
COLLECTION CICR

PLENARY MEETING 
Resolution I/?

Agenda item 10

DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY
THE COW SSI ON FOR THE FINANCING OF THE ICRC

After taking note of the report of the Commission for 
the Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,

THANKS the Commission for its work,
NOTES that Major-General C.K.Lakshmanan of the Indian 

Red Cross and Hr. I,D,II.Reid of the British Red Cross will 
not stand for re-election,

OBSERVES that, pursuant to Resolution XIII of the 
XXth International Conference, governmental and National 
Society contributions were considerably increased during 
the years from 1966 to 19^9, but that unfortunately the 
overall financing of the International Committee is still 
inadequate.

In view of the fact that,

- the ICRC's constant state of preparedness,
- the new and difficult duties with which it is 

continually confronted
- the heavy responsibilities it has to assume in 

relief actions for the benefit of the victims of 
wars and internal conflicts,

are of such importance for the defence, without let or 
hindrance, of man and civilization that it is essential for 
the ICRC to be provided with effective and modern means 
which will enable it always to be equal to the tasks requested 
of it or assigned to it,

The XXIst Conference,

APPEALS urgently to all Governments signatories to the 
Geneva Conventions to increase considerably their regular 
financial contributions to the ICRC so that in 1970 total 
contributions will be double the amount contributed in 1969,

ENCOURAGES National Societies to continue their efforts 
and to increase their regular financial aid to the ICRC in order 
to strengthen yet further the universality and solidarity of 
the Red Cross world,
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ASKS each Government and National Society which has 
so far not joined in this common .effort to do so hy 
contributing substantially from 197b onwards,

SUGGESTS that the membership.of the Commission for 
the Financing of the ICRC be increased from five to seven 
and that the President of the Commission choose, in 
addition, three persons not belonging to the Red Cross 
movement but expert in international finance,

PROPOSES for election to membership of the Commission 
representatives from the National Societies of the following 
countries :

Netherlands, whose representative kindly agreed to 
act as President for another period,

Czechoslovakia
France
Pakistan
Poland
Nicaragua
Senegal

URGENTLY RECOIS.IENPS, in conclusion, that contributions 
be paid during the first quarter of each year in order to 
make it easier for the ICRC to meet its financial commitments.

P. 8156



'COLLECTION' CICR

Resolution 2/P

RESOLUTION

Organization of Health Teams

(General Commission - Draft agenda item 6 presented by the ICRC 
and including agreed amendments)

Tfee XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,

Considering that armed conflicts, of whatever kind, may necessitate 
medical aid from the ICRC or the National Societies of neutral countries,

Considering that in such cases the ICRC may be called upon to recruit 
health personnel in countries which are not parties to the conflict,

Considering that aid to victims of natural disasters may also require 
the participation of health personnel, through the intermediary of the League 
and the National Red Cross Societies,

Recommends that National Societies establish in their respective 
countries, in co-operation with official and private bodies, a reserve of 
heglth personnel who could be made available to the ICRC and the League 
at their request, or who could be used in accordance with Article 27 of the 
1st 1949 Geneva Convention,

Recommends that Governments of States parties to the Geneva Conventions 
support the efforts of their National Societies and encourage the recruitment 
and training of personnel for this reserve*,

Recommends that the ÏCftC and the League take the requisite steps to 
undertake with the assistance of WHO, the studies necessary for carrying out 
this"project and drawing up regulations defining,inter alia, the status of 
the personnel comprising these teams.

P.8159/lw/10.9.1969



Résolution 2/P

RESOLUTION

Organisation à'équipes sanitaires

(Point 6 de l’ordre du jour provisoire de la Commission générale) présenté 
par le CICR et contenant des amendements acceptés).

