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XXII international conference of the red cross • Tehran 1973

P/7/a
plenary meetings

Teheran, 8, 14 and 1Z November 1975

• Item 7a) of the Agenda
Report of the General Commission

The General Commission met for seven sessions on
8, 10, 11 and 2 November 1975»
1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur 

and Drafting Committee
The following were elected:

Chairman: Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris
Chairman, Australian Red Cross Society

Vice-Chairmen: Prof. Dr. Berner Ludwig
President, Red Cross Society of the 
Democratic Republic of Germany.
Dr. Stephen Moosai-Maharaj 
acting Chairman, Red Cross Society 
of Trinidad and Tobago

Rapporteur Mr. Fok Fook Choon 
Vice-Chairman, Singapore Red Cross 
Society

Drafting Committee: Mr. L. Reedy
Leader of the Egyptian Government 
Delegation
Mrs. Settino
Vice-President of the Moraco Red Cross 
Society
Mr. Manuel Anton AylIon 
Secretary-General of the Spanish 
Red Cross Society.

Miss Catherine Schyrr from the International 
Committee of .the Red Cross and Mr. Arnold Rocholt from 
the League of Red Cross Societies were appointed secretaries 
to the General Commission.

The Chairman made the following four-point suggestion 
with regard to the tabling of resolutions:
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1. Draft resolutions should be submitted in writing 
and should be handed intto one of the secretaries.

2. Resolutions submitted should be compared by 
the Secretariat to ensure that they do not 
constitute repetitions of previous resolutions 
and that the_text is not too wordy.

Z. Resolutions of similar or related substance 
should be consolidated or amalgamated into 
one. The authors of various resolutions

....could form a -working party and reach agreement . 
on a single text.

4. Minor amendments in wordings would be accepted 
from the floor so long as they do not alter 
the substance of the original motions.

In making the above suggestion, the Chairman said 
that the four points were meant as a guide. They were 
not meant to inhibit or curtail the passing of resolutions. 
The suggestion was adopted.

The following items were added to ,the agenda of the 
General Commission:

1. The study of the future of the Red Cross
2. Review of the Statutes of the Red Cross
Z. Development of the Image of the Red Cross.

2. Report on the action taken on the Resolutions of the 
XXIst International Conference

The Report on the action taken on the Resolutions 
of the XXIst International Conference was presented and 
received with thanks.

Z(a) Report on activities of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross

In introducing the report on the activities of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Maunoir read an address on behalf of the Mr.~R. Gallopin, 
President of the Executive Council of the 1CRC, who could 
not be present because’ of other very pressing duties.

In his address, Mr. Gallopin skatched briefly the 
broad outline of ICRC operations since 1969 in Indo
Chian, the Asian sub-continent, Europe, Africa, Latin 
America-, • the Middle East and other parts of the world.

• • • / • • •
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The., brief survey gave a good idea of what the ICRCr . 
had been able to do and also one of what it had to 
leave undone due to legal or political obstacles and 
the difficulties 'which it had not been entirely able 
to overcome*

Spontaneous applause from the floor came at the 
conclusion of the address. The Chairman expressed his 
thanks for the address and his appreciation of the 
difficulties the ICRC had to face in carrying out its 
role.

The Commission discussed the four-year report on 
the activities of the ICRC presented by the Maunoir. 
a very long and exhaustive debate followed in which 
many issues were revised. In the course of the debate, 
various sections of the report were commented upon; the 
hijacking incident in the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea, Red Cross assistance given by the Chilean 
Ped Cross Society and the ICRC to detainees in Chile 
following the recent change of government, and the Middle 
East situation.

The Commission adopted a resolution (Annex I) urging 
the ICRC to continue its efforts to provide indispensable 
humanitarian aid to victims of conflicts and calling 
on the competent authorities to allow the Committee 
to carry out its activity unhampered by any restrictive 
conditions alien to the spirit and letter of the Geneva 
Conventions.

