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OPERATIONS

Procedure in ICRC visits to places of detention

The activities briefly described in the present report 
include visits to places of detention. Whether the visits were 
made under the Third and Fourth Conventions (prisoners of war 
and civilian internees) or under Article 3 common to the four 
Conventions (internal disturbances, political detainees), the 
procedure followed by the ICRC was virtually the same.

With the agreement of the authorities concerned, the 
delegates freely visit places of detention and talk with detain
ees of their own choice without witnesses. The reports on such 
visits are sent to the detaining authorities and to the prison
ers' own government in cases of international armed conflict. 
Where the situation is such as described in Article 3, the re
port is sent to the detaining power alone.

To avoid tedious repetition, this procedure will not be 
mentioned in the part of the report covering visits to places of 
detention, unless by way of exception.
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AFRICA

During the first half of 1973, the International Commit
tee of the Red Cross continued its activities in Africa through 
its regional delegations in Yaounde and Addis Ababa and the 
special missions from Geneva.

In their contacts with Red Cross and government officials, 
ICRC delegates stressed the need for a more widespread dissemina
tion of humanitarian principles in the continent, particularly 
among the young, whether attending school or in the army. The 
delegates urged African Governments to make greater use of the 
school textbook "The Red Cross and My Country", which instils 
into children the principles of the Red Cross, and of the 
"Soldier's Manual", which teaches soldiers the essential provi
sions of the Geneva Conventions. The delegates also described 
the importance which the ICRC attaches to participation by 
African States in current work on the development of internation
al humanitarian law and especially in the Diplomatic Conference 
scheduled to be held in Geneva in the spring of 1974. (The im
portance of the African contribution to the 1974 Conference was 
stated in a resolution adopted by Heads of State at the tenth 
annual Assembly of the Organization of African Unity),

The ICRC regional delegates for West Africa and East 
Africa saw Rational Red Cross Society installations in the coun
tries visited, in some of which they lectured in public about 
the Red Cross, its role and its activities in the world. They 
followed up contacts already established with representatives of 
liberation movements. Lastly, the ICRC delegates continued to 
visit places of detention in several countries.

The ICRC provided relief in the form of numerous consign
ments of food and medicaments and aided Rational Society activ
ities by means of cash donations. A summary enumeration 
of relief supplied will be found on page 13.



WEST AFRICA

The two regional delegates for West Africa, based at 
Yaounde (Cameroon), carried out several missions during the 
first half of 1973.

They went to the Central African Republic, Chad, Dahomey, 
the Gambia, Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, the Higer, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone and the Upper Volta. In each country, the 
delegates had talks with Red Cross officers and government 
officials about Red Cross activities throughout the world, espe
cially in Africa, and about problems such as the drought in the 
Sahelian countries.

The ICRC delegates saw places of detention in three 
countries. In Cameroon they visited four prisons, in the Gambia 
three, and in Liberia two. Following those visits, the delegates 
offered comments and suggestions to the competent authorities - 
subsequently confirmed in reports sent by the ICRC - and dis
tributed relief supplies to the detainees, chiefly in the form 
of medicaments.

EAST AFRICA

The ICRC delegate-general for Africa went to Addis Ababa, 
seat of the ICRC delegation for East Africa, in the spring of 
1973. Accompanied by his assistant, the delegate-general met 
officers of the Ethiopian Red Cross and conferred with govern
ment authorities. Contact was also made with the Director of 
the Political Department of the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), with whom the participation of African States in the 
drafting of international humanitarian law was discussed.

Like their colleagues in West Africa, the ICRC regional 
delegates for East Africa carried out several missions in the 
course of which they contacted the Rational Societies and gov
ernments of the countries in their zone. They also went to 
Madagascar, Swaziland and Tanzania.
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Rwanda

In Rwanda, the ICRC concerned itself with the fate of 
the Tutsi minority and particularly with that of persons who, 
because they were unable to prove their status (for want of a 
residence permit, working permit, etc.), had been interned in 
’’screening centres”. Having been authorized to do so, the ICRC 
regional delegate visited the Nyamata centre twice in April 1973, 
and there distributed relief supplies.

Further, in March the ICRC delegate visited eleven pris
ons in Rwanda, where he saw some 2,000 detainees. Following 
this round of visits, the ICRC assigned a credit of 70,000 
Swiss francs as its contribution to a programme for the improve
ment of detention conditions.

Sudan

The European Economic Community (EEC) having donated 
2,635 tons of wheat flour to Sudan, through the ICRC, the head 
of the ICRC Relief Service went to that country in March 1973 
to co-operate in organizing a programme of distribution by the 
Sudanese Red Crescent and Government. The ICRC representative 
visited various areas and ascertained the use which had been 
made of a previous EEC donation of 300 tons of powdered milk.

PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES IN AFRICA

Angola

In May, an ICRC delegate and doctor-delegate from Geneva 
visited three prisons and a military hospital in Angola, where 
they saw some 1,900 detainees held for reasons or offences of a 
political nature.

During their stay in Angola, the ICRC delegates met 
civil and military authorities in different parts of the country 
and visited district chapters of the Portuguese Red Cross.
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Mozambique

In January 1975, the ICRC was approached by the Zambian 
Government regarding two Zambian soldiers who had been captured 
by the Portuguese armed forces in December 1972 and interned in 
Tete, Mozambique. The Lusaka authorities asked the ICRC to 
approach the Portuguese Government with a view to securing the 
release of the two men. Enquiries made of the Portuguese author
ities elicited the information that the two soldiers had been 
released on 18 April near the town of Peira, on the border 
between Zambia and Mozambique.

South Africa

An ICRC mission to South Africa took place in the first 
half of May. The ICRC delegate-general for Africa and his 
assistant visited three prisons and saw some 400 prisoners 
sentenced for endangering the security of the State.

Earlier, talks had been held with Red Cross leaders and 
government officials in Cape Town.

LATIN AMERICA

The ICRC's activities in Latin America consisted mainly 
in contacts with National Red Cross Societies and governments 
and visits to places of detention.

The ICRC delegate-general for Latin America made two 
trips which took him to some ten countries, while the regional 
delegates based in Caracas visited six. The ICRC representatives 
raised the question of the development of international humani
tarian law and, in particular, the question of participation by 
Latin American States in the 1974 Diplomatic Conference. 
A further subject discussed was the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions to extend the teaching of humanitarian principles 
among the young, whether attending school or in the army. 
Several universities agreed to introduce courses on humanitarian 
law.
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ICRC material assistance was continued during the first 
half-year in the form of consignments of medicaments and food 
and cash donations in support of National Society activities. 
(See page 19).

Delegate-general's missions

The ICRC delegate-general for Latin America carried out- 
two assignments during the first half of the year.

The first, from 8 March to 20 April, took him to 
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and 
Brazil. In each country, the delegate-general visited National 
Red Cross Society installations and met Red Cross leaders. 
He had talks with government officials and lectured on humani
tarian law in several universities.

During his stay in Colombia, the ICRC delegate-general 
saw detainees in three prisons, some of them held for reasons or 
offences of a political nature. At the close of each visit he 
distributed medicaments.

The delegate-general devoted his stay in Brazil to the 
ICRC's Amazon programme and in that context met the President of 
FUNAI (National Indian Foundation) and a number of government 
officials. On his way back he saw the Deputy Director-General 
of PAO (United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization) in 
Rome.

The delegate-general's second mission, in June, was to 
the Caribbean. He has close contacts with government authori
ties and, above all, with National Societies in the Bahamas, 
Haiti and Jamaica. In the latter country, the ICRC representa
tive attended the regional training institute organized by the 
League of Red Cross Societies at Oracabessa.

Regional Delegations

The ICRC regional delegates for Central America and the 
Caribbean and South America carried out various missions, from 
January to the end of June, visiting Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia and Mexico.
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In each country, the ICRC delegates were welcomed by 
leaders of the National lied Cross Society, whose installations 
they visited in the capital and in the provinces. The ICRC 
delegates also had talks with government officials, with whom 
they discussed the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions among 
the armed forces and the young, the development of international 
humanitarian law, and participation by Latin American States in 
the Diplomatic Conference scheduled to be held in 1974. Lastly, 
in a number of countries they met rectors of universities and 
professors of public law, who agreed to introduce into the 
syllabus a course on the Geneva Conventions and international 
humanitarian law.

The ICRC regional delegates also saw places of detention 
in the different countries. They visited the prisons under the 
responsibility of the Uruguayan Ministry of the Interior and 
Ministry of National Defence ; those of the Argentine Federal 
Penitentiary Service, of the joint General Staff of the armed 
forces or provincial governors; a prison in Chile; places of 
detention run by the Ministry of Justice and military authorities 
in Colombia, and, lastly, several prisons in Mexico. The dele
gates also visited places of detention in Venezuela, seat of the 
ICRC regional delegation.

ICRC medical assistance programme in the
Brazilian Amazon region

The ICRC carried on preparations for the programme of 
medical assistance to the Indian population of the Brazilian 
Amazon region.

The first official meeting of the Amazon Co-ordinating 
Committee was held at ICRC headquarters on 23 and 24 May. 
It comprised officials of the Brazilian Red Cross and FUNAI and 
representatives of donor countries, the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the ICRC. The President of the ICRC was appointed 
honorary president of the Committee. The meeting discussed a 
number of practical and technical problems.

