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INTRODUCTION

I have pleasure in submitting to the XXIst International 
Conference this Report on the League's activities since the XXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross held at Vienna in 1965.

While we can be grateful that this period has not seen 
any world conflict, the universal rise of tension, the growing num
ber of localised conflicts and internal disturbances have produced 
huge humanitarian needs and tested the spirit of solidarity of those 
whose vocation it is to alleviate suffering. The moral responsibili
ty of the Red Cross has become singularly heavier; its governing bod
ies have so clearly realised this that they have accentuated their 
investigations and concentrated their efforts on the manner in which 
the Red Cross can at the present time fulfil its mission in favour of 
the maintenance of peace or its promotion.

The last four years have unfortunately been marked by a 
large nimber of major disasters. The League has assumed increasingly 
wide responsibilities as an organ for liaison and co-ordination in 
emergency relief. Each disaster has been for it a fresh challenge 
and a new experience.

The League has not shut itself up within an ivory tower at 
a time when technical progress has brought about revolutionary changes 
in the world. It has endeavoured to adjust to these changes by respon
ding to fresh needs, coping with new problems and revising its program
mes and methods.

Medical and social welfare problems have assumed such propor
tions that the Governments alone cannot assume entire responsibility for 
them. The Red Cross, by placing greater emphasis on prevention, mobilis
ing its volunteers and training them for more technical duties, has more 
than ever shown itself to be the worthy auxiliary of the public authori
ties, just as fifty years ago.

Nor can we ignore the revolt of youth, seeking passionately 
to participate one hundred per cent in community life'. By offering young 
people the opportunity to help conceive and carry out service programmes 
and share in the burdens of practical actions, the League has undoubtedly 
progressed towards total integration of youth in Red Cross activities.

But the League bears also witness to the widening differences 
between nations, which technological progress only serves to accentuate. 
The undeniable right of the least privileged National Societies to assis
tance gives added significance to the League Red Cross Development Pro
gramme. While unable to compete with the countless forms of technical 
assistance undertaken by Governments or other international agencies, or
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lay claim to spectacular results, on account of its limited resources, *■
this Programme has shown moral results for the Red Cross far beyond 
mere monetary evolution.

The League lives in a world marked by internationalism.
By developing in recent years its collaboration with governmental and 
private international organisations, which recognise its unique role 
in the common struggle to conquer hunger, disease and ignorance; by 
encouraging international and regional meetings of young people and 
experts on every level and in all its spheres of activity, the League 
is in the mainstream of international activity. Through international 
co-ordination of activities for the wellbeing of mankind and exchanges 
on every level from which communities draw their substance and vitality, 
it is making a vital contribution to peace and understanding.

Today the Red Cross has to cope with greater responsibilities 
and ever more extensive activities. If we are to accomplish all that 
this task demands of us, we must be able to rely on the loyal and dynamic 
support of those who constitute the very backbone of the League and from 
whom it derives its strength, namely the member Societies.

In submitting this Report, I wish to voice my deep gratitude 
to all the leaders and members of National Societies - in other words, 
to those who have made the activities described in this Report possible.

,/

♦

Jose Barroso
Chairman of the League 
Board of Governors.



a

3

EVOLUTION OF THE LEAGUE AND ITS SECRETARIAT

i
(1965 - 1969]

Composition of the League

Since the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
(Vienna, 1965], five new National Societies have been admitted to the 
League, namely those of the following countries: Kenya, Zambia, Mali 
(1967), Kuwait and Guyana (1968).

The total membership of the Federation is now 111.

The Table below shows how the numerical composition of the 
League has evolved by Continent since its establishment.

1919 1934 1948 1957 1965 1969

Africa 1 2 2 5 24 27
t Americas 7 21 22 22 24 25

Asia 3 6 11 20 25 26
% Europe 15 25 23 31 31 31

Australasia 2 2 2 2 2 2

28 56 65 80 106 111

As regards the League’s governing bodies, the evolution 
has been as follows: the Board of Governors, the League's highest 
authority, has met once since 1965, at The Hague in 1967, on the 
occasion of the Netherlands Red Cross Centenary, while the Executive 
Committee has met twice, in 1966 and 1968, in Geneva.

The Committee of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, a new body 
set up in 1965, has met five times since the previous session of the 
Board of Governors. Mr. José Barroso, elected Chairman of the Board of 
Governors in. 1965, presided over these meetings, attended by the 
following seven Vice-Chairmen:

Mr. George Aitken (Canada)

» Professor A. von Albertini (Switzerland)

H.E. Ambassador A. François-Poncet (France)

Angela, Countess of Limerick, G.B.E., LL.D. (United Kingdom)
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Professor Dr G.A. Miterev (USSR]

Chief S.A. Ojo (Nigeria)

H.E. Ambassador William E. Stevenson (USA)

In 1968, Professor H. Haug, in succeeding Professor von 
Albertini as President of the Swiss Red Cross, became ex-officio a Vice- 
Chairman of the League. -• ,

Several meetings of Advisory Committees, have taken place 
since 1965: the Relief Advisory Committee held its IVth Session in 
1967 at The Hague; the Nursing Advisory Committee met twice, in 1967 
and 1969, in Geneva; the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee 
and the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee also met twice, in 1966 and 
1968. In addition the Development Programme Advisory Panel held annual 
meetings at the time of the Board of Governors*  and Executive Committee's 
sessions. Finally, the Standing Finance Commission and the Permanent 
Scale of Contributions Commission worked at their annual meetings to 
improve the League’s system of financing.

During this same period , the VUIth Inter-American Red 
Cross Conference met in Bogota, from 6 to 12 November 1966.

Evolution of the League’s Activities

The League’s activities have considerably increased since 
the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, October 
1965), at the same time as certain economic and financial difficul
ties have been substantiated.

Two essential, closely interdependent activities, headed the 
list of priorities: relief to disaster victims and development questions. 
Both demanded the League's full attention.

Relief

The present period is characterised by all too many calamities 
of every kind. Disasters follow each other at an impressive and 
inexplicable rate, almost always striking the same particularly exposed 
world-girdling belt where numerous countries with limited resources and 
still insufficiently developed National Societies are grappling with 
innumerable difficulties. Between 1965 and 1968, several natural disasters 
made it necessary for the League to give proof of the speed and efficiency 
of its relief machinery. Problems of refugees and displaced persons 
also proved especially delicate to handle, whether in the Central African 
Republic, Vietnam, or the Middle East. Since 1965 the League has entered
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r fully into an era of planning, notably in the field of relief, where
international assistance continues to arouse keen interest among the 
United Nations bodies as well as within the League. The period 1965 

i to 1968 was marked by the codifying of measures to be taken when
disaster strikes and the co-ordination of international relief under the 
auspices of the United Nations and the League (See Chapter Relief)

Development

The League Red Cross Development Programme has made 
satisfactory progress since the XXth International Conference and has 
definitely found its bearings, while being the subject of periodical 
revision and adjustment.

It has been possible to implement the annual Plans of the 
Development Programme, for the benefit of 56 National Societies 
distributed over the four large geographical areas of the Programme, 
despite the handicaps constituted by the lack of financial resources 
and the shortage of qualified personnel (See Chapter Development)

Following a Resolution of the Board of Governors, it was 
decided from 1967 to concentrate activities according to strict 
priorities in the developing areas, in order to ensure better use of 

f the long-term resources available.

This decision was taken as an attempt to solve the
* problem of financing the Development Programme, which depends entirely

on voluntary contributions. The Board of Governors and the Executive 
Committee have made repeated appeals, urging all National Societies to 
give considerably increased support to the Programme in the form of 
cash, personnel and material to enable the League to meet its commitments.

The Delegates at the 1967 session of the Board of Governors 
moreover stressed the role of training for personnel assigned to 
Development activities, whether members of National Societies or the 
Secretariat. To this end the Board adopted a Resolution, requesting 
the League to analyse t he knowledge and skill required by the National 
Societies and the League to meet their obligations in this sphere.

Other activities

The League’s governing bodies examined certain general 
questions of a legal and procedural character, as for example the 
Regulations for Advisory Committees, a new draft text of which will 
be submitted at Istanbul. Furthermore, a proposal to introduce Arabic 
as a League working language was studied by the Delegates in response 
to a wish voiced by some National Societies.
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Finance «

One of the most thorny problems examined by the Delegates
at sessions of the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee was ,
the League's financial situation. Two trends had already become ap
parent in 1965 which have exercised considerable influence on the
League’s budgetary proposals: the expansion of its activities, on the 
one hand, and on the other the inflation in Europe, especially in 
Switzerland, entailing considerable increases in Secretariat expenditure.

From 1966, this matter was taken up by the Executive
Committee, which entrusted the Permanent Scale of Contributions Com
mission with finding long-term solutions, in co-operation with the 
Treasurer General and the Secretary General, for a period of four years.

After two years with budgetary deficits, the Board of
Governors took vital decisions in 1967 which have given a new impetus 
to League activities. It adopted a budget of three and a half million 
Swiss Francs - the highest ever accepted - and, what is still more 
important, approved a new scale of contributions, distributing participa
tion in expenditure on a percentage system and increasing the quotas of 
League members by approximately<one third.

The Board of Governors furthermore ratified measures
for administrative and financial readjustments. j

The Secretariat was reorganised to emphasize the establishment
of specifically operational Servi-es alongside the. general and adminis- *
trative Services. This re-organization was aimed at more satisfactory 
co-ordination of the League's tasks for the benefit of National Societies, 
more prominence for the work of planning and training, and rationalisation 
of executive duties. The presentation of the League Budget was also 
modified, as it now not only shows the cost of past activities but also 
estimates for future activities, presented in the form of systematic 
plans. ■ - .

An overall survey of the League's financial activities 
since 1965 will be found in the Chapter "Financing of League Activities”.

The Red Cross and Peace

Since the Vienna Conference, the Red Cross, acutely concerned
by the extension of localised conflicts in the world, has endeavoured 
to make its voice heard xdo the international level for the promotion of 
peace.

The Board of Governors and the Executive Committee have *
regularly examined this .serious problem and adopted resolutions generally 
adapted to the circumstances. In 1966, the Executive Committee "deeply 
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concerned with the prolongation of an increasingly cruel war in South- 
East Asia”, urged all parties concerned to put an end to it as soon as 
possible. In addition it requested the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors to bring this Resolution to the notice of the Governments 
and National Societies.

The Board could not remain indifferent to the grave events 
which in 1967 gave birth to and intensified conflicts in various parts 
of the world. It consequently unanimously adopted a Resolution urging 
the countries engaged in armed conflict "to put an end to the existing 
conflicts and to establish stable peace”. Furthermore, giving voice to 
its concern at the large number of armed conflicts taking place at 
this timd in the world, the Board requested that efforts be made to 
reduce the danger of indiscriminate war by concluding an agreement on 
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. It asked all National Societies 
to intervene with their Governments with a view to the conclusion of such 
an agreement and to the adoption of measures which would put an end to 
existing conflicts.

These serious problems were also the focal point of the 
discussions at the Council of Delegates*  meeting on 8 September 1967. 
The Delegates of the National Societies, the ICRC and the League 
launched an appeal to all the authorities concerned with the refugee 
problem in the Near East requesting them to fulfil their 
humanitarian obligations by facilitating the return of the refugees to 
their homes and their reintegration into’ their communities. More 
particularly, the Council urged Governments" to apply the Geneva Fonven- 
tions and to respect humanitarian rules” and "to allow enough time to 
those refugees who wish to return to the West bank of the Jordan".

Finally, in 1968, at its 87th Session, the Executive Committee 
requested all Red Cross bodies to undertake more systematic positive 
action with a view to preserving and maintaining peace in the world. 
For this purpose it recommended the holding of a because Seminar in 
consultation and co-operation with the ICRC to study the measures to be 
taken in this connection.

The League was closely associated with the "Round Table 
Discussions on Peace" organised by the ICRC. The personalities invited 
to these Round Table Discussions held in 1967 and 1969, stressed the 
responsibility incumbent on the Red Cross to awaken the conscience of 
the world to peace, without shrinking from the risks this attitude 
might possibly involve. The need to resort to every modern information 
media for the widest possible dissemination of the Red Cross Principles 
and the Geneva Conventions among Red Cross members and the general public 
was one of the proposals put forward.

Finally, in April 1969 the League held an Information Meeting 
on Peace in the course of which concrete projects were suggested, especially 
On action directed at youth, the extensive use of dissemination media 
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dissemination and the assistanca of eminent personalities charged with 
appealing to the conscience of the man in the street .

t

The League Secretariat

The execution of the League programme of action determined 
by the Board of Governors is entrusted to the Secretary General. The 
Secretariat carries out the missions devolving on him under his direc
tion. Several changes have been made in the Secretariat since the previous 
International Conference of the Red Cross.

In indeed appeared essential to adjust the present conditions 
of the Secretariat’s organisation, which had not undergone any basic 
modifications for some time, in view of the huge development of the Red 
Cross movement during the last ten years. Following a survey carried out 
in 1966 by three experts from National Societies, the Secretariat was 
therefore reorganised in line with the orientation of League work in aid 
to developing Societies, which demands improved planning and training 
resources.

The new structure is as follows:

a Sector under the Deputy Secretary General, post 
established in 1967, comprising:

Administration and Personnel

Office of the Treasurer General

Information

International Relations and Research

Visitors’ Service

General,
- a Sector established in 1967 under the Under-Secretary 

comprising

Planning Section

T raining Section

Regional Service Section

Junior Red Cross'

Health and Social Service

A
• r

A

A

À

Nursing

A Bureau placed directly under the Secretary General, namely
Relief
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Mr. Nedim Abut, Under-Secretary General since 1962, was ap
pointed Deputy Secretary General in 1967 and the post of Under-Secretary 
General was assigned to Mr. W.H.S. Dabney, former Assistant Director 
of International Services at American Red Cross Headquarters in Washington 
and Administrator of the League Development Programme in 1965 and 1966.

At the end of 1968 the International Relations and Research 
Service was set up to co-ordinate and develop League relations with 
all the governmental and non-governmental organisations and undertake 
studies aimed at augmenting the League’s income, promoting the long
term planning of its activities and defining new Red Cross trends in 
order to orient its activities.

Finally, in 1965, one of the most outstanding USSR experts, 
specialising in children's infectious diseases, Professor Alexander 
Libov of Leningrad, joined the members of the League Secretariat in 
Geneva as Expert Consultant on Health Education.

Relations with the ICRC

Collaboration between the League and the ICRC, laid down 
in the Statutes of the International Red Cross, has increased in every 
sphere of Red Cross work during this period and has as always been 
characterised by the utmost cordiality.

Since the XXth Conference, the representatives of the two 
organisations have met each month to discuss problems coming within 
their respective fields of competence; a large number of questions have 
thus been studied and solved in complete agreement and conformity with 
the interests of the International Red Cress,

The Chairman of the League Board of Governors and the 
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross have met regularly 
with the Chairman of the Standing Commission. These consultations have 
enabled them to solve the most important problems of mutual interest, 
study questions submitted to them by the League and the Committee and 
decide which should be settled by the Standing Commission.