La XXIe Conférence internationale de la Croix-Rouge,

Considérant que les conflits armés, sous quelque forme qu'ils 
soient, peuvent rendre nécessaire l’assistance médicale du CICR ou des 
Sociétés nationales de .pays neutres}

Considérant que dans ce nas, le CICR peut être appelé à recruter 
du personnel sanitaire dans les pays qui ne sont pas partie au conflit;

Considérant que l'assistance aux victimes des catastrophes natu
relles peut requérir également la participation de personnel sanitaire par 
l'entremise de la Ligue et des Sociétés nationales de Croix-Rouge;

Recommande aux Sociétés nationales de constituer, dans leurs pays 
respectifs, avec les organismes officiels et privés, une réserve de per
sonnel sanitaire qu'elles seraient prêtes à mettre à la disposition du 
CICR ou de la Ligue, sur leur demande ou pour être utilisé conformément à 
l'Ârticle 27 de la I Convention de Genève, 1?495

Recommande aux Gouvernements des Etats parties aux Conventions 
de Genève de soutenir les efforts de leur Société nationale et de favoriser 
le recrutement et la formation de ce personnel de réserve;

Recommande au CICR et à la Ligue de prendre toutes mesures utiles 
pour poursuivre avec l'assistance de l'OMS les études nécessaires en vue 
de réaliser ce projet, et d'établir un règlement qui fixera notamment le 
statut du personnel de ces équipes

P. 8159/yb/10,9.1969



COLLECTION CICR

Resolution 3/P

PLENARY MEETINGS

Draft resolution presented by the Brazilian Government 
and the Brazilian Red Cross,

Item 12b) of the .Agenda,

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross . . .. ,

Noting Resolution No. 2435 ot 19th December 1968 of the 
United Nations General Assembly inviting governments to make 
national preparations to meet natural disasters j

Conscious of the need for prompt measures when a disaster 
strike* any country5

Urges all governments which have riot already done so to 
prepare and to pass the necessary legislation enabling immediate 
and adequate action to be taken, in conjunction with the Red Cross, 
along the lines of a pre-established plan based on the disaster 
relief rules adopted by this conference.

P.8161/1w/1O.9.1969



Résolution 5/p

REUNION PLENIERE

Projet de résolution présenté par le Gouvernement et la Croix-Rouge 
du Brésil

Point 12 h de 1’Ordre du Jour

La XXIème Conférence internationale de la Croix-Rouge,

Prenant note de la Résolution No 2435 de 1'Assemblée générale 
des Nations Unies du 19 décembre I960 qui invitait les Gouvernements à 
se préparer, sur le plan national, à faire face aux catastrophes natu
relles,

Consciente de la nécessité de prendre rapidement des mesures 
lorsqu'une catastrophe s'abat sur un pays,

Demande instamment à tous les Gouvernements qui ne l'ont pas 
encore fait, de préparer et d’adopter une législation permettant de 
prendre les mesures adéquates et immédiates nécessaires, en liaison 
avec la Croix-Rouge, suivant un plan préétabli fondé sur les règles 
concernant les secours en cas de catastrophe adoptées par la présente 
Conférence.

R, 816Vyb/10.9.1%9



COLLECTION CICRG v
Resolution 4/p

PLENARY MEETING

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN RELIEF
TO CIVILIAN POPULATION IN DISASTER SITUATIONS

Resolution submitted by the Norwegian and Canadian governments 
approved in principle by the General Commission and unanimously 
recommended by of ad-hoc drafting-committee appointed under 
item 4 o of the agenda

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
Noting that in the present century the international community has 

accepted increased responsibility for relief of human suffering in any form;
Affirming that human suffering in all its manifestations is of deep 

concern to the conscience of mankind and that world opinion requires effective 
action for the relief of such suffering;

Affirming that one of the major purposes of the community of nations as 
laid down in the Charter of the United Nations is to achieve international cooper
ation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or 
humanitarian character;

Noting with satisfaction the improvements in the ability of the inter
national community to provide various forms of humanitarian relief which have 
been made through international agreements and by the International Red Cross and 
ether impartial international humanitarian organisations;

Recognizing that further steps have to be taken by the international 
community to ensure prompt and effective relief action to civilian populations 
in natural Or other disaster situations;

Adopts the following Declaration of Principles:
1, The fundamental concern of mankind and of the international community in 

disaster situations in the protection and welfare of the individual and the 
safeguarding of basic human rights.

