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THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY
1963 — 1969

Report to the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
Istanbul September 1969.

The last summarised report of the Norwegian Red Cross in the English language 
was given to the International Red Cross Centenary Congress in Geneva in 1963. 
The present report, therefore, covers the activities during the period 1963 — 1969.

I. Introduction (name, emblem, headquarters etc.).
The Norwegian Red Cross Society ( Norges Rode Kors ).
Address: Parkveien 33 b. Oslo.

Post Office Box 7034 H, Oslo 3.
Telex: Norcross 160 11.
Motto: Inter Arma Caritas.

II. Organisation and structure.
1) Date of foundation September 22nd 1865.

Recognition ty the ICRC: 1865.
Admission to the League: 1920.
Patrons of the Norwegian Red Cross:
H. M. King Olav V.
H. R. H. Crownprince Harald (Junior Red Cross).
H. R. H. Crownprincess Sonja (Child Relief). 
President: Major-General T. Dale.

In 1965 The Norwegian Red Cross celebrated its Centenary. It was a pleasure 
and encouragement on this occasion that the the Norwegian people at large demon
strated its affection and gratitude inter alia through the presentation of «Folke
gaven til Norges Rode Kors» (the Nation’s Gift to the Norwegian Red Cross) 
amounting to 5 million kroner.

2) Authorities of the Society:
a) General Assembly, convened every three years (Highest authority).
b) Board of Representatives, convened twice a year.

(Highest authority between the General Assembly Meetings).
The Board consists of 30 members: The Central Committee, the Chairmen of 

the 21 Red Cross districts and of the Junior Red Cross, the First-Aid Units, the 
Child Relief and the Norwegian Red Cross Nurses’ Association.

c) Central Committee.
President, 2 Vice-Presidents, 2 members, 2 deputy members.

3—4) The Norwegian Red Cross is organised as follows:
21 districts, corresponding to the counties of the country, 305 local com
mittees with a total membership of 190,535 including the members of the 
following special groups:

218 First-Aid Units with 10,409 members.
107 Junior Red Cross groups with 8,681 members.
50 Child Relief groups with 4,476 members.

124 Friends of the Patients groups with 2,300 members.
8 Prison Visitors groups with 230 members.

The membership equals 5.14 % of the population. This percentage is much too 
low, and that is why the Norwegian Red Cross, at the initiative of its Presi
dent Torstein Dale, in 1969 appointed a special Committee whose task was to 



inspire and activate the members of the organisation. Experience shows that only 5ao 
of the members take an active part in Red Cross work. At the suggestion of the 
President a programme has been drawn up for activity-meetings around the 
country conducted by a group of co-workers representing the various tasks which 
may encourage active interest. This programme has shown good results.

”It is the duty of the Red Cross to enthuse its members to the Red Cross ideals, 
to make them interested in their work and to inoculate them with a desire to help 
those in distress», says President Dale.

5) Relations with the Government.
The Norwegian Red Cross has been chartered by the Royal Ministry of 

Defence 1907 as a voluntary auxiliary society for the Military Medical Corps in 
case of war. (Norwegian Red Cross’ bye laws, article 1).

In war as in peace the Norwegian Red Cross will support the military medical 
corps and the medical corps of the civil defence as well as the civil healthservice. 
To the best of its ability it will provide these authorities with personnel and 
equipment. (Norwegian Red Cross’ bye-laws, article 4).

The Norwegian Red Cross receives from the Ministry of Social Affaires an 
annual contribution for training of nurses, first-aid courses and home nursing.

III. Members and financing.
1) Qualifications and Categories of members.

a) Members paying annual membership.
b) Life Members.
c) Corporations.
d) The Red Cross Nurses.
e) Membership of the special units (Junior Red Cross, First Aid Units, 

Child Relief).

2) Total number in 1968: 190 535.
(See page 5 under 3—4).

3) Budget.
Budget for 1969 (National Healquarters): Norw. kr. 1,595,000.
Means of financing:
The annual Red Cross Week.
The National Lottery.
The Penny Slot Machines.
The Christmas Seals.
The Christmas Publication.
The membership fees.
The Wedding Medal 1968 (to commemorate the wedding of the Crown
prince and Crownprincess).

4) Fund raising methods — recent initiatives in this field.
There are in Norway four sources of income available:

a) Regular Contributions from members, etc.
b) Onetime appeal and campaigns.
c) Lotteries.
d) Specific drives by specific groups.

