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ADDRESS BY H.I.M. SHAHANSHAH ARYAMEHR 
AT THE OPENING MEETING OF

THE XXIInd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS
Tehran, 8 November 1975

It gives me particular pleasure to inaugurate to-day 
the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross.and to 
welcome all its honoured representatives, as well as those 
of the Red Crescent and of the various governments, assembled 
here.

The present Conference is taking place at a time when 
our world is unfortunately confronted by all kinds of 
tensions, crises and struggles, which daily threaten to an 
increasing extent the destiny of all those who seek lawful! 
peace and security. This ugly situation becomes even more 
tragic when, as we have seen recently it affects civilians, 
women, children and old people who no longer have the 
benefit of a security zone separating the towns and villages 
from the front -where the fighting is taking place. These 
acts of aggression, of which we hear daily, constitute a 
violation of the laws of moral conduct and human rights.

The decisions which you will take during this Conference, 
concerning the protection of civilians in time of war, and 
the increased powers which you will give to the Red Cross 
and the Red Crescent to carry out this important task , will 
therefore be of vital importance .

In spite of the considerable progress made by societies, 
with which unfortunately, the improvement of destructive 
weapons goes hand in hand, we must not lose sight of ’the 
need to safeguard Man's moral and cultural heritage, the 
fruits of the labours and sufferings of successive generations. 
Let us never forget that Man must take precedence over the 
machine and that moral principles and humane laws must 
therefore prevail over the insensitive and inexorable laws 
of technology.

If the vast wealth of our civilization was put to work 
for the higher interests and prosperity of society,'if our 
opinions and decisions were govemed'by logic and common
sense and if the tremendous volume of capital invested in 
destruction was devoted to constructive causes, it is 
obvious that our world would have no difficulty in eliminating 
the real scourges of ignorance, poverty, famine and disease, 
and could easily create a society within which all peoples 
might better understand one another and-live incpeace.
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That may seem utopian.-* but we must all hope - despite 
the unhealthy tendency to selfishness, fanaticism and 
partiality - that the day is approaching when conscience and 
moral principles will prevail over the forces of evil and 
co-operation replace confrontation. In this spirit, we hope 
that the different international organizations working for 
law and for the humanitarian principles of universal peace 
and friendship, particularly our own experienced Red Cross/ 
will intensify their activities by seeking new ways of 
achieving their objectives and by adapting their regulations 
to the conditions, needs and evergrowing requirements of our 
times. Let us not forget that one of the functions of the 
Red Cross, a neutral international organization enjoying 
immense prestige, is to bring people together on the basis 
of these principles. This noble mission clearly entails 
responsibilities which it must assume in full knowledge of 
the facts.

It therefore seems to me essential that’this assembly 
should examine the following four points :

1. the codification, in the protocols to the Geneva 
Conventions, of the provisions adopted over the past 2Z years 
in the field of international humanitarian law; the present 
international situation offers striking proof of the urgency 
of this task;

2. the increase in relief resources to cope with various 
man-made or natural disasters;

3. the adaptation of the Red Cross to the rapid evolution 
of our world. It is desirable that proposals be presented to 
guide new societies in creating a healthy environment worthy
of man in order to enable the Red Cross to undertake its 
universal beneficial action;

4. the methods of intervention of the Red Cross which - 
through its .impartiality, its universality and its prestige - 
is well placed to reduce the risks of conflicts and is at the 
same time a valid intermediary between belligerents. It could 
in this way serve the.cause of peace ever more effectively.
It must be hoped that there will be positive results in this 
field and everybody will readily recognise the importance of 
this.

It also seems to me helpful to draw your attention to 
the role youth can play in Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red
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Lion and Sun activities, as well as to the necessity of making 
more effective use of their strength and their dynamism.
Our young people, who will tomorrow have civic responsibilities, 
should take a larger part in the activities of these 
organizations. The experience they will gain from this, a 
deep knowledge of the problems mankind has to face and 
increased awareness of their duties to others can only give 
them a better preparation for their future responsibilities.

Other important subjects are to be dealt with at the 
Conference, in particular malnutrition and the shortage of 
foodstuffs. In spite of the manifold problems by which they 
are beset, it is my hope that all countries of the world can 
quickly eliminate this threat with its serious implications 
for the future of mankind. In our country we have established 
short and long-term programmes to prevent this danger. We 
are in duty bound to participate also at the international 
level and we are prepared to do so.

