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SAUDI ARABIAN RED _CRESCENT SOCIETY 

NATIONAL HEAD?UARTERS--RIYADH

The Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society was founded in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the Red Crescent emblem, by virtue 
of the Royal Decree No,1, issued on Thursday, 6th June, 196Z. 
the 18th of August the national society was officially recognised 

by the International Committee of the Red Cross and was then 
admitted to the membership of the League of Red Cross Societies 

as the 99th member. The Society is patronized by His Majesty 
the King. The Society is dedicated and devoted for humanitarian 
actions on behalf of all victims as well as for the cause of 
peace. In its actions either on the national level or beyond 
the borders, the Society only abides by the fundamental prin
ciples regardless political ideology. It does not involve it
self in any controversies of political nature.

The Board of Directors of the Society is the highest authority 

and is constituted as follows:
The President of the Society, who is ex-officio the Chairman 

of the Board, the Vice-President, representatives of the 
Ministries of Finance, Interior, Defence, Health, Labour and 
Social Affairs, and four other members appointed by the President 
from among those interested in the humanitarian cause of the 
Red Crescent.

There are three regional organisations, 1Z local centres and 
12 branch-centres as well as many depots and First-Aid posts. 
Attached to the regional and local centres are fully equipped 
dispensaries, provided with best doctors, technical nurses, 
pharmacists and assistant pharmacists as well as first-aiders
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fund is reserved. On the other hand the Society is well arranging 
and preparing its own pre-disaster machinary in order to face 
any foreseen and unforeseen calamities and he able to undertake 
prompt relief actions without any delay.

The necessity for quick report from the scene of the disaster 
made the Society to use, since last year, the telecommunication 
system in its relief actions jointly with the rescue police 
bureau. It is now under comprehensive study to create a separate 
radio system. This will of course facilitate quick and effective 
contacts in cases of natural disasters and calamities as well as 
the following of any further development of a disaster and 
specify and indicate the magnitude of the relief supplies needed. 
In the near future the Society will maintain its own radio 
contacts on the international level.

Relevant to relief actions the Society undertook twice the 
whole relief operations'^ locally, on behalf of the victims of 
rain-water floods. From its own stocks it provided the required 
number of tents, blankets, as well as medicaments, powder milk 
and food stuffs. The Society also played an important role in 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation phase.

As far as the foregoing relief operations are concerned, the 
Society received no assistance from abroad, since no appeals 
were launched in this connection. Nevertheless, our Society 
contributed in many disaster relief operations, in many coun
tries, either in cash or kind. Gifts were sent to victims of 
natural disasters in different countries.

The major objective of the Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society 
is to act in times of peace and war in its capacity as an 
auxiliary to both the medical authorities of the armed forces 
and the public authorities. Through its many centres and 
branch centres the Society is undertaking many activities in 
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the field of health, social welfare and first aid. The ambulance- 
services and first aid teams work 24 hours, and always ready to 
intervene and render assistance. Almost all road accident victims 
are conveyed by the Red Crescent ambulances to hospitals after 
being given the necessary first-aid treatment by our first-aiders.

Our dispensaries receive regular out-patients and treat them 
freely and render the best medicine.This was well seen by the 
Secretary-General of the League of Red Cross Societies during 
his recent visit.

The Pilgrimage season, one of the largest gather seasons, is 
a difficult and unique burden incumbent upon our Society. Over 
a million pilgrims gathering at the same time in a limited area, 
one can imagine the magnitude of efforts and services to be 
provided and the measures and arrangements to be made to faci
litate their well-being and the necessary services to be arranged. 
The Secretary General himself have witnessed part of this great 
mobilisation and arrangement as well as the incoming of hundreds 
of thousands of pilgrims. During this season our first-aid 
posts along the main roads leading to Mecca as well as on Sea 
and airports, functioned for 24 hours. All our physicians, first- 
aiders, ambulance services, nurses are mobilised to thepilgrimage 
area to render services and protect their health.

Since 1966, some sister Societies began to cooperate with us 
during pilgrimage season by sending medical teams and mobile 
field hospitals. Particular mention should be made of the 
Turkish Red Crescent and the Iranian Red Lion and Sun. This 
cooperation was recommended in the Rabat Seminar of May 1966.

A close cooperation is being maintained, in the field of 
civil defence, with the civil defence department. Everything is 
still new in this field and a complete joint plan is now under 
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study. One cannot expect everything to be complete’ in a 
national society established only five years ago.

The statutes of the Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society indicate 
the national Society to be an auxiliary body to the medical 
authorities of the armed forces and the public authorities. And 
in this respect we have ho recall that the Red Cross movement 
emerged from the battle field of Solferino and devoted itself 
at the very beginning only for the relief of the sick and wounded 
at the battle field. In this capacity the Saudi Arabian Red 
Crescent Society is providing great assistance to the victims 
of armed conflicts. Since '1962, the outbreak of the conflicts 
in Yemen, our Society is providing every necessary assistance to 
the victims of that conflict in close cooperation with the dele
gates of the International Committee of Red Cross and the ♦ 
national Red Crescent Society in the Yemeni Mutwakilete Kingdom. 
We have contributed with food, medicaments and shelters, Yemenese 
were trained by our Society in first-aid and ambulance service. 

We have participated in the transfer and treatment of the sick 
and wounded.