2, Relief Try impartial international humanitarian organisations for civilian 
populations in natural or other disaster situation should as far as possible 
be treated as a humanitarian and non-political matter and should be so 
organised as to avoid prejudicing sovereign and other legal rights in order 
that the confidence of the parties io a conflict in the impartiality of such 
organisations may be preserved.

5. The activities of impartial international humanitarian organisations for 
the benefit <f civilian populations should be coordinated in order to secure 
prompt action and effective allocation of resources and to avoid duplication 
of effort.

4. Disaster relief for the benefit of civilian populations is to be provided 
without discrimination and the offer of such relief by an impartial inter
national humanitarian organisation ought not to be regarded as an unfriendly 
act.

5, All states are requested to exercise their sovereign and other legal rights 
as to facilitate the transit admission and distribution of relief supplies 
provided by impartial international humanitarian organisations for the 
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■benefit of civilian populations in disaster,areas when disaster situations 
imperil the life and welfare of such populations.

6, All authorises in disaster areas should facilitate disaster relief activ
ities by impartial international humanitarian organizations for the 
benefit of civilian populations.

r

P.8175/mlc/11.9.69



COLLECTION CICR
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Résolution 5 ?

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Submitted by the Under-Commission created by the General 
Commission

Contacts between National Societies in cases of conflict

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,

recalling that, according to the principle of humanity which it 
has proclaimed, the Red Cross "promotes mutual understanding, friendship, co
operation and lasting peace amongst all peoples",

recalling that the XXth International Conference in its Resolution 
No, X encouraged the ICRC to undertake, in constant liaison with the UN and 
wi th-in the framework of its humanitarian mission, every effort likely to 
contribute to the prevention or settlement of possible armed conflicts in 
agreement with the States concerned, and asked the Red Cross and Governments 
to work for the universal and scrupulous application of the Geneva Conventions 
in all armed conflicts,

considering that the XVIIth International Conference in its 
Resolution No XXVII in particular considered "essential the development of 
relations between National Societies of friendly and enemy States",

recommends that in cases of ¿ïrmed conflicts or of situations which 
are a threat to peace the ICRC shall, if necessary, ask the representatives of 
the National Societies of the countries concerned to meet together or separately 
with the ICRC to study the Resolutions of humanitarian problems involved and 
in agreement with the Governments concerned to examine what contribution the 
Red Cross could make to preventing the outbreak of the conflict or achieving 
a cease-fire or cessation of hostilities,

recommends the National Societies to comply with the request of the 
ICRC and give it all desirable co-operation in this field.

P.8181



COLLECTION CICR

Résolution 6 P

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Submitted, by the Under-Commission created by the General
Commission

The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,

Considering that the International Red Cross, in accordance with its 
fundamental humanitarian principles adopted by the XXth International 
Conference, is called upon to promote mutual understanding, friendship, 
cooperation and lasting peace amongst all peoples,

confirming all previous resolutions in support of peace condemning 
any threat or use of force which jeopardizes the independence and right 
of self-determination of all peoples, and the appeals of previous Red 
Cross Conferences to all Governments to settle their disputes by effective 
peaceful means, within the spirit of international law,

expressing its anxiety at the threat to world peace and international 
security resulting from armed conflicts in different regions of the world 
which are causing great suffering and distress and prompted by the 
necessity for effective measures to ensure the maintenance of international 
peace and security which requires as an essential element, respect for 
international agreements and international law,

re-affirming that the Red Cross is always faithful to its traditional 
commitments for the benefit of all mankind and calls for respect of the 
internationally accepted fundamental human rights of all persons and of 
all human societies,