Collaboration between the two Red Cross organisations has 
in particular been in evidence during relief operations in serious 
emergencies. This was the case in 1967 following the Israeli-Arab 
conflict when they co-ordinated the relief action in aid of refugees 
and displaced persons in the Middle East and launched several joint 
appeals to National Societies,

More recently, the ICRC, as a neutral intermediary in 
time of war, launched a large-scale relief operation for the victims of 
the Nigerian conflict, with the help of National Societies and private 
organisations. The League was constantly consulted by the ICRC during
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the different phases of the relief operation and placed a Liaison 
Officer with National Societies at the latter's disposal. It also took 
part in the discussions of the Advisory Committee for the Nigeria-Biafra 
action.

In this sphere of mutual relations, the ICRC and the League 
started in 1967 to revise the 1951 Agreement defining their respective 
fields of competence, especially with regard to the co-ordination of 
relief for civilian populations. This revision was undertaken in response 
to requests made by both the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross and the Council of Delegates at their 1967 meetings in The 
Hague.

After several studies by a joint ad hoc Committee, a new 
basic Agreement was signed on 25 April 1969, covering in particular 
the possibilities open to the League to organise, at the request of the 
National Society, relief actions in aid of civilian populations, even 
in regions where conflicts are being waged.

Finally, the League and the ICRC have continued to administer 
the Empress Shdken Fund within a Joint Commission composed of three 
representatives of each Institution. The income from this Fund is 
designed to promote Red Cross "relief work in peacetime”, especially the 
fight against contagious diseases, and assistance to disaster victims.
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RELIEF

The League's International Relief work is one of its 
statutory responsibilities. This work (in aid of natural disaster victims, 
refugees and displaced civilian populations as a sequel to conflicts 
or internal disturbances, and all needy populations) can be divided into 
two categories of equal importance:

- Preliminary organisation of relief on the national and international 
levels, establishment and application of measures to prevent disasters 
or diminish their consequences.

- Relief action, their co-ordination at the international level and 
their execution, either by the National Society of the disaster- 
stricken country or, at the Society's request, by the League (alone 
or in co-operation with international institutions, or United Nations 
Bodies or Specialized Agencies).

DISASTER RELIEF PREPAREDNESS AND CO-ORDINATION

In response to a request from the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965) to help National Societies 
with disaster relief preparedness the League has taken various steps 
aimed at ensuring permanent co-ordination in each country of assistance 
to disaster victims by the Government, the National Society and other 
organisations.

It first launched a series of enquiries among National 
Societies to ascertain: the degree of relief organisation in their 
respective countries, the facilities offered the Society by the Government 
for carrying out its humanitarian mission and, lastly, the recourse 
to and value of communications by radio amateurs in times of disaster.

Out of 50 replies received, 24 National Societies informed 
the League that there were national plans in their countries, while

37 stated that the National Society was closely associated 
with relief activities at the national level.

Out of 87 replies, 63 reported that the National Society 
had been granted the following facilities: free travel or reduced rates, 
free visas, telecommunications priority, the right to transfer funds, 
free transport of relief supplies, or large reductions, and exemption 
from customs duties.
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Furthermore?, since 1965, the League has provided techni
cal delegates or experts to administer relief operations or help 
Societies in drawing up final national relief plans. It has also 
organised regional seminars with National Societies, whose main theme «
was disaster relief preparedness (Singapore, 1966, Trinidad and 
Tobago, 1968] and has attended other Seminars, Conferences, etc. dealing 
with the same subject. Pilot projects have also been launched in some 
countries (East Pakistan, in particular] as well as training programmes 
for relief experts.

Finally, by increasing the number of its international 
warehouses (7 in 1969] located at various strategic points of the globe, 
the League has added new possibilities for the speedy distribution of 
emergency relief.

The data assembled through its various enquiries and those 
other activities will assist the League in establishing plans to help 
Governments in organising their national disaster relief services and 
putting the finishing touches to material which will enable National 
Societies to assume their responsibilities alongside the public 
authorities when national disaster strikes.

Disaster relief preparedness has been the subject of a 
series of studies within the United Nations, with which the League has 
been closely associated. In December 1965 and 1968 the General Assembly /
adopted Resolutions asking member States to set up appropriate national 
planning machinery urging the Secretary-General to consider ways of 
expanding assistance to Governments for disaster relief preparedness, »
training of relief personnel, the installation of warning systems, etc., 
in co-operation with the other United Nations bodies, the League and 
other organizations concerned.

Both these Resolutions were communicated to the National 
Societies and by them to their Governments, together with a statement 
of the conditions under which disaster-stricken countries could appeal 
for aid from the United Nations Working Capital Fund.

Close co-operation has also been established with the 
Council of Europe and non-governmental organisations in connection 
with disaster relief preparedness.

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS

For the League to play its role of co-ordinator and the <
National Societies to be effective auxiliaries of the public authorities 
in times of disaster or internal disturbances, relief operations should 
conform to a twofold requirement: moral, by basing all action on the •
Red Cross Basic Principles, and technical, by constant improvement of 
operational methods and assistance to victims.
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The League and the ICRC, in accordance with the task entrusted 
to them by the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross in 
Vienna, have prepared a new compendium of rules and principles that 
should govern relief actions, which will be submitted to the XXIst Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross for approval.

On the operational level, from 1965 to 1969 the League 
went into action in 60 emergency situations, five of which required 
the organisation of long-term relief operations. The full list of these 
will be found in the Table opposite.



14

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS

1965 - 1969

Pieces and Dates Type of Disaster Number of Donor
Societies

Value of Gifts 
in Swiss francs

1965

SOMALIA Famine 17 550,000

(January - 
December]

VIETNAM (Rep.) Typhoons and floods 35 760,472
(November 1964-
January 1965

1 million victims

ALGERIA Earthquake )
(January) (M’Sila) )

12,000 people homeless )
) 29 962,183

(February) Rain and floods )
(Oasis) )
12,000 people homeless )

CHILE Earthquake 31 1,592,274
(March) 50,000 victims

TURKEY Measles epidemic 13 381,533
(March) (Erzurum Province)

100,000 people 
threat ened

GREECE Earthquake 23 641,233
(April) (Peloponnesus) 

30,000 people 
homeless

PAKISTAN Cyclone and tidal wave 46 3,023,500
(May) (Barrisal District and 

coastal islands. East 
Pakistan)
5 million victims
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YUGOSLAVIA
(June)

Floods
(Serbia, Bosnia,
Vojvodina)
60,000 people homeless

23 955,968

KOREA (Rep.)
(July)

Floods
(centre and south)
298,078 people homeless

10 304,668

BURUNDI
(July-August)

Malnutrition and 
diseases among the 
Rwanda and Congolese 
refugees
20,000 refugees

14 277,480

BURUNDI
(15 August 1965-
15 February 1966

Medical care in the
Mugera Resettlement 
Centre

14 191,948

PHILIPPINES
(October)

Volcanic eruption
(Taal)
50,000 people homeless

21 236,418

MOROCCO
(November)

Floods
25,000 needy people

4 120,000

PAKISTAN
(December)

Cyclone
(Chittagong)

15 522,469

1966

TURKEY
(February)

Floods 11 , 324,931

GREECE Earthquake 17 461,211
(February) (Karpenission and

Thessalia)
25,000 people homeless
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JORDAN
(March)

Floods
5,000 people homeless

13 331,138

INDONESIA
(March)

Floods
Island of Java)
500,000 victims

23 11,833,500

GHANA
(March)

Critical situation of 
former detainees

13 60,294

NEPAL
(June)

Earthquake
20,000 people homeless

24 412,464

MONGOLIA 
(July)

Floods
(Ulan Bator District)

13 654.800

TURKEY
(August)

Earthquake
(Varto)
100,000 people homeless

57 6,586,000

(September- 
December)

Idem 8 5,202,819

LAOS 
(September)

Floods due to the rise 
of the Mekong
12,000 people homeless

15 164,155

EAST PAKISTAN
(October)

Cyclone
3 million victims

16 288,589

PERU
(October)

Earthquake
58,000 people homeless

16 414,000

ITALY
(November)

Floods in Tuscany, Emilia' 
and the Northern Provinces

40 3,000,000

(December) Idem 10 6,000,000
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JORDAN 
(March!

Floods
5,000 people homeless

13 331,138

INDONESIA
(March)

Floods
Island of Java)
500,000 victims

23 11,833,500

GHANA
(March)

Critical situation of 
former detainees

13 60,294

NEPAL
(June)

Earthquake
20,000 people homeless

24 412,464

MONGOLIA
(July)

Floods
(Ulan Bator District)

13 654.800

TURKEY
(August)

Earthquake
(Varto)
100,000 people homeless

57 6,586,000

(September- 
December)

Idem 8 5,202,819 '

LAOS
(September)

Floods due to the rise 
of the Mekong
12,000 people homeless

15 164,155

EAST PAKISTAN
(October)

Cyclone
3 million victims

16 288,589

PERU
(October)

Earthquake
58,000 people homeless

16 414,000

ITALY
(November)

Floods in Tuscany, Emilia 
and the Northern Provinces
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EAST PAKISTAN
(October)

Floods
2,500,000 victims

13 238,274

(January)

NEPAL
(October)

Floods
(5 provinces)
1,000 people homeless

6 44,620

1969 '

SYRIAN ARAB 
REPUBLIC

Floods
45,000 victims

22 534,000

The distribution of relief actions by category of disaster 
is as follows:

Floods 28 or 46.7

Earthquakes 12 or 20 %

Cyclones 5 or 8.4

Volcanic eruptions 2 or 3.2

Famine and food 
shortage 3 or 5 %

Diseases and 
epidemics 4 or 6.7

Refugees and displaced 
persons 6 or 10 %
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LONG-TERM OPERATIONS

Places and Dates Type Number of Donor
Societies

Value of Gifts 
in Sw.Frs.

1965-1966

SENEGAL Refugees from Portu
guese Guinea 
50,000

17 350,000

1965-1968

CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC

Sudanese refugees
15,545

13 1,764,411

1966-1967

INDIA Food shortage in several 
States

40 22,972,642

1966-1968

VIETNAM (Rep.)

1967-1966

Needy civilian populations 39 14,000,000

VIETNAM (Dem,Rep,] Needy civilian populations 31 9,142,000

National Needy civilian populations 19 1,593,370
Liberation Front

1967-1968

MIDDLE EAST 
(Jordan- Syrian 
Arab Republic, 
United Arab
Republic]

Refugees and displaced persons 50
250,000

21,127,000
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On average the League launched one appeal a month to National 
Societies.

The total contributions of National Societies to relief 
actions from 1960 to 1968 is shown in the form of a diagram in Table 1 
(see Annex}

LONG-TERN OPERATIONS

From 1965 to 1969, six international relief operations 
for refugees and displaced persons or victims of natural disasters 
demanded prolonged assistance from the League and National Societies. 
In each case the League responded to an appeal from the National Society 
requiring help and on two occasions it worked Jointly with the Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in the capacity 
of operational partner.

1, Refugees in Casamance (Senegal)

The Senegalese Red Cross Society appealed to the League for 
aid in caring for the 50,000 refugees from Portuguese Guinea who had 
been granted asylum in the Casamance Province of Senegal. A medical 
assistance programme was accordingly launched at the beginning of December 
1965, with the help of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees.

Under a medico-social programme three nurses loaned by 
National Societies each headed a mobile medical team. These teams gave 
medical care to the refugees and the local population from December 
1965 to November 1966, visiting 50 villages. They tended 37,000 cases of 
respiratory and parasitic infections, malnutrition and tuberculosis 
and organised preventive campaigns against malaria and bilharziosis. 
Milk and multivitamins were distributed and first aid courses given by 
these nurses.

Seventeen National Societies contributed to this action 
and their gifts in cash and kind represented a value of Sw.Frs. 35,000.

2. Refugees in the Central African Republic

In November 1965 the Government of the Central African 
Republic appealed to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees for Assistance in meeting the situation resulting from 
the arrival of 20,000 Sudanese refugees. A resettlement programme was 
drawn up by the Government and the UNHCR and in 1966 the League was 
requested to act as co-ordinater.
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During the first phase of the programme, 25,000 Zandi 
refugees were resettled in the Bambouti area not far from the Sudanese 
frontier. Thanks to the assistance of the Government, the United 
Nations Agencies and private organizations, the refugees were fed and 
clothed and enabled to produce crops to become self-supporting.

At the beginning of 1967, however, it was decided to 
transfer the refugees to another region, M'Boki, where some 74,000 
acres of arable land were placed at their disposal. The joint work of 
the League and the UNHCR in 1967 and 1968 consisted of arranging the 
transfer of 15,545 refugees and installing a new reception area, equipped 
with a medico-social and educational infrastructure; experts from the 
Office for the Development of Agricultural Production helped the refugees 
to start farming.

The League terminated its operations on 31 December 1968, 
but agreed to keep its medical team at M’Boki until 1 July 1969, at the 
request of the Government of the Central African Republic.

Apart from the basic contribution of the UNHCR, thirteen 
National Societies provided assistance for this action in the form 
of gifts valued at Sw.Frs. 1,764,411.

3. Food Shortage in India

Several Indian States suffered seriously from drought 
towards the end of 1965 and a hundred million inhabitants were threatened 
with famine as a result, including 18 million children and 2| million 
pregnant women and young mothers.

In February 1966, the Indian Red Cross Society decided, in 
order to supplement the minimum food ration distribution plan of the 
Indian Government, to launch a programme offering additional rations 
for children,pregnant women and young mothers. It appealed to the 
National Societies through the League, with a view to setting up 
distribution centres (principally milk stations) in States where the food situa
tions was the worst, with the help of its 260 District Branches.

This supplementary feeding programme, which is the biggest 
peacetime operation undertaken by the Indian Red Cross, benefited 
some million and a half victims (1,212,323 children, 203,095 expect
ant mothers, 106,213 old persons and invalids) and continued up till 
the end of 1967, Over 6,000 distribution points were established 
by the Society in twelve drought stricken States.

The operation was brought to a successful conclusion with 
the help of forty National Societies, which contributed 4,000 tons of 
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powdered milk, 35 million multivitamin tablots and 300 tons of protein 
rich foodstuffs. The total gifts received, to the exclusion of large 
quantities of foodstuffs received locally, were valued at Sw.Frs.22,972,642.

