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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
RIZA CERCEL

Esteemed delegates,

The fact that the delegates of the XXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross have 
accepted our motion for holding the XXIst 
Conference in Turkey, has constituted for the 
Turkish Red Crescent a genuine occasion of 
honour. As the president of the Turkish Red 
Crescent, the host society, I should like to wel
come all delegates and observers who will par
ticipate in the work of the XXIst Conference 
and also to express my sincere wish that this 
Conference may serve in the most perfect way 
the great ideals of humanity.

To hold this Conference in Turkey is an 
important event in two respects. First of all, 
the fact that the XXIst Conference coincides 
with the first year of our second centenary, 
constitutes for the Turkish Red Crescent a 
unique reason of contentment and joy. For a 
second reason still more important than the 
first, this bears, from our point of view, a great 
significance with respect to the genesis of the 
Red Cross, for it is in this country, in this city 
even, that for the first time such a noble and 
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sublime profession as that of nursing has been 
exercized by Florence Nightingale and the first 
example of the high values and virtues sym
bolized by the Red Cross has been evidenced.

The Turkish Red Crescent Society experi
ences a great pleasure for having prepared this 
Conference with the common invitation of the 
Turkish government. We bear the wish that the 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion-and- 
Sun community within which we are united 
without any discrimination of race, religion or 
political opinion and where we work in an 
exemplary atmosphere of cooperation and 
harmony in order to promote and improve the 
great ideals of humanity and the safeguard of 
world peace, may always realize the most 
perfect services. Should the work and studies of 
all those who are participating in the XXIst 
Conference culminate in positive results in 
view of these objectives, this will constitute for 
the entire Turkish Red Crescent community a 
source of immense satisfaction and happiness.

Riza CERCEL 
PRESIDENT 

TURKISH RED CRESCENT SOCIETY
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PRESIDENT RIZA ÇERÇEL’S 
BIOGRAPHY

Mr. Riza Çerçel was bom in Afyon in 1916. He 
has obtained his degree in Law at the University of 
Ankara. His job with the Devlet Hava Yollan (Tur
kish State Airlines) has led to his appointment as 
the general manager of this firm. In 1954 he has 
been elected to the Parliament to represent Afyon. 
He was reelected in 1957. During his term of office, 
he has cooperated with several social welfare organ
isations. In the parliament, he has brought up ques
tions concerning the social problems of Turkey and 
has been the primary factor in the adoption of sev
eral laws concerning these matters.

Mr. Çerçel is at the moment pursuing his career 
as a member of the executive committee of the Dev
let Malzeme Ofisi (State Supply Office.) During the 
period of his parliamentary activities, he has been 
the president of the Turkish Red Crescent Society, 
the president of the Florence Nightingale Nursing 
Schools and Hospitals Foundation (of which he also 
was among the founders), and the president of the 
Foundation for Assistance to University level 
Students. He still holds the first two offices men
tioned where he deploys his efforts as enthusiasti
cally as ever.
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Angela, Countess of Limerick, G.B.E, LL.D. 
President of the Standing Commission 

of the International Red Cross
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Mr. Marcel A. NAVILLE 
President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE TURKISH RED 
CRESCENT SOCIETY

The Turkish Red Crescent Society was founded 
in Istanbul on June 11th, 1868 under the name of 
«The Ottoman Society for Aid to Wounded Soldiers.»

Among its founders one finds the names of out
standing personalities of the period, such as Dr. Ab
dullah Bey, Serdar-i Ekrem Omer Pa$a, Dr. Kinmh 
Aziz Bey and Dr. Marko Paça.

The protocol which founded the Society was 
signed on the date mentioned above, and submitted 
to the Central Organisation in Geneva, which in turn 
notified the related member societies of other coun
tries.

On April 14th, 1877, the Society’s name was 
changed to «The Ottoman Red Crescent Society» and 
in 1923 to «The Turkish Red Crescent Society.»