In 1967, following the brutal aggression over some x.rab 
territories, our Society immediately sent a convoy of ambulances 
and trucks loaded with tents, drugs, clothes and food stuffs as 
well as el medical team of physicians, nurses and first-aiders. 
Our assistance in this respect is still continuing and the 
necessary funds are being collected for the purpose of relief 
actions for refugees and familities whose guardians were killed 
by the enemy. Our Society is actively contributing in co
operation with the National Committee for the Relief of the 
Palestinian Refugees, chaired by His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman, Governor of Riyadh.



As far as the activities under the development programme 
are concerned, we confess that up to this moment we have not 
benefited from this programme, at least not in the direct way. 
Our Society organised itself in the highest calibre with the 
help of "Ford Foundation”, an internationally reputed body in 
the field of organisation. The Society also contracted with 
doctors and highly qualified and experienced health and medical 
advisers in order to establish our own activities in a manner 
suited to our country and its needs. We are also making our own 
plans in the field of community welfare and health education 
programmes.

The Society already achieved outstanding services despite 
that it was established in 1965. We have trained our own first- 
aiders who are now forming our first-aid teams and ambulance 
services. We have a special training centre at our headquarters 
where volunteers and both juniors and adult members receive 
their training. These volunteers after being trained share in 
the improvement of community health and help during pilgrimage 
season.

First-aid is now instructed by our doctors in sports clubs, 
police college and to the traffic and rescue police. 'Through 

our Juniors and boy-scount units, first-aid is now being 
instructed in all high schools, factories and workshops. Where- 
ever you go you will find the Red Crescent first-aid kits..

With regard to blood transfusion, the Society is planning 
in close collaboration with the League’s Health and Social 
Service Bureau, to establish in the future, its own blood banks. 
At present we are cooperating with the existing blood banks 
belonging to the Ministry of Health. We are sharing in the 
propaganda and the recruitment of donors. Our cooperation in 
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this field comes under one of our major activities, the health 
education programme. A lot of propaganda is being done and every 
possible information media, such as T.V., publications and posters 
are exploited. Regular Red Creseent programmes are difused 
through the broadcasting and T.V. Our doctors appear both 
through the broadcasting and the small silver-screen once every 
fortnight. Our doctors and instructors constantly promote health 
education among public, to pupils at schools and at all social, 
public and sports clubs.

At present great attention is being given to nursing. The 
Society is now arranging to establish its own school of nursing, 
where full courses will be maintained to qualify competent tech
nical nurses.More than 1Z dispensaries were attached to our 
local centres where regular diagnosis and treatment are under
taken. The Society also shares with all its capabilities in the 
campaigns against epidemics.

In the field of social welfare the national society is co
operating with the Ministry of Social Welfare in providing 
assistance in all forms to social centres and charitable organi
sations. We contribute to these centres and organisations with 
food stuffs, milk, clothes and blankets. It is now under com
prehensive study to establish a home for the mentally retarded 
and disabled children. The Society is now successfully running 
a kind of foster parent plan for the care of poor, abandoned 
and illegitimate children.

Our activities in the field of youth began very recently. 
Realizing that the young people were the future and the strength 
of the Red Crescent, we are giving great impulse to the junior 
red crescent section. Our juniors have great ideal to help 
the others in the most disinterested and useful way. We are 



also aware, as well, of the importance of youth and. their essential 
role in the promotion of the Red. Crescent activities and princi
ples. In this field which is considered very essential, we are 
closely cooperating with the Ministry of Education and ‘boy
scouts organisation. These juniors are trained in first-aid and 
public health. Their very essential role was very clear during 
last pilgrimage where they actively participated in the safe
guard of pilgrims. They also acted as guides to lost pilgrims 
and assisted in the organisation of the traffic.

Close contacts are now being maintained between our juniors 
and the juniors abroad. They constantly exchange with them 
friendship boxes. In 1968 a team of 4 juniors and a leader 
participated in the Pendic Camp in Turkey. They are now arrang
ing themselves to participate in the same camp this year in 
July.

The Saudi Arabian Red Crescent is making every possible 
effort as far as the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
and the Red Cross Principles are concerned. In this connection, 
the Society is in close coordination and cooperation with the 
authorities in the Ministries of Education and Defence. We are 
trying to introduce the fundamental principles and the broad 
lines of the conventions as part of the civics being taught 
to students at schools. Articles of Geneva Comentions will 
soon be introduced officially in the military and air force 
colleges.

No peace can be safeguarded or promoted unless hunger and 
all kinds of distress are get rid of. Being aware of this fact 
and for the sake of peace and love among mankind the Saudi 
Arabian Red Crescent is cooperating with the sister societies 
in relief actions carried on behalf of victims at any part of 



the world, as well as assistance to victims of conflicts and 
internal disorders. On the national level every possible effort 
is made for the promotion of the fundamental Red Cross principles 
which we consider a firm ground for any peaceful action» Through 
the members and juniors of the Society we are promoting friend
ship, mutual assistance and the respect of human value and dignity 
regardless of any other considerations.

We feel that once these Red Cross principles and ideals are 
promoted and deeply rooted they will make real contribution 
towards peace.

In the field of information all available means and media are 
employed to diffuse and promote the activities of the Society 
and the fundamental principles of Red Crescent and Cross. As 
mentioned in some earlier paragraphs, we use the T„V.and the 
broadcasting once every fortnight. These programmes are dedi
cated particularly for health problems. In certain programmes 
the T.V. also reflects the activities of the Society both 
nationeJ-ly and beyond the borders. We have some bulletins 
and arrangements were made to issue some periodical publications.

Inspite of all the foregoing activities there remains a lot 
to be mentioned