It will be recalled that the programme of medical 
assistance to the Indian population provides for the establish
ment of mobile medical teams equipped with transport facilities 
of their own (boats and aircraft) in various sectors of the 
Brazilian Amazon region. The first team was to leave in the 
summer of 1973. Before proceeding to the Amazon region, the 
teams were to attend a several-week training course, in Geneva 
and Brasilia.
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:ASIA

INDO-CHINA

With the imminent prospect of a cease-fire in Indo-China, 
the ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies established, as 
far back as October 1972, an operational group responsible for 
pooling Red Cross resources and aligning plans of action for 
effective and rational assistance to the victims of the conflict.

From its inception, the Indo-China Operational Group 
(IOG), directed by Mr. Olof Stroh, Secretary General of the 
Swedish Red Cross, drew up preliminary plans which were submitted 
to the various authorities and to Red Cross organizations in 
Indo-China. The activities of the Red Cross in that part of the 
world are described in a special joint report submitted to the 
XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross by the ICRC and 
the League.

The ICRC continued to concern itself with the lot of 
prisoners of war, who were due to be released after the cease
fire, or who had been captured in the fighting following the 
cease-fire. ICRC delegates made several visits to the Republic 
of Vietnam, where they saw a prisoner-of-war camp and three 
military hospitals. In Laos, too, the ICRC visited prisoners of 
war in two places of detention.

The ICRC also expressed disquiet regarding civilian 
detainees. The provisions of the Paris Agreements concerning 
such prisoners laid down that the two South Vietnamese parties 
should, within fifteen days after the cease-fire came into effect 
agree upon the designation of two or more National Red Cross 
Societies to visit all places where the captured and detained 
Vietnamese civilian personnel were held /3f. Art. 9 (b) of the 
Protocol of prisoners/'. Moreover, the question of the return of 
Vietnamese civilian personnel captured and detained in South 
Vietnam was to be resolved within ninety days after the cease
fire came into effect /cf. Art. 8 (c) of the Agreement/.
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Observing that these provisions had not been applied, 
the ICRC addressed a note to the two South-Vietnamese parties 
(the Government of the Republic of Vietnam and the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam), on 
2 April 1973, reminding them that it was prepared to resume 
visits to any civilian places of detention in South Vietnam, so 
long as it were assured of freedom of movement and its delegates 
could talk freely with detainees of their choice in all places 
of detention, without any restrictions whatsoever.

ASIAN SUB-CONTINENT

In 1973, the ICRC pursued its activities in the Asian 
sub-continent, in aid of civilian and military victims of the 
December 1971 hostilities.

In accordance with the Third Geneva Convention relative 
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, the ICRC renewed its 
approaches to the Detaining Powers with a view to securing the 
general repatriation of some 90,000 Pakistani prisoners of war 
and civilian internees in Indian hands, and of prisoners of war 
and civilian internees in Bangladesh. Those efforts met with 
extremely meagre results. Pour repatriation operations were, 
in fact, carried out under ICRC auspices during the first half 
of the year, enabling a total of 163 Pakistani prisoners of war 
and 270 civilians to return to their country through the 
Indo-Pakistan frontier station of Wagah. Conversely, one Indian 
prisoner of war arid eighty civilians were repatriated while 
fifteen wounded and sick servicemen and eight civilians, all of 
them of Bengali origin, left Pakistan under ICRC auspices for 
Bangladesh.

In India, visits to some fifty prisoner-of-war camps in 
the Ganges basin continued at the rate of a visit to each camp 
every eight to ten weeks. The ICRC delegates delivered monthly 
relief parcels from Pakistan and distributed medicaments, 
spectacles, sports articles, musical instruments and books.

Early in 1973, with the co-operation of the Indian Red 
Cross, the ICRC launched the "fresh fruit a day" operation for 
4,500 children of Pakistani civilian internees. During the 
first half of the year, the cost amounted to 60,000 Swiss francs. 
In addition, distributions of baby food and powdered milk were 
organized for some 500 infants.
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The seventy-five Pakistani prisoners of war in the 
central prison of Dacca (Bangladesh) were also visited by ICRC 
delegates at regular intervals. From January to the end of June, 
they received individual parcels and various types of relief to 
a total value of 6,000 Swiss francs.

The ICRC pursued its action for the protection of 
several thousand civilian internees from Pakistan and non-local 
minorities in Bangladesh and Pakistan.

In Bangladesh, the delegates continued their periodic 
visits to non-local settlements of several hundred thousand 
people. Their task was chiefly to supervise conditions of 
hygiene and security and to ensure that the relief distributed 
by the Bangladesh Government and Red Cross was regular and 
adequate. In addition, the ICRC actively dealt with a number of 
problems linked with the economic and social integration of that 
minority.

