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The idea of a Red Cross Institute is not a 
new one.

Immediately after the second world war, some 
people already wished to see the creation in Geneva of 
a museum to enlighten the public on the past and, more 
important, on the current activities of the Red Cross. 
A few years later others expressed their regret at see
ing the various institutions of the Red Cross becoming 
more and more absorbed in the growing demands of action. 
They wished for the establishment of a centre for study 
and meeting especially devoted to the enrichment of the 
spiritual and intellectual heritage of the Red Cross.

However, the decisive event was to be the 
Centenary of the Red Cross in 1965» Those who prepared 
it, representatives of the International Committee, of 
the League of Red Cross Societies and of the Swiss Red 
Cross, felt that something more durable than short term 
celebrations was expected of them.

So they decided to leave a lasting testimony 
to their close collaboration and to their common ideal : 
The Henry Dunant Institute.

Several pharmaceutical industries in Basel 
were interested by this project and made a very generous 
donation. The amount left after the Centenary was later 
added to this geft. So before the Institute was ever 
born, it had received a million francs. Moreover, on 
December 4th 1965? the Swiss Parliament voted a credit 
of one million, eight hundred thousand francs to assure 
the housing of the future Institute.
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It only remained to create it.

In January 1964 a study commission was formed 
for this purpose which included representatives of the 
International Committee, the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the Swiss Red Cross. The chair of this 
commission was entrusted to the President of the Swiss 
Red Cross, the Professor Ambrosius von Albertini, who 
was to be the guiding spirit and the backbone of the 
Institute.

The task of this Commission was to define the 
aims of the Henry Dunant Institute, to determine its 
legal status and its organisation. In September 1965 
this work was completed with the drawing up of the 
Statutes.

These statutes were adopted on the 5th of 
November 1965 in the course of an assembly which marked 
the foundation of the Henry Runant Institute.

11• STRUCTURE OP THE HENRY DUNANT INSTITUTE

According to its statutes the Institute is an 
association of three member bodies : the International 
Committee, the League- and the Swiss Red Cross. Its 
headquarters are in Geneva, birthplace of the Red Cross.

Its aims are : "To place at the disposal of the 
members of the association an instrument of study, re
search and training in all the branches of Red Cross 
activities, and to contribute thus to the strengthening 
of the unity and the universality of the Red Cross.

At the head of the Institute is the General 
Assembly, composed of the three member institutions, 
each having one voice.

The administration of the Institute is assured 
by a Council made up of three representatives from each 
of the member institutions. This Council is currently 
composed of the following :
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for the International Committee :

Professor Dietrich SCHINDLER
Member of the ICRC
Mr. Jean PICTET
Member of the ICRC and
Director General at the ICRC
Mr. Pierre BASSET 
Sub-Director at the ICRC

for the League :

Mr. Henrik BEER
Secretary-general
Mr. Nedim ABUT
Assistant Secretary-general
Mr. William DABNEY
Vice Secretary-general

for the Swiss Red Cross :

Professor A. von ALBERTINI 
former Chairman of the Swiss 
Red Cross
Mr. Carl-Maurice JACOTTET 
Member of the Swiss Red Cross 
and Chairman of Sandoz S.A.
Mr. Pierre AUDEOUD
Barrister,
former Chairman of the Genevese 
Section of the Swiss Red Cross and 
Member of the Central Committee of 
the Swiss Red Cross.

The General Assembly and the Council have the 
same Chairman, elected for two years and chosen in turn 
from among the representatives of the three member 
institutions. The first Chairman of the Henry Dunant 
Institute was Professor A. von Albertini.

Mr. Leopold Boissier succeeded him and served 
until 22nd October 1968 when his death deprived the Red 
Cross of this great man. Professor Dietrich Schindler 
was elected to complete the term of office still to 
devolve upon the ICRC until the end of 1969»
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Since October 1968 the Institute has had its 
own headquarters at J, rue de Varembe-, in close proximity 
both to the ICRC and to the League. These headquarters 
comprise five offices and a conference room. It is hoped 
that in a couple of years time, by means of the sum 
voted in 1963 by the Swiss Parliament, the Institute
may be able to have larger premises in which it can 
achieve its full development.

At the present time
Institute is composed of :

the personnel of the

Director : Mr. Pierre BOISSIER

Chief of Research : Mr. Victor SEG-ESVARY

Administrator : Mr. Erederik-G-ustaf AKERHIELM

Librarian : Miss Daisy MERCANTON

Secretary : Miss Monique ALLIAUME

III. ACTIVITIES

To meet the wishes of its founders, the Henry 
Dunant Institute has become a sort of small academy of 
the Red Cross which has received from its member 
institutions very precise directives in three clear-cut 
domains; research, training and information.

A.__ Research

To improve and augment its efficiency, and to 
adapt to the rapid changes of our time, the Red Cross 
stands in permanent and increasing need of fundamental 
research. This research is needed in such widely 
divergent areas as sociology, study of conflicts, law, 
economy, history, political science, social medicine, 
literature, etc.

The Institute has undertaken to draw up an 
inventory of the subjects of reseach useful to the Red 
Cross. It will then contact specialised institutions 
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and universities in order to find the teams, the research 
students and the graduates who will undertake this re
search work. The lest of these works will be published 
in the "scientific collection" of the Henry Dunant 
Institute, thereby showing that the work of the Red 
Cross is also to be found on the highest intellectual 
level. This research work will also have the merit of 
interesting a number of universities in the problems of 
the Red Cross.