Lotteries are one of the surest means of fundraising but extensive to organise. 
In most cases the Norwegian Red Cross succeeds in getting the Press, T.V. and 
Broadcasting to back up the drives. Every year in September the local branches of 
the Norwegian Red Cross have their ’’Red Cross Week” all over the country for 
the purpose of fundraising and Red Cross propaganda. During that week every 
possible way of fundraising is tried such as lotteries, bazars and competition of 
different sorts.



5) The annual Red Cross week in September (14 days). Average takings 3.5 
million kroner net. In 1969 the Red Cross week will be held from the 4th 
to the 18th of September.

IV. Present activities.
1) Disaster relief.

a) Preparedness and planning.
The Norwegian Red Cross has established 2 Disaster Funds totalling 1.7 
million kroner.
A central disaster-store has been established at Stavanger under the 
supervision of the local Red Cross society. It shall always contain at 
least 6,000 blankets, 1,000 strechers, rubberfootwear, clothing, baby
bundles, etc., which at short notice can be forwarded when a disaster 
occurs either at home or abroad.
Minor stores are also to be arranged locally (within the Red Cross 
districts) for the purpose of completing the central disaster-store when 
this has been exhausted.
The Norwegian Red Cross has on several occasions dispatched blankets, 
rubber footwear, etc., to the League’s disaster-stores, i.a. in Marseille, 
Beyruth, Mombasa for the aid of people hit by distasters. The Nor
wegian Red Cross has appointed a preparatory committee whose task 
is to work out a scheme for concrete national preparedness and to 
appraise the preparedness for international natural catastrophes. In the 
21 districts where the Red Cross operates preparedness contacts have 
been appointed in co-operation with the Civil Defence.
The local Red Cross societies have prepared and provided valuable 

. hospital equipment, etc., throughout the country. Courses are being
conducted with a view to teaching people first-aid and home nursing 
— each course 12 hours — in case of catastrophes. The aim is that 
everybody should know something about first-aid and that in every house
hold there should at any rate be one person who knows home 
nursing. The Norwegian Red Cross’ expences in connection with these 
courses are refunded by the State.

b) Interventions by the Red Cross at the national level.
Fortunately, Norway has been spared any natural disaster of greater 
dimensions. However, the Norwegian Red Cross has given aid to fishing 
families who have been victims of storms in the North of Norway and to 
victims of floods and land-slide accidents in the southern part of the 
country.

c) Assistance given abroad.
During the period covered by this report the Norwegian Red Cross has 
given considerable aid in the form of funds and equipment (medicines, 
food, canned milk, blankets, clothes, etc.) to catastrophe-stricken count
ries like Jugoslavia, Hungary, Congo, Cuba, the Philipines, Indonesia, 
Laos, Macao, Somalia, Vietnam, East-Pakistan, Senegal, Burundi, India, 
Pakistan, Greece, Central-Africa, Nepal, Turkey, Italy, Iraq, Iran, Togo, 
Czechoslovakia.
Of the more important relief actions should be mentioned those put into 
work after the earthquake catastrophe at Skoplje (Jugoslavia) in 1963, 
the flood disaster in Northern Italy in 1966 and the earthquake in 
Sicily in 1968. The Norwegian Red Cross’s help in co-operation with 
other humanitarian organisations, together with a contribution of 2 
million kroner voted by the Norwegian Parliament, consisted of 20 pre
fabricated houses to the victims of the earthquake at Skoplje and the 
building of a tuberculosis-hospital for children, containing 200 beds.
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To the flooded village Canale San Bovo in Northern Italy was sent 
canned meat, canned milk, stockfish, etc., in addition to funds for the 
rebuilding and reparation of destroyed houses amounting to approxim
ately 1 million kroner.
Along with other Norwegian humanitarian organisations the Norwegian 
Red Cross joined in a concerted action in aid of the victims of the earth
quake in Sicily. The results of the action was the erection of 25 pre
fabricated houses with equipment.

2) Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities.
a) Co-operation with the military and civilian health services.
b) Civil defence.

See page 6, 5.
3) Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and international disorders.

Vietnam.
Through the ICRC the Norwegian Red Cross has sent kr. 50,000 in aid of 

civilians both in South- and North-Vietnam. Furthermore, The Norwegian Red 
Cross on behalf of the National subscription in aid of Vietnam sent a suppry 
of condensed milk to the Red Cross in Saigon and surgical equipment to the Red 
Cross in Hanoi.

The Norwegian Parliament voted in December 1966 1 million kroner to 
the Norwegian Red Cross’ aid to Vietnam and in 1967 the Norwegian 
Red Cross received from Oslo Municipality an amount of kr. 100,000 for the 
same purpose.