4. Assistance to civilian populations in Vietnam

a] In the Republic of Vietnam

In September 1966 the Republic of Vietnam Red Cross appealed 
to the League for assistance on behalf of the large number of civilian 
victims of the war in their country, particularly the displaced persons. 
Following a detailed survey of the situation, an appeal was launched 
in December 1966 and a League Delegation established in Saigon to work 
with the Vietnamese Red Cross. A programme of supplementary assistance - 
distribution of emergency rations, milk stations and dispensaries - was 
commenced in the Delta and gradually extended to the Provinces north 
of Saigon. At the same time the Society’s first aid and youth activities 
were expanded to provide teams of volunteers to participate in the relief 
operation. The organisation of the Society was strengthened both at 
the national level and in the Provinces with a view to taking over full 
responsibility for all these programmes.

Though the peace talks commenced, ever larger numbers of 
persons became displaced as a result of the continuing military activities. 
Up to the end of 1968 over 1,236,000 emergency rations had been dis
tributed and approximately 125,000 children were receiving a daily cup 
of milk and a multivitamin tablet from 289 milk stations throughout the 
country. In response to the League's appeals, 39 National Societies 
had contributed assistance to a value of over 14 million Swiss Francs.

b] Democratic Republic of Vietnam

League action was not confined to the Republic of Vietnam. 
Suffering is just as great to the north of the 17th parallel. At the end 
of 1966 the League therefore also offered its service to the Red Cross 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

Thanks to the funds placed at the League’s disposal during 
the past two years by several Red Cross Societies, numerous relief 
consignments have been despatched, in line with the needs reported by 
the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Some were shipped 
from Western Europe, others from the Soviet Union and South East Asia. 
They essentially consisted of medicaments, proteins, medical, surgical 
and laboratory equipment, ambulances, foodstuffs, blankets, clothing 
and cloth. It should be recorded that the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR and the Singapore Red Cross Society 
in particular have given the League valuable assistance with regard 
to purchases and their despatch to Haiphong/Hanoi. The value of these 
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consignments to date is well over one million Swiss Francs. As to the 
total value of the relief provided by the League and National Societies, 
this, so far as we know, represents a figure of Sw.Frs. 9,142,000,

The Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam has 
been kind enough, moreover, to help the League in forwarding relief to 
the organization assuming the duties which usually fall to the Red Cross 
in the territories controlled by the National Liberation Front. The value 
of the assistance supplied to date stands at Sw.Frs. 330,000, this has 
been completed by direct despatches of National Societies, bringing up 
the total estimate of relief known to have been furnished to Sw.Frs. 
1,593,370.

5 • Refugees and Displaced Persons in the Middle East

One of the most tragic consequences of the Israeli-Arab 
conflict of June 1967 was the massive influx of refugees and displaced 
persons into the United Arab Republic, Jordan and the Syrian.Arab Republic. 
Census conducted by the authorities showed that there were up to 250,000 
refugees and displaced persons in these last two countries after the 
cease-fire.

The ICRC which, in its capacity of neutral intermediary, had 
been active during the conflict assumed responsibility for assisting 
the Red Crescent of the Syrian Arab Republic with a relief operation for 
50,000 refugees.

The League, on the other hand, responded to an appeal 
from the Jordan National Red Crescent Society for help with a program
me of assistance to sume 50,000 refugees benefiting from no specific 
relief.

This programme, placed under the sponsorship of an inter
ministerial Committee, composed of representatives of the Jordan 
Government, the Red Crescent and United Nations Specialized Agencies, 
took the form of reception centres and milk stations, where the Red 
Crescent, aided by the League and other National Societies, daily 
distributed basic food rations and milk to these refugees, who included 
15,000 children.

However, in view of a further influx of refugees and the 
exhaustion of the Jordan Government’s and Red Crescent's relief stocks, 
the ICRC and the League launched a joint appeal to the National Societies 
in the autumn, asking them to develop the emergency action in aid of 
Middle East refugees.

Consignments of relief were supplied by 50 National Socie
ties from June to December 1967. They were distributed to some
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200,000 refugees (according to the end of the year census in Jordan by 
the Red Crescent Society and in the Syrian Arab Republic where the ICRC 
in close collaboration with the Red Crescent Society supervised the 
distributions in Government installed camps.

At 31 December 1957, the value of the relief provided by 
National Societies not only to the refugees in Jordan and the Syrian 
Arab Republic but also to the warstricken populations of all the 
belligerent countries reached the figure of Sw.Frs. 21,127,000.
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DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The alms of the Development Programme, which constitutes 
a basic League mission, are the following:

A. To promote the establishment of a National Red Cross or 
Red Crescent Society in every country, and once recognised., to assist 
such Societies in establishing a basic structure which will enable them to 
develop community services in conformity with the ideals and principles 
of the Red Cross.

B. To help established National Societies to develop and 
extend their existing services, and to guide them in the exploration and 
undertaking of new services in response to needs that may exist in their 
countries.

SOCIETIES ADMITTED TO THE LEAGUE

Five new National Societies have been admitted to the 
League since the previous international Conference of the Red Cross 
(Vienna, 1965).

It is a question of the Societies of the following countries: 
Kenya (1967), Zambia (1967), Mali (1967), Kuwait (1968), Guyana (1968),

There are now 111 members of the Federation (see Chapter 
Evolution of the League and its Secretariat).

Other Societies are in course of formation or on the point 
of being recognised in Barbados, Botswana, Congo-Brazzaville, Gabon, 
Gambia, Lesotho, Malawi, Central African Republic, Rwanda, Singapore, 
Somalia and South Yemen.

ANNUAL PLANS OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The Development Programme has been applied in accordance 
with annual Plans of action approved by the League authorities. They 
have been regularly drawn up and their results examined by the 
Development Programme Advisory Panel.

Since 1965 they have been implemented in line with priorities 
designated to make efficient use of the League’s available resources. 
Forms of assistance have been determined according to the stage of 
development by the Societies concerned, whether they were in course 
of formation or development. From 1965 to 1968, 73 National Societies
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(including some 10 in course of formation) benefited from the 
Development Programme.

At their 1965 and 1967 sessions the Development Programme 
Advisory Panel and the Board of Governors also gave their attention to 
one of the fundamental aspects of the Development Programme : professional 
training.

For several years the training of officers within Societies 
of developing countries has been conducted in the field in all spheres 
of Red Cross activity,at the instigation of League Regional, Field 
and Technical Delegates. In 1968 it was decided to extend it to the 
League Secretariat (courses on methods of group work and to organize 
courses for future Delegates entrusted with short and long-term missions.

Hethods of Technical Assistance

The methods of action employed in the Development Programme 
include regional or national conferences, seminars and centres with 
regional participation, missions, loan of Delegates, study visits, 
supply of information and teaching material.

1. Regional Conferences and Seminars

The value of regional meetings has been unanimously recog
nised. Apart from the fact tnat they allow considerable economies 
to be made in travelling expenses, they also strengthen the bonds 
between Societies with common interests and similar problems and 
encourage them to seek and apply new methods of mutual aid.

Since 1965 there has been a definite trend to organise 
technical or didactic Seminars, which best correspond to the needs 
of the National Societies concerned.

The geographical distribution of Regional Conferences and 
Seminars (including national seminars with regional participation) 
organised between 1963 and 1969 under the Development Programme is 
shown in Table No. 2 (See Annex). ...........------------------ -------

The full list of meetings since 1965 is as follows:
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REGIONAL CONFERENCES ANO SEMINARS 1965 - 1968

Region Title Places and Dates Aim

Africa Regional Seminar for
Western African Red
Cross Societies

Abidjan
(27 February - 
6 March 1965)

Study of the development 
and activities of 
National Societies
11 Societies 
participated

Regional Seminar for 
Eastern African Red 
Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies

Addis Ababa
(9 - 19 January 
1967)

Study or organisation, 
administration, 
relief and Junior
Red Cross
8 Societies 
participated

Asia South-East Asia
Disaster Relief
Seminar

Singapore
(2-9 May 1966)

Technical Seminar on 
relief and disaster 
relief preparedness 
12 Societies 
participated

Red Cross and Health 
in the Home Seminar

Manila
(9 - 21 June 1967)

National meeting with 
regional participation 
organised by the 
Manila
Chapter of the 
Philippine Red Cross

Junior Red Cross 
Institute

Manila
(9 - 20 March 1968)

National Seminar with 
regional participation 
on the role of the 
Junior Red Cross in 
medico-social services 
12 Societies 
participated

Latin 
America 
and 
Caribbean
Area

Technical Seminar Nicaragua
(May 1965)

Seminar for teachers 
responsible for 
Junior Red Cross 
Groups
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Region Title Places and Dates Aim

Latin 
America 
and 
Carribean 
Area 
(Contd.)

VUIth Inter-American 
Red Cross Conference

Bogota
(6-12 November
1966)

Statutory regional 
Conference for the 
Societies of North, 
Central and South 
America
17 Societies 
participated

Inter-American 
Seminar on Junior 
Red Cross and Health 
Education

Quito
(27 October -
4 November 1966)

Planning and 
organisation of 
the Junior Red Cross 
Programme at the 
national level, 
development of 
health education 
activities and 
collaboration 
with the education 
authorities
17 Societies 
participated

Illrd Meeting of 
Presidents and Tech
nical Seminar of the 
Societies of Central 
America, Canada, USA, 
Mexico and Panama

Guatemala City 
(15 - 18 November 
1967)

Study of questions 
of common interest 
8 Societies 
part icipated

Ilnd Meeting of Caracas Study of questions
Presidents and (19 - 25 November of common interest
Technical Personnel 1967) 5 Societies
of the Northern part icipated
Zone of South
America

Ilnd Meeting of Buenos Aires Study of questions
Presidents and (4-10 December of common interest
Technical Personnel 196.7) 5 Societies
of the Societies 
of the Southern 
Zone of South 
America

participated
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Region Title Places and Oates Aim

Latin Disaster Preparedness Port of Spain Study of disaster
America Seminar National (22 - 30 June relief preparedness
and Red Cross Societies 1968) 11 Societies
Carribean in the Carribean participated
Area Area
(Contd.)

social activities 
and information 
12 Societies 
participated

Middle
East 
and North 
Africa

First Seminar of the 
National Societies 
of the Middle East and 
North Africa

Rabat
(23 - 28 May 1966)

Seminar of a general 
character
12 Societies 
participated

Second Seminar of Kuwait Seminar of a
the National (25 - 29 January technical character
Societies of the 1969) on structure
Middle East and questions, refugee
North Africa problem, medico-
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2. Missions

Missions grouped in two categories (contact missions and 
special missions] have proved most useful at very varying stages, both 
for the development of newly formed Societies and for older Societies, 
to which they have given a new impetus.

a] Contact missions were undertaken by the Secretary 
General, the Deputy Secretary General and the Under Secretary General 
or their representatives, notably the Chairman of the Development 
Programme Advisory Panel.

The distribution of these missions by geographical area
is as follows:

LIST OF CONTACT MISSIONS

1965 - 1968

Regions Representatives Places and Dates

AFRICA Mr. K. Warras, -Chairman 
the Development 
Programme
Advisory Panel

Mr. W.H.S. Dabney
Under Secretary General

of Nigeria
1967

Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, Uganda,
Malawi and Malagasy 
Republic
1968

ASIA Mr. H, Beer
Secretary General

Thailand, Cambodia, 
Laos, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Burma, 
India, Pakistan and 
Nepal
1966
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Regions Representatives Places and Dates

ASIA
(Contd.)

Mr. W.H.S. Dabney India, Ceylon,
Singapore, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand,
Philippines and
Japan
1968

LATIN AMERICA AND
CARRIBEAN AREA

Mr, H. Beer Ecuador, Guyana, 
Venezuela, Colombia 
and Mexico
1966

Mr. K. Warras

■•si*  ■’••-'a
i ■' . -

Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, Jamaica, 
Mexico and Colombia 
1966

MIDDLE EAST Mr. Beer Tunisia
1965

Mr. N. Abut Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
Deputy Secretary 1967
General

b] So-called special missions have also been arranged, either 
on the occasion of meetings or conferences or at the invitation of Societies 
to enable senior officials and Desk Officers of the League to study the 
problems peculiar to a Society or an area. The geographical distribution 
of these special missions organised from 1965 to I960 is as follows:

Africa Asia Latin America Middle East and
North Africa

30 12 32
• s’

7

3. Delegates

Since the 1965 session of the Board of Governors, axperience 
has shown the necessity of having the services of three categories 
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of delegates within the -framework of the Development Programme: Regional 
Delegates, whose main task it is to help the Societies of a specific 
area to establish their structure, train officers and plan their 
development.

Field Delegates, coming under the direct responsibility of the 
League or a National Society, entrusted with assisting the Society to 
consolidate its organisations and help local leaders with the preparation 
of programmes.

Finally, Technical Delegates, who are experts and have the 
task of assisting Societies in specific spheres: first aid, mother and 
baby care, home nursing, health education, Junior Red Cross, disaster 
relief preparedness, etc,

a) Regional Delegates

From 1966 the League appointed two Regional Delegates for 
Africa, one for West Africa the other for Central Africa. Two other 
Regional Delegates were appointed in 1965 and 1968 for Latin America and 
the Carribean Area.

In compliance with the decision of the Development Programme 
Advisory Panel adopted by the Board of Governors at The Hague in 1967, 
Development Programme Desk Officers undertook several missions in 1968 
in the areas under their authority in place of Regional Delegates properly 
so termed. This considerably reduced the expenses involved in having 
Regional Delegates and also enabled information as to the needs and 
projects of National Societies to be obtained more rapidly.

The number of National Societies visited by delegates and Desk 
Officers from 1965 to 1968 is geographically distributed as follows:

Africa Asia Latin America Middle East and
North Africa

38 7 17 2

b) Field and Technical Delegates

Table No. 3 (see Annex) indicates the annual distribution 
of the number of Field and Technical Delegates sent to National Societies 
from 1963 to 1968 within the framework of the yearly plans of the 
Development Programme.
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From 1965 to 1968 the nurtfber of Field Delegates sent out 
was 54 whereas that of Technical Delegates was 88. The distribution of 
these Delegates by geographical area is indicated in Tables Nos. 4 and 
5 (see Annex]. It should be mentioned that these figures represent the total 
number of Field and Technical Delegates corresponding to the projects in each 
annual Plan.

Finally fable No. 6 shows the distribution of Technical Delegates 
by field of activity,

4, Study Visits

Study visits are intended for the personnel of all National 
Societies. They are arranged at the regional level with National Societies 
or at the international level at League Headquarters. Their purpose is 
to enable this personnel to enrich its general Red Cross'experience or 
improve its knowledge in specific spheres.

In 1965 the Swedish Red Cross sponsored an international 
study visit programme for the benefit of 7 leaders or future leaders 
of National Societies. These fellows received intensive training in 
Geneva in administration, organisation, finance and the. technical 
activities of the League.

The League furthermore regularly organises programmes for 
its Field and Technical Delegates about to visit National Societies, 
which are beneficiaries under the Development Programme.

. 5. .Information Haterial

Information is one of the most powerful and effective media 
for making the Red Cross known in developing countries, such media demand 
that the material employed should be adapted both to their needs and to 
their possibilities.

