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REPORT

In 1912 H.M. the Empress Shôken kindly took an interest in « relief 
work in time of peace ». She made a generous gift to the Red Cross 
in the initial sum of Yen 100,000 in Japanese gold. A second gift from 
H.M. the Empress and H.M. the Dowager Empress of Japan brought the 
Empress Shôken Fund to Yen 200,000 in 1934.

The XVIth International Conference of the Red Cross held in 1938 
entrusted the administration of this fund and the distribution of the 
revenues to a Joint Commission of six members ; three of the members 
to be appointed by the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the other three by the League of Red Cross Societies.

On the occasion of the Centenary of the foundation of the Red 
Cross, H.M. the Empress of Japan made a special contribution and as 
was reported in 1969 Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of 
Japan, the Government of Japan and the Japanese Red Cross Society 
made further contributions increasing the inalienable capital of the 
Fund by Sw.Frs. 1,001,219.61.

During the period 1970-1972 both the Government of Japan and the 
Japanese Red Cross Society contributed a total sum of Sw.Frs. 817,789.16 
towards the Fund’s inalienable capital —

1970 — Sw.Frs. 415,148.63
1971 — Sw.Frs. 125,621.53
1972 — Sw.Frs. 277,019.—

Sw.Frs. 817,789.16

This generous and continued support to the Shôken Fund by the 
Government of Japan and the Japanese Red Cross Society has permitted 
the Joint Commission to allocate larger amounts so as to permit 
beneficiary Societies to undertake programmes with the confidence of 
implementing these entirely.

During the period that has elapsed since the last report to the 
XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross in Istanbul, in 1969, 
the Joint Commission has met four times in ordinary sessions. It is to 
be noted that Mr. Roger Gallopin, Executive President of the Internatio
nal Committee of the Red Cross, has since 1971 chaired the Joint 
Commission sessions. It is recorded with regret that the former 
Chairman of the Joint Commission, Mr. Martin Bodmer, passed away 
in that same year.
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The Joint Commission, on the 11th of April each year, the anniver
sary of the death of H.M. the Empress Shôken, announces the 
distribution of the income from the Fund among those National 
Societies having submitted a substantiated request before the 31st of 
December of the preceding year. The Commission ensures that the 
requests are justified according to the conditions laid down under 
Article 3 of the Regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund —

a. Specific tasks which the National Red Cross Societies, the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross or the League of Red Cross 
Societies consider it expedient to undertake in the general interests 
of relief work in peacetime ’)■

b. The dissemination of methods adopted by National Red Cross 
Societies which have been recognised as the best for the prevention 
or elimination of tuberculosis and other grave contagious diseases.

c. Contributions to relief work undertaken by National Red Cross 
Societies for the benefit of the victims of disasters.

Also, in examining the applications the Joint Commission reviewed 
the experiences of the past few years. The Commission noted that 
the criteria (a. b.c.) it had established for allocation were still valid —

a. to restrict the number of allocations and thereby increasing the 
allocations so as to permit the beneficiary National Societies to 
implement the plans envisaged ;

b. to uphold only those from developing National Societies unable to 
have their projects financed otherwise and, among such Societies, 
whenever feasible those which have hitherto benefited least from 
assistance from the Shôken Fund ;

c. to refrain from considering the requests from those National 
Societies which have not conformed to the requirements under 
article 5b of the Regulations according to which the beneficiary 
National Societies are expected to report on the use of the allo
cations received.

48th DISTRIBUTION - 1969 AND REPORTS ON UTILISATION

The income of the Fund in 1968 an the balance carried forward 
from the previous year produced a sum of Sw.Frs. 40,276.96.

Nineteen National Societies applied for an allocation in 1968. On 
the basis of the above-mentioned criteria of assessment, the Joint 
Commission decided to distribute the sum of Sw.Frs. 36,700.—.

Guyana Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 10,700.—

to furnish and supply material for a closed workshop for mentally and 
physically handicapped children

1) Even in time of war, the sending, for example, of a study mission to an area 
where a contagious disease has broken out among a population not at war, would 
not be excluded.
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The Guyana Red Cross Society reported that the handcraft section of 
the school has been able, thanks to the equipment supplied, to make 
and sell articles such as coffee tables, ash trays, lamps and vases 
made from bottles, etc. Stimulated by this grant, they have been able 
to plan the sheltered workshop on a larger scale and have also succeeded 
in raising funds amounting to G$ 26,000.

Pakistan Red Cross Society; Sw.Frs. 13,000.—
to purchase an ambulance for the Red Cross Medical Centre at 
Shahalam Market

The ambulance which was bought with the precious assistance of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society is, we are informed, presently used in the 
day to day activities of the said medical centre.

