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I The Swedish Red Cross. Headquarters: Artillerigatan 6.
Post Address: 104 40 Stockholm. Emblem: Red cross.

II 1. SRC was founded on May 25, 1865, recognized by the ICRC on 
April 13, 1865 and admitted to the League in 1919.

2, The country is divided into 24 districts. Each district elects 
at least four members to the COUNCIL, which is the highest 
administrative authority and usually meets every third year. 
Between these meetings the SRC is directed by a CENTRAL COM
MITTEE consisting of 53 members elected from the Council, tog
ether with representatives for government authorities and 
private organizations. The Central Committee appoints an 
Executive Committee of 14 members for the day-to-day direction 
of the SRC. The Secretary General and his Secretariat is 
responsible for executive action.

3. There are 24 regional districts with 2,447 provincial and local 
organizations,

4. Relations_with_the_Government: Whilst keeping its independence 
and entirely voluntary character the Swedish Red Cross Society 
tries to co-ordinate its work with the efforts of the Govern
ment on national, regional and local level. This is mainly done 
in the fields of recruiting and training of volunteers for the 
health services within the national defence and in the field of 
social activities. In its international work the Red Cross acts 
entirely independently from the Government. However, on several 
occasions the Governmental authorities have been approached and 
given extremely valuable financial support to Red Cross activ
ities. They have on several occasions also assisted on 
technical matters such as rules for importation etc. This is 
normally done by the Swedish embassy of the receiving country.
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Of course there is co-operation with the Government regarding 
the field which is the responsibility of the Government such as 
the Geneva Conventions and their application.

III Members and financing

1. Most SRC members are passive. The females dominate.

2. There are approx 590,000 members (thereof approx 1U,000 JRC),

3. Budget for 1969: Sw Crs 33,127,000, excl disaster relief. We 
get the money through fund raising, grants for special activ
ities, fees for care and treatment, membership fees, sales and 
rentals, administrated funds.

4. Fund raising methods - through money-boxes, lists, lotteries, 
election-day collect, contests, fashion/film shows, exhibitions, 
first-night performances, calls in the papers, radio and tele
vision.

5. During 1969 we plan our annual fund raising campaign all over 
the country during October. A special campaign to raise funds 
at Lucia in December is also planned.

IV Present activities

1. Disaster_relief:

a) No co-ordinated national Disaster Relief plan has yet 
existed for peace-time. But a special commission for 
medical preparedness in case of disasters has newly been 
formed.

b) The service, in Sweden in this field is at present maintained 
by
a) municipal authorities (fire brigade)
b) state authorities (sea-, mountain- and railway-rescue)
c) private organisations e g RC
d) armed forces, police and civil defence will contribute. 

Normally there will be, however, no immediate assistance.
e) At present a committee has been constituted to consider 

the question of co-ordination and completion of the rescue 
service in time of peace.
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Specific responsibilities:

RC services against accidents in peace time:
a) alarm service
b) assisting the railway-rescue-service
c) service stations on the roads
d) service through ”road-samaritans"
e) ambulance service

c) Assistance not received from abroad but natural disaster 
relief given to 10 countries during 1968:

Algeria 13,000
Burma 60,000
Haiti 84,000
India 301 ,000
Indonesia 10,000
Iraq 166,000
Iran 813,000
Italy 56,000
Korea, Rep 348 ,000
Eastpakistan 340,000
(League) 395,000

Sw Crs 2,586,000

2. Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities

a) SRC recruits voluntary personnel for duty with the medical 
services of the Armed Forces and for the civilian health 
hygiene and medical services.
SRC is charged with the organization of the major part of 
the Home Guard’s wartime medical services.
SRC aids in teaching self-protection to the public by means 
of six hours’ general courses in first aid.

b) Civil Defence: We give some assistance in wartime.

3. In 1968 SRC has given assistance to victims of armed conflicts 
and internal disorders for about 14.3 million Sw Crs:

Nigeria/Biafra 9,000,000
Nigeria 100,000
NFL 437,500
North Vietnam 1,852,000

Sw Crs 11 ,389,500
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Refugees in other countries': ' 2,914,500

Sw Crs 14,304,000
«

4. Activities under the Development Programme of SRC

a) no assistance received

b) SRC has given assistance amounting to 7,108,000 Sw Crs to the 
following countries (no cash)

Country.

Kenya
Uganda
Eastpakistan
Nigeria

Materials

184,000
271,500
591 ,000
271 ,000

Personnel

1 66., 000
140,000
162,000
211 ,000.

Total sum

350,000
411,500
753,000
482,000

Sw Crs 1,317,500 679,000 1 ,996,500

5, SRC teaches job safety to some 15,000 workers each year, in^- 
structs.and informs on hygiene, first aid and sick care.. Main
tains courses in accident- prevention, job safety and prevention 
of occupational diseases.