The Turkish Red Crescent Society —which, ac
cording to its date of foundation ise one of the 
oldest of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and 
Sun Societies,— is the first to have used the cres
cent as its emblem.
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Following the proclamation of the constitutional 
regime on July 23rd, 1908 the activities of the Society 
were rapidly developed and the first Women’s Sec
tion was established within its structure on April 
21st, 1911.

The General Directorate of the Society maintain
ed its headquarters in Istanbul until the 13th of 
September 1925, on which date it moved to Ankara.

During its first hundred years of operation, the 
Society distinguished itself by establishing hospitals 
in Giryan, Homs and Bengasi during the Tripoli War, 
and performed valuable services during the Balkan 
and First World Wars. At the time of the Turkish 
War of Independence, it proved itself to be worthy 
of the sympathy and appreciation of the Turkish 
people through its altruistic services and missions.
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Mr. José BARROSO Ch.
President of the Board of Governors 
of the League of Red Cross Societies
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Mr. Henrik BEER
Secretary-General of the League of

Red Cross Societies
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TURKISH RED CRESCENT SOCIETY

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

Mr. Riza QERQEL — President
General Cahit TOKGOZ — Vice-President
Mr. Mecdi S. SAYMAN — Vice-President
Mr. Talat ALPAY — Secretary-General 
Gdkalp KOYMEN — Member (Accounting) 
Dr. Ziyaettin Fati — Member (Treasury)
Mr. thsan SARAQLAR — Member (Inspection)

CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Mr. Mehmet NOMER — Attomey-at-law
Mr. Yavuz KADIO&LU — Attomey-at-law
Mr. Osman Sait CALAY — Chemist
Mr. Nihat HURCAN — Customs Broker
Mr. Nihat DANISMAN — Member, Higher Super

visory Council to the Prime Minister
Miss Nermin ARPACIOOLU —

University Status Nurse
General Cahit TOKGOZ — Retired General
Mr. Mecdi S. SAYMAN — Journalist, Banker
Dr. Kemal KOCAK — Medical Doctor; Chief,

Ankara Municipal Hospital
Mr. Cafer AYDIN — Theologian
Prof. Dr. Nusret KARASU — Faculty member, School 

of Medicine, Ankara University
Dr. Ziyaettin FATI — Medical Doctor, Hacettepe 

Hospital
Mr. Ha.yrettin VARDAR —. Businessman
Mr. Gokalp KOYMEN — Businessman
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Mr. Fethi GENÇKAL — Industrialist
Mr. Riza ÇERÇEL — Member, Executive Committee, 

State Supply Office
Dr. Fikret PAMÎR — Internist, Ankara Niimune 

Hospital
Dr. Nihat ZALOGLU — Internist; Chief, Sehremini 

Tubercolosis Hospital
Mr. Osman PEKIN — First Aid Instructor
Dr. Mehmet KENGERLÎ — Medical Doctor
Mr. Kemal SANS AL — Member, Port Authority

Supervisory Board, Turkish Maritime Bank
Mr. Nedim AKÇER — Foreign Exchange Broker 
Dr. Sükrii ANSAY —

Retired General, Medical Doctor
Mr. Osman HATAY — Counsellor Eskisehir

Chamber of Agriculture
Prof. Dr. Muhterem GOKMEN — Director, Radiology’ 

Institute, Gureba Hospital, Istanbul
Mr. Ahmet KARAKUS — Director, Transactions 

Department, Ankara Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Sabahattin TULGA — Director General, Vakiflar 

Bank
Mr. Talât ALPAY — Attomey-at-law
Mr. Enver ATABEK — Manager, Consolidated 

German Medicine Factories
Mr. ihsan SARAÇLAR — Attomey-at-law

AUDITORS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Mr. Ahmet ANDÎÇEN (President) — Businessman
Mr. Ali KURTOGLU (member) — Businessman
Mr. Hüseyin AKKOYUNLU (member) — 

Businessman
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ISTANBUL

Considered to be one of the most beautiful cities 
of the world, Istanbul is the land of legends end 
history where East and West come face to face. Its 
legendary history starts in the Vllth century B.C. It 
has been said that the city was founded in 657 B.C. 
by the Megarians and was called Byzantium, after 
their commander’s name, Byzas. It soon became a 
trade centre because of its important geographical 
position.