Senegal Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 13,000.—
to purchase a Land Rover for the medical clinics

At the request of the Senegal Red Cross Society the sum allocated 
was transferred to them for the purchase of the vehicle locally. We 
have been informed by the Senegal Red Cross Society that the vehicle 
has been purchased and that they have been able to develop and extend 
the work of the medical clinics thanks to the possibilities of quick 
communication between the clinics through this vehicle.

49th DISTRIBUTION - 1970 AND REPORTS ON UTILISATION
The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 

of the Fund as at 31st December 1969 and confirmed that the balance 
available amounted to Sw.Frs. 64,686.53.

Eighteen requests from 15 National Societies were submitted for 
allocations from the 49th Distribution of income and the Joint Commis
sion decided to make the following allocations based on the above- 
mentioned criteria —

Burma Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 12,000.—
to purchase an ambulance for its emergency services

The ambulance was purchased through the kind services of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society. We have been informed by the Burma 
Red Cross Society of the receipt of the ambulance. We were further 
advised that the vehicle is used « to augment the Society’s ambulance 
service ».

Nepal Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 15,000.—
to purchase an ambulance for its emergency services

The ambulance is on a 24 hour service in Kathmandu and is certainly 
appreciated by the local population. It also helps a lot with the 
publicity for the Society.

Salvadorean Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 10,000.—
to purchase an ambulance for its relief activities
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Following the request of the Society, we transferred a sum of 
US$ 2,315 representing the counter-value of the allocation. An official 
receipt has been received from them, together with information on the 
purchase of a vehicle which has been transformed into an ambulance. 
Tunisian Red Crescent Society: Sw.Frs. 25,000.—
towards the costs of purchasing a 10-ton truck for its relief services

Thanks to the relief funds available at the League in favour of 
Tunisia it was possible for the League to pay the difference in cost, 
the truck costing F.Fr. 68,730 (ex-factory price). Following reports 
received, the truck arrived in Tunis on the 5th January and was put 
into circulation on 16th March 1971. The truck has been used for 
transportation of relief material from the port to the National and 
Maghreb relief warehouses and from there to the regional warehouses.

50th DISTRIBUTION - 1971 AND REPORTS ON UTILISATION
The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 

of the Fund as at 31st December 1970 and confirmed that the balance 
available amounted to Sw.Frs. 83,108.27.

Seventeen requests were submitted from 14 National Societies for 
allocations from the 50th Distribution of income and the Joint Commis
sion decided to make the following allocations based on the above- 
mentioned criteria —
Guatemala Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 17,200.—
to purchase a vehicle for its emergency relief

The vehicle purchased by the Guatemala Red Cross Society 
following the transfer of the sum allocated has permitted them to 
render numerous emergency relief services. The vehicle has been 
used notably to transport foodstuffs, equipment and personnel. It was 
of particular use during the relief operations following the Managua 
earthquake.
Haitian Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 17,200.—
to purchase equipment for the Blood Transfusion Centre

The funds transferred to the Haitian Red Cross Society have been 
used for the purchase of divers instruments, equipment and sera for 
their new Blood Transfusion Centre at Cayes. The Centre has been 
able to expand its services thanks to the valuable equipment.
Indian Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 16,000.—
to purchase a vehicle for the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres 
(Goa, Daman and Diu Branch)

The ambulance purchased through the precious assistance of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society was put into service in mid-1972. This 
Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society has since been able to increase 
the services given in the various Mother and Child Welfare Centres. 
Indonesian Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 15,000.—
to purchase an ambulance for the Disaster Preparedness Programme
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Thanks to the kindness of the Japanese Red Cross Society, an 
ambulance was purchased on behalf of the Indonesian Red Cross 
Society. We have been informed that this vehicle has been transferred 
to the Central Java Regional Board in Semarang, where it has been 
put to use during the recent disaster, and in the day to day activities.

Mali Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 17,500.— 
to purchase an ambulance for the First Aid posts

The Mali Red Cross Society has purchased an ambulance locally 
which is being used for the transport of victims of motor accidents 
on the two main arteries that links Mali with the Ivory Coast. A team 
of eight first aiders ensure the functioning of this important activity 
of the Society.

51st DISTRIBUTION - 1972 AND REPORTS ON UTILISATION
The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 

of the Fund as at 31st December 1971 and confirmed that the balance 
available amounted to Sw.Frs. 104,738.80.

Eleven National Societies submitted requests for allocations from 
the 51st Distribution of income and the Joint Commission decided to 
make the following allocations based on the above-mentioned criteria —

Botswana Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 18,000.— 
for the purchase of a vehicle for its Health Education Training Programme

The Botswana Red Cross Society has purchased a 1 W ton truck 
with the sum transferred. The vehicle has been used for the transport 
of material and personnel throughout the country.