urgently appeals to all Governments and to the United Nations to take 
all measures to put an end to armed conflicts and to establish a lasting 
peace. Urges renewed efforts to halt the nuclear arms race including the 
establishment of an adequately verified treaty banning nuclear weapons 
tests in all environments, a seabeds arms control treaty, sound and 
effective arrangements, covering chemical and biological weapons, and 
general and complete disarmament under effective international control,

proposes to use funds that would have been assigned to the purchase 
of armaments for the service of mankind, the protection of the lives and 
health of people, first and foremost the younger generation, and for the 
improvement of education and teaching,

noting with satisfaction resolution 2444 of the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted on 19 December 1968, requests the leaders of the 
International Red Cross to maintain constant and close oontaot with the 
United Nations in respect of activities on behalf of peace and human 
rights,
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urges all States to accept and. effectively put into practice the 
standards established by international law, the Charter of the United 
Nations, international humanitarian Conventions and declarations and 
all previous humanitarian Resolutions of the International Red Cross 
and the United Nations,

recommends that the International Red Cross bodies and the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, in constant 
liaison with the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations, take active 
measures to initiate the whole population, particularly youth, in Red 
Cross activities by training youth in a spirit of international brother
hood, solidarity, friendship with all peoples and social responsibility 
for the destiny of their peoples. In this spirit it invites the Inter
national Red Cross bodies, in liaison with UNESCO, other UN Specialized 
Agencies and youth organisations, to initiate an educational programme 
on peace,

........ urgently invites and recommends the National Societies to increase 
and maintain closer contacts with each other for the purpose of 
exchanging experiences, and achieving closer co-operation and mutual 
understanding in the promotion of peace,

draws the attention of the International Red Cross to the need to 
have further recourse to all media of information in support of peace, 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to the need for extensive 
dissemination of the humanitarian principles of the Red Cross,

recommends to the International Red Cross organs and to all 
National Societies to convene meetings and study groups to seek 
practical ways of enabling the Red Cross to participate mere effective
ly in the cause of safeguarding peace and preventing wars.

P.8180



Résolution 7/P

SEANCE PLENIERE

Protection des victimes de conflits armés non internationaux

Projet de résolution présenté par les Gouvernements canadien; et norvégien, 
les Croix-Rouges française, italienne, et sénégalaise, ■ ainsi que par le gou
vernement et la Croix-Rouge de Belgique

La XXIe Conférée^ internationale de la Croix-Rouge,

Considérant que depuis la conclusion des Conventions de Genève, 
en 1949, les conflits armés non-internationaux se sont multipliés, entraînant 
de grandes souffrances,

Considérant que l'article 5 commun aux quatre- Conventions de 
Genève a déjà rendu de précieux services pour la protection des victimes de 
ces conflits,

Considérant cependant que l'expérience a fait ressortir certains 
points sur lesquels cet article pourrait être précisé ou complété,

Demande au CICR de vouer une attention particulière à ce problème 
dans les études plus générales qu'il a entreprises pour développer le droit 
humanitaire, notamment avec le concours d'experts gouvenementaux.

P. 8184/yb
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Resolution 7/1

PLENARY MEETING

Protection of victims of non-internatiional armed conflicts

Draft resolution submitted by the Canadian and Norvegian Governments, the 
French, Italian and Senegalese Red Cross Societies, and by the Belgian 
Government and Red Cross

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that since the conclusion of the Geneva Conventions 
in 1949 non-international armed conflicts have been on the increase and caused 
much suffering,

whereas Article J common to the four Geneva Conventions had already 
rendered great service in protecting the victims of these conflicts,

considering however that experience has brought out certain points 
on the basis of which this Article could be made more specific or supplemented,

asks the ICRC to devote special attention to this problem within 
the framework of the more general studies it has started to develop humanitarian 
law, in particular with the co-operation of Government experts.

