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CUMANN CROISE DEIRGE na hÊIREANN 
THE IRISH RED CROSS SOCIETY

REPORT TO BE PRESENTED TO THE XXIst INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS, ISTANBUL,

29th AUGUST—13th SEPTEMBER 1969

I. The Irish Red Cross Society was established by an Act of the Oireachtas 
(Parliament) on July 1st, 1939. The emblem is that authorised by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross. The Headquarters of the Society are 
at 16 Merrion Square, Dublin 2, Ireland.

II. 1. The inaugural meeting of the governing body of the Society (the Central
Council) was held in Dublin, September 5th, 1939. Its recognition by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross 
Societies had been secured by the Government when it enacted the Red 
Cross Act 1938.

2. The President of Ireland is the President of the Irish Red Cross and its 
Chairman is appointed by the President on the nomination of the 
Government.
The Central Council is composed of 42 members—14 Government nominated 
members and 28 elected from the 28 Local Government areas. It meets twice 
a year to formulate policy and the means of implementing it. In the interval 
between meetings the Council’s powers are delegated to an Executive Com
mittee of 12, elected from its members, and to its various Sub-Committees.

3. Regions or Areas
The Society is organised in Areas which, in most cases, correspond to the 
Counties. The Area Committee is made up of two members from each 
Branch and a number of co-opted members. This Committee is responsible 
for the organisation of Branches.

4. Group Organisations
(i) Branches
The Branch has many functions and is responsible for implementing the 
Society’s policies in various fields, including the organisation of Courses in 
First Aid and Home Nursing, Water Safety, Care of the Aged, Fund Raising 
and the establishment of Units.

(ii) Units
Units are the uniformed personnel of the Society, men Branch members 
having a recognised Certificate in First Aid, women members having both 
First Aid and Home Nursing Certificates.



Unit personnel provide First Aid facilities at public gatherings—State 
functions, sports fixtures of all kinds, street processions.

A cadet section—Macaoimh na Croise Deirge—is attached to the Units, 
the age for membership being 14-17 years.

(iii) Water Safety Section
In addition to its Branches and Units, the Society has an active Water Safety 
Corps which gives instruction in swimming and life-saving throughout the 
year. An advisory service is available to Local Authorities to survey bathing 
places and make recommendations on the provision of life-saving equipment.

(iv) Junior Red Cross
An active Junior Red Cross Section is organised in schools only. Its activities 
are directed by a Junior Red Cross Committee composed of some members 
of the Central Council and representatives of the Minister for Education, 
School Managers, Headmasters and Teachers’ organisations.

5. Relations with the Government
The Society has excellent relations with the Government which recognises 
it as the principal agency for relief both at home and abroad. The Society 
has special relations with the Government Departments of Defence, Foreign 
Affairs, Health, Local Government and Social Welfare.

III. Members and Financing
1. Membership

Membership of the Society is open to all Irish citizens, the annual member
ship fee being 5/- (2/6 for members under 18 and over 65 years of age). 
For Junior Red Cross members there is a group affiliation fee of 2/6, 4/- or 
5/- per Link according to numbers.

2. Number of Members
Adult—3,114 (1,347 Branch members; 1,307 Unit members and 460 Water 

Safety members).
Juniors—13,086.

3. Budget
The approximate average Budget of the Society is £30,000. Branches con
tribute 20% of their annual fund-raising, grants from Local Authorities for 
Water Safety activities amount to approximately 8 % of the Budget and the 
Society receives a grant-in-aid from the Government.

4. Fund Raising
Each Branch raises funds at the date most suitable in the particular area. 
Fund-raising methods include flag days (street collections), house-to-house 
collections, concerts, dances, card drives, coffee mornings, sponsored walks 
and raffles.

IV. Present Activities
1. Disaster Relief

(a) Relief at Home
In the event of disaster primary responsibility for the co-ordination of 
rescue services rests with the Civil Defence Officer. Each Area Committee 
of the Society has its own Emergency Officer who is responsible for bringing 



Red Cross Services into action and maintaining liaison with the Civil 
Defence Officer and other agencies.

Cccasional flooding is the only natural disaster which is experienced. Fuel 
and heating equipment to dry homes are supplied by the Society; beds, 
bedding and clothing are provided if necessary. Similar aid is given to victims 
of fires and to needy families.

(b) Assistance Abroad
In general the Society responds to appeals for relief received from the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross 
Societies.
At present the Society is participating actively in the programme of relief 
for victims of the Nigeria/Biafra conflict. Expenditure to date on foods, 
medicine, clothing, blankets, on the provision of medical teams, and on 
subsistence grants to Biafran students in Ireland amounts to 1,508,760 Swiss 
Francs.

2. Activities as Auxiliaries of the Public Authorities
Civil Defence
The Society’s Units are enrolled in the Civil Defence Casualty and Ambulance 
Services.
Women members of the Units undergo a 48-hour Hospital Training Course 
for Nursing Aides.

3. Assistance to Victims of Armed Conflicts and Internal Disorders
The Society maintains a Home for 20 aged refugees from the Far East 
(White Russians).
It also continues to take an interest in refugees from the Baltic countries 
who came to Ireland in the post-war years, and in Hungarian refugees who 
have settled in Ireland.

4. Development Programme
The Society as such did not promote a Development Programme of its own.
The Irish Government invited the Society to undertake the National Freedom 
from Hunger Campaign and in its five years of operation it sponsored a 
project for a Village Settlement and Farmers’ Training Centre at Mlale, 
Tanzania, where 250 farming families were provided with homes, land, 
dispensary, community centre, school and other community services. The 
project included the clearance of some 6,000 acres of “bush savannah” 
country, the settlement therein of the 250 families from the Ruvuma region 
and the establishment at Mlale of a residential Farmers’ Training Centre at 
which first the settlers themselves and later farmers from all over the Ruvuma 
region would receive instruction in modern agricultural practices.
This project required a contribution from Ireland of 1,557,000 Swiss Francs 
and this amount was collected by the Irish Red Cross Society.

5. Activities in the field of Health
In addition to organising First Aid instruction for the general public the 
Society provides instruction in factories, for prison personnel and for youth 
groups and other organisations.

Blood Transfusion
Branches recruit donors and assist the National Blood Transfusion Associa- 



tion at Clinics. Members also assist the Mass Radiography Service, Irish 
Heart Foundation and the Conquer Cancer Campaign.

6. Activities in the field of Nursing
Home Nursing Classes are available for the general public.
Six Nursing Scholarships are awarded annually by the Society. These 
Scholarships cover the hospital training fee and, in some cases, an allowance 
towards the cost of uniform.

7. Activities in the field of Social Welfare
Most of the Society’s Branches take a very active part in the Care of the 
Aged through the organisation of Clubs, Outings, Parties, Meals-on-Wheels, 
Home Visitation, Home Helps and Laundry and Chiropody Services.
Hospital visitation and entertainment of patients, escort services for the 
handicapped and the aged, and the provision of a medical requisites service 
are popular activities.

8. Activities in the field of Youth
The Junior Red Cross covers a wide field of activities and is most active in 
its services for the handicapped.

9. Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions
The Society lost no opportunity to secure the ratification of the Geneva 
Conventions by the Irish Government on 22nd September 1962.
A special leaflet on the Geneva Conventions has been published and is 
widely distributed.

10. Activities carried out to Safeguard and Promote Peace
The Society provides comforts for Irish Troops serving abroad with the 
United Nations Peace-keeping Forces.

11. Publications
First Aid Manual
Junior First Aid Primer
Home Nursing Manual (at present being revised)
Water Safety Manual
Home Nursing Care of the Aged.

30th April 1969.