The money has been spent on vitaminized fish-flour, condensed milk and 
mackerel-pasty to the Red Cross in South Vietnam, surgical equipment for lung
brain- and spine-operations to the Red Cross in North-Vietnam and medical 
supplies to the representatives of the National Liberation Front’s Red Cross. In 
1968 the Norwegian Red Cross sent kr. 300,000 to the League as contribution to 
the aid of civilians in South- and North Vietnam and in the areas controlled by 
the Vietcong forces. Moreover, 150 tons of stock-fish has been despatched to South 
Vietnam, and for account of the League, 36,000 tins of mackerel-pasty.

Norwegian officers have taken part in League’s relief in South Vietnam at the 
expense of the League.

Along with the Danish and Swedish Red Cross, the Norwegian Red Cross has 
contributed Swiss Fr. 100,000 to the League’s planning schemes for aid to Vietnam 
when peace shall have been restored.

Middle-East.
Immediately after the war in the Middle-East at the beginning of June 1968, 

kr. 50,000 was transferred from the Norwegian Red Cross to the International Red 
Cross Committee’s relief-work.

From the Junior Red Cross and the First Aid Units supplies to the total value 
of kr. 270,000 were sent to Jordan, Israel and Syria during the first period after 
the hostilities. The Child Relief organised a quick subscription which produced an 
amount of kr. 14,500.

After the first phase of the relief-work had been concluded, the Norwegian Red 
Cross joined the Norwegian Refugee Council, ’’Redd Barna”, and the Norwegian 
Church Relief in a joint action for aid to the Middle-East. The joint action 
produced an amount of kr. 1,200,000 of which nearly 1 million was spent on 4 
fully equipped mother- and childhospitals in Jordan, including Norwegian 
pe~sonnel.

t 1’ *■." ' J'ile °f October the Norwegian Air-Force placed at the disposal of the
s’ ’ Cross 2 aircrafts for transport of 6,000 blankets to Tel Aviv.

* ‘dv 6,000 blankets and 840 dozen souppackets were shipped to Jordan. 
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This shipment included giftparcels to a total value of kr. 28,000 from the Junior 
Red Cross.

At the end of October a blanket-collecting campaign was set on foot. The 
result was 70,000 blankets.

Yemen.
The Norwegian Red Cross contributed in 1963 and 1964 kr. 20,000 and kr. 

25,000, respectively, to ICRC’s field ambulance in Yemen for treatment of the 
sick and wounded as a result of the disturbances in Saudi-Arabia.

Nigeria—Biafra.
Since domestic hostilities broke out in Nigeria in 1967, the Norwegian 

Red Cross has rendered considerable aid, of which may be mentioned:
Contribution (kr. 80,000) to the Nigerian Red Cross to purchase transport

equipment, shipment of blankets and first-aid parcels (value kr. 40,000). The 
Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave the Norwegian Red Cross a contribution of 
kr. 100,000 which was divided equally between ICRC’s action and the League’s 
relief-work through the Nigerian Red Cross. At the request of ICRC the Nor
wegian Red Cross provided 1 doctor and 2 nurses for one of ICRC’s medical 
teams for 3 months service and kr. 30,000 was contributed to the Committee’s 
action. In 1968 the Norwegian Red Cross received from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs a contribution amounting to kr. 150,000 which was spent on stretchers, 
first-aid parcels, soap, etc., to Lagos.

Furthermore, over 400,000 multivitamin tablets and 20,000 kilos of stockfish 
were purchased and shipped. In September 3 tons of fishflour was bought and 
shipped to Fernando Poo for further transmission to Biafra as well as 10 tons 
of canned milk.

At the end of August when ICRC speeded up its air-lift from Fernando 
Poo into Biafra, the Norwegian Red Cross provided during the first period an 
aircraft and since the end of April it has constantly kept 8—10 men on the spot.

In 1969 the Norwegian Parliament voted kr. 1,200,000 to the Norwegian Red 
Cross’ relief-work in Nigeria/Biafra. 2000 tons of stock fish was placed at the 
disposal of the Norwegian Red Cross by the Government, 1000 tons were in 
February/March shipped to Cotonou and 1000 tons to Santa Isabel. The apportion
ment was made according to the wishes of ICRC. In addition the Norwegian 
Government voted in June a contribution to the relief work in Nigeria/Biafra 
consisting of 500 tons of stockfish and kr. 1 million in cash. The International Red 
Cross Committee has been notified of this contribution. Owing to the cessation of 
flights into Biafra, however, the stockfish is still stored in Norway but is ready 
to be shipped when flights are resumed. The cash-contribution will be transferred 
as soon as the Norwegian Red Cross obtains a green light from the International 
Red Cross.

