeeding in making men better, men who one day will, 
perhaps, succeed in making the world a better place to 
live in.

During the eight years I have had the honour’ of being 
Chairman of the League, one of my main concerns has been 
to support the Development Programme, so that Societies 
which have not been able to achieve a top-level organisation 
or do not have adequate resources available for the fulfil
ment of their aims should receive special attention and 
assistance from the League and from the larger National 
Societies whose organisational experience and material and 
human resources can be of immense service to smaller Societies.

Quite apart from any political situations, in which on 
innumberable occasions we have shown by our actions that 
we are motivated solely by an interest in humanity, I 
believe that we are equipped by our experience and resources 
to assume a major role in confronting and Solving the 
problems which beset mankind in many countries. We must 
fight to make our voice heard and our conduct accepted as 
being of use in relieving populations of much of the tension 
and suffering they are enduring, as in the Middle and Far- 
East, America . and Africa.

This world for which we have worked will be a world, with 
greater justice, liberty and brotherhood, because we know 
that the substance of these ideals cannot be regarded as 
utopian.
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I cannot be coia^letely satisfied with what we have 
achieved in these eight years, but I am satisfied that 
I have acted responsibly, with interest, and with 
independence, in endeavouring to ensure, first, that 
all the agreements which have been reached at the meetings 
of this Board have been implemented, and then in solving 
problems which have been brought to my notice, without 
ever submitting to pressure of any kind, but endeavour
ing always to act with the greatest fairness, if anything 
in favour of the weaker and the less important. In 
judging this period we can summarise our achievements in 
terms of having the highest membership and having carried 
out the greatest relief actions in our history and, above 
all, of securing the greatest universal understanding, 
which has been demonstrated by the unanimity with which 
all the resolutions of recent meetings have been adopted.
I hope that I have justified the confidence which you 
showed me in electing me in Vienna and in Istanbul. I have 
deeply appreciated the honour which you conferred on me 
and the opportunity of working at this level for our beloved 
Red Cross.

I conclude by inviting you to raise with me the banner of 
humanity and humanitarianism. For the world needs them 
without limit and without delay. I call on you once again 
to continue this hard, but rewarding and always positive, 
fight to liberate those values which have kept, and will 
keep, us united in seeking the welfare of our fellow men.

T.70/rs