During the reign of Marcus Aurelius, the city 
was named Antonion after Antonius, the adoptive 
father of the ruler. When Constantine moved the ca
pital of the Roman Eimpire from Rome to Istanbul, 
the city took the names «Neo Roma» (New Rome) 
and «Konstantinopolis» (Constantinople.)

Constantine, the architect of Byzantium, believed 
that seven was a lucky number and wanted himself 
to be looked upon as a sun around which seven 
planets would revolve.
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So the emperor built the city on seven hills. To
day on the first hill is the Topkapi Palace and Saint 
Sophia, while the district of Qemberlitas and Qarsi 
(the Bazaar) are situated on the second, the Beyazit 
Mosque on the third, the Fatih Mosque on the fourth, 
the Suleymaniye Mosque on the fifth, the Kaariye 
Mosque and Edimekapi district on the sixth and the 
Qukurbostan district on the seventh.

The city of Byzantium, from the day it was 
constructed onwards, became very important and at 
the same time witnessed a great number of invasions 
and destructions.

After the siege which started on April 9th, 1453 
and lasted for 53 days, Fatih Sultan Mehmet con
quered the city on May 29th, 1453, making the Turks 
its masters, thus bringing about an end to the Byzan
tine Empire and terminating the Middle Ages to start 
the Modem Times. Istanbul remained the capital of 
the Turks for 467 years, from May 29th, 1453 to April 
23rd, 1920.
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THE ISTANBUL PALACE OF CULTURE

The construction of the Palace of Culture, where 
the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross 
is to be held, was started in 1946 by the Municipality 
of Istanbul as an opera house.

The task of completing the construction of the 
building was transferred to the Ministry of Public 
Works in 1953 by a special law when it was under
stood that consruction could not be completed with 
the resources available to the Municipality of Istan
bul alone.

Subsequently, the original design was totally 
altered so as to attain the objective of a multi-pur
pose center of art and culture. Thus, the present 
building most of which was completed in April 1969, 
includes a large hall of 1350 seats capacity suitable 
for theatre, opera and ballet performances and con
certs as well as for meetings and ceremonies of 
large attendance. The lounge is well suited for dis
play of exhibits as W’ell as for holding receptions on 
special occasions such as ceremonial greetings.
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The entire construction project has been planned 
and implemented by Turkish architects and spe
cialized personnel. The services of only one foreign ex
pert have been employed for mechanical installa
tions.

The Ministry of Public Works has so far spent 
93 million Turkish liras for the construction itself 
and for additional installations. This sum does not 
include the expenses directly incurred by the Muni
cipality of Istanbul prior to 1953.

It is hoped that the Istanbul Palace Culture, one 
of the biggest cultural centers in the Balkans and 
the Middle Bast, will always hold a distinguished 
place among other cultural centers of the world.
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INSTALLATIONS AND SERVICES 
AT THE PALACE OF CULTURE

RECEPTION AND REGISTRATION DESK

All delegates and observers are requested to com
plete their registration at the earliest opportunity 
after their arrival. They will receive at this desk 
their identification card and a set of documents.

The registration desk is in the entrance hall, 
ground floor of the Palace of Culture.

INFORMATION DESK

A special desk situated near the registration desk 
will be at the disposal of delegates and observers 
in order to supply them with all kinds of information 
pertaining to the organisation of the conference.

TRANSPORT

Special desks for transport administered by 
TURIST SEYAHAT A.S. and LUFTHANSA will be at 
the service of delegates and observers for all matters 
concerning domestic and international travel and 
touring plans. This desk is located in the entrance 
hall and will provide all services expected from a 
travel agency.

BANKING SERVICES
A national bank will open a special office where 

it will be possible for delegates and observers to avail 
themselves of all types of banking =ervi^es, ir-hiding 
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exchange of foreign currency. This office will be open 
during normal conference working hours, and on 
Saturday mornings when meetings are scheduled for 
that day.