.mother reslution, (-rnnex II) affirming the applica-1 
bility of the Fourth Geneva Convention to the terri
tories in the Middle East occupied as a result of the 
June 1967 conflict and calling on the Parties concerned 
to comply with their obligations under this Convention, 
and particularly to facilitate the return of people 
to their homes and their re-integration into their 
communities, gave rise to a long debate in which a great 
number of delegations both Red Cross and Governmental, 
participated. Various amendments were proposed but 
were rejected when put to the vote. The resolution as 
proposed was adopted by a large majority with one 
dissenting vote and four abstentions.

a draft resolution on the application of the 
Third Geneva Convention, relative to the treatment of 
pfisohets of war in the Middle East conflict was 
submitted. Discussion on the draft resolution was 
terminated when the Commission decided by majority 
vote to proceed to the next item of business on the
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agenda. The President of the ICRC, Dr. Martin., 
pointed out, with regret that the decision gave satis
faction to no one, and that the draft resolution 
concerned a problem which existed at the present time 
in the Middle East, several delegations regretted 
the adoption of this procedure.

Discussion was re-opened when a new draft resolution 
on the same subject was submitted by a group of dele
gations. a long debate followed during which an 
amendment was proposed. No agreement appeared to be 
forthcoming on the draft resolution or the amendment, 
.¿n appeal was made for the sponsors of the resolution 
and the amendment to get together to work out an 
acceptable solution.

The draft resolution and the amendment were with
drawn by the sponsors when a new draft resolution was 
submitted calling on all parties to be Middle East 
conflict for total application of all other Geneva 
Conventions, in particular of those provisions which 
relate to the treatment of prisoners of war, the sick 
and wounded and civilian victims of the conflict. This 
resolution (Annex III) was adopted unanimously.

Another resolution (Annext IV) on the accounting 
for the Missing and Dead in Armed Conflicts was 
adopted unanimously.

The report of the ICRC was received with thanks 
and referred to the Plenary Conference.

5(b) Report on the League of Red Cross Societies
Mr. Henrick Beer, Secretary-General of the League 

presented the General Report of activities of the 
League of Red Cross Societies for the period 1969 - 
1975 (Document CGL/9/1 - a/5b). He drew attention to 
the pictorial and statistical form of presentation 
which would give at glance some indication of the work 
and activities of the period 1969 - 1975» He pointed 
out that in the last three years the League had, on an 
average, launched one disaster relief appeal per 
fortnight. He also briefly drew attention to the 
various aspects of the work of the League in development 
programmes, health, accident prevention, blood 
programme, environment protection, social and community 
services and youth programmes. He also mentioned the 
close co-operation the League had with National 
Societies, the ICRC, Governments, the UN Secretariat 
and other UN agencies. He concluded his presentation 
by thanking National Societies for their willingness 
to use the Federation and Governments for their 
contributions to the League.

• • • / • • •
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Mr. Olof Stroh, Director of the Indochina 
Operational Group, presented a report on IOG activities. 
He outlined the Group's programmes and stressed that 
projects were drawn up in consultation with the 
National Societies and the authorities of the countries 
being assisted. The total cost of the programme was 
110 million Swiss Francs. There was currently a 
shortfall of 60 million Swiss Francs, half of this sum 
was needed immediately for emergency assistance projects.

The Commission approved the reports with thanks and 
referred them to the Plenary Conference.

5(b)/bis The Study of the Future of the Red Cross
Mr. Kair ./arras, Chairman of the joint committee 

for the re-appraisal of the Red Cross and Mr. D. 
Tansley, Director of the Big Study jointly presented 
a progress report. A brief resume of the research 
plan and work done to date was given and a network of 
eighteen studies each designed to fit, reinforce and 
check other studies wai5 outlined. The study would 
cover all the institutions of the Red Cross and include 
the purposes of the Red Cross, Relief, Red Cross 
Development Programme, Community Services, the motivation 
of Red Cross Institutions, Principles and Values. 
Present and Future Needs.

Part of the study was already underway and it 
was emphRoized that National Red Cross Societies should 
be actively involved in giving views on the evaluation 
of the organisation. Practical proposals on the subject 
would also be sought from representatives of Govern
ments, UN organisations and non-governmental agencies.

The Commission expressed great interest in t tis 
study and unanimously approved the report.

3(c) Reports on activities of National Red Cross Societies
Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary-General of the League 

informed delegates that 48 National Red Cross Societies 
had so far submitted reports on the activities. He 
commented on the high standards of the reports and 
recommended that delegates read them at leisure^ 
when they returned to their countries.

