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PLENARY MEETINGitem 9 of the AgendaStanding Commission Report to XXIst International Red CrossConference

The Standing Commission has met six times since the last Conference and has held two informal meetings. The three Presidents have met on three occasions.Madame Issa-el-Khoury, President of the Lebanese Red Cross, was appointed as the League's second delegate.Reports were received at the meetings of the discussions which had taken place at the joint ICRC/League meetings held at monthly intervals and the representatives of the ICRC and the League gave their reports on the current activities in which they were engaged.I am glad to report that at the meeting of the Standing Commission held on April 24 1969 unanimous agreement was reached on amendments to the ICRC/League Agreement of 1951, which had been the subject of careful study between the two bodies. As this has already been alluded to elsewhere, I would only add that what matters as much as the written word is the spirit in which it is interpreted, and I think we may rejoic that the goodwill which now exist?? between the. ICRC and the League will result in the full cooperation so essential to our mutual work.Considerable time and thought were given to the procedure to be adopted for the selection of members to the Standing Commission. A memorandum embodying these proposals has been circulated to the members of this Conference.The Standing Commission has agreed that the question of an increase in their membership should be studied jointly by the ICRC and the League. As any change of this nature would entail an alteration in the Statutes of which six months previous notice must be given, it cannot be dealt with at this Conference.In order to obtain the views of National Societies on the organisation of future International Red Cross Conferences it was decided to send them a questionnaire, to which some very helpful answers were received. It was stressed that particular attention should be paid to establishing the Agenda o." the Conference.
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A questionnaire prepared by the ICRC/the League and approved by the Standing Commission was sent to National Societies inviting nominations for the first awards of the Henri Dunant medal, As it seemed that National Societies were in some doubt about the criteria which had been established further guidelines were sent, indicating the qualifications needed to justify candidature for the Award.At the meeting of the Standing Commission held in April 1%8 nine nominations were received and carefully considered. As the result of a.secret ballot the following two awards were agreed :1) Mr. Janouch, Late President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross Society;2) Monsieur Tacier, ICRC delegate in the Middle East.At a later meeting 2 further awards were unanimously agreed unfortunately both posthumous ones namely Dr. Herçog of the Yugoslav Red Cross and Mr. Robert Carlsson of the Swedish Red Cross.At the meeting in September 1968, attended by the Vice - Chairman of the Turkish Red Crescent Society, Mr. Sayman, the date was agreed and the formal agenda approved for the XXIst International Red Cross Conference. The list of members to be convoked and observers to be invited was studied and approved and other matters of detail were discussed.Further consideration was given to these matters at a meeting of the Standing Commission in April 1969 at which we had the advantage of the attendance of Monsieur Cercel, President of the Turkish Red Crescent Soci ty.
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