Because of the completely objective nature of these 
noble organisations and universal respect which you command, 
you, the worthy representatives of the various Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies have the power to intervene 
effectively in all these fields. As far as the Iranian Red ' . 
Lion and Sun Society, which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
this year, is concerned, I am convinced that it will prove 
to be a dynamic member, aware of its duties, in our great 
universal family. This society is working efficiently in the 
field of health and first aid, both in our own country and 
beyond our frontiers.

I take this opportunity of expressing all our gratitude 
to the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of many countries 
which have always given us immediate and effective help when 
disaster has unfortunately struck our country in recent years. 
I should also like to assure you that we shall continue, as 
in the past our efforts in this field at the international 
level.

To-day, Tehran is happy and proud to be hosting this 
international Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 
attended as it is by so many men and women who are giving 
their experience, abilities and often even their lives in 
tending the ills and sufferings of mankind.

I wish you every success in your task, the most noble 
one which could be asked of men of goodwill, and hereby 
declare open the XXIInd International Conference of the 
Red Cross.

174/ak
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Address by H.E. Sharif-Emamj, Tice President 
of the Red Lion and Sun Society

Your Imperial Majesties,
It is with much enthusiasm and hunour that, on this 

feliticious and solemn occasion I take the liberty to 
welcome you, your Majesties, in the name of the Red Lion 
and Sun Societies as well as on behalf of all the dele
gations here present who represent the great family of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies thus expressing our 
thanks and gratitude for your patronage with opening 
ceremonies of this 22nd International Conference of the 
Red Crosse

It is our earnest hope that the spirit of rendering 
good service, understanding and Cooperation.animating this 
conference will continue to prevail, so that this work so 
successfully started may further be pursued and that we 
may achieve our humanitarian goal. This is parallel with 
the guidelines which may be laid down by this International 
conference to overcome difficulties that are the invitable 
consequence of an epoch such as ours, involving all the 
disadvantages which an organisation of this size has to 
encounter in the fulfilment of its mission.

It is also our hope that the International Red Cross; 
will succeed in carrying out with a clear and realistic 
vision the tasks and obligation that it has set for itself 
on its agenda, and we are certain that the deligates of all 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun.Societies will, 
with your inspiration, manage to produce an ideal atmosphere 
thus making it possible to overcome prejudices and differences 
of opinion, so that the exchange of views may achieve positive 
results.

The International Red Cross is an old and honourable 
organization and its conference similarly has a long 
tradition, its first one dating back to 186$, that is '1'10 
years ago. No less than ninety-nine, years have elapsed 
since Iran officially adhered to the Geneva Conventions 
and Z3 years since the Red Lion and Sun Society was formally 
established and commenced its humanitarian activities. 
The Red Lion and Sun is delighted to work under the high 
patronage of His Imperial Majesty Shahenshah Aryamehr and 
pr^QcSned over by Her Highness Princess Shams Pahlavi.



Your Majesty - Please allow me, as Vice President of 
the Red Lion and Sun Society and in view of the mission 
entrusted to me,to welcome the delegations and of 
governments here present and to wish them every success 
in carrying out their humanitarian duties which is the 
very heart of this meeting.

T.91/AK
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ADDRESS BY MR. J. BARROSO, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES, AT THE 
OPENING MEETING OF THE XXIInd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE RED CROSS

Tehran, 8 November 1973

In the name of the members of the League Board of 
Governors and in my own, may I express to your Imperial 
Majesty and the authorities of your country our most sincere 
gratitude for the generous hospitality accorded us in this 
town, as well as for all the interest and kindnesses shown 
to us.

There is no doubt that the outcome of every inter
national meeting depends to a large extent on the atmos
phere in which it is held. Like all of us present here, 
I am certain that our XXIInd Conference will be one of the 
most successful.

I would not fail to stress at this point the effective
ness and outstanding services of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun 
Society, which is an example to many other Societies.

Ve all know that Cyrus the Great, twenty-five centuries 
ago, was the very first Emperor to have mentioned in this 
famous decree the basic principles of human rights, one of 
the fundamental elements on which the International Red 
Cross is based.

sVe are well aware of the efforts that have been dis
played by Your Imperial Majesty in your overall struggle 
against illiteracy in your country as well as throughout 
the world.

vVe are also aware of the fact that three main 
principles of your national Revolution are the Literacy 
Corps, Health Corps, and Development Corps, and according 
to these principles, young Iranians accomplish their 
military service throughout the rural areas of the country 
for the purposes of education, health and development.

... / • • *



It is most encouraging to note that Iran has accepted 
to assume, together with three other countries the respon
sibility of ensuring the application of the ceasefire agree
ment in Vietnam and we much appreciate the services Iran is 
rendering in this field.