The Commission received the report with thanks.
3(d) Report on the Standing Commission

The report of the Standing Commission for the 
period 1968-1973, presented by Lady Limerick was

•••/...
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greeted with applause. The report would be submitted to 
the Plenary Meeting of the Conference. The Standing 
Commission was congratulated for its wise choice of 
Teheran for this Conference. The Standing Commission 
examined a number of questions, in particular the 
status and categories of observers to be invited to 
attend International Conferences. It was hoped that 
the study of this matter would be continued having in 
mind the XXIIIrd International Conference of the 
Ped Cross. The General Commission expressed its high 
appreciation fha?the report.

5(d)/bis Review of the Statutes of National Red Cross Societies
The Council of Delegates had referred the matter.— 

of "Control of the Statutes of National Red Cross 
Societies" to the general Commission. There was consi
derable debate in the Council of Delegates and a draft 
resolution was tabled.

An amendment to the draft resolution was presented 
to the Commission and approved unanimously. The 
amended resolution is at-annex V.

4(a) Revision of the principles and rules for Red Cross 
disaster relief ~ ~ ~ ’

Mr. Robert-Sissot presented a draft resolution 
modifying articles 1Z, 17, 19, 20, 25 and 27 of the 
Principles and Rules for Red Cross Disaster Relief. 
The resolution (Annex VI) was unanimously adopted.

4(b)Co-operation between the Red Cross and the Unibed Nations 
in the field of disaster relief

Mr. Franck N. Berkol, United Nations Disaster 
Relief co-ordinator was invited to address the General 
Commission. He expressed his thanks for the opportunity 
of addressing, the Commission and gave an- account of 
events leading to the establishment of the office of the 
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) in 
1971 by a resolution of the General assembly of the 
United Nations. He spoke of the close and excellent 
co-operation that his office had with Red Cross from the 
very outset and in the twenty-five or more disaster situa
tions which his office had so far been involved. He affirmed 

• • • / •
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his conviction that, contrary to fears of over-la.ping and 
even of competition, both UNDRO .and. Red -Cross were'needed 
on the world scene today, that both were complementary and 
that there were the g eatest advantages, in a close and 
confident co-operation.

The Chairman, in thanking Mr. Berkol for his address, 
said that there need be no- fear of overlapping with effective 
co-operation between UNDRO and Red Cross.

Mr. Rogers, the representative of world Meteorological 
Organisation also made a statement on the co-operation of /MO 
with Red Cross in the need for improved measures to combat 
the toll of natural disasters. He divided these measures 
into four stages - monitoring*, "warni -g, preparedne 3s and 
relief. He conclud'd by affirming that the co-operation 
between ddO and .ted Cross would grow and strengthen in the 
ye rs ahead.

Mr. Harks, the representative of UNICEF also made a 
statement on his organisation’s co-operation with Red Cross 
on relief matters. He said his organisation was primarily 
interested in the relief of children and mothers in disaster 
situations a.id he welcomed the prec oitionery measures in
cluding the stock-piling of supplies.

hr. ■‘¿obert Pierpont, .. Under-Secretary general of the 
League, presented the report on Co-operation between the 
Red Cross and the United Nations in the field of disaster 
relief. He said that it vas noted with great satisfaction 
the remarks made by His.Imperial Majesty, concerning disaster 
relief and the need to keep abreast of the times in the 
planning for and execution of relief activities as well as 
other activities of the Red Cross.

Mr, Pierpont said that the report had already been 
presented twice in other meetin ,s and he would therefore 
not dwell on it in detail. He emphasised the close co
operation and mutual confidence that the League had with UN 
agencies such as UNDRO, KIO, UNICEF, 7HO and others. À 
resolution (Annex VII) aimed at strengthening this co-operation 
was unanimously adopted.



4(c) Follow-up to Resolution No.5 of the Council of Delegates 
(Mexico City) "xlelief operations in armed conflicts. "■ ■

Mr. Kai Narras, presented the report on Relief 
Operations in Armed Conflicts. He briefly took the meeting 
through the Report and clarified that the document did not 
introduce any new principle as regard the role of National 
Societies within their own national boundaries. He.:c;aid. the 
document. was am'interpretation. of;.the agre.emenU between
ICRC and the- League. tile agreed, wholeheartedly with a sugges
tion that relief; delegates should bp.properly;recruited 
.and trained.. The report was accepted with thanks.