In Pakistan, the ICRC concerned itself with some 150,000 
Bengalis, former civil servants or ex-members of the Pakistan 
armed forces, who were living in towns, in "repatriation centres" 
or in camps or prisons. The delegates frequently visited these 
persons, wherever they might happen to be. Lastly, the relief 
action undertaken by the ICRC on behalf of needy Bengalis was 
continued, consisting in the distribution of food, medicaments 
and small sums of money, in co-operation with local Bengali 
committees.

Delegate-general1s missions

The ICRC delegate-general for Asia and Oceania carried 
out two missions during the first half of 1973. First in 
February, he went to Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, the Republic 
of Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. The second 
trip, in May, took him to Bangladesh, Nepal, Thailand and the 
Philippines.

The delegate-general had high-level talks with govern
ment authorities and National Society leaders in the countries 
visited. The interviews provided an opportunity to review the 
problems inherent in the ICRC's activities in that part of the 
world. He also had working sessions with officials in charge 
of ICRC delegations in the Asian sub-continent and in South 
East Asia.
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Philippines

The ICRC regional delegate for Asia, based in Kuala 
Lumpur (Malaysia), went to the Philippines in March to confer 
with government officials about visits to places of detention. 
On being authorized to make such visits, he went to Camp Crame 
and Bonifacio prisons, and saw more than 600 persons detained 
for reasons or offences of a political nature. In Manila, the 
ICRC regional delegate was received by leading members of the 
National Society, whose installations he visited.

Sri Lanka

A futher round of visits to places of detention in 
Sri Lanka was carried out early in April. An ICRC delegate 
visited five correctional camps in different parts of the island 
and saw altogether about 2,500 detainees.

Thailand

During a mission to Thailand, in June, the ICRC regional 
delegate visited a correctional centre holding some twenty 
detainees, in the town of Ubon. Before that visit, the ICRC 
representative conferred with government authorities and the 
Red Cross Society.

EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

While it pursued its contacts with countries in Europe 
and North America, the ICRC continued to follow with attention 
the events taking place in some of those countries. With regard 
to the situation in Northern Ireland in particular, the ICRC - 
which had since 1971 been visiting places of detention which 
held persons deprived of liberty as a result of the events - 
established its programme for the current year and arranged for 
a mission in July.
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The ICRC delegate-general for Europe and North America 
made a number of trips, one of them with the President of the 
ICRC, to half a dozen countries.

The ICRC Central Tracing Agency sent two delegates to 
three countries, in connection with the action on behalf of 
stateless Asians from Uganda.

The President of the ICRC in Romania and Yugoslavia

At the invitation of the Government and Red Cross of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania, Mr. Marcel A. Naville, President 
of the ICRC, and the ICRC delegate-general for Europe and 
North America visited that country in May.

In Bucarest, the President of the ICRC met
Mr. N. Ceausescu, President of the State Council, and several 
members of the Government. The President of the ICRC had talks 
with Romanian Red Cross leaders before visiting the Society's 
installations in four provinces.

Availing himself of the opportunity of the mission to 
the Balkans, the President of the ICRC proceeded to Yugoslavia, 
where he was received by Red Cross leaders of the Socialist 
Republics of Croatia and Slovenia and the respective government 
authorities.

In both republics, the President of the ICRC had talks 
about matters of concern to the Red Cross and the development 
of international humanitarian law.

Trip to Soviet Union

At the end of May, Mr. Marcel A. Naville and
Miss P. Tombet, Director of the ICRC Central Tracing Agency, 
were in the Soviet Union on the occasion of the jubilee of the 
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The fiftieth 
anniversary commemoration was also attended by Lady Limerick, 
Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red 
Cross; Mr. H. Beer, Secretary General of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, and representatives of some ten National Societies.

Miss Tombet visited the Alliance's tracing bureau, which 
works in close co-operation with the ICRC Central Tracing Agency.
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An ICRC Vice-President in Poland

Mr. Harald Huber, Vice-President of the ICRC, was in 
Warsaw from 2 to 4 June 1975 and witnessed the laying of the 
foundation-stone of the Child Health Centre established in 
memory of child victims of the war.

The ICRC decided to donate some medical equipment to 
the Centre.

Delegate-general1s mission

In June, the ICRC delegate-general for Europe and 
North America wont on a mission to Italy, Greece and Turkey, in 
the course of the ICRC's regular contacts with Red Cross 
Societies and Governments.

In Rome, he conferred at length with the Italian Red 
Cross, whose Central Nursing School he visited. In Ankara, he 
took note of the Turkish Red Crescent's multiple activities. 
In Athens, too, he visited the National Society's installations.

The ICRC delegate-general also had occasion to meet 
government representatives in the countries visited in the 
course of his assignment.

