
REPORT OF DANISH_RED CROSS WORK FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 1966 to MARCH 31, 1?68

Organization

The Danish Red. Cross was founded, on April 26, 1876, and. recognized by the Danish 
government on June 26, 1876, on the basis of the Geneva Conventions of 1864 which 
- like the subsequent Conventions - have been ratified by the Danish government. 
The Danish Red Cross is recognized by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, and is a member of the League of Red Cross Societies.

Branches

During the period reviewed, 11 new branches have been established and the national 
society now comprises altogether 153 local branches with ab. 177-000 members.

President Samuel A. Gonard's official visit to Denmark

The ICRC President, Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, visited Denmark from May 19 to May 23, 
1967, accompanied by Mr. Claude Pilloud. During his stay the President was re
ceived by His Majesty King Frederik IX, and also by the Prime Minister. Included 
in the programme was a visit to "Kraglund" in Jutland, the Danish Red Cross rest 
home for mothers and children.

Disaster relief

In response to appeals from the League of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC, the 
Danish Red Cross has in the period under review given disaster relief to the fol
lowing countriess

India
In the spring of 1966, the Danish Red Cross launched a fund-raising and infor
mational campaign in all Danish schools for the benefit of 15 million Indian 
children threatened by serious famine.
The majority of the schools joined actively in this action, collecting 1 million 
Danish kroner, which sum was used for the purchase of powdered milk for the 
Indian Red Cross.

East Pakistan
After the flooding of vast areas in East Pakistan in the late spring of 1966, 
the Danish Red Cross in cooperation with the Danish government shipped about 
4 tons of antibiotics and Vitamin C tablets to the areas of disaster.

Turkey
On August 19, 1966, eastern Anatolia was hit by a violent earthquake. Assisted 
by the Danish Air Force, the Danish Red Cross despatched 6.000 blankets and 
4.9o° portions of penicillin to the Turkish Red Crescent.

Italy
In November I966, North Italy was ravaged by the worst floods ever experienced 
in Italian history. The Danish Red Cross at once forwarded antibiotics worth 
325.ooo Danish kr. Later a shipmen Lankets and 24 tons of foodconcentrates
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(milk powder and vegetable mash) up to a value of I80.000 Danish kr. were des
patched. All relief shipments were undertaken gratuitously byAl-Italy, the 
Italian Air Comparer.

Malaysia
Owing to heavy monsoon rains, large areas of Malaysia became flooded in the 
beginning of January 1967- The Danish Red Cross despatched on January 20, TAB 
vaccine for the inoculation of 5°00 persons.

Greece
Through the ICRC, the Danish Red Cross has purchased food parcels for Greek 
political detainees and their families. The Danish Red Cross has been able to 
render this aid through a contribution of lo.ooo Danish kroner from the Danish 
nation-wide drive started by members of the Danish parliament for aid to Greece 
and thanks to a large number of private contributions.

Iraq
In May 1967 terrible floods took place along the Euphrates, and the Danish Red 
Cross sent off by air to Bagdad loo family tents.

Middle East
On June 7, 1967, the Danish Red Cross was informed that the ICRC had commenced 
large-scale relief work after the end of the war in the Middle East. With 
support from the Danish government, the Danish Red Cross immediately placed 
the sum of 2oo,ooo Danish kr. at disposal for the purchase of first-aid equip
ment and blood plasma. Altogether, the Danish Red Cross contributions to Red 
Cross relief work in the Middle East have been 95o«°oo Danish kr.

At the request of the League, the Danish Red Cross placed a delegate at the 
disposal of the relief work for refugees in Jordan. Professor Sv. Holm-Nielsen 
D.D., went out for a 2 month period. In February, 1968, he was again sent out 
to supervise the clearing of the relief stock at Amman.

Turkey
On June 27, 1967, the Danish Red Cross forwarded 60 tents to Turkey after the 
disastrous earthquakes in Eastern Anatolia.