From 1965 to 1969, assistance to National Societies in this 
connection consisted of the despatch of films on the Red Cross, exhibition 
panels, documentary and audio-visual information material (radio recordings, 
slides and films for leadership training, etc...) (See also Chapter Informa
tion) .

6. Teaching Material

Teaching material is an essential aid in promoting leadership 
training programmes.

This material, financed out ef the Centenary Fund and by 
National Societies, has taken the following forms: dummies for the 
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demonstration of resuscitation techniques, first aid, Kits and other 
first aid equipment, kits for casualty faking, manuals and guides, etc. 
Among the donor Societies, the German Red Cross in the German Democratic 
Republic should specially be mentioned; in recent years it has made 
extensive gifts of anatomical models and charts, resuscitation dummies' 
and first aid kits.

Financing - .'

The Development Programme is financed each year partly 
by the League’s Ordinary Budget, partly out of extra-budgetary contribu
tions of National Societies.

- s ■ ■ ■: . • i • ■'./ • • •

The cash contributions of National Societies from 1963 to 
1969 are indicated in Table No. 7 (See Annex).

These figures show.that though on the whole the satisfactory 
funds available have proved inedequate to cover all the objectives 
in the annual plans of action. Since 1967, in particular, the lack of 
financial resources has limited the range of some activities and even 
compelled League officers to cancel certain projects.

This is why the_Board of Governors and the Executive 
Committee have several times earnestly requested the National Societies 
to furnish more substantial support in the form of cash, personnel 
and material to the Development Programme.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICE

Red Cross medico-social action has definitely expanded 
during the past four years. New National Societies have been established, 
for the most part in developing countries where public health problems give 
the Red Cross the opportunity of fulfilling its humanitarian mission. 
Older Societies have endeavoured to meet the urgent educational or social 
welfare needs of the population or to help less privileged sister 
Societies to develop health education and first aid activities, in line 
with the recommendations made by the XXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross in 1965.

More broadly speaking the League has concentrated its efforts 
on prevention, from both the educational and medico-social angles, 
more especially because often underestimated problems linked to 
contemporary evolution have widened the scope of its activities. Accidents 
in the home, the recrudescence of communicable diseases, new aspects of 
community medico-social service resulting from rapid economic, scientific 
and industrial changes, are examples of these.

Realising the progress made in scientific research and the 
evolution of techniques, the League has made increasing use of experts 
and specialists in recent years and organised more training centres, 
regional seminars and meetings for the comparison of methods and tech
niques. The Secretariat, following the advice of the Health and Social 
Service Advisory Committee (which held its Xlth and Xllth Sessions in 1966 
and 1966 in Geneva), has expanded its programme of technical assistance 
to National Societies, especially as regards first aid and accident 
prevention, blood transfusion, public health and social welfare.

Above all at the present time, it is imperative for a community 
task of this type to be carried out in close contact with the international 
organisations specialising in health questions. Collaboration has been 
most marked with the World Health Organisation, which celebrated its 
XXth anniversary in 1968.

FIRST AID

National Societies' traditional standards of first aid 
have evolved in recent years and they increasingly tend to include 
accident prevention and even the rudiments of preventive medicine in their 
first aid programmes.

In 1969 first aid courses of varying types have been given 
by all Societies, even those not yet recognised. The following is the 
distribution of National Societies on the basis of their activities in 
the field of first aid and prevention:
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ACTIVITIES NUMBER OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES

FIRST AID POSTS 73

AMBULANCE SERVICES 61

WATER SAFETY SERVICES 48

ROAD SAFETY SERVICE 41

FIRST AID TEAMS 40

FLYING FIRST AID TEAMS 27

FIRST AID POSTS IN INDUSTRY AND ON FARMS 26

MOUNTAIN RESCUE SERVICES 23

PARTICIPATION IN THE PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS IN
THE HOME 33

PARTICIPATION IN HEALTH EDUCATION AND NUTRITION
INSTRUCTION 53
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Red Cross Technical Meetings

Since it is the League’s role to develop the first aid acti
vities of National Societies, programmes and techniques have to be 
regularly examined and reappraised, This is the aim set itself by the 
Commission on First Aid Practice of the Health and Social Service Advisory 
Committee. It was established in 1961 to give National Societies the most 
recent data on first aid techniques and formulate recommendations in this 
respect. It has held three meetings in the last four years: at Barnett 
Hill (United Kingdom) in 1965, Bucharest (Rumania) in 1966 and Basko Polje 
(Yugoslavia) in 1968.

The main themes studied were the didactics of first aid 
instruction, the employment, training and use of first aiders within Red 
Cross voluntary first aid teams, training programme for professional 
and voluntary ambulance personnel, organisation of first aid instruction 
and health education for children of school age, accident prevention and 
first aid among children of pre-school age, etc. Two Guides have been 
drafted by this Commission: the first relating to Emergency Measures 
in the Event of a Road Accident, the second, designed to help National 
Societies with the preparation of a first aid manual.

Since 1968, the League has specially concerned itself with 
the prevention of accidents on the road and at home, in close collaboration 
with the World Health Organisation, as well as with the organisation 
of emergency transport for the injured, particularly highway victims 
(see Chapter International Relations).

Non-Red Cross Technical Meetings

Apart from these Red Cross technical meetings, the League 
attended conferences and seminars organised by governmental and private 
specialised institutions, with which it has developed its collaboration, 
notably the United Nations and the Council of Europe.

Thus the League was represented at the sessions of the Working 
Party on Road Traffic Safety and the Sub-Committee on Road Transport 
of the Inland Transport Committee of the Economic Commission for Europe. 
It also took an active part in the discussions of the Council of Europe’s 
Working Party on Medical Aspects of Road Accident Prevention.

Technical Assistance

Assignment of experts

Several developing Societies have benefited from the 
experience of experts from older National Societies, under the League
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Red Cross Development Programme. These have in particular helped to 
train first aid instructors and instructor-trainers for teaching first aid 
in their own countries.

Since 1965, 22 Technical Delegates specialising in first aid 
have been sent to developing Societies (see Chapter Development Programme). 
The geographical distribution of the Societies which benefited from the 
instruction of first aid experts from 1965 to 1968 is shown in Table 
No 8 (See Annex).

Supply of material

Technical assistance to developing Societies is completed 
by the despatch of teaching material and equipment by other National 
Societies and technical advice from the League.

The geographical distribution of the beneficiary Societies 
under this heading is as follows:

Africa Asia Europe Latin America Middle East/
North Africa

BLOOD TRANSFUSION

The marked changes in surgical techniques and therapeutic 
medicine produce a constantly larger demand for blood.

Recruitment and motivation of blood donors, training of 
auxiliary personnel for Blood Transfusion Centres, organisations 
of Blood Transfusion Services are the goals of many National Societies 
to which the League has given advice.

Already 80 National Societies participate actively in the 
recruitment of blood donors and brief the general public on the principle 
of the free gift of blood.

Forty-five of them have Blood Transfusion Centres and
13 are entirely responsible for the National Blood Transfusion Service; 
10 supply over 40 per cent of the blood collected in their country and 
22 less than 40 per cent.
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Technical Meetings

The ever more important role played by the Red Cross in national 
blood transfusion programmes has implied League attendance at meetings 
on blood transfusion questions organised by the Red Cross and governmental 
and private international organisations.

Red Cross Meetings

Most of the Red Cross Meetings have been organised on the occasion 
of conferences and study centres of specialised organisations, such 
as the International Society of Blood Transfusion. The IVth Red Cross 
International Seminar on Blood Transfusion (Sydney, 30-31 August 1966) 
and a Red Cross International Symposium on Blood Transfusion (Tours,
France, 22-26 June 1966) should be mentioned among these.

Mon-Red Cross Meetings

In line with a long established understanding, the World 
Health Organisation and the League co-operate closely in the organis
ation and development of blood transfusion programmes (assignment of 
experts, study visits, representation at various technical meetings, 
advice and documentation on blood donor recruitment). The League also took 
a leading part in the annual sessions of the Council of Europe's Sub
committee of Specialists on Blood Problems (Oslo, June 1965, Berne, June 
1966, Vienna, May 1967, Istanbul, May 1968). The main subjects discussed 
were the training in the field of blood transfusion of medical and para
medical personnel, the principle of the free gift of blood, the revision 
of the European Agreement on the Exchange of Therapeutic Substances of 
Human Origin, blood transfusion legislation, etc.

Among the non-governmental organisations with which the 
League has regularly co-operated, the International Society of Blood 
Transfusion and the International Federation of Blood Donor Organisations 
deserve special mention.

Technical Assistance

Experts

Red Cross and non-Red Cross specialists in blood transfieion 
visited National Societies to study their needs in the field of blood 
transfusion or develop the recruitment of voluntary blood donors.

There were 21 of these experts, and the distribution by 
geographical zones of beneficiary Societies will be found in Table No. 9 
(See Annex).
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Study Visits

The League arranged a large number of study visits for blood 
transfusion experts from several countries or Societies to Red Cross 
Blood Transfusion Centres, National Centres and the League Secretariat.

The distribution of the 15 Societies, which benefited from 
these programmes, is as follows:

Africa Asia Europe Latin America Middle East/
North Africa

■' 1 -f , ...

2 7 2 3 1

Material Assistance

Material assistance in the form of publicity documents, 
badges, posters and other audio-visual equipment was given to 26 National 
Societies from 1965 to 1969.

PUBLIC HEALTH

The activities of the National Societies and the League 
expanded rapidly in this sphere, especially as regards health education 
and the fight against disease.

Health Education

This developed considerably and occupies an important 
place in Junior Red Cross programmes and first aid courses. In addition, 
several health education experts were sent to developing Societies under 
the Development Programme (See Chapter Development Programme].

Also under this Programme, several Technical Delegates specialising 
in nutrition questions and qualified nurses played an active part in the 
management of clinics and maternal and child welfare centres as well as 
in the supervision of health care, in various African and Asian countries 
(See Chapter Development Programme].

Fight against Disease

The League gave special attention to the fight against diseases, 
some of which, notably smallpox, have recently on the reoccurred.
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In accordance with a Resolution of the 1965 International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna], recommending co-ordination of 
project planning, between the Red Cross and the United Nations Specialized 
Agencies, especially the World Health Organization, the League and the 
National Societies participated in the world smallpox eradication programme 
launched by this organisation.

A USSR epidemiological specialist and pediatrist was engaged as 
the League’s Expert Consultant on Health Education and undertook a 
worldwide enquiry on the anti-smallpox vaccination calendar in force in 
the different countries. He and the League Medical Director also made 
visits to several African National Societies in 1968, to study their 
public health activities and their possible participation in the WHO 
smallpox eradication programme.

For its part, the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee 
recommended National Societies to launch health education campaigns 
in this field and co-ordinate all preventive programmes with the Public 
Health authorities.

The fight against disease was also extended to cholera and 
cardiovascular diseases, in close collaboration with the WHO.

SOCIAL WELFARE

The League, realising the implications for Red Cross social 
welfare of the changes in family and social structures and of medical 
progress, has endeavoured to assist National Societies during the period 
under review. To this end it has kept them abreast of new trends and 
orientations in social welfare and social policy, inviting them to 
participate whenever possible in the conferences, seminars and study 

of other international organisations.

To help National Societies to play their role with the 
efficiency expected of them, the League, assisted by National Societies, 
has drawn up working documents on the organisation of social welfare 
activities,the training of volunteers called upon to undertake them and 
the preparation of their leaders. Thus, in 1965, a "Guide for a Red Cross 
Welfare Service” was published, containing the basic elements for the 
organisation of social welfare activities and the training of auxiliaries 
in this field, and offering practical suggestions for the basic and 
specialised training of volunteer auxiliaries. A second guide is being 
drafted on the "Preparation of the Red Cross Welfare Leader”.

At the end of 1968, according to the replies to a joint 
enquiry of the Health and Social Service Bureau and the Junior Red 
Cross Bureau, 51 National Societies were active in the social welfare
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-Field. Their distribution by geographical zone will be found in Table 
No 10. (See Annex].

Red Cross Technical Meetings

During the period considered, the IVth Red Cross International 
Seminar on Welfare Service undoubtedly best illustrated the desire of the 
League and certain National Societies not only to keep in line with 
contemporary developments but to look towards the future and study the 
possible impact on Red Cross Social Welfare. The theme of this Seminar 
was the "Prospective Role of the Red Cross Welfare Service in a Rapidly 
Changing World", and 37 delegates representing 22 National Societies 
in four different areas of the world met from 28 May to 4 June 1967 at 
Rosendn (Sweden). There were also ad hoc meetings in connection with the 
preparation of the Guides referred to above.

Non-Red Cross Conferences, Congresses and Symposiums

The League and several National Societies attended 
conferences, congresses, seminars and symposiums of various governmental 
and non-governmental international organisations. These included the 
European Study Groups of the Office of the United Nations at Geneva, 
the International Conferences on Social Welfare(Washington, 1966; 
Helsinki, 1968), at which Red Cross meetings were arranged, ad hoc Working 
Parties of the Council of Europe and the meetings of the International 
Society for Rehabilitation of the Disabled.

MISSIONS

League officers carried out contact and working missions to 
National Societies, sometimes on the occasion of international conferences, 
in order to examine with them their programmes in the following four fields: 
first aid, blood transf usion, protection of health and social welfare 
and help them to develop their projects. From 1965 to 1968, 34 National 
Societies were visited by the League Medical Director or his Assistants.
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NURSING

Since the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
and the XXVIIIth Session of the Board of Governors (Vienna, 1965), the 
League has endeavoured to adapt its assistance to National Societies 
in the field of nursing to the evolution of the needs and of the 
nursing programmes in the various member countries.

With this in view, the Board of Governors, on the basis of 
a recommendation adopted by the Nursing Advisory Committee at its June 
1965 meeting in Geneva, approved the same year a certain number of 
Guidelines for Red Cross nursing activities, aimed at helping National 
Societies with the planning and execution of their activities in this 
sphere. These Guidelines in particular stipulate that:

Each Society wishing to develop its nursing activities 
should

select these activities on the basis of existing needs 
and available resources;

obtain the advice and co-operation of the past qualified 
nurses of the country either on a voluntary or paid basis;

- establish long-term budgetary plans for these activities.

In 1967 at The Hague the Board of Governors similarly adopted 
a further series of Guidelines for auxiliary nursing personnel, stressing 
the following principles:

- The recruitment and preparation of auxiliary nursing 
personnel are activities recommended to all National 
Societies on the condition, however, that this personnel 
meets a need in the country in question.

- These activities must come within the framework of an 
overall health plan in agreement with the health 
authorities and nursing circles of the country and in 
accordance with the legislation in force in this connec
tion.