Central Tracing Agency mission

In February, the ICRC Central Tracing Agency was asked 
to renew the validity of travel documents which had been issued 
to some 2,000 stateless Asians who had left Uganda on 8 November 
1972 and were still in transit camps in Europe.

An Agency delegate went to four camps in southern Italy 
and to one in Malta, while another delegate proceeded to 
Vienna, where the Office of the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Intergovernmental Committee 
for European Migration (ICEM) had centralized records on Asians 
in different camps in that country.
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MIDDLE EAST

The ICRC pursued its activities in the Middle East 
during the period under review.

The ICRC delegate-general for the Middle East made 
several trips to the countries of his area, particularly Israel 
and the occupied territories, Jordan, Lebanon and the Arab 
Republic of Egypt. In the course of each mission, he had high- 
level talks with government authorities and leaders of National 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

A regional delegate was appointed for those countries 
of the Middle East and Arabian Peninsula where the ICRC had no 
permanent representatives. The regional delegate had his 
headquarters in Beirut (Lebanon), where an ICRC delegation was 
opened in 1967.

Israelo-Arab conflict

Prisoners of war. At the end of 1972, there were 114 
Arab prisoners-of~war in~Israel (fifty-eight Egyptians, forty-six 
Syrians and ten Lebanese), ten Israeli prisoners of war in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, and three Israeli prisoners of war in 
the Syrian Arab Republic. ICRC delegates regularly visited these 
prisoners of war in the Arab countries and Israel; as in 1972, 
visits were made at the rate of two a month.

Several repatriation operations took place under the 
auspices of the ICRC during the first half of 1973, enabling 
forty-siy Syrians, ten Lebanese, three Israelis and two Egyptians 
to go home.

At the same time, the ICRC renewed its approaches with 
a view to securing the repatriation of all prisoners of war, 
with special stress on the immediate repatriation of several.
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Application_of the Fourth Convention. The ICRC contin
ued its prâctïcarwôrk-fôr""the”fuïîëst~pôssïbïe implementation 
from case to case of the provisions of the Fourth Convention in 
occupied territory, from one case to another. In a number of 
ways, the facilities granted by the Israeli authorities enabled 
the delegates to act on behalf of the victims of the conflict 
as in the past. In other cases, however, owing to the stand 
taken by Israel, the ICRC achieved its purpose only partly or 
not at all. Its work was therefore restricted to remedying the 
practical effects of the steps taken by the Israeli authorities 
with regard to protected persons.

Civilian detainees_in occupied_territories. The ICRC 
pursued its~âctivîtïês on behalf”f Arab civilian detainees in 
the occupied territories, mainly by regular visits to places of 
detention. ICRC delegates visited a dozen prisons in Israel and 
the occupied territories, where they saw about 2,100 detainees, 
including persons known as security cases - sentenced, charged 
or under administrative detention - and those sentenced or 
charged under ordinary law.

The ICRC provided some 500 detainees who received no 
family visits with monthly standard parcels containing food, 
cigarettes and toilet items. Free bus transport was also contin
ued, and about 5,000 persons were able to visit a detained 
relative once a month.

Civilian_population in d£ÇnPi£d_ £££ • The family
reuniting”përation”rëgülârîÿ organized by the ICRC allowed 465 
persons to cross the Suez Canal to join their folk in the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, while 484 crossed over into Gaza-Sinai 
territory.

Further, four civilians were repatriated in two opera
tions which took place at the Ras-llakura frontier station 
between Lebanon and Israel.

Libyan aircraft brought down_in the Sinai. On 21 Feb
ruary 1975?*”a~Libya”civilian airliner was brought down in the 
Sinai desert. The ICRC promptly offered the authorities 
concerned its services for the transmission of information 
regarding the victims, and asked to be allowed to visit survivors.



- 16 -

The offer having been accepted, ICRC delegates visited 
the injured on 22 February. All the information obtained on the 
condition of the survivors was conveyed to the countries 
concerned.

The ICRC delegates regularly visited the survivors in 
the two hospitals where they were receiving treatment. At the 
request of the Egyptian and Libyan Governments, the ICRC sent a 
doctor from Geneva, in March, to examine the injured before they 
were transferred to convalescent homes. When their condition 
improved, they left, under the auspices of the ICRC, to make a 
full recovery in a place of their choice.

In various operations on the Suez Canal, the ICRC 
handed over to the authorities of the Arab Republic of Egypt the 
remains of ninety-one Arabs killed in the crash and of one who 
had subsequently died as a result of injuries.

Lebanon

Following the events which occurred in Lebanon between 
Palestinians and Lebanese, in April 1973, the ICRC offered its 
services to both parties, who accepted. The ICRC delegation in 
Beirut proposed to act as intermediary for the conclusion of 
local truce agreements in the capital and its surroundings in 
order to allow the evacuation of the victims.

