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INTRODUCTION

The Henry Dunant Institute had only just been 
formed at the time the XXIst International Conference of 
the Red Cross was held in Istanbul, when it had to its 
credit one symposium ... and a great many projects. That 
was why its 1969 report was almost entirely worded in the 
future tense.

The Institute is now reaching the end of its fourth 
year, and its three members, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, the League and the Swiss Red Cross, are 
therefore in a position to submit a real joint progress report.

Under the Institute's statutes, its purpose is to 
make available to the member institutions "ways and means 
of carrying out studies, research, training and instruction 
in all branches of Red Cross activities and thus to contribute 
to the strengthening of Red Cross unity and universality". 
This means that the work done by the Institute is for the 
benefit of the Red Cross as a whole. Therein lies the 
Institute's originality.

I. STRUCTURE OF THE HENRY DUNANT INSTITUTE

It will be recalled that the legal status of the 
Institute is that of an association composed of three 
members: the ICRC, the League and the Swiss Red Cross.

The supreme authority is a General Assembly 
comprising the three member institutions.
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The Institute is managed by a 
composed as follows:

Board which is now

For the ICRC “ Mr. Jean Pictet
Mr. D. Schindler
Hr, P. Basset

Vice-President of ICRC 
Member of ICRC 
Assistant Director
of ICRC

For the League - Mr. Henrik Beer General

Mr. Nedim Abut

Mir

Secretary 
of League 

Deputy Secretary
General of Leagu

Charles A.Schusselo Director for Inte 
tional Relations 
of the League

For the Swiss
Red Cross - Mr. Hans Haug

Mr. P. Audeoud

Mr. C.-M. Jacottet

President of Swiss 
Red Cross

Vice-President of
Swiss Red Cross

Member of Swiss Red 
Cross

The General Assembly and the Board have the same 
Chairman, who is elected for a period of two years. The 
present Chairman is Mr. Pierre Audeoud.

II. INSTITUTE STAFF

The Director of the Institute is Mr. Pierre Boissier, 
who is assisted by:

1 Administrator (voluntary, part-time)
3 Research Workers (one of them part-time)
2 Secretaries.
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III. SEAT OF THE INSTITUTE

The Institute has its own headquarters at 3 rue de 
Varembe, 1202 Geneva. There is a shortage of space, as there 
are only four offices and one small lecture room.

Fortunately, the Swiss Government has most generous
ly made a donation which now enables the Institute to have 
considerable improvements carried out in a building admirably 
situated near the lake, at 114 rue de Lausanne, which the 
Institute will be able to occupy by the end of 1973 or 
early in 1974.

These future premises will make it possible to 
recruit additional staff and to receive trainees and research 
workers. Two conference rooms, one of them equipped for 
simultaneous interpretation and film or slide projection, 
will allow courses and meetings to be held. Lastly, there 
will be room for a library and a modest Red Cross museum.

IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE HENRY DUNANT INSTITUTE

The Institute, which is to become a sort of Red 
Cross academy, has sought to meet what might be described 
as the "intellectual" needs of the Red Cross. To this end, 
it has embarked upon three spheres of activity: research, 
training and publications.

A. RESEARCH

To reconnoitre, to adapt to the needs of the 
moment and to enter upon a new course, the Red Cross requires 
- perhaps even more than it realizes - a large number of 
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studies on the most varied topics. And the Red Cross itself 
is a subject of research. All this work has therefore had 
to be encouraged and stimulated.

In the first place, the Institute has set up 
a card index of subjects for a thesis for a doctor’s or 
bachelor's degree. Many students have consulted the index 
and found the starting point they needed. Most of them have 
asked for subjects related to the law of armed conflict.

A great many other research workers, including 
professors and publicists working in fields of interest to 
the Red Cross, have come to the Institute. Three have 
received a monthly grant of Sw. Fr, 600.- for one year or a 
longer period. Twelve, who needed to consult ICRC or League 
archives, have spent a few weeks or months in Geneva, at the 
expense of the Institute, which has also guided them in 
municipal libraries and the United Nations library. A number 
have been lodged by the Institute under an agreement with the 
Résidence Internationale Universitaire. Six research workers 
have received assistance which has allowed them to publish 
their writings. In two cases, the Institute has paid a sum 
direct to the publisher while in four cases it has published 
the paper in one of its own collections.