- The personnel in question are entitled in all cases to 
adequate instruction, directed by nurses and aimed at 
preparing them for well defined tasks. Their work whether 
it is performed under Red Cross or non-Red Cross 
programmes, on a voluntary or paid basis must be planned 
and supervised by nurses.
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These Guidelines have been very widely disseminated.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

1, Development

In 1965, the Nursing Advisory Committee, aware of the 
new demands made on National Societies under the League Red Cross 
Development Programme, recognised that nurses could extensively contribute 
to this Programme and recommended the National Societies collaborating 
therein in the field of nursing to secure the most expert professional 
advice available in their country and ensure that technical assistance 
in this connection both correspond to recognised needs and be of a high 
st andard.

The League has consequently provided technical assistance and 
advice to the Societies requesting it under the Development Programme.

During the past four years, 29 nurses from nine countries 
have thus helped to develop mother and baby care programmes and Health 
in the Home and first aid courses in 11 countries.

The distribution by geographical zone of the National 
Societies benefiting from the missions of these nurses is illustrated in 
Table No. 11 (See Annex).

2. Relief Actions

The League has also been invited to develop the training 
of nursing personnel for international relief actions. In 1967 the Board 
of Governors recommended that nurses called upon to take part in relief 
operations receive basic instruction in the social sciences to enable 
them to participate more effectively in giving care to persons of races and 
creeds different from their own. This Resolution was also forwarded to 
the International Council of Nurses, several of whose Associations have 
supported its suggestions.

Finally, a questionnaire drawn up by the Nursing Advisory 
Committee requesting information on the training of nurses sent on such 
missions will allow the League to prepare general guidelines for 
National Societies concerning the choice and training of nurses enrolled 
for international relief operations. The questionnaire is intended for 
nurses who have themselves taken part in such actions and for the National 
Societies and international bodies of the Red Cross which sent them out 
or which benefited from their services.
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Numerous Societies victims of disaster, or faced 
with problems of refugees and displaced persons, have asked for 
the intervention of nurses in League relief operations. The list 
of these interventions is as follows:
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LIST OF INTERVENTIONS OF NURSES

IN INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS

15 nurses -from 7 countries

Relief action Number of nurses Duration of services

Burundi

Medical assistance to Rwanda 1 Swedish nurse 2 months - July-
and Congolese refugees 1 Swiss nurse August 1965

Senegal

Medical assistance to refugees 1 Canadian nurse 12 months - Dec.1965
from Portuguese Guinea in 1 French nurse Dec. 1966
Casamance 1 Swiss nurse 1 Swiss nurse 11 months - Dec. 

1965 - Nov. 1966

Republic of Vietnam

Assistance to the civilian 
population

2 Netherlands nurses 5 months - August -
Déc. 1967

1 British nurse 25 months - since
May 1967

2 British nurses 7 months - April -
Oct, 1967

1 Swiss nurse 7 months - May -
Nov. 1967

1 Swiss nurse 27 months - as 
from April 1967

Central African Republic

Assistance to Sudanese 1 nurse from Germany 21 months - Oct.1967
refugees (Fed. Rep.) June 1969

1 French nurse Idem

1 Belgian nurse 17 months - Febr.1968
June 1969

132 months
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3. Hissions

All these tasks have implied regular contacts with National 
Societies and international organisations in order to keep the League 
constantly abreast of major nursing preoccupations and enable it to 
associate the Red Cross world with them.

The missions carried out by the nursing officers of the 
League Secretariat have the following distribution by continent:

Americas Europe Asia

14 23 7

4. Teaching

Health Education and the dissemination of Health in the Home 
courses are vital factors in the development of National Societies.

In this connection the XXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross recommended that the Governments of developing countries favour 
the establishment or extension at national level of Health in the Home 
instruction to ensure a better development of this instruction, especially 
in rural areas, with the co-operation of their National Societies.

This instruction, which the League has been providing for 
twenty years, has constantly been recommended by its governing bodies.

League action in this respect has consisted of international 
and regional courses and meetings for instructors, refresher and post- 
basic courses.

The following is the list of the Health in the Home 
Instructors*  Courses and post-basic courses given from 1965 to 1969:
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LIST OF HEALTH IN THE HOME INSTRUCTORS’ COURSES

(1S65 - 1968)

Course I !’Care of the Sick”

Beneficiary countries Number of
and dates_____________ participants

T urkey
(10 January - 17 February 1965) 11

Lebanon
(1 - 31 July 1965) 10

Managua/Nicaragua(1966) 6

Katmandu/Nepal(1966)(2) 23

Quito/Ecuador
(17 - 30 October 1967) 8

Adelaide/Australia
(18 March - 14 April 1968) 12

Seoul/Republic of Korea
(2 - 20 May 1968) 14

Bellinzona/Switzerland
(13 - 24 January 1969) 7

9 courses in 8 countries 91

Course II "Mother and Baby Care”

(and Course II/2 "Care of the Healthy Baby”)

Geneva/Switzerland
(20 - 29 April 1965) 13

Istanbul/T urkey
(14 - 30 April 1966) 9

Caracas/Venezuela
(2 - 17 November 1967) 11

Bangkok/Thailand r
(5 February - 11 March 1968) 17

4 courses in 4 countries 50
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List of refresher and post-basic courses

I. Introductory Course to Group Discussion

Beneficiary countries 
and dates

Geneva/Switzerland 
(22 - 27 February 1965)

Bem/Switzerland
(22 - 27 November 1965)

,v- ’ . ’ Z ’ . ■ . r . •

Vienna/Austria
(18 - 22 June 1966)

Zurich/Switzerland
(7 - 13 June 1967)

Number of 
participants

13

20

32

18

II. Post-Basic courses on teaching methods

St. Cergues-les-Voirons/France
(4-7 October 1967) 20

New Delhi/India
(13 - 30’January 1968) 15

Tokyo/Japan
(22 April - 2 Nay 1968) 32

Diesenhofer/Germany (Fed. Rep.)
(6 - 11 March 1967) 23

Turin/Italy
(23 February - 3 March 1969) 11
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5. Scholarships and Study Visits

The League has continued to develop its programme of study 
scholarships granted by National Societies to nurses for the purpose of 
professional improvement. From 1965 to 1968 ten nurses benefited from 
such scholarships.

It has also with the same end in view encouraged the organisa
tion of study visits for nurses, either to National Societies or to the 
Geneva Headquarters of the international institutions of the Red Cross 
or other international bodies. Sixteen nurses and other persons interested 
in nursing benefited from this programme.

6. Relations with International Organisations

The League has kept in close touch with various other organis
ations interested in nursing.

Thus there has been close co-operation between the ICRC and 
the League with a view to the widest possible dissemination of the Red 
Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions.

There have also been fruitful contacts with the International 
Council of Nurses in connection with the study of nursing developments. 
It should be noted that in 1965 this organisation decided to include a 
reference to the Red Cross Principles and the rights and duties of nurses 
as defined in the 1949 Geneva Conventions in its Code of Ethics.

Finally, the League’s relations with the World Health 
Organisation and the Council of Europe have made it possible to have 
useful exchanges of information and to carry out joint studies on technical 
questions connected with the activities and training of nursing personnel 
in many countries.
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YOUTH

The main trend in Junior Red Cross since the last International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965) has been towards entrusting 
youth with wider responsibility in the study, preparation and execution 
of activity programmes.

Bearing in mind the aspirations of youth and the potential 
strength it represents in the world, the governing bodies of the League 
and the Junior Red Cross Advisory Commitree (which met in 1966 and 1968) 
have deliberately endeavoured to associate young people more closely with 
the planning and implementation of Red Cross programmes, integrate their 
activities into those of adults and interest them in the discussions and 
decisions of national, regional and local Red Cross bodies.

This trend has been particularly manifest in two sectors: 
participation of youth in social service programmes in the community and 
enabling them to contribute to the Development Programme through the Junior 
Red Cross Five-Year Ran.

Such a policy has nevertheless shown the need to analyse 
young people’s motivation and to revise their programmes from time to time, 
in order to ensure that these are adapted to their aspirations and 
interests and to the demands of present day society.

This was the main work of the Junior Red Cross Advisory 
Committee in 1968, when it had been requested to comment on the results of 
an enquiry launched in 1966 by the League Secretariat on Junior Red Cross 
objectives and programmes,

Replies from 64 National Junior Red Cross Sections clearly 
showed that at least on the local level National Societies encouraged 
young people to participate in the life of the Society, both with regard 
to the establishment of programmesand to decision-making. Societies 
also declared themselves in favour of maintaining the traditional Junior 
Red Cross programme "Protection of Health and Life Service, and International 
Friendship”, while recommending the expansion of the health and social 
service aspects.

They also emphasised the need to find more satisfactory 
ways of recruiting and training leaders and of teaching young people of 
the Red Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions.

The growth of Junior Red Cross activities, as measured by 
number, also took the form of new National Sections. With the admission 
of the National Societies of Jamaica, Nepal, Kenya and Zambia, all of 
which have National Junior Red Cross Sections, their total number throughout 
the world is now 93 (85 in 1964).
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But apart from National Societies with Junior Red Cross 
Sections, there are also Societies which involve children and youth 
in their activities. Thus, 103 National Societies have JRC
Sections or youth members working in their programmes.

As to total JRC membership, this has also increased and 
reached the figure of 83 million in 1966 (71 million in 1964), repre
senting nearly 40 per cent of total Red Cross membership.

FIVE-YEAR PLAN

In 1965, to implement a Resolution adopted by the Executive 
Committee at its 1964 session, requesting the League to create a mutual 
assistance plan aimed helping National Societies to develop their 
youth activities and allowing young people a role in this work, a Junior 
Red Cross Five-Year Plan was launched. This Plan has the following aims:

- To encourage the development of activities for and by 
young people in National Societies;

- To promote greater participation by youth in planning 
and implementing activities;

- To provide projects enabling young people to contribute 
to the development of youth activities in other 
Societies, thereby strengthening relations between young 
people throughout the world.

The Plan was divided into themes intended to be continuing 
and complementing: health education, first aid and accident prevention, 
health in the home, leadership training, international friendship and 
understanding.

The organisation, co-ordination and evaluation of the
Plan were ‘undertaken with the advice of the League Health Education 
Working Groups, composed of members of League technical Bureaux and Sections 
of a representative of the World Health Organisation’s Health Education 
Unit.

Since Nay 1965, four themes have been launched in National 
Sections, on the basis of suggestions formulated by the League.

Action in National Societies has taken the form of national 
programmes where practical activities are linked with the teaching of 
basic principles related to health education, first aid, health in the 
home and leadership training. Furthermore, many Societies have launched 
assistance schemes in aid of sister Societies.
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Health education has constituted one of the main spheres 
of Junior Red Cross action. This phase of the Five-Year Plan has 
been considerably stressed both in individual projects and at inter
national conferences and seminars. As an example, in 1966 a Junior Red 
Cross Seminar organised in Quito by the Ecuadorean Red Cross took youth 
health education activities in and out of school as its central theme.

Finally several well-organised Junior Red Cross Sections 
collaborated with sister Sections in developing some pilot-projects. This 
activity implemented Resolution No. 15 of the 1965 Board of Governors 
(Vienna), urging developing Societies to extend the first phase of the programme 
emphasising health education to include their Junior and senior members 
alike, and appealing to all National Societies to play their part in the 
implementation of this programme.

The pilot projects just mentioned have taken the form of 
the assignment to these Societies of voluntary youth teams from other 
Societies, entrusted with oo-operating in the implementation of health 
education programmes and in development in general. This pairing 
of Societies has proved most useful, as has also the assistance of the 
Technical Delegates charged with organising or developing Junior Red 
Cross Sections of certain Societies under the Development Programme (see 
also Development Programme Chapter).

The Five-Year Plan has been generally well received and 
its successive themes widely applied.

Recent trends in youth organisations generally have brought 
out the need for more professioaal planning and implementation of youth 
programmes the world over and -the urgency of studying young people’s 
situations in their respective countries from every angle: education, 
vocational training, health and social service, leisure-time occupations, 
employment.

Invited to give their opinion on the operation of the 5 -Year 
Plan«National Societies recommended extending each of its themes over 
two or three years. This was done from 1968 when the National Societies 
were asked to concentrate efforts on the development of leadership 
training programmes, for both young people and adult JRC leaders. During 
the current two years, therefore, the Five-Year Plan is being devoted to 
a study of leadership training programmes and existing needs, in order to 
help Societies to bring their programmes more in line with present-day 
requirements.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Classical methods of technical assistance were put into 
practice to assist in the «application of the Five-Year Plan and to 
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promote the organisation or to accelerate the development of National 
Junior Red Cross Sections.

Missions

League officers carried out missions to National Societies 
for purposes of contact and work, examining Junior Red Cross Sections’ 
organisation and activity programmes with their leaders*-  These missions 
have included participation in national and international study centres 
and seminars, as well as contacts and discussions with Junior Red Cross 
directors nationally and locally.

The distribution of these missions from 1965 to 1969 by geographical 
area is as follows: America Asia Europe Middle East/North Africa

4 1 25 4
Training Seminar

In 1966 the Ecuadorean Red Cross organised,in co-operation 
with the League, a Training Seminar in Quito in which 17 National Societies 
of the American continent participated. In the light of the importance of 
health education activities in this part of the world, study was concentrated 
on the planning and organisation of Junior Red Cross programmes at the 
national level (role of the national officer responsible for "the Junior 
Red Cross planning of programmes of activities, leadership training, 
financing of activities); the development of health education activities 
by young members of the Red Cross (in the school and the community) 
and international mutual assistance.

Scholarships

The League assists in Junior Red Cross leader training 
by arranging contacts for them with other National Societies' Junior Red 
Cross Sections. Thanks to support from Unesco every two years in the 
form of travel grants, four representatives of National Societies benefiting 
from such grants visited 17 sister Societies between 1965 and 1969.

JUNIOR RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES

The traditional Junior Red Cross programme, which was 
essentially illustrated by the Five-Year plan, has also other aspects. 
These consist of Red Cross international programmes such as the 
organisation of camps, study centres and international and regional 
seminars, international exhibitions, international exchanges, service 
schemes, etc, ............... ”.......
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Study Centres

Meetings were organised between 1965 and 1969 by National 
Societies of Juniors and their leaders, on the local, national and 
international levels.