As from 3 May, convoys of ambulances of the Lebanese 
Red Cross and the "Palestinian Red Crescent", accompanied by 
ICRC delegates, drove several times a day to the scene of 
fighting to collect the wounded and convey them to various 
Beirut hospitals.

In addition, the ICRC gave the Lebanese Red Cross and 
the "Palestinian Red Crescent" medicaments and blood plasma from 
its stocks in Beirut.



Yemen Arab Republic 

ICRC
Arab Republic 
ICRC delegate 
prisons, some

delegates carried out two missions to the Yemen 
between January and June. First in March, an 
and doctor-delegate visited, in three Sana'a 
450 detainees, a number of whom were held for 

reasons or offences of a political nature. Relief supplies and 
medicaments were distributed, and the ICRC doctor examined about 
200 prisoners.

The second mission took place in April and consisted in 
relief distributions, in co-operation with the lemen Red Crescent 
and Government, to refugees in the Bab-el-Mandab, Taiz and 
El-Baida areas. The 25 1/2 tons of flour, 5 tons of powdered 
skimmed milk and 11/2 ton of sugar distributed to about 1,000 
persons, would last them for three months.

SPECIALIZED SERVICES

Central Tracing Agency

From 1 January to 50 June 1975, the ICRC Central Tracing 
Agency in Geneva dealt with a large volume of mail. It received 
27,958 letters and sent out 51,029. It opened 7,557 enquiries, 
more than a thousand a month. In addition, the Agency trans
mitted 5,245 family messages to various countries.

The activities of the field tracing bureaux were as 
follows :

Indochina. In Geneva 1,961 requests to trace missing 
persons were received; they were conveyed to the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The bureaux in Saigon, 
Phnom Penh and Vientiane registered thousands of 
displaced persons.

Middle East. The ICRC delegations in Israel, in the 
occupied territories and in Arab countries transmitted 
58,047 messages.
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Asian sub-continent. The greatest volume of mail was 
handled"here7 with-6,200,000 letters exchanged by
Pakistani prisoners of war in India and their families, 
and 596,000 family messages between Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. The tracing bureaux also transferred to 
prisoners of war and civilians separated from their 
families sums of money totalling 250,000 Swiss francs.

Telecommunication Service

The ICRC Telecommunication Service continued its activi
ties, transmitting telegraphic messages to ICRC field stations 
at Dacca, Islamabad, New Delhi, Amman, Vientiane, Phnom Penh and 
Managua. The radio traffic during that period amounted to 
about 190,000 words.

Most telecommunication traffic was between Geneva and 
the Asian sub-continent (48 per cent), followed by communications 
between Geneva and Indo-China (28 per cent) and between Geneva 
and the Middle East (12 per cent).

These figures do not include communications in the field 
between mobile stations linked with ICRC delegation stations, or 
radiophonie communication between Geneva and delegates on 
mission.

Relief Service

During the first half of 1973, the ICRC Relief Service 
made the following despatches :

AFRICA. The ICRC sent medicaments and medical equipment 
totalling 55,365 Swiss francs to the National Societies of Chad, 
the Central African Republic, Dahomey, Ethiopia, the Gambia and 
Rwanda, and to GRAE (Revolutionary Government of Angola in 
Exile). On behalf of the European Economic Community (EEC) it 
transmitted 120 tons of powdered skimmed milk (480,000 Swiss 
francs), in four consignments of 30 tons, to the National 
Societies of Ghana, Liberia, Mauritius and Senegal. Eight 
countries were the recipients of a Swiss Government donation 
consisting of 75 tons of wheat flour (41,250 Swiss francs) 
for Ethiopia, 10 tons of powdered unskimmed milk (70,000 Swiss 
francs) for the Gambia, and 335 tons wheat flour (184,200 Swiss 
francs) shared by the Gambia (50 tons), Kenya (75 tons), Liberia 
(30 tons), Mauritius (50 tons), Sierra Leone (30 tons), 
Swaziland (50 tons) and Tanzania (50 tons).
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LATIN AMERICA. The consignments consisted mainly of 
medicaments and medical equipment. The ICRC sent first-aid kits, 
litters and other supplies totalling 119,050 Swiss francs to the 
National Societies of Argentina, El Salvador, Honduras, Trinidad 
and Tobago, and Uruguay, while those of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guatemala and Uruguay received medicaments totalling 56,220 
Swiss francs.

A Swiss Government donation of powdered unskimmed milk 
worth 217,000 Swiss francs was sent to Chile (30 tons) and to 
Panama (1 ton).