COMMUNICATIONS

A temporary post office will be installed at the 
Palace of Culture by the Turkish PTT. Postal and 
telegraphic services will be ready for the use of de
legates and observers throughout the duration of the 
conference. Outgoing mail may be stamped there 
with a special post mark made for the occasion of 
the XXIst International Conference of the Red 
Cross. Furthermore, the Turkish PTT will issue a 
special post stamp series for the same occasion.

Delegates and observers may, if they so desire, 
use the following addresses for their personal com- 
cunications:

Letters: POB-1
Taksim, Istanbul Turkey

Cables : REDCONF — ISTANBUL
Incoming cables will be delivered to the infor

mation desk and from there will be taken to the 
addressee in he is to be found in the Palace of Cul
ture, or sent to his hotel if he is not.

TELEPHONE

There is a sufficient number of telephone sets 
at the disposal cf delegates and observers for their 
outgoing local and ’ong-distance telephone calls.
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DISPOSITION OF INSTALLATIONS AND SERVICES
IN THE ENTRANCE HALL OF
THE PALACE OF CULTURE

Legend :
1 — Telex
2 — Bank
3 — Photographies
4 — Lounge
5 — News Stand

6 — Information
7 — Registration

and documents
8 — Pigeon holes
9 — Programme panel

10 —
11 —

Invitations 
Information 
(hotels)

12 — Travel agency
13 — City tours

14 — Lost and found
15
16
17
18

— Cloakroom
— Display windows
— Post Office
— Public telephone
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MAIL

A pigeon hole bearing his conference number 
has been reserved for each delegate and observer in 
the entrance hall, where private mail and other do
cuments pertaining to the Conference shall be depo
sited. Delegates and observers are advised to collect 
the contents of their pigeon hole at least once a day.

PARKING
Adjacent to the Palace of Culture, a private par

king area is available for the vehicles of delegates 
and observers. The latter are requested to report to 
the Information Desk where they will be supplied 
with special tags to be attached on their vehicles. 
Furthermore, the vehicles bearing these special tags 
will have traffic priority throughout the area enclo
sed within the municipal boundaries of the oity of 
Istanbul.

CLOAKROOM
Delegates and observers may, if they so desire, 

leave their coats or other personal belongings to a 
special cloakroom in the entrance hall attended by 
members of the Conference personnel.

LOST AND FOUND

A special «lost and found» desk is located in the 
entrance hall. Any loss of property in the conferen
ce area should be reported to the said desk, and any 
property found should be deposited there.
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INFIRMARY

A small infirmary which will provide qualified me
dical service will be in operation every day.

PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICE

A special team of photographers under official 
authorisation by the Conference Secretariat will take 
photographs during the conference. Photographs 
will be on display in the entrance hall and orders 
may be placed there.

USHERS

Ushers are on duty at the entrance hall and at 
various points in the conference area to assist dele
gates and observers in finding their way about the 
building.

SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION

All sessions which will take place in the two 
meeting rooms will involve simultaneous interpreta
tion in French, English and Spanish which are the 
official languages of the Conference. Each delegate 
or observer will be provided with a simultaneous 
interpretation receiving set and headphones. There 
will be one microphone for every four participants.

Multilingual instructions on the use of the receiv
ing sets and microphones will be found on the de
legation tables at the beginning of the first meeting 
of the Conference.
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DOCUMENTS AND REPRODUCTIONS

A service for the distribution of documents will 
be at the disposal of delegates and observers who 
are requested to report to the Document Desk officer 
in order to obtain documents which they would need 
during the Conference. The said officer will assume 
also the task of reproducing and distributing resolu
tion and amendment drafts, etc.

BADGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

All delegates and observers to the Conference 
and persons accompanying them shall receive a Red 
Cross badge which they will be requested to wear 
throughout the duration of the Conference.

A distinctive pin will furthermore be distributed 
to delegates, observers, members of the press and 
the Conference personnel.