4(d) Relief operation aims and methods
The Norwegian Red Cross Society presented a report 

on an international whokshop in relief to civilian population 
in times of armed conflicts held in -august 1972 at Gol, 
Norway, and a resolution.

In con-gratulating the Norwegian Red Cross Society 
for its initiative in organising the seminar, a number of 
delegates, both Red Cross and Governmental, spoke of their 
own plans for disaster-preparedness, the need to train 
disaster relief personnel., the need for an eff ctive system 
of communications, regional stockpiling of supplies, the 
problems of management, co-ordinatipn and identification of 
needs and resou ces.

The resolution (Annex VIII) was unanimously adopted
after two slight amendments.

The Commission noted with concern the e rthquake in 
Shiraz and expressed its sympathy to the victims of this disaster.
4/bis Development of the -ted Cross Image

hr. Marc Gazay, Director of Information at the ueague, 
introduced tie subject of the development of the .ted Cross 
Image in diich he emphasised the importance of having an 
effective public relations and publicity'pr.ôgra me using all 
the facilities of the mass media to inform the public not only 
of the work of the Red Cross but its needs, its ideals and 
its principles, a resolution (.Annex IX) enanling the whole 
Red Cross to promote ios image still further vis-a-vis world 
public opinion was unanimously adopted after two minor amendments.

.../■. • •
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Another resolution on the same subject inviting t.xe 
ICRC and the League to implement the plan of action as 
approved by the Board of Governors of the League and the 
Council of Delegates was also adopted with minor amendments 
(Annex X)¿.

5. The Red Cross as a factor in World Peace
A number of delegates made statements on World Peace. 

Two resolutions (Annex XVI and XVII) on this subject were 
adopted unanimously after minor amendments.

The General Commission closed its session at 5.25 p.m. 
on 12 November 1975, a warm tribute was paid to the Chairman, 
Sir Geoffrey Newman-Morris for the admirable and patient 
manner in which he had conducted the meetings. Sir Geoffrey 
reciprocated by thanking the delegates for their understanding 
and co-operation.

T. 257



ANNEX ï

/ /

Original: French

The XXIInd International Conference of the Fed Cross,
having noted the work which the International Committee of 
the Fed Cross has been carrying out on behalf of the victims 
of conflicts which, unhappily, have continued or which have 
broken out since the XXIst International Conference of the 
Fed Cross,

tno-ting, however, with concerns that this work encounters all 
too often insurmountable obstacles resulting in particular 
from a restrictive interpretation by certain belligerents 
of the humanitarian obligations incumbent on them under the 
terms of the Geneva Conventions,
recalling, in this connection, that these Conventions to 
provide essential protection for the human person constitute 
solemn commitments vis-a-vis the whole international community, 
and that the application of the provisions contained therein 
cannot therefore be subject to reciprocity or to political 
or military considerations,
considering it essential that Fed Cross relief action, 
carried out by the International Committee of the Fed Cross 
in co-operation with National Societies and their Federation, 
the League of Fed Cross Societies, should be speedily 
available to the victims of every kind of armed conflict in 
order effectively to relieve human suffering and ensure 
respect for the human person in all circumstances, which are 
the fundamental aims of the Fed Cross,
requests the International Committee of the Fed Cross, acting 
in the name of the community of nations and the whole Fed 
Cross movement, to persevere in its efforts to continue to 
provide essential humanitarian assistance to victims of 
conflicts,
invites the authorities concerned to permit in all circumstan
ces the accomplishment of the International Committee's work 
without subjecting it to conditions or demands which are alien 
to the spirit and the letter of the Geneva conventions, of 
which the provisions are binding on all and are not conditional 
upon reciprocity.



ANNEX II

Original: English.

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION

THE XXIInd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS
HAVING CONSIDERED the Report of the ICRC on its 

activities from 1969 to 1972, the provisional Report on 
its activities from the 1st of January to the 30th of June 
1973, and isrs annual report of 1972.

DEEPLY CONCERNED on the immense sufferings of the 
civilian population of the occupied territories in the 
Middle East, resulting from the non-application of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of August 12th 194-9 relative to 
the protection of civilians in time of war.

CONSCIOUS of the fact that the Parties to the Geneva 
Conventions have undertaken, not only to respect, but 
also to ensure respect for the Conventions in all circums
tances.