Eleven international meetings should be mentioned among 
these; a list of them is given in the following Table:
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INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRES

Host Societies 
Dates and Places

Main Themes Number of Societies 
participating

Austrian Red Cross
Kreins
10-31 July 1965

General Junior Red Cross 
activities and first aid 
demonstrations 6

Bulgarian Red Cross
Kamtchiya
22-30 July 1965

- Junior Red Cross and the 
humanitarian education 
of youth

- Health education of 
the coming generation 
and Junior Red Cross

7

- The place of teachers and 
health workers in Junior 
Red Cross activities

German Red Cross 
(German Dem. Rep. 
Neubrandenburg
27 July -
4 August 1965

J
- The role of Red Cross, 

today and tomorrow, and 
relations between adults 
and youth

- Protection of health and 
life

11

- Red Cross responsibility 
for training and 
educating youth

Czechoslovak. Red 
Lisno
25 July -
6 August 1966

Cross Red Cross Development
Programme

- Health education
Programme of Junior Red
Cross 5-Year Plan 12

- Methods of training of 
young Red Cross leaders
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Host Societies 
□ates and Places Main Themes

Number of Societies 
participating

Polish Red Cross
Kwidzyn
8-28 August
1966

Swedish Red Cross
Elvskogen
18 - 28 July 1967

International co-operZtion 
among Juniors

Junior Red Cross contribu
tion to health
education

- Junior Red Cross health 
education activities

- Specific activities for 
youth over 16 years of 
age

- International Study
Camp : 
Discussions on the future 
of the Junior Red Cross

13

8

Canadian Red Cross
Ottawa
14-20 August 1967

Alliance of Red 
Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies 
of the USSR 
Artek
15 - 28 August 1967

Algerian Red Crescent
Tlemcen
6-10 April 1968

- International Seminar
"Rendezvous 67”

- Health education), food and 
nutrition, international 
co-operation, youth
and international under
standing

- Health post competitions 
International friendship

- Exchange of experiences 
in the fields of service, 
health education and 
first aid

- National Seminar with 
Regional participation

45

4
First aid, health education 
social welfare and cultural 
activities
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Host Societies 
Dates and Places

Main Themes Number of
Societies participating

Finnish Red Cross
T ouru
19 - 29 July 1968

Italian Red Cross 
Castiglione delle 
Stiviere
20-25 July 1968

- International Youth Seminar

- Organisation of the Inter
national Red Cross and Geneva 
Conventions 6

- Disaster relief actions, 
League Red Cross Development 
Programme, Activities of 
National Sections present

- European Junior Red Cross 
Meeting

- The International Red Cross

- The role of youth within
National Societies 10

- First aid exercises

Water safety
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Of recent years, these Centres have been marked by a tendency 
to concentrate on a specific theme and to offer practical instruction 
in fields such as work with the physically and mentally handicapped, 
health education and leadership training.

Exhibitions

Among the traditional international friendship activities, 
international exhibitions of school art occupy an important place. From 
1965 to 1969, 31 Sections organised such exhibitions, geographically 
distributed as follows:

Europe America Asia Africa Middle East/North Africa

10 5 9 2 5

Material Exchanges

National Societies reported despatches of Junior Red Cross 
material abroad between 1965 and 1969. Their consignments mainly 
consisted of albums, dolls, paintings, posters, photos, etc.

International Service Schemes

There has been a tendency since 1967 in service programnes 
to send young Red Cross members to work in other countries.Seven schemes 
have been launched since 1965; these are shown in Table as follows:
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE PROJECTS

1965 - 1968

Type of project
Instigator of 
pro j ect Beneficiary Country

American Red Cross 
1965

Chile, Colombia, Ecuador 
and Peru

Summer teams projects
Promotion of health

American Red Cross
1966 - 1967

Mexico Idem

Japanese Red Cross 
1967

India
Tibetan Refugee Centre

Teach the refugees 
how to use knitting 
machines

American Red Cross
1967“ 1968

Mexico
Population of 20 localities

Courses in first aid, 
mother and baby care, 
home nursing and water 
safety

American Red Cross 
1968

Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Panama

Training of instructors 
for health and safety 
courses

Nordic Societies 
(Norway, Finland, 
Sweden)
1967 - 1966

Nigeria Implementation of a
Health education 
project

Canadian Red Cross
6 members
1968

Jamaica Establishment of 
Jamaica Junior Red 
Cross programme

4
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RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

The League has actively cooperated with governmental and 
non-governmental international organisations interested in youth and 
educational problems.

This particularly applies to Unesco, which offered travel 
grants to young leaders of National Junior Red Cross Sections, and to 
the Conference of NGOs in consultative relations with Unesco, Since 
1965, the League has regularly followed the discussions of the standing 
NGO/Unesco committees set up by the IXth and Xth Conferences of NGO and 
their working parties.

The League has also remained in close touch with the Social 
Affairs Division of the United Nations and with the WHO , on questions con
nected with programmes arranged for young peonle and their training.
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INFO R :M A T I O N

Keeping public opinion informed is one of the most important 
tasks of the Red Cross. The League has considerably modified its methods 
of presentation and distribution of information material at a time when 
the mass media have reached an advanced stage of development. Photographs 
have above all been used much more to illustrate major Red Cross events and 
League activities, notably in connection with relief and development. 
Generally speaking, the League Secretariat has continued, as always, 
but more extensively, to help National Societies with their information 
and public relations programmes and has applied itself to promoting the 
establishment of Information Services within National Societies.

In the service of Relief

The rapidity with which news is distributed today means that 
reports of events may be outdated within hours or even minutes of their 
publication. This is specially true where natural disastersare concerned 
and up-to-the-minute information is vital to the success of relief 
operations. The League's Information Bureau plays a most important role 
in this respect. It often sounds the alarm in reporting a disaster and 
seating relief machinery into motion. Consequently, since the XXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965), its methods 
of communicating written and audio-visual information have been constantly 
developed to ensure maximum efficiency. Special efforts have been made 
on the occasion of several large-scale relief actions: in Vietnam, India, 
the Middle East and the Central African Republic.

A list of the Secretariat's major achievements in information 
connected with international relief actions follows:
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LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS IN'THE FIELD OF INFORMATION

ON THE OCCASION OF INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS (1965-19681

Relief Actions

Measles epidemic in
Turkey (19651

Productions

Photographic reports 
and radio programme

Majn Subjects

Activities in aid of 
the victims

Cyclone in East
Pakistan (19651

Famine in Somalia
(1965)

Floods in the
Republic of Vietnam
(1965)

Feeding programme 
in India (1966-67)

Photographic reports

Idem

Radio programme

Photographic reports; 
series of 10 slides

Idem

Idem

Idem

Earthquake in Turkey 
(1966)

Radio programme 
"Fighting hunger in 
India” ■

Photographic reports

Activities of the 
Indian Red Cross: 
implementation of 
its feeding programme

Idem

Action for the victims 
and the erection of 
prefabricated houses

Vietnam (1966) Idem Living conditions 
in Vietnam and the 
activities of the 
National Societies 
of the Republic of 
Vietnam and the 
Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam
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Relief Actions

Vietnam (1967)

Food shortage in 
India (1967)

■■ ■■

Productions

’’Aid for Vietnam"
1st series of 16 slides

2nd series of 18 slides 
and roneoed commentaries

Illustrated reports: 
"The Tran-Van-Bo Family" 
and "Action in Vietnam”

Radio programme "SOS 
Vietnam”

"Fighting Hunger", 
colour documentary film: 
30 prints sent to 20 
National Societies

Refugees in the Middle
East (1967)

Series of 10 photographs 
sent to 30 National 
Societies

Floods in Algeria 
(1967)

Series of photographs 
sent to 23 National 
Societies

Main Subjects

Situation of refugees 
in reception camps

Life of a family

Relief for the needy 
population

Idem

Action of the Indian 
Red Cross for the food 
shortage victims; 
illustrations of inter 
national assistance

Actions for the 
refugees and displaced 
persons in Jordan

Action for the flood 
victims

Earthquake in
Yugoslavia (1968)

24 series of 6 photos Action for the victims

Earthquake in Sicily 
(1968)

35 series of 5 photos Idem

Floods in Iraq (1968)

Refugees in the
Central African
Republic (1968)

7 series of 5 photos

UNHCR/L'eague film 
"The Promise of
M’Boki"

Idem

Resettlement of 15,000 
refugees
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In the Service of the National Societies

1. Development

Information has made an equally important contribution
to the League Red Cross Development Programme, aimed at helping recently 
established National Societies -with their publicity, membership 
recruitment and fund drives.

The Secretariat has increased this assistance in varying ways: 
special missions to National Societies, drafting of national fund drive 
plans, employment of information and publicity material by Development 
Prograrrme Regional, Field and Technical Delegates, etc.

The establishment or development of Information and Public 
Relations Services within all National Societies is one of its key objectives. 
Societies themselves have regularly stressed this need at recent Regional 
Seminars organised under the Development Programme (See Chapter Development 
Programme). It is estimated that at present 61 Societies have such Services.

2. Information Material

The League Secretariat has sent a larger amount of ’information 
and publicity material to Societies of developing countries and the 
various Delegates. It has been possible to donate various publications, 
photographs; slides, badges, filmstrips and film projectors, acquired 
thanks to the Centenary Fund, and films.

The production of the Arabic and Spanish versions of the film 
"A Light in the Darkness” for the North African, Middle Eastern and Latin 
American Societies should also be mentioned.

The geographical distribution of National Societies which have 
received information and publicity material is shown in Table No. 12 
(See Annex).

3. World Red Cross Day

The annual celebration of World Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Red Lion and Sun Day is an important event for the National Societies, 
as it offers an opportunity for,wide publicity and celebrations of various 
kinds, with which the highest authorities of the countries concerned are 
associated.

The following themes have been chosen to commemorate World
Red Cross Day since 1965:
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1965 Red Cross Youth : Tomorrow’s Strength Today

1966 No Frontiers for Red Cross

1967 Protect Health, Prevent Accidents; Save Lives 
through your Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun

1968 Red Cross is Everybody’s Concern

To help Societies to celebrate World Red Cross Day, which has 
each year met with greater success, the League prepares documentation 
consisting of articles, booklets, photographs, recordings and posters. 
The international broadcasts traditionally transmitted on the evening of 
8 May under the auspices of the ICRC, the League and the European 
Broadcasting Union have every year assumed a more varied character and 
attracted a larger audience.

The number of National Societies commemorating World Red Cross 
Day by different activities and events increased between 1965 and 1968, 
as follows:

1965 62

1966 so -
1967 85

1966 70 (provisional figure)

General Information •

This essentially consists of written and audio-visual inform
ation material prepared by the League Secretariat for the National Societies 
or sent in by them. <

The global figures for material received from and sent to 
National Societies are approximately as follows for the period 1 January 
1965 to 31 December 1968:

Sent TO Received FROM
National Societies National Societies

152 Press Releases

9,862 Photographs 13,660

42,372 Posters 41,980

849 Films 91
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Press Service

The total number of press releases sent to National Societies, 
international press agencies, correspondents in Geneva of the international 
press and radio and Swiss newspapers from 1965 to 1968 was 152, distributed 
as follows:

1965 1966 1967 1968

49 33 37 33

They were mainly related to international relief operations 
undertaken following League appeals.

Several press conferences were given at the time of League 
international meetings (the Board of Governors’ sessions in particulars, 
large-scale League relief actions, or after important missions of the 
Secretary General.

The press service also arranges numerous interviews with 
League officials on a wide variety of subjects and maintains close 
contacts with Geneva representatives of all the world’s major newspapers 
and news agencies.

Radio-Television Service

Since 1965, the League has made extensive use of radio and 
television media, not only to explain Red Cross ideals and League 
activities in every country, including the most under-privileged areas, 
birt also to help National Societies to develop their Public Information 
Services or give a wider impact to their fund drives.

A large number of broadcasts and special programmes has been 
prepared since 1965, featuring the major'activities and events in the life 
of the League and National Bocieties. In all, the League produced 25 radio 
programmes between 1965 and 1968.

These productions (with the exception of those relating to 
relief operations, mentioned above) is as follows:
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LIST OF RADIO PROGRAMMES

PRODUCED BY THE LEAGUE SECRETARIAT

C1965 - 1968)

Titles Main Subjects Broadcast

Red Cross Around Radio programme on the XXth Internationally by
the World (1965) International Conference of Swiss shortwave

the Red Cross transmitters; Nationally
by 30 broadcasting 
stations and national 
Societies

Red Cross Youth: Interviews of leaders of All National Societies
Tomorrow's National Junior Red Cross
Strength Today Sections on the occasion

(1965) of World Red Cross Day

Red Cross Around The first Latin American Internationally by
the World No.2 Chairman of the League Swiss shortwave

(1966) Spotlight on Zambia transmitters; nationally 
by 50 broadcasting 
stations and National 
Societies

Red Cross Around Rabat Seminar Idem
the World No. 3 The League's contribution to

(1966) the work of the WHO
Milk distributions in India

Red Cross Around Appeal for peace in Vietnam Idem
the World No. 4 Disaster relief preparedness

(1966)

Red Cross News A special programme for by 15 radio stations
Latin America Latin America prepared with the in Latin America

(1966) aid of Mr. J. Barroso, Chairman 
of the League, and other Red 
Cross representatives
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titles

No Frontiers 
for Red Cross 

(1966)

Hain Subjects

Production for World Red Cross
Day, 8 Nay

Health, Key to
Life (1967)

Red Cross Around
the World No. 5
(1967)

World Red Cross
Day (1967)

Radio programme produced with 
the WHO on the work of 
volunteers in the medico
social field

The Red Cross helps the victims 
of the Middle East conflict 
Rendezvous 67
Centenary of the Netherlands 
Red Cross

Main relief actions and general 
activities of the ICRC, the 
League and National Societies

Broadcast

by Swiss short
wave transmitters, 
"Tour du Monde" of 
the UN and its 
Information Centres,
50 broadcasting 
stations and National

50 broadcasting stations 
and National Societies

Internationally by 
Swiss short-wave 
transmitters; nationally 
by 50 broadcasting 
stations and National 
Societies

Co-operation with the 
ICRC in preparation of 
programmes broadcast 
by French-Swiss Radio 
and Television, in the 
latter case in 
Switzerland, Belgium, 
Portugal and Spain by
80 National Societies

"It could be you"
(1966)

Panorama of Red 
Cross relief 
actions in the 
world

(1968)

Radio programme for World Red
Cross Day 1968 on the theme
"Red Cross is Everybody’s 
Concern”

Red Cross (ICRC - League) inter
national radio programme 
produced by the French-Swiss 
radio

by member countries of 
the French-speaking 
radio community
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The geographical distribution of National Societies having 
broadcast these programmes between 1965 and 1968 is shown in Table No. 13 
(See Annex!.

The League also recorded numerous interviews with the Secretary 
General and his colleagues, Delegates and personnalities from the Red Cross 
world, on the occasion of League international relief operations and other 
important League events.

Numerous such interviews have been recorded each year for the 
international correspondents of 15 radio and television institutions.

In this connection, it should be added that ten countries 
(eight in Europe and two in America] have radio-television correspondents 
in Geneva who regularly "cover” League activities for 15 radio-television 
institutions. In addition, 20 television institutions (12 in Europe, 
five in Africa, one in Asia, one in America and one in the Middle East] 
have shown film sequences on League activities through the European 
Broadcasting Union or filmed original sequences.