Nigeria
In September 1967, the Danish Red Cross granted 5«°oo US dollars for relief 
work in the civilwar in Nigeria-Biafra. The work has been considerable extended 
after the period in review.

Yugoslavia
On November 3o, 1967, the south-western part of Yugoslavia wTas rent by a 
violent earthquake. The Danish Red Cross granted lo.ooo Danish kroner for 
purchase of foodstuffs.

Algeria
On December 1, 1967, Danish kr. lo.ooo was sent to the victims of disastrous 
floods in Algeria.

Italy
On January 15, 1968 Sicily was ravaged by several violent earthquakes and the 
Danish Red Cross contributed with 35*°°o Danish kr. for purchase of blood plasma.
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Yemen
On March 15, 1968, the ICRC requested the Danish Red Cross to put surgeons at 
the disposal of its relief work during the war in Yemen. The doctors who 
enrolled were missioned for a 3-month period. They left on March 31, I968, and 
served in the combat zone in northern Yemen. The Danish Red Cross has granted 
lo.ooo Sch. frs. towards the relief work in Yemen.

Viet Nam

Since the beginning of 1965 the Danish Red Cross has - through the International 
Red Cross - rendered assistance to the civil population of both North and South 
Viet Nam, and to the areas controlled by the National Liberation Front. Up to 
January I968, the Danish Red Cross has given aid amounting to 785»000 Danish kr. 
to the North Vietnamese Red Cross and the Liberation Front, and 645.000 Danish kr. 
to the South Vietnamese Red Cross.
On February 7? 1968, the Danish Red Cross received a request from the League for 
instant help to Viet Nam owing to the recent extension of the war. An appeal was 
at once made to the public, and the branches were asked to support the collection. 
The presidium granted loo.000 Danish kr., and the Danish government contributed 
1 million Danish kr.
At the Danish Red Cross campaign in the spring of 1966 to the benefit of famine- 
stricken children in India, a pamphlet celled the "Milk Post" was issued to all 
schools in Denmark. A new "Milk Post" campaign was launched (725.000 copies) and 
a copy was sent to every schoolchild in Denmark together with posters and other 
material. The schools asked for more than 43.000 sets of picture- and textbooks 
relating io Viet Nam. Practically all schools of tfee country have joined actively in 
the drive, which was also supported by High Schools, Lion Clubs, Rotary Clubs, 
St. George's Guilds, youth clubs and a large number of private circles and indi
viduals.
On February 24, 1968, the Danish Red Cross in cooperation with the Foreign Ministry 
and the Danish Air Force sent off 3 military aircrafts with medicine, surgical in
struments, blankets and food concentrates to North and South Viet Nam. The relief 
supplies 'were flown to Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia, and from there re
conveyed to Hanoi and Saigon by the ICRC.

Planning of relief to Viet Nam

At a suggestion of the Danish Red Cross made about a year ago, a Scandinavian study 
group was appointed. The members were representatives of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Scandinavian countries and of the Red Cross societies, and the aim 
is to discuss the conditions and possibilities for a' joint action in the humanita
rian and technical field of operation. The study group, presided over by ambassador 
Torben Busch-Nielsen, Denmark, agreed upon a working plan primarily to deal with 
humanitarian aid in the emergency that will probably arise immediately after the 
end of the hostilities.

It was agreed as an important point that any aid should be absolutely impartial, and 
the study group has contacted the .ICRC and the League concerning the implementation 
of the work planned. In view of such relief action, certain measures should be taken 
such as storing of material, recruiting and training primarily of key personnel, 
as well as other precautions that might be taken right now.