In February 6 Biafran patients wounded in the war and a nurse arrived in Oslo. 
The patients were admitted to hospitals for surgical treatment. The Norwegian 
Red Cross has guaranteed the expences for travelling, keep and treatment. In April 
the Norwegian Red Cross sent 2 doctors to Biafra to prepare the aid by strength
ening the medical staff at an existing hospital. The setting up of a surgical 
unit is in preparation. Norwegian doctors and nurses are ready to serve at the 
hospital as soon as conditions permit.

The preparation of the technical and medical equipment for the surgical unit 
was finished by the end of May 1969 and was subsequently sent to Cotonou, 
Dahomey by air. The Norwegian medical team left for Cotonou at the same time. 
We had at that time definite promise from the International Red Cross Committee 
that both equipment and personnel would be flown into Biafra as soon as 
airspace was available. Owing to the crisis which occurred following the shooting 
down of a Red Cross plane in the beginning of June, and which resulted in a 
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total interruption of flights from Cotonou and Fernando Poo, it has so far been 
impossible to realise the project.

At the present time — middle of July 1969 — the equipment is stored in 
Cotonou and the personnel has returned to Norway after having waited in vain in 
Cotonou for a fortnight.

The Norwegian Red Cross is prepared to commence operations os soon as 
flights are resumed. It has been promised by the International Red Cross Com
mittee that the transportation of equipment and personnel for the surgical unit 
will have high priority.

4) Activities under the Development Programme of National Societies.
In 1963 the Norwegian Red Cross decided to partake in the joint Nordic 

development-aid to Nigeria’s Red Cross along with the Red Cross Societies in 
Finland, Sweden and Iceland. The plan was to send a person to Nigeria to assist 
in organising the Nigerian Red Cress and to plan information service and profitable 
schemes and such social tasks as may be most suitable for Nigeria’s Red Cross. 
The Norwegian Red Cross has sent various educational materiel to the Nigerian 
Red Cross.

In the summer 1967 the work was extended through the appointment of a 
healthdelegate who for 2 years was to remain in the country. According to the plan 
devised by the health delegate the health work has been carried on by the Junior 
Red Cross’ Health-teams from Finland, Sweden and Norway. The Norwegian Red 
Cross has sent various educational materiel to the Nigerian Red Cross.

The Norwegian Red Cross Child Relief has sent baby clothing and given 
economic support to the working of two children’s homes in Nigeria. The Nor
wegian Red Cross has paid the travelling expences and keep during a period of 
6 months for a Norwegian first-aid instructor in Zambia as part of the League’s 
development programme.

The Norwegian Red Cross has contributed kr. 50,000 to the League’s aid to 
undeveloped countries Red Cross Societies by way of study tours, expert-delegates 
and the like.

In conclusion it should be mentioned that, in consultation with the Nigerian 
Red Cross, the Nordic Red Cross Societies decided to send a technical delegate 
to assist in organising the Nigerian Red Cross catastrophe-preparedness.

5) Activities in the field of health.
First aid practice and accident prevention.

As previously mentioned, the Norwegian Red Cross stresses the importance of 
courses in first aid practice and home nursing. Another important task is the 
mountain rescuing service which is referred to under the paragraph about the 
first aid units.

The Norwegian Red Cross has established blood banks at various places round 
the country and keeps a register of blood donors. The slogan is: So much to 
save — so little to give!

The Norwegian Red Cross has appointed a committee of experts to develop this 
important task.

Together with the Tunisien Red Crescent the Norwegian Red Cross is planning 
the establishment of a health center in Tunisia for Norwegian patients and for 
training of Tunisian physiotherapeuts.

6) Activities in the field of nursing.
Since the start in 1894 the Norwegian Red Cross has educated 8,000 nurses 

in all, of which approximately one half is in active work today. At its 7 schools 
for training of nurses in this country, the Norwegian Red Cross has during a 3- 
years period 1,000 students under training. Every year about 350 students pass their 
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final examination at one of these schools. However, owing mainly to marriage many 
nurses quit the service. According to the Act of January 8th 1960 regarding edu
cation and public approbation of nurses, the State is bound to pay the expences 
covering salaries to teaching staff and cost of materiel. The State’s contribution 
towards the Norwegian Red Cross’ nursing schools has shown an increasing trend 
during the last years. In 1968 the contribution amounted to 2,7 million kroner.

7 ) Activities in the field of Social welfare.
The Norwegian Red Cross has established at various places around the country 

hospitals, cottage hospitals, maternity hospitals and homes for old people. Special 
mention should be made of the 17 sick wards in the North of Norway. With their 
300 beds they have been of invaluable help to the fishing population.