ASIA. The ICRC sent several consignments, some of its 
own and some on behalf of the Indo-China Operational Group (I0G). 
The ICRC itself supplied medicaments and medical and surgical 
equipment totalling 171,135 Swiss francs, as follows : 
Bangladesh (791 kg, 19,520 Swiss francs); Khmer Republic (50 kg, 
4,530 Swiss francs); Nepal (28 kg, 525 Swiss francs), Republic 
of Vietnam (134 kg, 8,600 Swiss francs); Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam (631 kg, 17,800 Swiss francs), and Pathet Lao (625 kg, 
120,000 Swiss francs). In addition, it consigned to Pakistan 
5 tons of powdered unskimmed milk (35,000 Swiss francs) offered 
by the Swiss Confederation.

On behalf of the I0G, the ICRC transmitted emergency 
medicaments and medical equipment for Laos (110,000 Swiss francs); 
medical equipment, X-ray apparatus and operating tables for the 
Pathet Lao (58,700 Swiss francs), and medicaments for the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (92,000 Swiss francs).

EUROPE. Altogether sixteen countries received medicaments 
from the ICRC, the total value of the supplies being 18,370 
Swiss francs.

MIDDLE EAST. The ICRC transmitted on behalf of the 
Swiss Confederation 3 tons of powdered unskimmed milk to Jordan 
and 10 tons to the Syrian Arab Republic, totalling 91,000 Swiss 
freales. An EEC donation of 180 tons of powdered skimmed milk 
worth 720,000 Swiss francs was consigned to the following 
countries :
Arab Republic of Egypt, 30 tons; Israel and occupied territories, 
30 tons (120,000 Swiss francs); Jordan, 20 tons (80,000 Swiss 
francs); Lebanon, 20 tons; Syrian Arab Republic, 20 tons;
Yemen Arab Republic, 30 tons, and Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
30 tons. Besides this, the ICRC sent the Syrian Red Crescent 
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medicaments to the value of 7,000 Swiss francs, and the 
"Palestinian Red Crescent" antibiotics amounting to 8,500 Swiss 
francs.

The relief supplies sent or transmitted by the ICRC 
during the first half of the year totalled 2,499,840 Swiss 
francs.

Information

The Press and Information Division pursued its activities, 
mainly through contacts with the press, radio and television; 
publication of a bi-monthly information bulletin, "The ICRC in 
Action", and press releases; broadcasting by beam transmission; 
and the production of audio-visual material to make the ICRC 
known to the public at large and, of course, the publication of 
the 1972 Annual Report.

A multivision programme in five languages on the back
ground and role of the ICRC was shown at various exhibitions.

From 12 to 16 June 1973, the head of the ICRC Press and 
Information Department participated in the Third Meeting of 
Heads of Information and Public Relations of Rational Societies, 
held in Varna (Bulgaria).

PERMANENT GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Ratifications and accessions

During the period covered by this report, the Republic 
of Singapore became a party to the four Geneva Conventions of 
12 August 1949. Its accession was announced in the Swiss 
Federal Council on 27 April and will come into force on 
27 October 1973.
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Development of international humanitarian law

Pursuing its work for the Diplomatic Conference scheduled 
to be held in Geneva from 20 February to 29 March 1974 and 
convened by the Swiss Government, as the depositary State of the 
Geneva Conventions, the ICRC prepared two draft Additional 
Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, one relating to the 
protection of victims of international armed conflicts and the 
other to the protection of victims of non-international armed 
conflicts. The texts were sent to the Governments of all States 
parties to the Geneva Conventions, and to National Red Cross 
Societies, for consideration at the XXIInd International Confer
ence of the Red Cross, in Teheran in November 1975.

To establish these drafts the ICRC sought the advice of 
experts on certain points which had not been sufficiently 
discussed and on some technical questions.

An advisory group of government experts met at ICRC 
headquarters, in January and in March 1973, to consider the 
more important general problems, such as the protection of 
civilians; combatants; guerrilla warfare; Protecting Powers; and 
the text of draft Protocol II.

Another meeting discussed the international emblem to be 
used for civil defence, and yet another considered signalling 
and identification systems for medical transports (including 
transport by air). A group of experts on penal law dealt with 
the improving of the system of sanctions for serious breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions.

Pursuant to the wish expressed by some government experts 
at the June 1972 Conference, the ICRC convened a group of 
experts, in February and March, to study "weapons that may cause 
unnecessary suffering or have indiscriminate effects". A report 
on the latter two meetings was drawn up for distribution to all 
States parties to the Geneva Conventions and to National 
Societies.

Members of the ICRC Legal Division attended several 
conferences : the American Society for International Law panel 
on international humanitarian lav; (Nev/ fork), the Special NGO 
Committee on Human Rights (Geneva) and the Sixth International 
Congress of the International Society of Penal Military Lav/ and 
Law of War (The Hague).
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Dissemination of Geneva Conventions and humanitarian principles

Efforts to promote the dissemination of humanitarian 
principles were continued. As regards the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions, the promotion of which was requested in 
resolution IX of the XXIst International Conference of the 
Red Cross (Istanbul, 1969), readers are referred to the special 
report drawn up by the ICRC on that question.