All participants are requested to wear this pin 
during all sessions of the Conference, for all official 
receptions and for various other social events.

PRESS SERVICE

The aim of the press service is to ensure the 
distribution of a daily bulletin and all publications, 
statements and communiqués issued, using the 
media of the press as well as other channels.

It will be kept at the disposal of delegates who 
may wish to use the service for the purpose of ans
wering questions relating to the press or public 
relations.
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Furthermore, if the latter so desire, the ex
perienced personnel in charge of this service will 
assist them in organizing press conferences and also 
in procuring communiques which they would wish 
to send to their local newspapers.

DAILY BULLETIN

Each delegate or observer will receive issues of 
the daily bulletin containing information on the pro
ceedings of the Conference and news items and 
notices concerning the programme, etc., in his pigeon 
hole. Extra, copies of the daily bulletin as well as of 
press communiques may be obtained at the Press 
Service.

MISCELLANEOUS FACILITIES

A number of different facilities are installed in 
the entrance hall for the convenience of Conference 
participants. These will include services such as the 
Turkish Monopolies cigarette and tobacco counter, 
refreshment counters, etc.
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PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE

FRIDAY 29 AUGUST

9.30 a.m. : Meeting of Regional Groups (Develop
ment Programme) ,

: Permanent Scale of Contributions of
the League

3. p.m. : Meeting of Regional Groups (Develop
ment Programme)

Permanent Scale of Contributions of 
the League

SATURDAY 30 AUGUST

9.30 a.m. : Meeting of Regional Groups (Develop
ment Programme)

: Permanent Scale of Contributions of
the League

3. p.m. : Meeting of Regional Groups (Develop
ment Programme)

: Meeting of the President and the Vice - 
Presidents of the League ‘

SUNDAY 31 AUGUST

9.30 a.m. : Standing Finance Commission of the
League

: Relief Advisory Committee
3. pun. : Standing Finance Commission of the

League
: Relief Advisory Committee
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MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m. : Standing Finance Commission of the
League

: Relief Advisory Committee
3. p.m. 30th Session of the Board of Governors 

of the League

TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m.
3 p.m, :

: Board of Governors of the League 
Board of Governors of the League

WEDNESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m.
3 p.m.

: Board of Governors of the league 
Board of Governors of the League

THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m. : Board of Governors of the league
3 p.m. Board of Governors of the League

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m. : Standing Commission of the Interna
tional Red Cress

: Commission for the Financing of the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross

3 p.m. : Board of Governors of the League
: Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 

of the League of Red Cross Societies
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SATURDAY G SEPTEMBER
9.30 a.m.
12 a.m.

3 p.m.

9.30 a.m.

3 p.m.

9.30 a.m.

3 p.m.

: Council of Delegates
: Opening Meeting of the XXIst Interna

tional Conference of the Red Cross: The 
Conference will be inaugurated by His 
Excellency Cevdet Sunay, President of 
the Republic of Turkey of whom the 
Turkish Red Crescent Society is under 
the high auspices. (The detailed prog
ram of the opening ceremony will be 
presented as a special • leaflet at the 
time of the Conference.) 
Plenary meeting.

MONDAY 8 SEPTEMBER

: General Commission
: .Commission for International Humanita

rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts 
General Commission
Commission for International Humanita
rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER

: General Commission
: Commission for International Humanita

rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts

General Commission
: Commission for International Humanita

rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts
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WEDNESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

9.30 a.m. :

3 p.m. :

9.30 a.m. :

Afternoon :

Morning :

3 p.m. :

9.30 a.m. :
3 p.m. :
6 p.m. :

General Commission
Commission for. International Humanita
rian Law and Relief to civilian popular 
tions in armed conflicts

General Commission
Commission for International Humanita
rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER

General Commission
Commission for International Humanita
rian Law and Relief to civilian popula
tions in armed conflicts
Free for preparation of Commission 
reports

FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER

Free for preparation of Commission 
reports
Plenary Meeting

SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

Plenary Meeting
Plenary Meeting
Standing Commission of the Interna
tional Red Cross
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The Istanbul Palace of Culture
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR DELEGATES

VISAS: 1) Delegates or observers who are nationals 
of the below-mentioned countries who 
have visa agreements with Turkey are 
exempt from visas in order to enter 
Turkey.