Besides all the research conducted by persons who 
were largely outside the Red Cross, work has been carried 
out by senior staff of the Institute.

(1) At the League's request, Mr. Segesvary and Mr. Toman 
systematically compiled statistical data on ninety-four 
countries. The result of their work is a mimeographed 
document of 200 pages entitled "Flash Information on 
Ninety-Four Countries".

(2) What problems will be posed by health and the practice 
of medicine in 1980-1990? That is something which 
interests the Red Cross and the pharmaceutical industry 
alike. Hence the inquiry conducted jointly by Sandoz 
S.A. in Basle and the Henry Dunant Institute. Fifty 
experts in what are known as developed countries were 



consulted by means of successive questionnaires, after 
which a meeting was organized at Sandoz S.A., Basle, 
which was attended by eminent specialists in medicine, 
sociology and even futurology.
The publication containing the findings of that lengthy 
inquiry is being prepared: it is due to appear this 
year, in one of the Institute's collections.

(3) On many occasions, army officers, ministries or research
workers have expressed regret at the lack of any complete 
Index of the Geneva Conventions. Army officers have 
stressed the fact that the time so often wasted in 
searching for some given provision has had disastrous 
consequences. That is a gap which should be filled,
and soon it will be, thanks to Mr. Toman's index to the 
Geneva Conventions (Index des Conventions de Geneve).

(4) The Federal Political Department asked the Institute 
to carry out a study regarding the possibility of 
ensuring some protection for political detainees by 
means of an ad hoc international convention. Considering 
this to be a matter closely connected with the Red Cross 
and the Geneva Conventions, the Henry Dunant Institute 
accepted the mandate. The study, bristling with 
difficulties, is under way and should be completed by 
the summer of 1974.

B. TRAINING

In one century, the Red Cross has prodigiously 
diversified its activities, which today are far from being 
confined to the care of the wounded on the battle-field. 
Every new branch calls for ever-more specialized, ever-more 
technical instruction. Yet Red Cross workers must all share 
knowledge of the Red Cross itself, of its history, its 
structure, its principles and its activities. This is the 
field in which the Institute first engaged in a variety 
of ways.
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(1) In response to a request from several National Societies;, 
it has published an abundantly illustrated 32-page 
booklet showing all Red Cross aspects: history, National 
Societies, the ICRC, the League, the Geneva Conventions, 
and so forth.
The booklet, which was first published in French under 
the title of "La Croix-Rouge" and subsequently in 
English, German, Spanish and Arabic, has been a great 
success. More than 112,000 copies have so far been sold.

(2) A folder in six colours, giving an outline of the 
spheres of activity of National Societies, the ICRC and 
the League, has also been widely distributed. The stocks 
of this folder are almost exhausted.

(3) A model lecture, with slides, on "The Red Cross in Action", 
has recently been issued in English and French.

(4) The Institute’s annual reports show that the Director 
is required to conduct between 86 and 122 courses and 
lectures a year. They cover a wide variety of subjects 
and are given for the benefit of new ICRC and League 
staff members, members of National Societies, Universities 
and a variety of audiences eager to learn about the
Red Cross.

(5) The Institute has embarked on a new venture since the 
summer of 1972, by organizing courser: on the law of armed 
conflict. The courses were held at Strasbourg University 
from 3 to 19 July 1972, in the context of an educational 
syllabus of the International Institute of Human Rights. 
The same thing will happen in July 1973. The Henry Dunant 
Institute will again conduct five courses of five hours 
each on the law of armed conflict. Like last year, each 
will be followed by seminars.
To reach a larger audience, all the courses, listed 
below, will be published, each in a separate volume, in 
English or French:
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1972_Courses :