P. 81. 4/yb
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COMMISSION FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Resolution submitted by the Turkish Red Crescent Society

The Commission for International Humanitarian Law decides to submit 
for adoption by the XXIst Conference in plenary session the following 
declaration, to be called the "Istanbul Declaration" :

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,
Aware of the unity and indivisibility of the human family,

Declares;
That man has the right to enjoy lasting peace,
That it is essential for him to be able to live a full and satisfactory 

lige founded on respect of his rights and of his fundamental liberty,

That this aim can be achieved only if human rights as set forth and 
defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Humanitarian 
Conventions are respected and observed,

That it is a human right to be free from all fears, acts of violence 
and brutality, threats and worries likely to injure him in his person, his 
honour and his dignity,

That everyone has the right-to equal enjoyment of the benefits of 
contemporary civilisation without distinction or discrimination as to race, 
sex, origin, religion, language and phi]osophical and political opinion,

That the universally recognised general principles of law demand that 
the primacy of law be effectively guaranteed everywhere,

That if the ideals of peace and freedom are to be achieved, special 
attention must be paid to the young generations, and'upbringing and education 
must be improved in accordance with the humanitarian principles embodied 
inter alia in the concept of human rights and in the International Red Cross 
and finding expression in the Geneva Conventions,

That the common fate of humanity depends on solidarity, co-operation 
and sincere friendship between nations.

P,8149/1w/1O.9.1969



COMMISSION DU DROIT HDKANITAIRE

Résolution présentée par la Société nationale du Croissant-Rouge turc

La Comission du Droit international humanitaire décide de sou
mettre à la XXIe Conférence, en session plénière, en vue d'adoption, le 
texte de la déclaration suivante dénommée "Déclaration d'Istanbul".

- La XXIèice Conférence internationale de la Croix-Rouge,

Consciente de l'imité et de l'indivisibilité de la famille 
humaine,

Déclare:

Que l'homme a le droit de .jouir d'une paix durable,

Qu'il est indispensable qu'il vive une vie digne d'être vécue 
dans le respect de ses droits et de sa liberté fondamentales,

Que ce but ne peut être atteint que si les droits de l'homme tels 
que énoncés et définis dans la Déclaration Universelle des Droits de 
l'Homme et les Conventions humanitaires sent respectés et observés,

Que l'homme a le droit d'être à l'abri de toutes craintes, violen
ces, brutalités, menaces et soucis susceptibles de le blesser dans sa per
sonne, son honneur ou sa dignité,

Que chacun a le droit à égale jouissance des bienfaits de la ci
vilisation contemporaine sans distinction ni discrimination de race, de 
sexe, d'origine, de religion, de langue, d'opinion philosophique et politi
que,

Que les principes généraux du droit universellement reconnus exigent 
que la primauté du droit soit effectivement assurée partout,

Que pour atteindre les idéaux de paix et de liberté il importe que 
les jeunes générations soient entourées d'une attention particulière et que 
l'éducation ainsi que 1'enseignement soient améliorés conformément aux prin
cipes d'humanisme incarnées notamment des droits de l'homme et par la Croix- 
Rouge internationale et trouvant son expression dans les Conventions de 
Genève,

Que le sort commun de l'humanité dépend de la solidarité, de la 
coopération et de l'amitié sincère parmi les nations.

P.8149
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PLENARY MEETING

Traft Resolution 8/p

Resolution submitted by the Algerian Red Crescene

The XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross,meeting in Istanbul 
from 28 August to 15 September 1969,

Expresses its gratitude to the Turkish Government and the 
Turkish Red Creseent Society for allowing, organising, and helping with 
the holding of the Conference,

Thanks the organisers for the extensive facilities which they 
have unstixtingly afforded to delegates during rhe discussions thus ensuring 
the success of the XXIst Conference

Expresses its appreciation to the Turkish Government and the 
Turkish Red Crescent for making the delegates' stay both pleasant and •oofbrtahl

Pays tribute to all members of the Turkish Red Crescent for their 
untiring efforts during the whole of the XXIst- Conference.

P. cl85/yb