Danish Refugee Aid,

The Danish Red Cross is a member of rhe Danish Refugee Council, which was established 
in 1956 as a permanent co-ordinating body for 11 relief organisations.
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On the UN-day, the 24th of October, 1966, the Danish Refugee Council carried through 
a grand-scale house to house collection for the benefit of refugees in Africa and 
Asia. The drive, to which many Red Cross branches contributed, totalled 14 million 
Danish kr.
Out of the collection, Red Cross projects have received certain amounts, e.g. a day 
school in Hong Kong administrated by the Red Cross. A grant of Joo.ooo Danish kr. 
has been given to the settlement programme of the League for Sudanese refugees in 
the Central African Republic. In addition, 800.000 Danish kr. were allotted to Red 
Cross relief work among Vietnamese refugees.

Where the money comes from

Red Cross Weeks

During the years 1966-68 the planning of the annual fund-raising campaign on the part 
of the respective Red Cross branches was considerably extended. The "weeks", besides 
collecting money, also offer opportunity to make propaganda for Red Cross, and these 
have been fully utilized in many places. Exhibitions, drawing and essay contests, 
the publishing of informative material are all media used in our money drive.

The two Red Cross Weeks totalled an amount of 4»1 million Danish kr., two thirds of 
which have been used for international ■work, and one third for national tasks.

Wedding cgins

Within the last two years, the Danish Red Cross has organised the sale abroad of two 
wedding coins, one on the occasion of Princess Margrethe's wedding, and the other to 
celebrate Princess Benedikte's wedding.

The profits of the sale went among other things to the Danish Red Cross, whose share 
amounted to ab. 670.000 Danish kr.

The Danish Teaching Hospital at Kinshasa, Congo Dem. Rep.

On June 1, 1968, expired the first 5~years period for the intergovernmental agreement 
between Congo and Denmark relating toihe operation of the teaching hospital at 
Kinshasa. The hospital lias been administrated by the Danish Red Cross during this 
period. A new 5~years agreement has now been signed to the effect that the Danish 
government continues to pay the Danish share of the expenses in connection with the 
running of the hospital, and that the Danish Red Cross is still in charge of the ad
ministration. The grant app. is 52 million Danish kr., and this project has thus 
become the largest Danish contribution to a developing country.

This renewed agreement has made it possible not only to continue the work commenced 
but also to carry through a series of extensions and improvements of the hospital, 
for instance, much needed repairs and conversions of the buildings already existing. 
Further, all wards are to have installed the equipment required for satisfactory 
functioning, and finally school premises and houses foi* the student nurses are to 
be erected on the hospital grounds to secure more efficient teaching. An extension 
will also be made of the personnel, thus in 1°68 there will be a Danish staff of 
ab. 7o, equal to a Danish colony of some loo persons. The Danish Red Cross has at its 
own expense appointed a health visitor attached to the hospital. During 1966 and 
67/68, two Danish medical students have been assigned by the Danish Red Cross for a 
period of 6 months where they have bad the chance to learn about tropical diseases, 
and also to take part in the routine work at a hospital in a developing country.
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Education is the way to "better health in Congetso it is all important to improve 
teaching at the Red Cross hospital at Kinshasa. There is an overwhelming interest 
down there to get a training, one year they received over l,ooo applications for 
25 posts as male nurses, and the majority of those who are admitted as some kind 
of students actually do a good job.

The Danish Red Cross Astma Sanatorium at Kongsberg, Norway

The Kongsberg Astma Sanatorium was built by Norway in 1950 in gratitude for assi
stance from Denmark during the Second World War. During the months of September, 
October and November 1968 the Sanatorium received the 56th team of Danish asthmatic 
children from 4 to 13 years old. Up to now, 3°oo Danish children have benefited 
from the national gift from Norway. The sanatorium is situated in very fine 
healthy surroundings, and is enjoying high esteem among Danish doctors. Many parents 
have expressed their thankfulness on behalf of their children.

A gift for the Greenlanders

During the period under review the Danish Red Cross children's home in Greenland 
have been transferred to the Council of Greenland. The documents of transfer were 
signed at Godthab in December 1967° The Council has requested the Danish Red Cross 
for the time being to continue the administration of the children's home and it has 
consented. The Red Cross pays lo per cent, of the total expenditure in connection 
with the working of the homes. In 1967 the amount was 77°000 Danish kr.