The extension of League and National Societies activities 
in the radio and television field is shown statistically as follows:

NUMBER OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES
ACTIVITIES ~ ’

National Societies 
regularly using 
League radio 
programmes for 
broadcasts by 
their national 
Radios

Africa Asia Americas Europe Middle East and
North Africa

19 11 5 6 3

National Societies 
having regular Red 
Cross broadcasts 5 ' 4 3 •
by their national
Radios

Visual Information

The Secretariat also endeavoured to improve and expand its 
visual information techniques in the light of the new needs of Societies 
and the necessity of constant adjustment to the evolution of the modern 
world.

i
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Films

Thanks to the generosity of 20 National Societies and four 
non-Red Cross organisations, the League Film Library’s stock of films 
increased from 466 in 1964 to 543 in 1968, This notable increase enabled 
the Secretariat to develop its film loan service and place 1,849 short . 
and feature-length films at the disposal of Societies during that period.

Statistics by year are as follows:

Despatches TO 
National Societies

Despatches FROM
National Societies

1965

1966

1967

1968

163

235

229

222

849

39

25

15

12

91

Special mention should be made of films produced by the 
League or in co-operation with other organisations in connection with 
large-scale relief operations.

Finally, as the film is undeniably an outstanding means of 
public education, the League has been closely associated with the large 
international film events organised by National Societies. The International 
Festivals of Red Cross and non-Red Cross films on Medical and Health 
Subjects held in Varna in 1965 and 1967 and organised by the Bulgarian Red 
Cross are an example.

At the Ilnd Festival, in particular, 132 short and feature- 
length films on health questions, entered by 23 countries and two inter
national organisations, were screened.

Some 10 representatives of National Societies attended the 
Festival and, as observers, the meetings of the Jury. The latter was 
composed of members of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, doctors, 
health educators, film critics, etc.

The Jury selected 19 films, all dealing with health questions: 
prevention of illness, health education, scientific research in the health 
field, first aid practice and emergency actions, blood transfusion, etc.
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The originality of the Festival undoubtedly lay in.the screening of feature
length fiction films showing the life of doctors and nurses, or dealing 
with important health problems.

Photographs

Statistics relating to photographs or series of photographs 
sent to or received from National Societies between 1965 and 1968 will be 
found in Table No 14 (See Annex).

By far the majority illustrated the relief operations listed 
in the above-mentioned Table.

Posters

Posters are a very suggestive and inexpensive means of 
highlighting Red Cross activities at exhibitions or all kinds of events 
organised by National Societies. A statistical breakdown of the exchange 
of posters will be found in Table No 15 (See Annex).

Whether information is serving League relief Operations or the 
development of National Societies, or again illustrates the varied activities 
of the Red Cross and contributes to making it better known, it needs in 
general to be constantly compared with the new needs of Societies and 
adapted to contemporary evolution. With this in view, a meeting of Informa
tion Chiefs of European National Societies organised by the ICRC in co
operation with the League, was held in Geneva in 1967.

The first meeting of its type, it was attended by 14 Information 
Chiefs and experts on these questions from 12 National Societies. The 
participants, in exchenging experiences, stressed the Keen competition 
between audio-visual methods and the need for the Red Cross to have 
Information Services capable of adapting to public taste and technical 
advance and of promptly disseminating news in times of disaster.

Publications

Publications are the spokesmen and the image of the League at 
work. They endeavour nob only to make the Red Cross known to the world, 
but also to inform National Societies as faithfully as possible on the 
League activities and projects.
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The League has endeavoured during this four year period to 
make new improvements of both-form and content in the documents 
published.

Periodicals

The League has four periodicals at the present time corres
ponding to different aims.

Panorama, a monthly Cup until 1968] printed and illustrated 
periodical intended to inform the National Societies on the Federation's 
activities. From a working document for the use of National Societies, 
Panorama has in 1969 developed into a topical newspaper appearing 8 times 
a year. The quarterly review "Youth" devoted to Junior Red Cross activities 
up to 1968 was incorporated in Panorama as from 1969.

"Flash" an information newssheet introduced in 1968, to 
supply National Societies rapidly with brief topical news on the 
activities of the League and Societies; 18 issues have appeared since 
its inception.

The Annual Report, which since 1962 sums up the general 
and technical activities of the League and the financial results of the 
past year.

"Health in the Home Newsletter for instructors”, an information 
bulletin covering the activities of'the League and the National Societies 
in the Health in the Home sphere.

Non-periodicals

General publications: their aim is to present the general 
mission and activities of the League to Red Cross members and the general 
public. The publications issued from 1965 to 1968 were the following: 
”70 Questions - 70 Answers on the Red Cross" booklet completing "Basic 
Information on the Red Cross in 50 questions and 50 answers”, published 
in 1964. "Olympic Champions Address Red Cross Youth”, an illustrated 
document containing the messages obtained on the occasion of World Red 
Cross Day 1965 from the champions of the Innsbruck and Tokyo Olympic 
Games in 1964, from 14 different countries.

"The Story of the Red Cross”, a popular illustrated strip, published by 
Unesco in 1963 at the time of the Red Cross Centenary and republished 
by the Secretariat in 1966.

"Current Prices - Addendum 1965” and "Current Prices 1966", documents 
giving the description and prices of League information material [1966],
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The. "Speaker *-3  Kit”, kit with 16 cards «applying.information- -For lectures 
on everything relating-ter th»-origin and structure of the International 
Red Cross and the various activities of the League (1966).

"Juniors and Youth in Action” (a revised edition of "Juniors at Work"), 
a booklet presenting the various activities proposed ■’■o young people, 
by age category (1966).

A generous donation remitted by the
Saudi Arabian Red Crescent Society, made it possible in 1966 and 1968 to 
produce several publications in Arabic: the "Speaker’s Kit", Report of 
the First Seminar of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun 
Societies of North Africa and the Middle East, "The Role of the League 
of Red Cress Societies from A zo Z” and "70 Questions - 70 Answers on 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent."

Technical Publications

The League published the following documents in its Medico- 
Social Series:

No. 27 - Report on the Illrd Red Cross International Seminar on Blood 
Transfusion (Stockholm, 1964)

"Blood Donor Motivation and Training Auxiliary Personnel for 
Blood Transfusion Centres”

No. 28 - Report on the IVth Red Cross International Seminar on Blood 
Transfusion (Sydney, 1966)

b
No. 29 - Prospective Role of the Red Cross Welfare Service in a Rapidly 

Changing World”, Report on the IVth Red Cross International 
Seminar on Welfare Service (Rdsenon, Sweden, 1967).
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The present day may well be called the age of international 
relations. In addition to the United Nations and its some twenty 
Specialized Agencies, there are at present over 2,000 international 
non-governmental organisations of various kinds.

As many of them deal with questions which likewise interest
the Red Cross, and as the League represents the National Societies 
on the international level, its relations with these organisations have 
constantly widened in scope in the last four years.

Several Red Cross Conference Resolutions have moreover 
emphasised the necessity for such collaboration, but in each case the 
governing bodies of the League reaffirmed the need to safeguard the 
independence of the Red Cross and respect its Basic Principles.

Collaboration has particularly been developed with the United 
Nations and its Specialized Agencies and with regional organisations 
such as the Council of Europe and numerous non-governmental international 
organisations, in four essential fields: disaster relief, medico-social 
activities, youth and educational problems. Human Rights.

Between 1965 and 1968 the League played an active part in, 
or was represented at, about a hundred conferences organised by governmental 
international organisations and eighty meetings of non-governmental 
organisations.

The Tabic hereunder shows the distribution in percentage
of tho League representation at the conferences of international governmental 
and non-governmental organisations,! he conferences are groupes according to 
spheres of activity. This Table clearly illustrates the predominance of 
meetings and conferences relating to health questions comprising the 
fight against disease, accident prevention, blood transfusion, mental 
health problems, etc.
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PERCENTAGE OF LEAGUE REPRESENTATION

Fields of Activities

- Public Health

- Disaster Relief, Refugees, 
Displaced Persons

- Youth and Education

- Human Rights and Peace

- Other Activities

Governmental Organisations

1965 1966 1967 1968

81% 82% 51% 62%

12% 8,5% 20% 18%

6% 8,5% 15% 13%

- - 2%

1% 1% 12% 7%

Non Governmental Organisations

1965 1966 1967 1968

85% 43% 60% 72%

- 6% 10% 10%

15% 30% 15% 8,5%

- 9,5% 15% 9%

- 1,5% - 0,5%
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Apart -from the fields mentioned in this Table, it should be 
added that the League participated in certain conferences on economic 
questions, on subject of interest for the Red Cross.

General Activities

The League has extended its contacts with the United Nations. 
The Chairman and Secretary General of the League had many interviews with 
U Thant, Secretary General of the United Nations, on subjects of mutual 
interest, notably disaster relief preparedness. Close contacts were 
maintained by the League Secretary General with the senior officials of 
the Office of the United Nations at Geneva, The UN Specialized Agencies 
and the Council of Europe, and the League was more widely represented 
at general conferences and regional seminars organised by the Economic 
and social Council of the United Nations, the World Health Organization, 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
United Nations Children's Fund, UNESCO and FAO. Similarly, the participa
tion of senior officers of these organisations in seminars organised by 
the League in North Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East proved 
most valuable.

This co-operation between the United Nations and the League 
was consolidated by the presence in New York of Mrs. J.W. Sheppard, League 
Liaison Officer with the United Nations. In this capacity she regularly 
attended UN conferences and meetings and informed the League on activities 
of interest to the Red Cross.

League relations with non-governmental organisations were 
similarly developed. It was able to take a leading role when 'in 1966 
Mrs. Sheppard was elected for three years to the Chairmanship of the 
General Conference of NGO’s in consultative relations with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations

Finally, following a revision by the United Nations of the 
status of NGO’s in consultative relations with ECOSOC by the United Nations, 
the League, which had belonged to the former category B, was elevated in 
May 1969 to category I.

In the field of Relief

In recent years the question of co-ordination between 
Governments, inter-governmental agencies, non-governmental organisations 
and the League has assumed great importance on account of the increased 
needs to be met in the field of relief; it was moreover the subject of 
resolutions both at the, XXth International Conference of the Red Cross and 
the 1965 United Nations General Assembly (Resolution 2034-XX]. National 
Societies and Governments had been requested to take the necessary measures 
to centralise the management of relief operations at the national level 
and at all times to ensure the co-ordination of the assistance given by 
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the Government, the National Society and other organisations to natural 
disaster victims. The League, on the basis of the already well- 
established co-operation with the United Nations New York and Geneva 
Secretariats, the UNHCR, UNICEF and the Specialized Agencies [WHO, UNESCO,. 
FAO, notably the World Food Programme, ITU, etc.), did everything possible 
to extend this co-operation to the utmost and render whatever services 
might be requested of it in fields where it was competent. The extensive 
collaboration already existing with other governmental and non-governmental 
organisations as well as with organisations interested in disaster relief 
and refugee problems (Council of Europe, International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies, Organisation of American States, World Council of Churches, etc.) 
was continued and strengt hened (See Chapter Relief).

In 1968, the United Nations General Assembly, in its Resolution 
2435 XXIII, renewed its invitationtot the Governments which had not already 
done so to make national preparations to meet natural disasters, and to the 
Secretary General to consider, in co-operation with the League of Red Cross 
Societies ways of expanding assistance to Governments.

On the operational level, the League and the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees were able to take joint 
action for the resettlement of Sudanese refugees in the Central African 
Republic (1966-1968).

In the Hedico-Social Field

World Health Organization

One of the most important governmental international organis
ations with which the League has established close collaboration in this 
field is the World Health Organization.

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, recog
nising the value of the co-operation between the WHO and the League, had 
requested the League to continue to co-ordinate its project planning with 
that of the WHO. This was done in the period 1965-1968 as regards the 
following subjects: blood transfusion, accident prevention, emergency 
first aid, preventive medicine, ten-year plan for the eradication of smallpox 
in the world, etc. (See Chapter Health and Social Service).

Since 1948 the League has regularly attended the sessions 
of the WHO Assembly, the meetings of its Executive Board and auxiliary 
bodies, and has been represented at sessions of Regional Committees. 
Similarly WHO has been represented at a number of Red Cross seminars 
and study centres and its experts frequently contribute to meetings of 
the different League Advisory Committees or Working Groups. The League 
has thus regularly had the valuable advice of qualified WHO experts with 
in the Health Education Working Group and the Group entrusted with drawing 
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up a Guide for the Editorial Committee of First Aid Manuals for National 
Societies.

The League is furthermore in constant touch with the WHO 
Epidemiological Service when there are epidemics or natural disasters. 
League and National Societies’ emergency first aid and blood transfusion 
specialists have been placed at the disposal of the WHO, while the WHO has 
ensured the loan of blood transfusion experts for the benefit of National 
Societies.

In the field of nursing, the League has had a series of 
opportunities for collaborating with the WHO, by documenting the numerous 
WHO nurses occupying posts in many different countries on the National 
Societies’ nursing activities. It also communicated the Basic Guidelines 
for Red Cross Auxiliary Nursing Personnel and Guidelines concerning the 
Red Cross and Nursing to the WHO Nursing Section at its request for 
distribution to field nurses of the various WHO Regional Offices.

For all these reasons, the League wished to mark the XXth 
anniversary of the WHO in 1968 by the adoption of a resolution at The 
Hague testifying to its appreciation of the constructive collaboration 
established between the two organisations.

Council of Europe

The League has been closely associated with the discussions 
of the Council of Europe, especially those of the Working Party on 
the Medical Aspects of Road Accident Prevention and the Sub-Committee of 
Specialists on Blood Problems.

League action was particularly decisive on the question of 
the standardisation of legal and administrative provisions relating to 
pharmaceutical specialities and the principle of the gift of blood.

Other Organisations

Since 1965, the League has strengthened its collaboration 
with the Transport Division of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe on questions relating to road safety, and with the United 
Nations European Office Division of Social Affairs, whose annual programmes 
have been communicated to National Societies.

The League has furthermore taken an interest in the programme 
of technical assistance established by the United Nations Children's 
Fund and which may be of great value to National Societies. Following 
interviews with the officers of UNICEF it has been planned to select several 
countries in the four regions of the world with well established Red Cross 
Societies to inform them of UNICEF programmes and above all invite National 
Societies to join in these.
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IN THE FIELD OF YOUTH AND EDUCATION

The League also has relations with numerous governmental and 
non-governmental international organisations, dealing with youth problems. 
Its exceptionally close relations with UNESCO should be mentioned: these 
not only concern questions touching on the activities and education of 
youth but on other aspects of League action. As in previous years, this 
valuable collaboration has been marked by the award of travel and study 
grants to the League for the benefit of young Junior Red Cross leaders (See 
Chapter Youth].

The League took part in or was represented at a series of 
meetings organised by UNESCO to examine various programmes relating to 
young people's work and education; it also participated in the International 
Conference on Public Education jointly organised in Geneva by UNESCO and 
the International Bureau of Education.

