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1. Roll Call

On the proposal of the Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, 
the Board of Governors, at its XXXth session in Istanbul - 1969, elected 
eight National Societies for the period 1969 - 1973, and at its XXXIst 
session in Mexico City - 1971, eight other Societies for the period 
1971 - 1975, as members of the Relief Advisory Committee. The Societies 
are from the following countries:

1969 - 1973 1971 - 1'

Finland Canada
Great Britain Chile
India Denmark
Jordan Hungary
New Zealand Japan
Philippines Kenya
Trinidad and Tobago Pakistan
United States Tunisia

In accordance with Articles 6 and 9 of the Regulations for Advisory 
Committees, the Board of Governors, at its next session (XXXIInd) in 
November 1973, and on the recommendation of the Committee of the Chairman, 
and Vice-Chairmen, will replace that half of the R.A.C. members which 
have membership for the period 1969 - 1973. The term of office of the 
other half of the R.A.C. members is 1971 - 1975, and they will be replaced 
in 1975.

2. Remarks by the Chairman of the Committee

3. Election of the Rapporteur

The last paragraph of Article 11 of the Regulations for Advisory Committees 
reads:
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"Each Advisory Committee shall elect a Rapporteur for 
each session at its first meeting.”

Article 14 of the same Regulations reads:

"At the end of the session of an Advisory Committee, a 
Report containing a summary of the work as well as the 
Recommendations, and expressing the views of the majority 
and those of the minority without however going into 
details of the voting, shall be established-and Submitted 
for approval to the Board of Governors or the Executive 
Committee, whichever may be appropriate."

4. Adoption of the Agenda

The Provisional Agenda (CCS/4/1) is attached to this document.

5. Progress- Report, on pre^disaster planning

This report will also include: results of the enquiry concerning pre
disaster planning, a report on training courses for relief personnel, 
as well as the question related to the "Flying Squad”.

6. Revision of "Principles and Rules for Red Cross Disaster Relief1’

Based on the experience gained since the approval by the XXIst International 
Conference of the Red Cross in Istanbul in 1969 of the above-mentioned 
"Principles", the League will propose that additional Articles of the"Prin- 
ciples” be revised. A draft text of the revised versions will be sent to 
the members prior to the meeting and also submitted for consideration by 
the Committee. If the Committee approves them, it may wish to submit them 
to the XXXIInd session of the Board of Governors to be approved or amended, 
and only then they may be submitted to the XXIInd International Conference 
of the Red Cross (Teheran).

Articles 15. 19 and 25 of the "Principles" - for which revised versions 
had already been proposed by the R.A.C. and approved by the XXXIst session 
of the Board of Governors in Mexico in 1971 - will be. as requested by 
Resolution 19. submitted to the XXIInd International Conference of the Red 
Cross in Teheran.

It is felt that by these changes the position of the League could be stren- 
thened in a way that would also better serve the National Societies.
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7. Guarantee Funds for relief actions

The guarantee system - which the league instituted with the assistance 
of sixteen National Societies in March 1972 and by which each of the 
Guarantor Societies agreed, without or with some reservations, to furnish 
a guarantee of US£ 2.0Q0.- to the League for immediate use in any disaster 
relief action for which international assistance is indicated - is basi
cally a good one. but it should be further discussed.

A letter on the subject, which was sent to sixteen National Societies on 
28 March 1972. will be sent to the members prior to the meeting and also 
submitted to the Committee for discussion. The League will be most recep
tive to suggestions that may be made by the members and also by the 
Societies participating in the Guarantee system.

8. Tracing service in case of disaster

The meeting of the Working Group, to study the establishment of a disaster 
tracing service in National Societies, took place in November 1972. 
Representatives of four Societies attended, in addition to the ICRC and the 
League. A report on the findings of the Group will be submitted to the 
Committee for adoption. Of course, the members will receive the document 
prior to the meeting.

9. Conclusions of the International Conference on Standardization of Packaging 
and Labelling of Relief Supplies

The conclusions of the Conference, which took place in March 1973. arid at 
which representatives from 6 National Societies and 10 participants from 
other organisations and companies took active part, will be presented to 
the Committee. However, a paper on the matter will be addressed to the 
members of the Committee prior to the meeting.

10. The League warehouse programme

Since the creation of the first League warehouse in Marseille in 1954 
a great number of National Societies, particularly in disaster-prone 
countries, have organised their own disaster relief reserves. In view 
of this development, the whole system of International League Warehouses 
has to be reviewed and. in order to save valuable time in cases of disaster, 
priority must be given to the establishment of National warehouses.

A report will be sent to the members and also presented to the R.A.C.

11. Availability of National Societies’ staff for long-term assignment to 
the Relief Sector

Due to the limited budgetary possibilities, the staffing of the Relief 
Sector is not adequate for the workload to be accomplished.
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One of the solutions which has long been advocated by the League, is to 
encourage National Societies to place at the disposal of the League 
qualified staff for a period of one or two years for the mutual benefit 
of both the League and the National Society. A verbal report on the 
subject will be presented to the Committee and the members will be invited 
to discuss the matter and possibly give advice.

12. Report on co-operation with the ICRC, in particular in the field of 
disaster relief operations

Under this item a verbal, and possibly a written, report will be presented 
to the Committee on the follow-up to Resolution No. 3 of the Council of 
Delegates (Mexico City - 1971] recommending the preparation of a joint 
ICRC/League relief operational scheme. The Committee will, if possible, 
also be informed of the "Interpretation and Rules of Implementation of the 
19B9 ICRC/League Agreement."

13. Current relief actions

A detailed verbal report of the current relief actions will be presented 
to the Committee.

14. Relationships with the UN and international voluntary agencies

A report on this subject will be presented to the Committee, covering: 
routine relations with the UN specialized agencies, such as the UNHCR, 
UNICEF and WFP; the League's regular and close cooperation with UNDRO 
in the field of disaster preparedness and disaster relief organisation, 
as well as our collaboration with the WMO to strengthen and improve dis
aster warning systems. The report will also include a statement on the 
improved relations which have been established, with.the main international 
voluntary agencies through monthly meetings, during which information is 
exchanged on current disaster operations.

The Committee will also be informed of the League/Voluntary agencies 
study of the feasibility of establishing a joint disaster information 
centre, and of the discussions which have taken place with UNDRO on this 
subject.

15. Miscellaneous



Place and date of the next session of the Relief Advisory Committee

According to the Regulations for Advisory Committees (Article 12]:

"Regular meetings of Advisory Committees will be held in 
conjunction with the Executive Committee or the Board of 
Governors, or both. Committee meetings, whether regular 
or extraordinary, shall be held on the call of the Chairman 
in agreement with the Chairman of the Board of Governors and 
the Secretary General.”