RECALLING its Resolution X of.the XXIst International 
Conference of the Red Cross on the implementation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention and the action taken by the ICRC 
in pursuance of this Resolution.

EXPRESSES once more its deep concern for the situation 
of the civilian Population of the occupied territories in 
the Middle East,

AFFIRMS the applicability of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention to the territories occupied as a result of 
the June 1967 conflict,

• •. / ».



GALLS upon the Parties concerned to acknowledge 
and to comply with their obligations under the Fourth 
Geneva Convention,

REQUESTS the authorities concerned to fulfil their 
humanitarian obligations in facilitating the return 
of people to their homes and their reintergration into 
their communities.

EXPRESSES its thanks to the ICRC and its Delegates 
to the Middle East for their continuous efforts in 
this region.



Annex III
Original: English

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross having 
already approved a resolution calling for the total application 
by the parties to the Middle East conflict of the 4th Geneva 
Convention,

calls with equal urgency for the total application by the 
same parties of all the other Geneva Conventions, and in 
particular of those provisions which relate to the treatment 
of prisoners of war, the sick and wounded and civilian victims 
of the conflict.



Annex IV
Original: English

Accounting for the Missing and Dead in Armed-
Conflicts

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
recognizing that one of the tragic consequences of armed 

conflicts is a lack of information on persons of all parties 
who are missing or who have died, including those who died in 
captivity, and

in conformity with the humanitarian traditions of the Red 
Cross, and with the spirit of the Geneva Conventions of 194-9:

calls on parties to armed conflicts, during hostilities 
and after cessation of hostilities, to help locate and care for 
the graves of the dead, to facilitate the disinterment and 
return of remains, and to provide information about those who 
are missing in action;

Further calls on parties to armed conflicts to cooperate 
with protecting powers, with the ICRC and its Central Tracing 
Agency, and with such other appropriate bodies as may be 
established for this purpose, and in particular national Red 
Cross societies, to accomplish the humanitarian mission of 
accounting for the dead and missing, including those belonging 
to third countries not parties to the armed conflict.



Annex V

REVIEW OF STATUTES CF NATIONAL SOCIETIES

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that National Societies are recognized 

by the ICRC and admitted to the League after verification that 
their Statutes fulfil the conditions for recognition and admission, 
as laid down by international meetings of the Red Cross,

considering that National Societies shall always 
comply with the basic principles of the Red Cross movement in 
order to retain valid membership of the International Red Cross,

considering further that if the Statutes of a 
National Society cease to be in conformity with the conditions 
for recognition and admission, that Society would lay itself 
open to question,

decides that any Society wishing to change its 
Statutes on points relating to the conditions for recognition 
and admission will submit such changes to the ICRC and the 
League, and will take their recommendations into account.



Annex VI

MODIFICATION OF THE PRINCIPLES AND RULSS FOR RED CROSS 
DISASTER RELIEF

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
Recommends that articles 1Z, 17, 19, 20, 2Z and 27 

of the Principles and Rules for Red Cross Disaster Relief, 
adopted by the XXIst International Conference (Resolution XXIV) 
be replaced by the following versions:
Article 1Z. Zrd paragraph (revised version)

"The League can, however, take the initiative to offer 
special assistance, even though the National Society has not 
asked for it. The National Society will consider such offers 
with urgency and goodwill, bearing in mind the spirit in which 
they are made."
Article 17«

" /hen, as a result of a League appeal or as a result 
of mutual agreement or other special circumstances, a National 
Society gives assistance to the Society of a stricken country 
it will immediately inform the League. Such information shall 
contain the amount of gifts in cash and all available data on 
gift in kind, including quantity, value and means of transport
ation. "
Article 19. (revised version)

" .hen a National Society asks for international assist
ance the League will assign to this National Society a Liaison 
Officer or a team of delegates, whose name or names will be 
communicated to it as rapidly as possible and whose number will 
depend on the magnitude of the disaster.

The chief delegate will be responsible for the 
judicious and effective utilization of the team of experts with 
a view to helping the National Society with such activities as 
the reception, warehousing and distribution of relief supplies 
received from abroad, information, communication and with all 
other activities that will contribute to the effectiveness both 
of the relief operation itself, undertaken by the National 
Society involved, and of the assistance of sister Societies.