Nursing activities

Groups of student nurses from the nursing schools in Copenhagen have visited our 
nursing consultant to learn about the special nursing activities. A selection of 
student teams will visit the nursing consultant in order to gather infoi'mation. 
They then go ba.ck to their fellow students at the nursing school and give lectures 
on the Red Cross.

At the request of the nursing schools all over the country the Danish Red Cross 
has organised a course in training of nurses as first aid instructors. Such a 
course was held in 1967, comprising 14 nurses from ten nursing schools.

Great activity in the Society’s branches

Within 6 branches a grey ladies and men service has been commenced, and in the 
nearest future still more branches are taking up this kind of work. A total number 
of ab. 800 Red Cross volunteers have now enrolled for this task.

They have to go through a course of instruction and will then receive a certificate 
of authorization as a "Red Cross grey lady or man". He or she undertake to visit 
lonely old people, handicapped and chronic invalids not less than 5° hours a year. 
They are working in hospitals and nursing homes, and in particular in private 
homes where the need has proved to be urgent. Their task is undertaken in close 
contact inter alia with the public authorities, physicians, and the like.

Nursing homes
There are now 5 Danish Red Cross nursing homes whose inmates are aged people, or 
severely handicapped in all age groups. Two of these homes have just been opened, 
and one more will be in use in a few months time. Further, plans are already existing 
for the erection of another 4 homes, one of which should be for younger handicapped 
alone.

•A



DANISH RED CROSS APRIL 1, 1?66 - MARCH 31, 1968 page 6

Holiday camps

In 1963 "the Copenhagen branch took over the kindergarten holiday camp belonging to 
the headquarter. Complete restoration and modernization has made it possible to 
run the camp as an all-year activity, and it has been used as a three-week holiday 
place for teams of 40 children each.

"Golden Age Clubs"

The Danish Red Cross has started in several places the socalled Golden Age Clubs, 
where elderly people can spend part of their leisure time in convinial gathering.

Care of the aged

A number of branches cooperate in the promotion of health work, including inter alia 
the publishing of pamphlets offering lectures, starting of courses for lectures, 
and the training of instructors, e.g. relative to occupation of the aged. In 
some places the training of co-workers in the field of care of the aged has also 
been taken up.

Kraglund - the rest home

In 1963 the rest home Kraglund in Jutland was subject to a radical modernization 
and restoration. Until then the home was only open in summertime, but the recon
struction made it possible to receive mothers and children in winter, and February 
1966 Kraglund became an all year institution.

During the period October 1967 - April 1968, 83 mothers and 159 children have 
enjoyed a restful time in the beautiful surroundings.

Summer-house for the handicapped

In the summer of 1966, the first inmates moved into the summer-house for disabled 
erected by a branch of the Danish Red Cross. It is specially fitted up, and is 
probably the first of its kind in Denmark. The house is at disposal in holidays 
for families having one or more physically handicapped members.

Local Red Cross first aiders procured the means to purchase materials and built the 
house themselves. A big garden has been laid out, and special facilities are pro
vided for the use of wheel chairs. The house is full up through out summer time.

Kindergart ens

A large number of branches have built and are running kindergartens. There are now 
49 Red Cross kindergartens and 4 day nurseries, and several more are under con
struction or being planned.

First aid

Recent years have seen a rise in the number of first aid courses held. This fortunat 
trend is the result of the valuable efforts made all over the country by the Red 
Cross branches and instructors, but is also due to the fact that an ever increasing 
number of fellow citizens seem to acknowledge the importance of first aid in the 
modern community with the increased risk of accidents.