Dazzled by the spectacular progress of science and 
technology, the modern world pays little heed to the discreet 
acts of those who through their conduct and the help they 
always give others maintain the very quality of human life at 
a high level.

Throughout the world the Red Cross is proud to be 
an international organisation entirely devoted to giving 
life, through its example, to the most noble values of the 
human race. Always up to date with its means and constantly 
on the watch that violence, disorder or disaster do not 
take it by surprise, our organisation daily safeguards 
human dignity and mankind's conviction that in spite of 
occasional setbacks it always has enough resources and 
energy to rise again, as it has both spiritual and intellectual 
strength.

Everyone knows that man himself is responsible for 
more suffering and deaths than even such natural disasters 
as floods and earthquakes.

'Ve are not pessimistic nor do we have recourse to 
pathos in launching appeals to human solidarity or for 
compassion to be shown to the weak and needy.

However, tnere is o doubt that the way of progress 
followed by man in the spheres of science and technology 
is strown with shameful acts, unjust sacrifices and tombs, 
with the strong making abusive use of their power and the 
weak failing a prey to violence and injustice. Whereas 
man raises his inventions to the heights, learns to dominate 
nature and penetrate the secrets of life, he distroys the 
land which gives him sustenance.

No one can ignore these truths which reduce the rules 
of international life and standards of civilised societies 
to dust, these truths which each day further impede the 
advent of the reign of freedom, justice and brotherhood. 
Where are we going? What goal is the human race bound for? 
These are questions which not so very long also only faced 
men of learning but which today concern eve;..,.. ?dy in all 
parts of the world, due to the daily recrudescence of violence 
and injustice. This reflecting and pondering on what has
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already become normal - violence which no longer disturbs 
anyone, death and destruction which no longer seem to surprise 
anybody - has made many people aware of the absolute 
necessity of acting, and acting without delay, within the 
possibilities of each person, to promote peace and the moral 
reawakening of the human race.

We think that the permanent activities of the Red 
Cross represent a sustained appeal to all men so that through 
their devotion towards their fellows they may find their 
way back to the lost road of human solidarity. It is not 
possible to remain indifferent in the face of the millions 
of human beings who are born each year throughout the world 
where they will not be able to meet their most elementary 
needs for food, clothing and a decent life. In this world 
pity, compassion and consolation will many times be denied 
them in the name of unworthy interests created by circum
stances and completely contrary to what is understood by humane.

This crying contrast between reality and the mission 
of the Red Cross incites us to commit ourselves in whatever 
circumstances to promoting - both within bur respective 
countries and at the level of international relations - a 
stable state of balance protecting the essential values of 
human life. No matter how often our words will be drowned 
by the noise of guns or by the lamentations of those who 
through the egoism of others are deprived of the help they 
need tq live. Our duty is clear and definite: save life, 
mitigate suffering and give assistance. This is a bud wbi ch 
flowers and produces fruit of understanding and friendship 
between men.

It is possible that some do not realise the importance 
of the activities of our organisation, as they think that 
good actions are lost on the altars of more immediate and 
powerful interests in view of their political, social and 
economic context. That is why I feel that during this 
Conference we should make sure that our acts are in con
formity with our principles and our duties, in spite of their 
political implications. We must make all the Governments of 
the world understand that there is no greater cruelty than 
to use human tragedy to gain political advantage.

-following each Red Cross intervention, the world is 
characterised by a little more'confidence between men, a 
little less hatred and rancour, a little more tranquility 
and love, a little less violence and injustice. We have 

.. • /. • •



more than 220 million members and must put to good use the 
moral strength they represent in struggling for peace and 
greater Justice between men and peoples.

Without respite and in all faithfulness, we have 
endeavoured to carry out this permanent task which is both 
noble and rewarding. The Red Cross must never fail in this 
duty, May all those who hold the reigns of the organisation 
at both the national andinternational level make every effort 
to ensure the full implementation ofthe idea of the founder 
of the Red Cross who both understood and put into practice 
the great truth that all men are brothers.

In conclusion, may I quote the words of a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner: Listen to my voice, it is that of so many men 
reduced to silence. Life is a valuable gift, but only of 
short duration,., let us not make it even shorter.

The concept of peace is simple:
Mutual respect of our conflicting ideas and harmoni

sation of our differences.
I am firmly convinced that the destiny of men is today 

more than ever before in their own hands.
War and peace depend on each one of us. May we all, 

from the most powerful to the most humble, realise.this and 
go into action.

There is a shortage of those who work for peace.

