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CONTROL OF THE STATUTES OF NATIONAL RED CROSS

SOCIETIES

In some recent cases, National Red Cross Societies have 
substantially changed their Statutes without previously con
sulting the ICRC or the League.

It should be pointed out that such cases remain the 
exception and that the large majority of Societies ask for the 
views of the ICRC and the League on the amendments they plan 
to make to their Statutes and take the comments of the two 
Institutions into account. However, they sometimes inform the 
international bodies only after the changes have been adopted. 
This makes corrections difficult, above all if the statutory 
texts take the form of a law which is the case in certain 
countries.

The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross 
has given its attention to the question. On the basis of a 
study presented by the ICRC and the League, it has decided to 
submit the matter to the Council of Delegates and the XXIInd 
International Conference. It has reached the following conclusions:



According to Article 6 of the Statutes of the Inter
national Red Cross, "After having assembled all pertinent data, 
it (the ICRC) announces the recognition of any newly established 
or reconstituted National Red Cross Society which fulfils the 
conditions for recognition in force". This recognition makes 
a Society a member of the International Red Cross, giving it 
the right to vote at International Conferences of the Red Cross.

For its part, the League has laid down similar conditions 
for the admission of new National Societies to the League. The 
final decision is taken by the Board of Governors.

The conditions for recognition and those for admission 
to the League provide or imply that the applicant Society will 
submit its Statutes to the ICRC and/or the League so that these 
Institutions can determine if the conditions, or at least certain 
of them, have been fulfilled. Within the terms of the Agreement 
concluded on 25 April 1969 between the ICRC and the League, it 
is laid down (Article VIII) that the two Institutions shall 
undertake a joint examination of the files.

There is no International Red Cross statutory text 
which expressly provides that after its recognition or admission 
to the League a Society shall previously submit to the ICRC 
and/or the League the main amendments (that is to say those 
affecting the fulfilment of the conditions for recognition and 
admission) which it wishes to make to its Statutes. However, 
it must be recognised that such action is implicit and customary.
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Recognition and admission are in fact not just the whim 
of the moment. They depend on the objective compliance with 
given conditions approved by the international meetings of the 
Red Cross and related to the fundamental principles of the 
movement. Recognition and admission guarantee to the world that 
a Society complies with these. From the moment when these basic 
requirements are no longer respected - as a result of substantial 
changes in the Statutes - membership of the International Red 
Cross and the League becomes a myth, as the Society is no longer 
a genuine Red Cross Society.

However, it would certainly be an advantage if this 
implicit right of the ICRC and the League to supervise the 
Statutes of National Societies were explicitly confirmed. While 
awaiting a revision of the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross - which is not a question to be tackled for this reason - 
a resolution of an International Conference of the Red Cross 
could suffice.

Finally, a right of control could not be evoked 
without raising the problem of sanctions.

Indeed, according to Article 9 of the League Constitution, 
the Board of Governors may with a quorum of three-fourths and 
a two-thirds majority of the members present suspend and, for 
a second offence, expel any member Society of the League 
trespassing, either on its own initiative or under pressure 
from its own Government, against the principle of neutrality 
in respect to racial, political or sectarian activity, or using 
its connection with the League for any purpose contrary to the 
Red Cross principles. This does not cover all the cases coming 
within the conditions for admission, but possibly some of them.
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With regard to withdrawal of recognition by the ICRC, 
it may here also be considered for the reasons put forward on 
the subject of the control of Statutes that this right, although 
implicit, exists. So far the ICRC has never been induced to 
withdraw the international recognition previously granted to 
a National Society, but it is not out of the question that it 
may be obliged to do so. In one case, it issued such a threat 
which led the defaulting Society to reorganize its structure 
completely.

The Standing Commission has considered it necessary 
to lay down that if the Statutes of a National Society were to 
cease to comply with the conditions for recognition and admission 
such Society would lay itself open to suspension or to the loss 
of its membership of the International Red Cross.

In view of the above, the Standing Commission has 
drawn up the following draft resolution and proposes that the 
Council of Delegates recommend its adoption by the XXIInd 
Conference.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

The International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that National Societies are recognized by
the ICRC and admitted to the League after verification that 
their Statutes fulfil the conditions for recognition and admission, 
as laid down by international meetings of the Red Cross,

considering that National Societies shall permanently 
comply with the basic principles of the Red Cross movement in 
order to retain valid membership of the International Red Cross,

considering further that if the Statutes of a National 
Society ceased to be in conformity with the conditions for 
recognition and admission that Society would lay itself open 
to suspension or loss of membership of the International Red Cross,

confirms that any Society wishing to change its
Statutes on points relating to the conditions for recognition 
and admission shall first submit such changes to the ICRC and 
the League and take their recommendations into account.