A dozen students have already worked in this 
way in liaison with the Institute from which they 
received either the subject of their thesis, or, the 
documentation and in some cases, financial assistance.

In September 1968, the Institute organised a 
congress on "The Modern State and the Red Cross". The 
aim of this congress was to consider the possibilities 
open to the Red Cross today in the field of the 
development of international law, the protection of 
health and to define the role of the Red Cross in newly 
independent countries. Representatives of sixteen nation
al Societies took part in this congress under the chair
manship of Mr. Leopold Boissier. These three days of 
discussions began with outstanding lectures by General 
André Beaufre, Professor Denise Bindschedler-Robert, 
Doctor Pierre Dorolle (Assistant Director General of 
the World Health Organisation), and Canon Burgess Carr. 
Lectures and. debates were recorded and are being compiled 
into a publication to appear shortly.

The common man nowadays is continually called 
upon to work for peace. He hears it on all sides. But 
what can the individual do for peace ? Many people ask 
themselves this question which is also frequently put 
to the Red Cross. But, is there an answer to this 
question ? The Henry Dunant Institute has included this 
subject in its research programme and a preliminary 
study is being carried out at present by an institute 
specialised in public opinion-polls.

The Institute is called upon to be one day a 
centre of documentation on everything relative to the 
Rod Cross. Within its modest financial limits the 
Institute began to build up a library, archives and a 
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central index of works on and by the Red Cross. By 
sending their publications regularly to the Institute, 
the national Red Cross Societies could be of great 
assistance in making it a reference centre which would 
reflect the intellectual efforts of the Red Cross.

By its very nature the Institute will enter into 
contact with many other institutes. It is already 
collaborating actively with the Graduate Institute of 
International Studies, the African Institute in Geneva, 
and the Islamic Institute in Cairo.

The Red Cross, like any large enterprise, feels 
more and more the need to have a well-trained staff. 
One of the most important tasks of the Institute is to 
contribute to this training. It has already prepared a 
wide range of lectures on the history, the organisation 
and the principles of the Red Cross and its action in 
the world; on the law of war and the Geneva conventions; 
on protocol and even on tropical hygiene. Over one 
hundred hours of lectures and seminaries have already 
been given on these various topics mainly to the staff 
and delegates of the two international institutions of 
the Red Cross. Later these lectures will be at the 
disposal of the national Red Cross Societies, possibly 
even in their own countries.

The Henry Dunant Institute has also undertaken 
the preparation of teaching material designed to 
facilitate the instruction of the Red Cross. This 
material will undoubtedly be useful to the national 
Societies which all have a very heavy responsibility 
in this field.

C._ Information

The Henry Dunant Institute will publish a series 
of books of "Red Cross literature" for the members of 
national Societies and for the general public. In this 
"popular collection" six books are at present in prepar
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aration. Two of these will be published this year; "La 
Croix-Rouge", the French translation, undertaken by the 
Institute, of the book by Professor Hans Haug, and 
Henry Dunant's major work "Un Souvenir de Solférino", 
which will contain in appendix numerous other articles 
on war by the founder of the Red Cross.

At the same time the Institute has revived a 
collection launched at the time of the Centenary. In 
this series it has already published the "Premier Sup
plément au Catalogue Général des Timbres Croix-Rouge", 
and will publish this year a booklet on the congress on 
the "Modern State and the Red Cross" as well as a complete 
bibliography of the works on and by Henry Dunant, 
illustrated with all known portraits of him. An index 
of the Geneva Conventions will appear in 1970. This 
difficult task which requires careful and scientific 
study is being financed by a generous gift from I.O.S.

To enlighten the general public on the history 
and the extensive activities of the Red Cross, the 
Henry Dunant Institute has also received a mandate to 
create a Red Cross Museum. This project will be put in
to operation as soon as the Institute has established 
its permanent headquarters.

IV. FINANCES

The Institute has a budget of 197,500 francs 
for the year 1969. This sum will be made up of the
following :

Revenue from capital amounting 
to one million, one hundred and 
thirty thousand francs 48,000
Contributions of the three 
member institutions 60,000
Sale of objects and publications 20,000
Gifts and special contributions 26,000
Sum reserved from capital 43,000.

t



- 8 -

V. CONCLUSION

In presenting this report on the Henry Dunant 
Institute, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
the League of Red Cross Societies and. the Swiss Red 
Cross would, like to draw attention to the fact that the 
Institute has only had its own headquarters and person
nel since the month of October 1968. It is therefore a 
growing institution, that is why this report is written 
more in future than in past terms.

They would also like to underline the fact that 
in creating the Henry Dunant Institute, their intention 
was not to complicate further the already complex 
structure of the international Red Cross. They merely 
wished to state a fact : the close collaboration which 
unites the three institutions of the Red Cross in 
Switzerland. It was a logical outcome that they should 
have for their common use this Institute as tangible 
witness to their unity of outlook and action and their 
concern for economy and efficiency.

May 1969



Note à IiM, les Délégués

Le document intitulé "Information sur les activités de 
l'institut Henry Dunant" (CGL/28/1) se trouve dans le dossier du 
CONSEIL DES DELEGUES (d/5/1).

* * *

Note for Delegates

The document entitled "Informatiou on the Activities of 
the Henry Dunant Institute" ('CGL/28/1) has been put in the file COUNCIL 
OF DELEGATES (d/5/Ï)

* * *

Nota para los Delegatos

El documento titulado "Información sobre las actividades 
del Instituto Henry-Dunant" (CGL/28/1) figura en el legajo de CONSEJO 
DE DELEGADOS (d/5/1).
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