T.17Z/ns
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Your Imperial Majesties, Your Excellency the Prime 
Minister, Ladies and gentlemen, excellencies, representa
tives of governments and National Red Cross Societies,

‘We are privileged to meet here in Iran, a country with 
so important a role in the world’s history, civilization 
and literature, and we are happy to thank the Red Lion and 
Sun Society of Iran, the authorities of this country and 
its august sovereigns for the warm welcome they have 
extended us.

558 years before Christ, a great Persian King, Cyrus, 
put out an edict, the text of which was something like this: 
"My mighty army has conquered Babylonia. I have given order t .- 
to my soldiers that no harmbe done to any of its people, who 
should be allowed to live in peace and to practise whatever 
religion they wish. I have commanded that no house be 
destroyed, ho human being be wounded and that everyone 
should be left free to choose their own gods".

It is ..well to remember as this Conference is about to 
open, this eloquent appeal uttered so many centuries ago, 
It was a forerunner of the principles of the Red Cross to 
which we should all adhere. It stands out today as an 
accusation against a world torn by violence and arbitrary 
action. ' . . s .. s'

I should like to welcome the representatives of National 
Socieites, especially of those Societies which have been 
recently recognized. I would also express the wish that all 
these Societies should work for the common ideal, independently 
but efficiently, in their respective countries. Every new 
Red Cross Society which comes into being gives us renewed hope 
for peace.

Over the past f >ur years the ICRC has endeavoured to act 
as that neutral body of the Red Cross is more than ever 
needed today, but its task is increasingly difficult in 
these times of internal upheavals civil wars and political 
tension.
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The ICRC attaches the greatest importance to the 
draft Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions. 
These drafts are being submitted to you before becoming the 
basis for discussion by the Diplomatic Conference which the 
Swiss Government has convened for early 197u- in Geneva. 
The drafts deal mainly with the protection of the civilian 
population against the effects of war, and the safeguarding 
of victims non-international conflicts. The aim is not to 
amend but to expand and update the Conventions which are as 
valid today as ever before and, if followed to the letter, 
effectively protect victims.

7e must appeal to all countries in the world, initially 
through those who govern, to bear in mind those essential rules 
which call for respect of the indivisual and demand that 
assistance be given to victims of conflicts in all circumstances. 
The Conventions should be disseminated in schools, universities 
and armed forces, among the entire population in fact, if this 
great humanitarian endeavour is to become known wherever men 
are fighting against each other.

The Tehran Conference is opening in an atmosphere 
of tension, in which the sound of gunfire and the cries of 
the wounded can plainly be heard. Our thoughts go to those 
who suffer or who have been made prisoner, to the families 
which have been torn apart and all other persons for whom the 
Ped Cross is the only hope. In spite of these unhappy 
circumstances, however, in my capacity as the new President 
of the ICRC, I wish this Conference, this meeting of men and 
women of good will, every success.

If on entering the conference room we leave behind 
all those prejudices and ideologies which set nation against 
nation in violent opposition; if we forget all enmity, speak 
from the heart and show understanding towards one another in 
pursuance of the Red Cross ideal, what an example we shall 
give the world.

That the world expects of the Red Cross is not a 
show of dissent and disagreement, but an example of inter
national understanding. The strength of the Red Cross lies 
in its good faith and desire to serve mankind, but can this 
message be spread in a world so torn apart as at present?
/e are convinced that it can, if we turn a deaf ear to 
political considerations and concentrate on those principles 
and the spirit of friendship which unite all members of 
National Societies.

May Tehran provide a shining light in the darkness 
which surrounds us.

T.lZ4/ns
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ADDRESS BY LADY LIMERICK, CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDING COMMISSION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, AT THE OPENING MEETING OF THE 

XXIInd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS
Teheran, 8 November 1973

We are indeed honoured that His Imperial Majesty the 
Shah should open our XXIInd International Red Cross Conference, 
and by his presence bring lustre to the occasion.

We are very conscious of the high reputation which 
the Red Lion and Sun enjoys under the distinguished leadership 
of Her Imperial Highness, Princess Chams, and the devoted work 
of those who bear office under her. We count ourselves fortunate 
indeed that we should be meeting in these beautiful surroundings, 
in a country renowned for its hospitality - of which we have seen 
such ample proof - and above all, in a country steeped in history.

This should help to bring a sense of proportion to 
our deliberations, living, as we are today, in a rapidly changing 
world when many old standards have been overthrown without 
effective new ones being acquired to replace them.

It is in this somewhat confusing period that the Red 
Cross has a specially important role to play because its principles 
remain constant. It is not dependent on any ideology or political 
system of the moment; its work is motivated by a concept understood 
by overyone - kindness, constant in its effort and seeking nothing 
in return.

The main causes of unrest in the world today are fear, 
greed and the love of power.