In all, the Norwegian Red Cross has.42 different institutions for sick and old 
people. The Norwegian Red Cross stresses the importance of its welfare work for 
children. The Red Cross Child Relief takes a prominent part in the welfare work 
for suffering, handicapped and sick children both at home and abroad. The Red 
Cross has built homes and training schools for mentally handicapped children and 
children suffering from cerebral palsy. The Child Relief makes every effort to 
materialise the plan to build a special institute for 25 asthmatic children and for 
children with other allergic ailments.

The Red Cross visiting service is on the increase. Friends of the Patients (Grey 
Ladies) and Prison Visitors are regularity visiting hospitals, old-age homes and 
prisons in order to make contact with lonely people and give them encouragement.

8) Activities in the field of Youth.
The Norwegian Red Cross is proud of its First Aid Units which are the 

only first-aid units in this country always on the alert. There are 260 units with 
10,000 young women and men. They are prepared to turn out in case of accidents 
and catastrophes of any kind. The arrangement made with the public authorities 
makes it possible for the rescuing service to become effective at short notice.

The mountain rescuing service both in winter and summer is one of the most 
important tasks of the first aid units. They have done excellent work which has 
brought them recognition from the highest quarters. All the work is done without 
pay. The members are being trained in their sparetime in first-aid and spesific 
rescuing service in various fields according to where the units are located.

Good work has been done by the Norwegian Red Cross’ campaign ’’Fjellvett” 
(Mountain-sense) in order to teach people to show respect for the mountains and 
to follow the simple safety rules.

The first aid units also render ambulance-service. They have a valuable 
ambulance car-park amounting to more than Vi of the country’s total number of 
ambulance-cars.

20,000 girls and boys are members of the Junior Red Cross in and outside 
schools. They follow the programme drawn up by the International Red Cross and 
they give a helping hand to victims of catastrophes and accidents. Through their 
activities and co-operation and meetings with children and young people in all 
countries they promote the cause of peace — the cause of human rights! 
A great and important task accomplished by the Junior Red Cross in this country 
is the establishment of 3 campschools for 144 children with or without handicap. 
One of the schools is situated in the North of Norway and the other 2 in the South.

9) Activities in the field of dessemination of the Geneva Conventions and the 
Red Cross Principles.

The Norwegian Red Cross has published a pamphlet containing a summary of 
the most important provisions in the 4 Geneva Conventions of August 12th 1949. 
Deputies and members of the staff of the Norwegian Red Cross have lectured on 

11



the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross Principles at Red Cross meetings held 
around the country. Information about the Geneva Conventions form part of the 
teaching in the higher schools and in all schools for nurses. The Norwegian Red 
Cross has bought and presented to the schools for nurses ICRC’s colourslides with 
comments on the Geneva Conventions of August 12th 1949. These slides with 
comments have also been sold to military stations.

The Army Medical Corps has published a handbook with a summary of the 
Geneva-Conventions for distribution to all recruits in the Army. Navy and Air 
Force. The recruits are also given information of the conventions.

Special publications, either summarising the provisions of the Geneva-Conven
tions or rendering them in extenso, are being published and have been given 
wide circulation within the Services.

10) Activities carried out to safeguard and promote peace.
Co-operating with other peoples and other countries in their efforts to mitigate 

human sufferings and to activate the Junior Red Cross the Norwegian Red Cross 
is taking part in the work for the promotion of peace.

11) Activities in the field of information and public relation.
There does not exist any standard plan for information and publications. It is 

the Chief Department for Public Relations that is responsible for a number of 
activities such as Press, Radio, Television, Cinema, periodicals and other public
ations, publicity materiel, exhibitions, fundraising campaigns, recuitment of members 
and public relations.

CONCLUSION
The Norwegian Red Cross’ 24th General Assembly Meeting will be held in 

October 1969. At the meeting proposals will be put forward for alterations in the 
organisation. Such alterations will, in the opinion of the Central Committee and 
the Board of Representatives, strengthen the Norwegian Red Cross in its continued 
work for the right of man and for the cause of peace.

How much money has the Norwegian Red Cross spent on its activities nationally

Nationally Internationally
and internationally?

1963 kr. 2,393,107 kr. 1,772,042
1964 » 3,344,988 » 702,992
1965 » 3,199,150 » 1,920,526
1966 » 4,696,881, » 1,142,615
1967 » 5,653,813 » 1,731,651
1968 » 6,860,970 » 4,711,974

During the period 1963—1968 the Norwegian Red 
amount of kr. 38,130,709 on its humanitarian activities.

Total
kr. 4,165,149 
» 4,047,980 
» 5,119,676 
» 5,839,496 
» 7,385,464 
» 11,572,944

Cross has spent a total
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