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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE FINANCING OF

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS.

The Commission for the Financing of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross was set up in 
1948 during the XVIIth International Conference of the 
Red Cross in Stockholm.

The Commission was re-elected at the XVIIIth, 
XIXth and XXth International Conference of the Red 
Cross in 1954, 1957 and 1965«

The Commission's membership has not changed 
since the XIXth International Conference in 1957, which 
appointed as members the National Societies of India, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Czechos
lovakia .

The Commission is presided over by Mr. van 
Emden, Director General of the Netherlands Red Cross.

Since the XXth International Conference at
Vienna in 1965, the Commission has met each year during 
the sessions of the Council of Delegates, to examine re
sults achieved and decide on measures to be taken to 
improve ICRC finances by regular annual contributions 
from all National Red Cross Societies.

The Commi sei on 1s efforts have been concentrated 
mainly on implementing the decision it took, on 25 
September 1959, that National Red Cross Societies should 
agree to pay the ICRC annual contributions equal to one 
half of the sums provided for in the scale of contributions
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to the League.

The Commission was gratified to observe each 
year a regular progression in the contributions paid 
and an increase in the number of the National Societies 
which participate in this financing. Annexe I hereto is 
a table of figures showing this twofold progression.

While expressing thanks to all National 
Societies who have shared in this remarkable effort, the 
Commission nevertheless draws the attention of participants 
in the XXIst Conference to the facu that, in 1968, there 
were 19 National Societies which had never contributed to 
the ICRC financing, and 13 others which had not given 
their financial support for a number of years. The 
Commission therefore feels it its duty to issue a reminder 
of Resolution IX - with special emphasis on operative 
paragraph (b) - adopted by the XIXth Conference. The full 
text of this Resolution is given as annexe II.

At each of its annual meetings, the Commission 
inquired into the extent to which Resolution XIII of the 
XXth Conference had been implemented. This Resolution is 
given as annexe III. It refers x:o financial contributions 
annually expected from Governments parties to the Geneva 
Conventions. The Commission has noted the regular increase 
in these contributions and has observed with satisfaction 
the interest thus displayed by riany Governments in the 
yearly financing of the ICRC. Th Commission is pleased 
to record that the ICRC has reg-j _arly submitted it the 
documentation necessary for its annual meetings, attended 
each year by Mr. Bordier and Mr.. Gallopin, Members of 
the Committee, as well as by representatives of the ICRC 
Directorate.

But the Commission wi shes especially to make a 
point of issuing a reminder the t :

- in the course of th.3 last three years, the 
ICRC has been involved in a suc cession of relief actions 
on an increasingly large scale :in the Yemen, in the 
Middle East and in Nigeria-Biaf.:ra;
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- consequently, it has had to discharge an 
ever-increasing number of missions which have necessitated 
a considerable strengthening of its permanent organization;

- at the same time, some Governments' and 
National Societies 1 contributions have not increased or 
have even been conspicuous by their absence, thereby 
constituting a heavy handicap for the smooth running of 
the operations which the ICRC has to carry out.

Consequently, to conclude its report, the 
Commission appeals to all participants in the XXIst 
International Conference and adjures them to vote in 
favour of a new resolution :

- recalling the very important work carried out 
by the ICRC and which, due to present circumstances, will 
continually increase;

- calling on all National Red Cross Societies 
to give their support to the ICRC in the discharge of 
its standing mission, by paying it a regular annual con
tribution equal to at least one half of the amount 
stipulated by the League to meet its own financial 
requirements,
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Annexe I

Contributions to ICRC from

National Red Cross Societies and Governments

National Societies Governments

Number of con
tributions re
ceived

■ Amounts in
■ thousands 
of Swiss 
francs

Number of 
contributions 
received

Amounts 
in thou
sands of 
Swiss 
francs

1950 57 504 4 270
1955 54 525 52 1,129
I960 54 597 54 1,552
1965 59 555 62 2,250

1966 65 560 69 2,579
1967 65 581 71 2,650
1968 65 612 72 4,419

* The jump in the 1968 figure is due to the increase in the 
Swiss Government contribution from 1 million to 2.5 million 
Swiss francs.
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Annexe II

Resolution IX of the XIXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross (New Delhi, October - November 1957)

COMMISSION FOR THE FINANCING OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

''The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
whereas the Commission set up by the XVIIth 

International Conference of the Red Cross in its 
Resolution No. 8 has conclued its work and submitted its 
report,

whereas, according to this report, a number of 
National Societies have made regular voluntary annual 
contributions to the International Committee and whereas 
the continuation of this support and contributions from 
all National Societies are desirable, justified, and 
necessary,

whereas, also, appeals are made by the International 
Committee to Governments which are members of the 
International Conference of the Red Cross in accordance 
with the Resolution of the Diplomatic Conference held in 
Geneva in 1949 and the participation of National 
Societies in passing on and supporting these appeals 
varies of necessity from country to country according to 
national custom,

decides :
(a) that the report of the Commission set up by the 

XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross in 
accordance with the above mentioned Resolution is 
approved,

(b) that each National Red Cross Society accepts its 
obligation as a member of the International Red 
Cross to pay regular, voluntary, annual contributions 
to the International Committee,

(c) that each National Red Cross Society will continue 
to take such steps as it considers advisable with
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regard to financial appeals made to Governments by 
the International Committee in accordance with the' 
above Resolution of the 1949 Diplomatic Conference.

(d) that a new Commission shall be appointed consisting 
of the National Societies of Czechoslovakia, Great 
Britain, India, Mexico and the Netherlands."
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Annexe III

XXth International Conference of the Rea Cross. Vienna
October 1965 - Resolution No XIII

FINANCING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE REB CROSS

"The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
« Having taken note of the report submitted by the

Commission for the Financing of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross,

thanks the members of the Commission and renews 
until the next International Conference of the Red Cross 
the mandate with which they have been entrusted,

having noted the constant lack of balance between 
the annual financial resources made available to the 
ICRC and the needs arising from the activities it is 
obliged to carry out in application of the Geneva 
Conventions,

having noted further that it is in the first place 
incumbent on Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions 
to furnish the ICRC with the financial resources essential 
to it in the fulfilment of its obligations,

recalling the Resolution adopted by the 1949 
Diplomatic Conference in the terms of which Governments 
represented at that Conference recognised the necessity 

c of providing regular financial support for the ICRC,
makes an urgent appeal to all Governments of States 

parties to the Geneva Conventions that they include in 
their budgets a voluntary annual contribution to the ICRC. 
The amount of these contributions should be set or increased 
so as to represent a fair share of the total expenditure 
of the ICRC which, at present, exceeds five million Swiss 
francs per annum.,"