For the dissemination of the principles of the Red Cross, 
the ICRC directed its efforts to two main purposes : first, the 
introduction of the school textbook "The Red Cross and My 
Country" and the ".Soldier's Manual" in more countries, and, 
secondly, the production of audio-visual material for National 
Societies.

By the end of 1972, more than two million copies had 
been published of the school textbook "The Red Cross and My 
Country" and its accompanying "Teacher's Manual" in twenty 
different languages. A version adapted for Mauritius left the 
press in the first half of 1973. Khmer, Colombian, Italian, 
Mexican and Pakistan editions are being printed, while 340,000 
copies of various Asian versions of the school textbook and 
15,000 copies of the "Teacher's Manual" are also being published 
at Kuala Lumpur for distribution in the autumn of 1973.

The ICRC also continued its efforts to introduce among 
the armed forces of a number of countries the "Soldier's Manual", 
which teaches the essential provisions of the Geneva Conventions. 
Of the African countries, the Central African Republic, Dahomey, 
Ghana, the Niger and Togo followed the recommendations made by 
the ICRC delegates during their visits, and ordered a total of 
around 6,700 copies. In Asia, Iran and Nepal undertook to 
translate the booklet into their respective languages.
The Khmer Republic had already introduced the Manual into its 
military schools. The reprinting of the Arabic version has been 
ordered by Lebanon.

In the audio-visual field, three fresh productions were 
made available to National Societies. The first consisted in a 
set of ten colour posters illustrating ICRC activities in the 
world. This set, of which 10,000 copies were printed, met with 
great success, and more than fifty National Societies placed 
orders for the posters.
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To make the Geneva Conventions known, the ICRC prepared 
two sets of slides, in various versions, with an explanatory note 
giving the main provisions of the Geneva Conventions. Lastly, 
in Malaysia and Switzerland an ICRC team made an allegorical 
film about the Conventions. The film "Pax", was entirely mimed 
by children. This highly original film was awarded a diploma of 
honour at the International Festival of Red Cross and Health 
Films at Varna in June 1973.

Relations with international institutions

The ICRC maintained contact with international institu-
• tions, and its special delegate attended the twenty-ninth 

session of the United Rations Commission on Human Rights, held in 
Geneva from 26 February to 6 April.

Relations with Red Cross institutions

The ICRC continued its contacts with Rational Societies 
and their federation, the League of Red Cross Societies.

From 6 to 27 February, the ICRC regional delegate for 
Asia attended a training institute held in Bangkok by the 
Thai Red Cross and the League for representatives of Rational 
Societies in South-East Asia. The seminar was attended by Red 
Cross delegates from thirteen countries. Similarly, a regional 
training institute held at Oracabessa by the Jamaica Red Cross

* and the League was attended by the ICRC delegate-general for 
Latin America who was on a mission to that country.

a

The ICRC was also represented at the meeting of Arab 
Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies held in Amman from 
31 March to 6 April.

The ICRC was visited by many members of Rational Societ
ies, either singly or in groups. In the case of the former, 
around 500 visitors from twenty-seven countries visited the 
institution. In the case of groups, approximately one hundred 
local officers of the British Red Cross called during March, 
and a delegation of the Bahrain Red Crescent Society in May.



Lastly, ICRC representatives carried out numerous 
assignments and on each occasion conferred at length with the 
National Societies of the countries visited.

Presidential missions

The President of the ICRC was on an official visit to 
Tunisia in February. He was welcomed by officers of the 
Tunisian Red Crescent and visited the principal installations of 
that National Society. He was also granted and audience by 
President Habib Bourguiba, Head of State, and met a number of 
ministers.

In response to the invitation which the President of the 
ICRC extended to him during that visit, the President of the 
Republic of Tunisia called at ICRC headquarters on 25 June, 
when in Geneva for the International Labour Conference.

In May, the President of the ICRC went to Romania and 
Yugoslavia, accompanied by the ICRC delegate-general for Europe 
and North America. In the course of the trip, Mr. Naville met 
officers of the National Red Cross Societies and visited a 
number of local committees.

The President of the ICRC was in the Soviet Union at the 
end of May, accompanied by Miss P. Tombet, Director of the 
ICRC Central Tracing Agency, for the jubilee of the Alliance of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

In March, H.I.H. Princess Yuriko Mikasa, Honorary 
Vice-President of the Japanese Red Cross, called at ICRC head
quarters with her suite.

Recognition of National Societies

The ICRC announced its official recognition of one new 
National Society, the Mauritanian Red Crescent, on 6 June 1973, 
thereby bringing the number of National Societies to 117.


