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Commision on International Humanitarian Law
Item 3 of the Agenda

Implementation and dissemination of the Geneva
Conventions

Draft resolution presented by the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the following countries:
Austria, Lebanon Morocco, Poland, Peru, Tunisia and Zaire.

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross
Convinced that, in a world torn by violence, there is a 

pressing need for a widespread dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions, as an expression of basic Red Cross principles, 
and hence a factor for peace;

Being aware that, owing to its educational nature, such 
dissemination is particularly important among the armed 
forces and youth;

Noting with gratification the work already accomplished 
in the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions by some 
Governments, numerous National Societies and the ICRC;

Referring to the further provisions embodied in the draft 
Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 re
garding measures designed to strengthen the dissemination 
and teaching of the Conventions;

Calls upon Governments and National .societies to intensify 
their efforts with a view, on the one hand, to making the 
basic principles of the Red Cross and international humani
tarian law known to the population as a whole, and on the 
other hand, imparting clear concepts regarding the Geneva 
Conventions in specialized spheres (the army, universities, 
institutes of higher learning, the medical and nursing 
profession, etc);

.Cxpects Governments and National .Societies to inform 
the ICRC regularly of their action and their projects, 
in order that it may centralize all information on the 
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions in the world;
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Requests the ICRC to support the dissemination efforts of 
Governments and National Societies by :

a) preparing information material suited to the spheres 
and areas it is proposed to reach (specialized and popular 
publications in various languages, posters, slides and films).;

b) advising National Societies who may wish it regarding 
the establishment of their plans of action in this field;

c) systematically making the achievements of Governments 
and National Societies in the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions known in its reports and publications;

d) itself organizing, or participating in, seminars for 
the training of specialists in international humanitarian law;

Asks the ICRC also to consider the convening of an ad hoc 
Conference on Dissemination which would enable Governments and 
National Societies to compare their respective experiences and 
devise new methods of action;

Thanks the ICRC for its action, since the Istanbul Con
ference, to give the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
a fresh impetus and for the support it has lent National 
Societies and Governments.

T.126/ns
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Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Draft resolution presented by the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of the following countries:
Austria, Lebanon, Morocco, Poland, Peru, Tunisia and Zaire.

The XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross
Convinced,that, in a world torn by violence, there is 

a pressing need for a widespread dissemination of and in
struction in the Geneva Conventions, as an expression of 
basic Red Cross principles, and hence a factor for peace;

Being aware that, owing to its educational nature, such 
dissemination and instruction is particularly important among 
the armed forces and youth;

Recalling the resolutions on the subject of dissemination 
adopted by previous International Conferences of the Red Cross 
and in particular Resolution XXL of the XXth International 
Conference held at Vienna in 1965;

Noting with gratification the work already accomplished 
in the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions by some 
Governments, numerous National Societies and the ICRC;

Calls upon Governments and National Societies to inten
sify their efforts with a view, on the one hand, to making 
the basic principles of the Red Cross and international 
humanitarian lav/ known by all effective means available to 
competent authorities at all levels, to the population as 
a whole, and on the other hand, imparting clear concepts 
regarding the Geneva Conventions in specialized spheres 
such as the armed forces, civil administrations, institutes 
of higher learning, the medical and para-medical profession, 
etc.;
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Expeçts Governments and National Societies to inform the 
ICRC regularly of their achievements and their projects, in 
order that it may centralize all information on the dissemina
tion of and instruction in, the Geneva Conventions in the 
world;

Requests the ICRC to support the efforts of Governments 
and National Societies in their dissemination of and instruc
tion in the Geneva Conventions by:
a) preparing information material suited to the spheres and 

areas it is proposed to reach (specialized and popular 
publications in various languages, posters, slides and 
films);

b) ' advising National Societies who may wish it regarding
the establishment of their plans of action in this field;

c) systematically making the achievements of Governments and 
National Societies in the dissemination of, and the 
instruction in, the Geneva Conventions known in its 
reports and publications;

d) itself organizing, or participating in, seminars for the 
training of specialists in international humanitarian law;
Asks the ICRC also to examine the desirability and 

possibility of convening an ad hoc Conference on dissemination 
and instruction of the Geneva Conventions which would enable 
Governments and National Societies to compare their respective 
experiences and devise new methods of actions;

Requests Governments and National Societies to co-operate 
fully with the ICRC in its efforts to bring about wider 
dissemination of, and effective instruction in, the Geneva 
Conventions.

Thanks the ICRC for its action, since the Istanbul 
Conference, in giving the dissemination of, and instruction 
in,th© Geneva Conventions a fresh impetus and for the support 
it ha: lent National Societies and Governments.

T.188/ns
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Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Amendment proposed by the Netherlands Red Cross

1. Add a new paragraph after the 2nd preambular paragraph:
"Recalling the resolutions on the subject of dis
semination adopted by previous International Con
ferences of the Red Cross and in particular 
Resolution XXI of the XXlat International Conference 
held at Vienna in 1959,"

2. Read the last operative paragraph but one as follows:
"Asks the ICRC also to examine the desirability and 
possibility of convening an ad hoc Conference on 
Dissemination which would enable Governments and 
National Societies to compare their respective 
experiences and devise new methods of actions;"

T.164/N0
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Original: French

COMMISSION FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item Z of the Agenda
Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Proposal Submitted by the Government Delegation of Belgium

1. In the fifth Paragraph, after the words "the army", insert 
"civil administration, diplomatic corps".

2. To sub-paragraph (d) on page 2, add "who will be called 
upon to disseminate knowledge of that law particularly 
in education circles, the army, civil administration and 
diplomatic corps".

T.168/N0
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DH/Z/R/l/c
Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item Z of the Agenda
Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Convention

Amendment to draft resolution DH/Z/R/l presented by the 
delegation of Israel:
1) Add to the penultimate paragraph on page 2 after the 

word Dissemination: "and Implementation".
2) Add to the penultimate paragraph on page 2 after the 

phrase "new methods of action",
"and to draw up a Model Military Code for the 
implementation of the Geneva Conventions and 
the additional protocols".

T.161/NO
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c vfmiW DH/Z/R/l/d
Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Amendment to Resolution contained in document DH/5/R/1 pre
sented by Canada.
1. Add the following as a new second to last paragraph:

"Requests governments and National Societies to 
co-operate fully with the ICRC in its efforts to 
bring about wider dissemination of, and effective 
instruction in, the Geneva Conventions."

T.167
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Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Amendment proposed by Irak
1. & Z of the draft resolution - DH/5/R/1 - add the 

words "such as" before the brackets.

T.166/mg
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C \C DH/3/R/l/f

Original: French

COMMISSION FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item 3 of the Agenda
Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Draft amendment to Resolution DH/3/R/1 submitted by the Swiss
Red Cross

1. The Swiss Red Cross proposes that in the fifth paragraph, 
the words "civil defence bodies" be inserted in the 
parenthesis, after the word "army".

T/165/NO
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Original: English

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Amendment proposed by the U.S.S.R. delegation
1. Delete Paragraph 4- of the preamble.
2. Substitute operative paragraph 2 for the additional 

operative paragraph proposed by the Delegation
of Canada.

T,170/mg
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Original: French

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Item Z of the Agenda

Implementation and dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

Proposed amendment presented by Algeria to draft 
Resolution DH/5/R/1
1. In the penultimate paragraph insert:

"Asks the ICRC also to consider the convening, to the 
fullest possible extent, of an ad hoc Conference on 
Dissemination which would enable Governments and 
National Societies to compare their respective 
experiences and devise new methods of action;"

T.172/tk