Ceylon Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 15,000.— 
for the purchase of an ambulance for its ambulance service

Again, thanks to the kind assistance of the Japanese Red Cross 
Society, an ambulance was purchased on behalf of the beneficiary 
Society. Since the ambulance was put into service, the Society has 
been able to expand its services in the capital city and the suburbs.

Korean Red Cross Society (Rep.): Sw.Frs. 10,000.— 
for the installation of a freeze-dryer for its Blood Bank

The equipment is being used by the Korean Red Cross Society in 
the preparation of anti-sera for classification of blood groupings. The 
equipment is of immense value to the Blood Transfusion Service of 
the Society.

Pakistan Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 27,000.— 
to purchase a fully equipped mobile blood bank unit

The vehicle was purchased through the precious assistance of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society. It has been put into effective use by the 
Society and the number of donors and the amount of blood collected 
is on the increase.
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Panama Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 18,000.— 
to purchase an ambulance for its ambulance service

The sum allocated was transferred to the Society for the purchase 
of the vehicle locally. We have since been informed that the ambulance 
is being used daily by the Society and that the volume of work has 
increased.

Togolese Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 6,000.— 
for its anti-TB programme

The Society has purchased four motorcycles and material which 
are used by field teams to carry out the anti-TB programme in the 
rural areas. The activities are tied in with the national Government 
programme and the role of the Red Cross is greatly appreciated.

Upper Volta Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 7,000.— 
for the installation of First Aid posts

The purchase of material is underway.

52nd DISTRIBUTION - 1973

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 
of the Fund as at 31st December 1972 and confirmed that the balance 
available amounted to Sw.Frs. 121,048.85.

Eighteen requests were submitted by 18 National Societies for 
allocations from the 52nd Distribution of income and the Joint Com
mission decided to make the following allocations based on the above- 
mentioned criteria —

Burma Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 16,000.— 
for the purchase of a vehicle for its relief services

Cameroon Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 20,000.— 
for the purchase of a vehicle for its Blood donor recruitment service

Chilean Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 10,000.— 
for the purchase of a vehicle for its relief services

Egyptian Red Crescent Society: Sw.Frs. 14,000.— 
for the purchase of a refrigerator centrifuge for its Blood Bank

Hondurean Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 18,000.— 
for the purchase of a vehicle for its medical services

Malaysian Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 36,000.— 
for the purchase of a mobile relief operation control unit

Upper Volta Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 6,000.— 
for the completion of the installation of First Aid posts

The unused balance of Sw.Frs. 1,048.85 will be added to the income 
available for the 53rd Distribution.
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This report shows that in the period 1970-1973 the income from the 
Empress Shoken Fund enabled the Joint Commission to distribute 
Sw.Frs. 365,700 to 23 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

In its deliberations the Joint Commission has always strictly adhered 
to the Regulations of the Fund. It has further renewed its efforts to 

t obtain reports from National Societies on the utilisation of the sums
received. It wishes to emphasise that these reports are essential to 
the proper administration of the Fund. In accordance with Article 5b 
of the new Regulations adopted at the XIXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross, beneficiary Societies must submit to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross or the League of Red Cross Societies, in 
due course, a report on the use made of the allocation obtained. The 
Joint Commission recommends that these reports, which should be 
received in Geneva at the latest by 30th September of each year be 
accompanied by photographs.

ALLOCATION OF THE REVENUES OF THE EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND 
1970 — 1973

(in Swiss Francs)

365,700

Allocation 1970 1971 1972 1973 Total

Burma 12.000
El Salvador 10,000
Nepal 15,000
Tunisia 25,000 62,000
Guatemala 17,200
Haiti 17,000
India 16,000
Indonesia 15,000
Mali 17.500 82,700
Botswana 18,000
Ceylon 15,000
Korea Rep. 10,000
Pakistan 27,000
Panama 18,000
Togo 6,000
Upper Volta 7,000 101,000
Burma 16,000
Cameroon 20,000
Chile 10,000
Egypt 14.000
Honduras 18,000
Malaysia 36,000
Upper Volta 6.000 120,000
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Empress Shoken Fund
BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31. 1972

2,456,892,87

ASSETS Sw.Frs.
(expressed in 

Sw.Frs.

Securities in portfolio

Swiss bonds................................
(market value : Frs. 33,600) 60,000.—

Foreign bonds in Swiss Francs
Market value : Frs. 1,923,200) 1,915,953.90

Other foreign bonds . 
(market value : Frs. 286,864) 292,994.25

Debtors
2,268,948.15

Account receivable, withholding 
tax recoverable............................. 999.55

Current account with the League 
of Red Cross Societies . . . 5,870.74 6,870.29

Fixed deposit

Trade Development Bank, 
Geneva........................................ 100,000.—

Cash at Bank :

Swiss National Bank, Geneva . 22,252.73

Trade Development Bank, 
Geneva ......................................... 46,792.90

MM. Bordier & Cie, Geneva . 12,028.80 81,074.43

Swiss Francs)
LIABILITIES AND OWN FUNDS Sw.Frs. Sw.Frs.