In addition, through the intermediary of the Conference of 
non-governmental organisations in consultative relations with UNESCO and 
which comprises 140 organisations, the League is in a position to keep 
in touch with a variety of organisations active in fieldsof interest to 
the Red Cross and to keep National Societies informed on the work of the 
Conference in the field of youth and education. The League was represented 
on several Working Parties which dealt in-particular with the contribution 
of the NGOs to the planning and application of literacy programmes, prepara
tion for life and work in a world developing under the influence of 
scientific and technological progress and, finally, the promotion of Human 
Rights.

The League also followed the work of other non-governmental 
organisations interested in youth and educational questions, as for 
example the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession.

The Red Cross and Human Rights Year

The Year 1968 was marked by the cormemoration of the XXth 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A certain 
number of events and conferences were organised, either under the auspices 
of the United Nations or of non-governmental organisations.

The League in particular took part as a permanent member in 
the work of the ad hoc Committee of NGOs in consultative relations with 
ECOSOC set up for Human Rights Year and participated in the Geneva Conference 
of NGOS/ECOSOC on Human Rights, held from 29 to 31 January.

It was also represented by the Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society 
at the International Conference on Human Rights organised by the United 
Nations and held in Teheran from 22 April to 13 May.

A Resolution on Human Rights and armed conflicts was adopted 
at this Conference recommending all the States which had not yet done so 
to adhere to the 1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions, the 1925 Geneva Protocol 
and the 1949 Geneva Conventions.
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The League, and more especially Mrs. Sheppard, Chairman of 
the NGOs/ECOSOC Conference, took an active part in the preparation of 
the International Conference of NGOs held from 16 to 20 September 1968, 
in Paris, to examine the tasks incumbent on NGOs in connection with the 
application of the Principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The following matters were in particular examined during the 
discussions: the tactics of NGOs with regard to the progress of Human 
Rights, the use of mass information media for the dissemination of Human 
Rights, the legal, educational and social welfare action to be undertaken 
in this field, the impact of science and technology on Human Rights and 
the future tasks of the NGOs.

The Conference furthermore recommended that new efforts be 
made by the NGOs with a view to the ratification of international 
Covenants on Human Rights. It also declared itself in favour of the 
adoption of regional instruments on the model of the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedom , and finally 
recommended the ratification of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
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FINANCING OF LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

C1965 - 1969)

facilities obtained from a largo Swiss Bank at an extromely favourable 
dobit interest rate C2s %).

I, ORDINARY BUDGET

A. Receipts 1965 - 1968 %

Quota payments by National Societies Sw.Frs. 9,830,754 81.7

Voluntary contributions and gifts*) If 338,845 2.8

Net income on investments ff 1,866,109 15.5

Sw.Frs, 12,035,708

As an average figure these investments stood 
particular thanks to borrowing about Sw.Frs.

at Sw.Frs 
1,500,000

. 11,401,750, in 
under the credit

The League which still had promissory notes in the amount of . 
Sw.Frs. 1,000,000 outstanding at the end of 1967 has not made use of 
this financial possibility since November 1968,

At the end of 1968 the total quota arrears of National Societies stood 
at Sw.Frs. 354,442.

□n the other hand, National Societies made advance payments cf quotas 
to the League before 1 January in the global amount cf Sw.Frs, 1,175,225,

B. Expenditure

Total for four years

Budget estimates 1965 : Sw.Frs. 2,670,800
1966 : ” 2,895,000
1967 : ” 3,180,000
1968 : ” 3,545,000

Sw.Frs.12,290,800

Actual expenditure

i.e. an excess of about Sw.Frs. 15,000 or 0.12 %

*) In particular from India which contributed Sw.Frs. 185,268 in these four years
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We thank National Societies fur having almost, unanimously accepted 
in The Hague a proportional increase in their quotas.

In these four years the number of salaried staff was reduced from 
105 to 100.

C. Results

The net budget deficit for these four years amounted to Sw.Frs, 269,815.

1) This Deficit reduced the General Reserve from Sw^Frs. 1,003,775 at 
the beginning of 1965 to Sw.Frs. 733,960 at the end of 1968.*

2) However, in .accordance with a decision taken in the Hague it is now 
possible to include in the budget a transfer of 20% of the net annual 
income on investments to build up this Unrestricted Reserve Fund.

*
* *

General Comments

A. Facts

1] The "Reserve against loss on investments and on exchange”, which stood 
at Sw.Frs. 479,790 at the beginning of 1965, declined to Sw.Frs. 414,215 
at the end of 1968,

2} Gifts made it possible to install a Lounge and a Cafeteria and to establish 
a Providence Fund for the League staff, all operations conducted outside 
the Ordinary Budget.

3) Among the factors which have contributed to reducing the cost of League 
activities, mention should be made of the cars received through the 
intermediary of the British and Italian Red Cross Societies. In addition 
the number of unpaid volunteers was still further increased.

4) The Permanent Scale of Contributions Commission was strengthened by an 
expert in these questions: the Assistant Director General of the WHO. 
This makes it easier to compare our methods objectively with those used 
by large international organisations in New York and Geneva.

5) The setting up at The Hague in 1967 of the "ad hoc Committee" to advise 
the Treasurer General has already proved of great help in the present 
troubled period affecting exchange markets and credit facilities.

i.e, 20% of the 1969 Ordinary Budget
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B, Results

Finally, if the evolution of the financial situation of the League 
in the period under review is analysed the conclusion is reached 
that the "system” set up and approved by the said ad hoc Committee 
has made it possible to follow normal banking procedure in the admin
istration of League Funds with the following results:

a) Liquidity

An average amount of cash of about Sw.Frs. 1,000,000 was maintained 
both by keeping approximately half of this sum with our bankers on 
a sight basis and by normally only using three-quarters of the 
credit facilities in the sum of Sw.Frs. 2,000,000 placed at our 
disposal. This in practice covers our current Treasury needs,

b) Exchange

The large majority of our investments are effected in Swiss francs 
and dollars in amounts virtually equivalent to cur commitments in 
these currencies (Borrowed funds). The balance corresponding this 
time to our own funds is invested either in gold (BIS and Medals) 
or in securities which can immediately be sold on the market,

c) Risk

This is limited to the maximum extent by the geographical and 
economic distribution of our investments, the quality of these 
investments (mainly with debtors having an official character: 
BIS - State Banks - international bodies, etc.) and the very 
short term of the majority of our commitments. Finally both b) and 
c) are covered by the special fund against losses mentioned above 
and set up by means of previous capital gains.

d) Profit

The results of the "system” can be seen from the figures recalled 
above, which show that during the whole period of four years under 
review the net income on investments corresponded to 15,5% of the 
total Ordinary Budget cf the Institution.
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II. SPECIAL BUDGET / DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

A. Receipts (in cash)

Voluntary contributions paid by National
Societies to the League and various gifts

1965 - 1968

Sw.Frs, 1,819,497

B.

Seminars, delegates, duty travel, study 
visits, 
special

teaching and information material, 
projects, etc. Sw.Frs. 1,622,613

The balance at the end of 1968 amounted to Sw.Frs. 699,402

composed as follows :

Unrestricted funds

Earmarked funds " .........2.36,869

Balance of Centenary Fund »> 264,334

III. INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS

Recapitulation of the cash contributions and 
League from 1965 to 1960:

gifts received by the

A. Natural disasters

Earthquakes Sw.Frs 3,569,201

Cyclones, hurricanes and floods 3,246,835

Droughts, famines and food shortages

Other natural disasters

2,079,187

654,665

»

Sw.Frs. 9,549,888

Sw.Frs.15,595,876

B, Refugees and needy civilian populations

A large part of these cash contributions was received from the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees under 
the head of joint operations, i.e. Sw.Frs. 5,697,827.

C, Planning and Special Relief Fund Sw.Frs. 428,918

TOTAL Sw.Frs.25,574,682

30.5.1969 i.e. more than Sw.Frs. 6,000,000 per annum.
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BALANCE SHEETS AT DECEMBER 31, 1968 & 1965 [Mote]

[Expressed in Swiss Francs)

ASSETS

31,12,1968 31,12,1965

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash at banks and on hand ............ 345,225
Investments [short term deposits and securities). 11,568,637 
Accounts receivable

National Societies, ............. 84,907
Working advances. .............. 186,148
Sundry debtors ............... 77,836

Accrued interest. ........ ...................... ■ ■ 128,795
Stock of gold medals .............. 28,473
Inventory of publications ............ 38,285

12,458,306

296,249
10,633,020

70,724
23,278
40,057

159,768
29,273
86,095

11,338,464

PREPAID AND DEFERRED CHARGES

Inventory of supplies .............. 29,508
Prepaid charges ... .................. ......... 3,806
Discount on promissory notes. ..........

FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT, MOTOR VEHICLES AND LIBRARY . . __________1

12,491,621

31,804
4,846
4,882

1

11,379,997

CURRENT LIABILITIES

LIABILITIES

Bank Loans [guaranteed) 1,840,158
Promissory Notes ................
Advance from Henry Dunant Institute .......
Advance from "Empress Shoken Fund”. ....... 
National Societies

Interest-bearing advances .......... 272,458
Current accounts .............. 194,236

Sundry creditors and provisions ......... 549,786
2,856,638

CONTRIBUTIONS PAID IN ADVANCE BY NATIONAL SOCIETIES. 162,232

EAR-MARKED AND GENERAL FUNDS

Administered by the League. ........... 4,268,257
Controlled by the League ............ 4,470,534
General reserve ................. 733,960

1,682,361
950,000
510,792
306,727

272,987
58,663

193,447

3,974,977
130,000

12,491,621

1,814,906
4,524,323

935,791

11,379,997

Note : Relief supplies on hand, whether purchased or received as donations, are 
not included in these balance sheets.
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A N N E X

TABLE No. 1

Total value of gifts of National Societies for international relief 
operations

TABLE No. 2

Distribution by geographical area of Regional Conferences and Sem
inars (including national Seminars with regional participation) 
1963-1969)

TABLE No. 3

Annual distribution of the number of Field and Technical Delegates 
sont out within the framework of the yearly Plans of the Develop
ment Programme (1963-1968)

TABLE No, 4

Distribution by geographical area of the Field Delegates of the 
Development Programme (1965-1966)

TABLE No. 5

Distribution by geographical area of the Technical Delegates of the 
Development Programme (1965-1968)

TABLE No, 6

Distribution by field of activity of the Technical Delegates of the 
Development Programme (1965-1968)

TABLE No, 7

Cash contributions of National Societies to tho Development Programme 
(1963-1968) . .

TABLE No. 8

Distribution by geographical area of National Societies having bene
fited from the instruction of Technical Delegates specialising in 
first-aid (1965-1968)
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TABLE No. 9

Distribution by geographical area of National Societies having 
benefited from visits of blood transfusion experts (1965—1968]

TABLE No. 10

Distribution by continent of National Societies having social 
welfare activities

TABLE No. 11

Distribution by geographical area of National Societies having 
benefited from missions of nurses under the Development Programme 
[1965-1968]

TABLE No. 12

Distribution by geographical area of National Societies having 
benefited from the despatch of public information material 
(Centenary Fund] (1965-1968]

TABLE No. 13

Distribution by geographical area of National Societies having 
ensured the broadcasting of League radio programmes (1965-1968]

TABLE No. 14

Number of photographs sent to National Societies and received 
from National Societies (1965-1968]

TABLE No, 15

Number of posters sent to National Societies and received from
National Societies (1965-1968]

TABLE No. 16

Percentage distribution of League participation in meetings of 
international institutions grouped by centres of interest

P.7181/mlcl6.7.69



Tableau
Table 1
Cuadro

Francs suisses Swiss Francs Francos Suizos 
(millions) (million) (Millones)

130-------

i
120—

Victimes de catastrophes naturelles
Victims of natural disasters 
Víctimas de catástrofes naturales

Refugies, populations déplacées, victimes de conflits
Refugees, displaced persons and victims of conflicts 
Refugiados, poblaciones desplazadas y víctimas de conflictos



Tableau
Table 2
Cuadro

Nombre
Number
Número

1963 1964 1965- 1966 1967 -196? 1969

Afrique Africa

Amérique latine/Caraïbes - Latin America/Caribbean
America Latina/Caribe

Asie - Asia

Moyen-Orient/Afrique du Nord - Middle East/North Africa

Oriente Medio/Africa del Norte



Tableau
Table 3
Cuadro

H Délégués conseils

Délégués techniques

Field delegates - Delegados consejeros

- Technical delegates - Delegados técnicos



Tableau
Table 4
Cuadro

41

Tableau
Table 5
Cuadro

ca



Tableau
Table 6
Cuadro

- First aid - Socorrismo

Education sanitaire - Health education Educación Sanitaria

Jeunesse — Youth - Juventud

Relief - Socorros

Soins au Foyer - Health in the Home - Cuidados en el Hogar

Soins à la mère et a 11 enfant 
Cuidados a la madre y al niño

- Mother and Baby Care

Transfusion sanguine - Blood Transfusion - Transfusión Sanguínea



Tableau
Table 7
Cuadro

Frs. s.
Sw.Frs.
Francos Suizos 100.000 200.000 300.000 400.000

___________ ______ i—---------------------------- j---------- ------------------- 4------------------------------ ’
5*00.000  
--- 1-------



Tableau
Table 8
Cuadro

Nombre
Mumber
Número

Middle East América Latina
North Africa
Oriente Medio
Africa del Norte



Tableau
Table 9
Cuadro

Nombre de Sociétés
Number of Societies
Número de Sociedades

9-

6-

3-

Asie
Asia

I
Afrique Amérique latine
Africa Latin America

América Latina

Europe
Europa

Moyen Orient/ 
Afrique du Nord
Middle East/ 
North Africa
Oriente Medio/ 
Africa del Norte



Tableau
Table 10
Cuadro

Nombre de Sociétés 
Number of Societies
Número de Sociedades

Membres de la Ligue
Members of the League
Miembros de la Liga

27 Afrique - Africa

25 Amériques — Americas — Américas

26 Asie - Asia

3'I Europe - Europa

2 Australasie - Australasia



Tableau
Table 11
Cuadro

Nombre de Sociétés
Number of Societies
Número de Sociedades

25-

Afrique 
Africa

Amérique
America
América

Asie
Asia



Tableau
Table 12
Cuadro

Nombre Number 
de of
Sociétés Societies
Número 
de 
Sociedades

Afrique Amérique latine 
Africa LatiD America 

América Latina

Asie Moyen Orient/Afrique du Nord
Asia Middle East/North Africa

Oriente Medio/ Africa del Norte



Tableau
Table 13
Cuadro

Nombre 
de 
Sociétés

Number 
of 
Societies

Número 
de
Soci edades



Tableau
Table 14
Cuadro

Nombre de 
photographi es

Number of Número de
photos fotografías

Fotografías recibidas
______ Photos envoyées

Photos sent out
Fotografías enviadas



Tableau
Table
Cuadro 15

Nombre 
d’affiches

Number of Número de
posters carteles

Affiches envoyées
Posters sent out
Carteles enviados
Affiches reçues

~~Posters received
Carteles recibidos