- Jean Pictet

~ F. Kalshoven

- J. Zourek

- P. Boissier

1973 Coupes :

- G. Best

- I. Blishchenko

- A. Cassese

- B. Roeling

“ J. Moreillon

"Le droit humanitaire et la protec
tion des victimes de la guerre"

"The Law of War and Human Rights"

"Droits de l'homme et interdiction 
de l'usage de la force en droit 
international"

"Fondements philosophiques et 
historiques du droit des conflits 
armés"

"The Law of Armed Conflicts and
Human Rights"

"Non-international Armed Conflicts 
and Human Rights"

"La protection de la population 
civile pendant les conflits armés"

"National and International
Repression of Violations of the
Law of Armed Conflicts"

"Le Comité international de la 
Croix-Rouge et ses délégations"
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C. PUBLICATIONS

The Institute1s publications are the logical 
outcome of its efforts in research and training. This we 
have seen in the matter of the inquiry into health and the 
practice of medicine in 1980-1990, the educational material 
produced by the Institute, and the Strasbourg courses.

Other publications are the result of the Institute’s 
same concern to make the Red Cross, its doctrine and action 
known, and to advance and disseminate the sciences on which 
the Red Cross is based, the law of war in particular.

National Societies have received successive lists 
of the Institute's publications. We shall therefore confine 
ourselves to recalling the main titles and announcing 
forthcoming publications.

I. Scientific Collection

Already published:

- Prof. P. Kalshoven "Belligerent Reprisals"
(Sijthoff, Leiden, 1971)

Mr. J. Toman

To be published:

- Prof. D. 
and Mr.

Schindler 
J. Toman "The Laws of Armed Conflict"

Collection of annotated documents

- Prof. J. Zourek "The Outlawry of Porce in Interna
tional Law"
Collection of annotated documents 
on the limitation and prohibition 
of force in international relations

"Index of Geneva Conventions for 
the Protection of Victims of War"
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2. Henry Dunant Institute Collection

Already~published:

- Henry Dunant "Un Souvenir de Solferino" 
Preface de Denis de Rougemont 
(L'Age d'Homme, Lausanne, 1969)

“ Henry Dunant "Mémoires"
Preface du Professeur Bernard
Gagnebin
(L’Age d'Homme, 1971)

To be published:

- Henry Dunant "La Régence de Tunis"

- Henry Dunant "A Memory of Solferino and Other 
Texts on War"

- Hans Haug "La Croix-Rouge"

3. "Eludes et Perspectives" Collection

- Maximilian Reimann "Quasi-konsularische und schutz-- 
machtâhnliche Funktionen des 
Internationalen Komitees vom 
Roten Kreuz ausserhalb bewaffneter 
Konflikte"
(Verlag A. Fricker, Frick, 1971)

To be published:

- Jacques Moreillon "Le Comité international de la 
Croix-Rouge et la protection des 
détenus politiques"

These publications, which will probably be in great 
demand, are meant for the public; yet they are essentially 
of interest to members of the Red Cross. We would recommend 
that National Societies mention them in their reviews.
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V. FINANCING- OF THE INSTITUTE

The Institute’s budget for the current year amounts 
to Sw. Fr. 452,000.-. This will be covered by:

Sw.Fr.

- Income from Institute’s present
capital of Sw.Fr. 724,614."

- Contributions from ICRC, League
and Swiss Red Cross

- Sale of publications
~ Contribution from Federal Political 

Department and donations to be 
solicited

- Financing of study on political detainees
- Drawings on capital

50,000."

60,000.-
24,850.-

107,000."
65,000.»

165,650.-

The fact that the Institute has been compelled to 
draw on its capital in order to balance its budget is justified 
in the launching period. An instrument which the Institute's 
promoters wanted to make available to the Red Cross had to 
be fashioned. This initial phase is now ending. As the 
Institute has forged ahead in the three spheres of research, 
training and publication, we now know what services can be 
expected of it. We might add that this small undertaking, 
which partly depends on subsidies, is thus able to operate 
inexpensively.

National Societies and all Red Cross institutions 
should now make use of this instrument which was designed for 
them.

Sw.Fr
Sw.Fr