Capital
Balance carried forward from 
the previous year .... 1,931,071.41

Plus :
Special contributions received 
in 1972 from the Japanese 
Government and Japanese Red 
Cross................................................ 277,019.—

2,208,090.41
Provision for loss on investment 
Provision for administrative 
expenses :

Balance carried forward from 
the previous year .... 
Transfer from the income state
ment as per the statutes .

4,253.46

6,174.20

76,197.95

Less :
10,427.66

Actual administrative expenses 
for the year 1972. 4,777.60 5,650.06

Excess of income over expenditure 
for the year ended December 31, 1972 121,048.85

TOTAL OF OWN FUNDS 2,410,987.27

Creditors (Allocations to be withdrawn). 45,905.60

2,456,892.87



SITUATION OF SECURITIES AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1972

NOMINAL VALUE 
Sw.Frs.

PURCHASE PRICE 
Sw.Frs.

MARKET VALUE 
Sw.Frs.

4 % Canton de Genève 1963/1979 50,000.— 50,000.— 46,000.— 92 %
4'/2% Crédit Foncier Vaudois 1964/1977 10,000.— 10,000.— 9,600.— 96 %
5'/2% Japan 1964/1979 200,000.— 194,054.— 198,000.— 99 %
51/2"/o Japan 1968/1983 650,000.— 639,295.— 637,000 — 98 %
63/4°/o Japan Devel. Bank 1970/1985 400,000.— 402,480.— 412,000.— 103 %
7 % Asian Devel. Bank 1971/1986 200,000.— 202,765 — 204,000.— 102 %
6 % Norges Kommunalbank 1972/1987 70,000.— 70,002.— 70,000.— 100 %
5’/4% Worldbank, Washington 1968/Nov. 1984 100,000.— 98,108.— 96,000.— 96 %
6'/2°/o Worldbank, Washington 1971/1986 160,000.— 160,000.— 168,000.— 105 ”/o
5’/2°/o Worldbank, Washington 1972/1990 150,000 — 149,250.— 144,000.— 96 %
6 % Japan 1964/1979 DM 120,000 = 140,700 — at 117.25 123,477.— 135,070.— 96 %
5’/2% Japan 1980 US$ 15,000 = 56,400.— at 3.76 59,616.— 51,852.— 92 %
6 »/o Japan Devel. Bank 1978 US$ 12,000 = 45,120 — at 3.76 48,989.— 43,315.— 96 %
b °/o Tokyo 1980 US$ 15,000 = 56,400.—at 3.76 60,912.— 52,827.— 94 %

2,288,620.— 2,268,948.— 2,267,664.—

NOTES :

u
1) As from 1.1.1969, the investments are accounted for at their purchase price.
2) Compared with the purchase price, the market value shows a depreciation of Sw.Fr. 1,284.— (= 0.06 °/o)

Sw.Fr


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1971

INCOME Sw. Frs.

Interest income from bonds................................................ 122,602.45
Interest in bank deposits....................................................... 881.80

123,484.25

EXPENSES

5 % of total income above transferred to the Provision 
for administrative expenses (article 7 of the statutes
of the Fund)...................................... __6J_7U2C

RESULT

Excess of income over expenditure for 1972 . . . U7j^^^5

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION

Balance carried forward from previous year . . . 104,738.80

Less :
Fifty-first distribution of income for the year 1971 
to seven National Red Cross Societies, according to
the decision taken by the Joint Commission on 15th
March 1972 (circular No 63 of 11th April 1972) 101,000.—

Unused balance....................................................................... 3,738.80

Excess of income over expenditure for the year 1972 . 117,310.05

BALANCE AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1972 AS PER
BALANCE SHEET....................................................... 121,048.85

AUDITORS' REPORT concerning the EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND 
as at December 31, 1972*

\Ne have examined the accounts of the EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND 
for the year ended December 31, 1972.

We confirm that :
— the balance sheet and statement of income and expenditure are 

in agreement with the books,
— the books of accounts have been properly kept,
— the foregoing statements present the true financial position of the 

Fund as at December 31, 1972 and the results of its operations 
for the year then ended.
As a result of our examination, we recommend that the accounts 

submitted be approved.

Geneva, January 29, 1973
SOCIÉTÉ FINANCIÈRE ROMANDE OFOR S.A.

’) Original in French
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