All staff assigned by the League will have the task 
of assisting the National Society and not of taking over its 
basic responsibilities.

• • • / • •
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The chief delegate should be given all facilities to 
send to the League by the most rapid means all the information 
likely to enable it to back up its appeals to National Societies 
and inform them as fully as possible on the needs resulting from 
the disaster and then on the use made of the relief received. 
He should advise the National Society concerned of the measures 
taken and foreseen both by the League and the National Societies 
which are giving it their support."
Article 20> (revised version)

"A National Society which benefits from the assistance 
of sister Societies will give the League liaison officer the 
opportunity to see on the spot the use made of the gifts received.
Article 20 A (new)

A National Society which receives cash donations from 
sister Societies and the League shall submit to the latter half- 
yearly statements of the use of such funds, until such time as a 
final statement can be presented, showing in detail the origin 
of cash donations and their use over the whole period. These 
interim and final statements shall wherever possible be submitted 
within three months of the end of the period to which they relate.

The final statements shall be examined and reported on 
either by Public Accountants, or by Auditors recognized by the 
Government of the country concerned. In relief actions contin
uing for more than one year such examination and reporting shall 
also be carried out annually, until the relief action is com
pleted.

For donations in kind, statements showing the origin 
and use of such contributions shall be submitted to the League 
each half year and also finally at the end of the relief action; 
no examination or reporting by auditors is required.
Article 2Z. 2nd paragraph (revised version)

"A beneficiary Society may in no event use cash gifts 
received to cover its administrative expenses included in its 
ordinary budget, nor may a beneficiary Society transfer cash 
gifts donated to it to another organization or group for use by 
that organization or group."
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Article 27. (revised version)
"Assistance donated by a National Society to a stricken 

country will always be sent through Red Gross channels; it will 
either be made directly to the National Society or through the 
intermediary of the League. Funds sent to the League will be 
specifically earmarked for the disaster for which they are 
contributed and will either be sent to the National Society of 
the stricken country or, with its concurrence, utilised by the 
League according to the needs of the relief operation.

National Societies and the League may agree to transmit 
to a stricken country relief from non-Red Gross sources. In 
such cases, however, the relief will be utilised by the National 
Society or, with its concurrence, by the League in conformity 
with the present rules."



ANNEX VII
Ori ginal: Engli sh

Cooperation with UNDRO

The XXIInd International Conference of the led Cross,

Following with interest the activities of the Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) 
established following Resolution No. 2816 (XXVI) of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations for the purpose of 
mobilizing, directing and coordinating relief assistance in 
cases of disaster,

Recognizing the role of Governmental and non-governmental 
agencies and in particular of the League of Red Cross Societies 
and the ICRC in disaster relief and disaster preparedness,

Being aware of the active involvement of the Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in disaster 
preparedness and coordination of Relief,

Recalling Resolution XXV adopted by the International 
Conference of the Red Cross held in Istanbul in 1969,

Noting with satisfaction, the good cooperation already 
existing between United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator 
and, notably the League of Red Cross Societies,

Requests the League of Red Cross Societies, the ICRC 
and National Societies to maintain and further strengthen 
their association with the Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Coordinator with a view to effecting closer 
cooperation and coordination in the field of disaster 
preparedness and relief.



ANNEX VIII

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,

Noting the report from the Conference /orkshop on the aims 
and methods of relief operations in armed conflicts, held in 
Norway in August 1973,

Referring to Resolution No. XXVI entitled "Declaration of 
principle for international humanitarian relief to the civilian 
population in disaster situations" approved at the XXIst 
International Conference of the Red Cross in Istanbul in 1969,

Mindful of the need to improve relief operations in 
cases of catastrophy whether natural or man-made,

Stressing the need to extend advance preparations for this 
purpose,

Emphasizing that the primary responsibility rests with the 
national and local authorities of the stricken country or 
territory,

Emphasizing also the responsibility of the international 
community to be prepared for assistance when this is called 
for by such national and local authorities,
Recommends:

A. at the national and local levels;
that preparations for relief be made through national 

and local emergency plans;
that arrangements be made for the establishment of 

revolving stocks and the planning for the 
mobilization of supplies;

that national and local personnel be trained to take 
part in relief operations;

that preparations be made in the fields of medicine 
and of food and nutrition, including the collection 
of advance information on the Public Health 
situation and on food and dietary habits;

B. at the international level:
an appropriate disaster relief plan should be drawn 

up;
International centres for education and organized 

training of selected relief personnel should be 
set up;

• • • / ...
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UNDRO and the International Red Gross, co-operating 
with other international agencies, should be 
the local point in the main coordination of 
relief, including in particular the advance 
collection of information on a global level.