In 1967 over 19.000 persons have been trained by Red Cross instructors, ab. 12.000 
having taken the elementary first aid course. Some 7«ooo persons attending evening 
and youth schools, etc. have gone through a standard first aidtraining (Elementary 
first aid + advanced first aid) courses which have been arranged by the local 
branches.
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Moreover, Danish Red. Cross instructors have held, a great many courses for big 
children and young people in the youth corps, the Junior Red Cross and others.

Instructors and the training of instructors

During the last two years there has been a rise in the number of approved instruc
tors in advanced first aid, so the total figure is now 248, while the number of 
instructors in elementary first aid has been reduced to 335»

First aid teaching in schools
More and more elementary schools in this country are introducing first aid as 
an optional subject, a,nd the number of school children learning first aid is conse
quently increasing annually. Even if no special survey is available of the number 
of children who are trained in the schools every year, it may reasonably be sup
posed that at least 7°ooo children in the upper classes received first aid 
training in 1967° This trend is very promising and is due more particularly to 
the work thoughout the years on the part of the "Committee for the First Aid 
Emblems". Through the Ccmnittee some 55° teachers and women teachers have been 
trained to practice first aid instruction in the schools, in 1967 alone ab. loo.

In spite of this increase there is still a great need for trained first aid teachers 
especially in schools outside the large urban areas. The Camittee is therefore 
trying - in collaboration with The Danish High School for Teachers and local 
teachers' organization - to carry through new courses for the training of first 
aid instructors, the target being that at least one aid trained teacher or women 
teachers should be found in every school in the country.

First aid organizations

As appears from the recent reports received from the Danish Red Cross' first aid 
organizations, the decline in the number of these activities has been continued 
while the total number of members has shown no further decrease in fact even a 
small rise. As per April 1, 1968, there are now 114 first aid organizations with 
members totalling 5883, of whom 3354 are active.

As in earlier years great efforts have been made by the organization through courses 
and practices in order to keep up and expand the first aiders' ability and learning.

In 1967 some 47»000 watch-hours have been kept on beaches, at sports and athletic 
contests, etc. and first aid or other assistance has been rendered to over 4»000 
persons.

Life-saving posts and life-boats

In order to secure a reduction in the number of accidents along the Danish lakes 
and beaches the safeguarding of these is a task for which many of the Red Cross 
branches feel a special responsability. Thanks to energitic work on the part of 
local branches, altogether 263 Danish Red Cross life-saving posts of a new type 
have been stationed since spring 1966 in many places. Some branches have further 
taken the initiative to extra extension of their activity in life-saving.

Thus it may be mentioned that two branches in southwestern Jutland have bought a 
motor life-boat for Fane and Remo 2 islands in the North Sea. - the special cur
rents there often involving the need of rescue operations some distance off the 
shore. This type of boat has proved to be well fit for this purpose. Other 
branches are planning to purchase some kind of boat or pontoon supplementary to 
the life-saving posts. These should be used in case of accidents away from the 
shore e.g. caused by capzised dinghies and inflated air beds.
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Junior Red Cross

During the period under review, 7 new JRC associations have been established. Thus 
as per March 31? 1968, there are 29 associations totalling 600 members.

Junior Red Cross is constantly taken up new tasks. Several branches have started 
courses in old age pensioners' aid. Some 5° helpers have been trained, and a si
milar number are still in training. The course last 3 months, and instruction is 
given, for instance, in how to assemble a hearing aid, and in the technical 
construction of wheel-chairs which is rather complicated. Further, instruction is 
given in road traffic, and there are lectures on the special problems of old people. 
The courses finish with an examination. Danish Red Cross has issued a booklet for 
use in teaching.

Old Age Pensioners' helps undertake ordinary housework, and shopping, but their most 
important task is to find time to talk with the aged.

The Junior Red Cross has continued its usual extensive work and special mention 
should be made of the summer camps. In 1966 a camp for mentally handicapped 
children was arranged, and in 1967 two camps 'were opened, one for physically 
handicapped and one for mentally handicapped children. About 2oo children have 
in this way enjoyed a holiday in open air with games, swimming and excursions.