The Red Cross has no need to fear because it has no 
frontiers; it recognises that international unity is the only way 
to dispel national insecurity and all its efforts are devoted to 
that end. . -

Neither is it preoccupied with greed since it is 
concerned only with giving, and the Red Cross answer to the love 
of power is the power of love reflected in its efforts to relieve 
suffering wherever it may be found.

There is today a growing consciousness of the importance 
of common action in relieving the distress arising from man-made or 
natural disasters which often transcend political barriers. With 
improved communications we have become more immediately and acutely 
conscious of these disasters and the result is a natural desire 
to help. This doctrine of humanitarianism - what the Stoics called 
"the sympathy of the whole" - is fundamental to the Red Cross, and

. /. 2. ..
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is one of the rare fields in which people of all races, nation
alities, religious beliefs or political creeds can meet. It is 
the basis which underlies the Geneva Conventions, which bind more 
nations than any other international Treaty-

Even now these Conventions are being revised and 
important developments may result from this Conference. Is this 
not a challenge to us? After all the Red Cross was born in war 
and it is for us to keep to heal its wounds.

As this is the last International.Red Cross Conference 
I shall be attending I would like to share with you my profound 
convication, gained from over half a century's practical experience 
of Red Cross work. The Red Cross must never attempt to be a judge 
between nations. If there is one vital principle which must guide^ 
our movement it is simply this: the Red Cross must remain free 
from all politics; its strength and its ability to carry ou£ its 
work now and in the future depend on its remaining so.

Who can foretell what future conditions may demand? 
One sure thing about the future is that it will not be a straight 
line projection of the past and that our own organisation, the Red 
Cross, must be sufficiently flexible and adaptable to meet any new 
responsibilities dictated by humanitarian needs.

That is why we are now engaged.in an important study, 
inore-appraising the role of the Red Cross and assessing its 
potentialities in this rapidly changing world.

Any change may mean that decisions have to be based 
on different criteria and that traditional methods of implementing 
these decisions may have to be adapted. One must bear in mind that 
tradition is a good guide but a bad master. What matters is to have 
our minds fixed on our principles and remain faithful to them.

Fresent global problems present many tasks for which * 
experience has not prepared the Red Cross, but they are problems 
we must solve with the courage of our principles because only so 
can we look to the future with confidence.

In the past there has been a tendency to rely on 
scientific and technical achievements and to look to their develop
ment in the future to solve our problems - but have they done so? 
Lowering the deathrate, largely through the control of disease, 
has led to a world population explosion to the point where famine 
threatens to replace pestilence; similarly crop yields increased 
through the use of pesticides and fertilizers may result in the 
death of fish and other forms of animal life from pollution, and 
another source of food is jeopardised.
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Scientific progress alone is not enough. It can be 
used for destructive as well as beneficial purposes; it can bring 
us better health but it can also produce bigger and more destructive 
bombs. Let us be clear - these problems are not only economic, 
they are also humanitarian. What we need is a partnership between 
humanitarian ideals and technological skills. In other words we 
must learn to temper the computer with compassion.

Can we, as an organisation whose aims include the 
promotion of health, the prevention of disease, and the relief 
of suffering, ignore these global problems?

So often the machinery of government by itself is 
not enough - something more is needed - the imagination and the 
sympathetic complementary assistance which come from independent 
and voluntary personal effort such as we can provide through our 
national Red Cross Societies.

One of the heartening features in the somewhat dis
turbing elements of this age is the response of young people to 
the challenge of social problems and to the ideals of a deeper 
human understanding in helping to overcome the ignorance and 
prejudice which divide the world. They have a feeling of 
involvement with other young people the world over and they are 
very conscious that those who follow after us will rightly condemn 
us if we allow any immediate difficulties to divert us from the 
ultimate aim of creating a way of life in which all nations and 
races may live in harmony.

It is in this spirit that I hope our discussions will 
be held throughout this important Conference, uniting as it does 
all those governments who are parties to the Geneva Conventions 
and all the elements of the Red Cross, proving that we are not 
just paying lip service to Red Cross unity, but that it is a 
reality.

We have, at this Conference, a great opportunity to 
influence public opinion in some of the most vital problems facing 
mankind today, of adding a new dimension to the influence and 
usefulness of the Red Cross movement. Let us see that this 
opportunity is not wasted.

Above all let us ensure that political differences which 
are wholly alien to our Red Cross responsibilities do not divert 
us from the pursuit of our principles. An approach which stresses 
our unity of purpose will set an example to the world and will make 
a practical contribution to the world peace which we all so 
earnestly desire.

T.176/rs