SRC organizes special courses in first aid for lumberman, farmers, 
road crews, cab drivers, seamen, fishermen and nomadic Lapps.

In peace-time the SRC takes no active part in the recruitment of 
blood donators.

6. We administhSte two nursing schools and 200 persons pass the 
examination as registered nurses each year. There are now

i._5,798 RC-nurses." •••

7. Since 1918 SRC has had a social welfare programme. During this 
period, however, the scope and character of the tasks have 
changed according to the social development of the country. In 
several fields of social work the SRC has been a pioneer in 
activities which later on have been taken over by the local 
authorities. Today our slogan is "Break the isolation" amongst 
elderly, physically or mentally handicapped people. As a 
principle the RC work is carried out by members who do their 
work as volunteers without payment.

Exemples :
a) Meals service



b) Recreational therapy:
1) in the private homes of old or handirapped
2) at RC centers to which the old or handicapped people 

come once or several times a week. Special groups for 
blind people.

c) Personal hygiene

d) Transports: RC volunteers help with the transportation of 
physically disabled persons to clubs, outings, etc, often 
in specially built buses.

e) Regular friendly visits by RC volunteers in the primary way 
to give diversion to those who live isolated on account of 
handicap or old age.

f) Telephone service (A daily call prevents that old or 
handicapped persons living alone might be left without help, 
in case of an accident or sudden illness.)

g) Clubs, Some of them combined with recreational therapy. 
Others with physical training.

h) Courses for the retired in order to activate them

i) In one city a wooden house was built as a RC center for 
elderly people, where they can come all the day when ever 
they like to have a chat, take a bath, pedicure, hair
dressing, have a good meal for a reasonable sum, make 
handicrafts. This center is a tremendous success 1

j) Holidays are arranged for patients suffering from CP, polio, 
asthma and mentally deficient children.

k) Give assistance to mentally retarded adults in co-operation 
with mental hospitals, in order to train the patients to 
return to a normal life.

l) There is an institution for children with cleft palates and 
another for children and adults with the same handicap.

m) Five local organizations run kindergartens for children with 
cerebralpalsy.

n) Hospital hostesses help patients in the wards and in out
patients’ departments.

o) In 1965 we started a pilot activity in the prisons in order 
to establish a positive communication between the inmates and 
the outside world.
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p) Have a center opened during the cold season every day where
social handicapped may come whenever they like to get warm, ’»
get contacts, have something to eat. ; :

q) Have two convalescent homes for sufferers from alcoholism.

r) RC hotels are set up in connection with central hospitals to 
serve people from rual areas who are referred to a clinic 
for a specialists treatment as outpatients. Patients' board 
and lodging are paid by the authorities.

8. The JRC in Sweden has about 14,000 members and the organization 
is somewhat different from other JRC as the activities do not 
take place within the schools. The members* age differs from
9 to 25 years and are divided into three groups (9- 11, 12 - 15, 
16 - 25).

The health and medical education is a fairly thorough one, 
starting with courses in hygiene for the youngest members, 
with first aid and more complete nursing courses for the older 
ones.

The social welfare education and activities are wide arranged 
and include summer camps for mentally or physically handicapped 
children (completely run by JRC members). Arranges contact 
meetings between immigrants and JRC to break the isolation. 
Arrange exchange visits between Swedish JRC members and members 
of other societies.

Has its own disaster fund. Takes direct part to help other 
RC societies, eg milk stations in Algeria- -Since 1968 JRC 
has its own project in Nigeria together with JRC in Finland 
and Norway. The project is called HTPP, Health Training Pilot 
Project. A children's clinic and a training center in Abudja 
and a children’s home in Calabar are also financed. The main 
task has been health education.

9. Activities in the field of the dissemination of the Geneva Con
ventions and the Ped Cross Principles

The Swedish Red Cross Society is more or less permanently 
distributing pamphlets, films and slides regarding the Geneva 
Conventions and in connection therewith also regarding the Red 
Cross principles. . This material, i.s used mainly in the schools 
and within the armed forces. On several occasions the Red Cross
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has also assisted the Authorities in the specific teaching of 
the Geneva Conventions to e g United Nation’s military units 
from Sweden. The Government has contributed to the financing of 
the printed material.

10. Activities in the field of information and public relations

The Information Department at the Headquarters is responsible 
for the SRC general information and the fund raising campaigns.

A magazine, "Vârt rôda kors”, is published six times a year. 
The circulation is 520,000 copies and it is distributed to the 
members, some institutions and massmedia.

Different publications aimed for internal and external inform
ation are published by the Information Department as well as 
films, slide sets etc.
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