Requests:
C. the ICRC and the League to follow up the above 

re commendations.

4



Annex IX
Original: French

PROMOTION OF THE RED CROSS IMaGE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

The XXIInd. International Confe ence of the Red Cross,
Considering that the Ned Cross, Red Crescent and 

Red Lion and Sun movement is, through its principles and 
its services, entirely at the service of suffering and 
needy humanity;

Considering that the aims of the Red Cross movement 
can he achieved only with the active support of individuals 
and peoples;

Considering that humanity's needs, both in time 
of peace and in time of war, require the mobilization on 
a permanent basis not only of Red Cross forces and resources 
but also those of the whole community;

Considering further that better knowledge of Red 
Cross principles and action will promote its development 
and ability to serve, and that public acceptance of such 
principles and action has a decisive influence on the 
movement's future;

Observing the constantly increasing importance of 
the mass media in this connection as a means of reaching 
and educating the public;

Notes with satisfaction the increasingly close 
co-operation between the ICRC, the League and National 
Societies in the promotion of a Red Cross public image 
which, whilst reflecting the respective roles of each, 
portrays the movement's unity;

Urges National Societies to increase their efforts 
in the field of information and public relations, on which 
the development of their human and material resources, and 
hence their activities, depends to an increasing degree;

Appeals to governments and to all other public 
institutions to support by every means at their disposal 
the efforts of National Society in the fields of publicity 
and information and, whenever it is in their power to do so, 
to promote access by the Red Cross - at both national 
and international level - to the mass media, for the further
ance of humanitarian activities in periods of crisis and 
in normal times.



Annex X
Original: English

image of the red cross

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross,
Conscious of the absolute necessity to safeguard 

the Principles and Declarations of the Fed Cross, and to 
maintain its image in the eyes of the public,

Desirous of interpreting through action the 
Humanitarian Principles repeatedly declared by International 
Conferences of the Fed Cross,

aware of the fact that the Red Cross can be a major 
contributing factor to World Peace,

Condemns all forms of racism and racial discrimination 
at all levels and which might occur within National Ned 
Cross Societies,

Congratulates the Board of Governors of the League 
of Ped Cross .societies for having set up a working group 
to study "The Cole of the Ped Cross in the Elimination of 
Racism and Racial Discrimination",

Invites the I.C.R.C. the League of Red Cross 
Societies and National Red Cross societies, to implement 
the Plan of action as approved by the Board of Governors 
of the League and by the Council of Delegates.



ANNEX XI
Original: English

The Ned Cross as a Factor in vorld
Peace

The XXIInd International Red Cross Conference,
Convinced that for the implementation of the tasks, 

entrusted to the Red Cross of protecting human health and 
life, or preventing people from suffering, of establishing 
mutual understanding, friendship, cooperation and lasting 
peace among nations, it is necessary further to develop and 
strengthen the role of the International Red Cross as a Factor 
in Forld Peace,

expressing its deep concern with the sufferings of 
peoples in a number of areas of the world where armed conflicts, 
occupation of territories, racial discrimination and genocide 
still take place,

welcoming the efforts and processes aimed at the 
relaxation of tension and strengthening the world peace,

- declares its support of the activities of the United 
Nations and other International Organizations in strengthening 
peace in the world,

- calls upon the governments that, in international 
relations, they be guided by the ideals of peace, equality, 
and good neighbourhood based on the principles of peaceful 
co-existence,

- appeals to the governments to continue their efforts 
to achieve agreements on arms race limitation and disarmament,

- recommends that the issue of further development and 
the strengthening the role of the International Red Cross as a 
Factor of 7orld Peace be included for examination into the 
programme on reappraisal of the role of the Red Cross,

- calls upon the ICRC, the League and the National 
Societies to intensify their actions for peace, human rights 
and basic freedoms and to undertake in cooperation with the 
governments further actions for wider dissemination among 
the public of the ideas of the humanitarian essence of the 
Red Cross.
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