1— Australia 16— Luxemburg
2— Austria 17— Monaco
3— Belgium 18— Netherlands
4— Canada 19— New Zealand
5— Denmark 20— Norway
6— Federal Republic 21— Pakistan

of Germany 22— Portugal
7— Finland 23— Rumania
8— France 24— Spain
9— Great Britain 25— Sweden

lO- Iceland 26— Switzerland
ll— Italy 27— Tunisia
12— Iran 28— Vatican
13— Ireland 29— United States
14— Japan of America
15— Liechtenstein 30— Yugoslavia

2) The necessary visas for delegates or 
observers who are nationals of a 
country whose name does not appear 
on the above list will be issued through 
Turkish diplomatic and consular repre
sentatives abroad or by the authorities 
at the frontiers.
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VACCINATIONS

The vaccinations required by Turkish authorities 
from foreigners arriving into Turkey are the 
following:

Smallpox: all those who are coming from or

Cholera :

went through an infected area as well 
as nationals of all Asian and African 
countries (except Morocco) need a 
certificate of vaccination against 
smallpox.
all those who are coming from or 
went through an infected area need 
a certificate of vaccination against 
cholera.

CLIMATE

Istanbul enjoys a Mediterranean climate and at the 
time of the Conference, i.e. in late summer, the wea
ther is generally good. During the day, there is a clear 
sky with, however, a slight probability of rainfall of 
short duration. The evenings are very pleasantly 
cool. The average temperature in September is 20 
degrees centigrade (68 degrees Fahrenheit.) The ave
rage number of sunny days in September is 25.

CLOTHING

No special clothing is required for evenings on 
which social events axe scheduled. Ladies are not 
obliged to wear a long dress. However, gentlemen are
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Kizkulesi (Leander’s Tower), Istanbul
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expected to wear a dark suit. Since open air perfor 
mances or excursions are planned for some of the 
evenings, delegates and observers are advised to 
consider the possibility of chilly nights. However, 
daytime clothing should be quite light.

CURRENCY

The local currency is the Turkish lira, which is 
subdivided into 100 kurus. Existing coins are 5, 10 
and 25 kurus and 1 and 2.50 liras. Existing bank
notes are 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 1000 liras.

(Below are given approximate exchange rates 
including the 33.3% tourist premium for certain 
foreign currencies.)

US $ 1 12.00 TL.
£ 1 28.80 TL.

NF 100 2.43 TL.
Sw. Fr 100 2.74 TL.

DM 100 3j00 TL.

These exchange rates might be subject to a slight 
fluctuation.

In general, most of the foreign currency forms 
can be exchanged in Turkey. However, it would be 
advisable for delegates and observers who are na
tionals of non-OECD countries to be in possession 
of currency or traveller’s checks in US dollars or 
pounds sterling.

Delegates and observers can exchange their 
currency at Istanbul airport, in various banks in 

40



town or in their respective hotels. They will, fur
thermore, have at their disposal banking services in 
the entrance hall of the Palace of Culture, as stated 
earlier.

BUS SERVICES AND TAXIS

The Palace of Culture is conveniently located on 
Taksim Square, a very central location in Istanbul. 
From Taksim Square bus lines departing in almost 
all directions can be found, and at any rate in all 
directions where hotel reservations have been made 
for delegates and observers. Taxis are readily availa
ble in Istanbul. Taxi stands are to be found right 
across the Palace of Culture and also in front of 
the main hotels.

SEA-BATHING

Special busses will be available between the 25th 
of August and the 13th of September, to take the 
persons accompanying delegates and observers to 
the Turkish Red Crescent’s camp site in Pendik, 
which is at a distance of about 30 kilometres from 
Istanbul on the Asian side. A light lunch will be 
served to those who participate in these daily excur
sions. Delegates and observers are also encouraged 
to participate in these excursions on their free days. 
Bus services and lunch at the camp site are free of 
charge as a courtesy of the Turkish Red Crescent.
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Dolmabahçe Palace (partial view)
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Rumelihisar Fortress



BAGGAGE IDENTIFICATION

Delegates and observers are requested to attach 
on their luggage special stickers which have been 
sent to them by the Conference Organisation Secre
tariat in order to facilitate the Customs clearance 
formalities upon their arrival to Istanbul as well as 
the subsequent dispatch of their luggage into their 
hotel rooms.

CUSTOMS REGULATIONS

The participants to the Conference can import 
into Turkey without paying any customs duties all 
their personal effects, including a typewriter a tape 
recorder, a record player, photographic equipment, 
movie equipment, various sports articles and cam
ping equipment. However, there are certain restric
tions imposed on tobacco and alcohol which are as 
follows; 50 cigarettes or 50 grammes of cut tobacco 
and 50 leaves of cigarette paper or 20 cigars or 50 
grammes of pipe tobacco, 1 liter of alcohol or alcoho
lic drinks.
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PROGRAMME OF SOCIAL EVENTS

MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER

19.30 : Dinner given by Mr. Riza Qer<jel, presi
dent of the Turkish Red Crescent, at Is
tanbul Kizilay Ozel Hemsirelik Koleji 
(Red Crescent Nursing College, Istanbul) 
which is the first nursing school of 
Turkey.

21.00 : Folklore performance by the students of
the Red Crescent Nursing School, with 
examples of folk songs and dances of 
various regions of Turkey (Elazig, Sivas, 
Artvin, Erzurum and Gaziantep), at Istan
bul Kizilay Ozel Hemsirelik Koleji.

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER

16.30- : Ceremony of the commemoration of the
18.00 50th anniversary of the League of Red

Cross Societies, at the Istanbul Palace 
of Culture. (The detailed program of the 
commemoration ceremony will be pre
sented as a special leaflet at the time of 
the Conference.)

20.30 : Dinner given by Mr. Riza Qersel, presi
dent of the Turkish Red Crescent, for the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 
League of Red Cross Societies.
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SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

18.30-
20.30

: Reception by His Excellency Cevdet Su
nny, President of the Republic of Turkey 
of whom the Turkish Red Crescent Soci
ety is under the high auspices. Dolmabah- 
fe Palace.

SUNDAY 7 SEPTEMBER

10.30-
21.00

: Cruise by boat on the Marmara Sea and 
the Bosphorus: The trip includes the 
Princes’ Islands. The ferry will then pro
ceed to Pendik to continue its way along 
the shore, permitting the visitors to view 
summer resorts showing beautiful resi
dences. From the moment of the en
trance to the Bosphorus until the end of 
the trip, one breathtaking view will switch 
off to leave its place to another at each 
comer. Lunch will be provided by the 
Turkish Red Crescent.

WEDNESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

21.00 : Folklore performance at the Acikhava Ti- 
yatrosu (an open air amphitheater) pre
sented by the Red Crescent Nursing 
College students and other teams speci
ally invited for this occasion. The folk 
dances of the following regions will be 
performed; Elazig, Uskiip, Van, Turkes
tan, Silifke, Gaziantep, Kars, Edime, Ba- 
likesir and Bursa.
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THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER

14.30-
20.30

: Visit to the Selimiye barracks, where Flo
rence Nightingale practised the nursing 
profession for the first time. Performance 
of the Mehter team (the Ottoman mili
tary band in their traditional costumes.) 
Excursion to the top of a little hill (Qam- 
hca) which offers a magnificient view of 
the Bosphorus and of Istanbul at sunset.

FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
19.00-
21.00

: Cocktail party given by the League of Red 
Cross Societies and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in the 
honour of the Conference delegates. Li
man Restaurant.
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NOTES:

Iskendar Matbaasi, Istanbul - 1969




