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EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

(Agreed and amended on September 25, 1952)

Art. 1. — The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally 
recognized in the Geneva Conventions and by Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross, shall be an inde
pendent organization having its own Statutes.

It shall be a constituent part of the International Red 
Cross.1

Art. 2. — As an association governed by Article 60 
and following of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall 
have legal personality.

Art. 3. — The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in 
Geneva.

Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its 
motto shall be “ Inter arma caritas ”.

Art. 4. — The special role of the ICRC shall be:

(a) to maintain the fundamental and permanent principles 
of the Red Cross, namely: impartiality, action inde
pendent of any racial, political, religious or economic 
considerations, the universality of the Red Cross and 
the equality of the National Red Cross Societies;

(b) to recognize any newly established or reconstituted 
National Red Cross Society which fulfils the conditions 
for recognition in force, and to notify other National 
Societies of such recognition;

(c) to undertake the tasks incumbent on it under the 
Geneva Conventions, to work for the faithful applica
tion of these Conventions and to take cognizance of

any complaints regarding alleged breaches of the 
humanitarian Conventions;

(d) to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, 
especially in case of war, civil war or internal strife; 
to endeavour to ensure at all times that the military 
and civilian victims of such conflicts and of their 
direct results receive protection and assistance, and 
to serve, in humanitarian matters, as an intermediary 
between the parties;

(e) to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the prepara
tion and development of medical personnel and 
medical equipment, in co-operation with the Red 
Cross organizations, the medical services of the armed 
forces, and other competent authorities;

(f) to work for the continual improvement of humanita
rian international law and for the better understanding 
and diffusion of the Geneva Conventions and to 
prepare for their possible extension;

fgj to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross.

The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative 
which comes within its role as a specifically neutral and 
independent institution and consider any questions requir
ing examination by such an institution.

Art. 6 (first paragraph). — The ICRC shall co-opt its 
members from among Swiss citizens. The number of 
members may not exceed twenty-five.

1 The International Red Cross comprises the National Red Cross Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies. The term “ National Red Cross Societies ” includes the Red Crescent Societies and the Red 
Lion and Sun Society.

Printed in Switzerland

This report is published in French, English and Spanish
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List of ICRC members and directing staff at the end of 1968

Samuel A. Gonard, former Army Corps Commander, 
former Professor at the Graduate Institute of Inter
national Studies, University of Geneva, President 
(member since 1961).

Jacques Chenevière, Hon. Doctor of Literature, 
Honorary Vice-President (1919).

Martin Bodmer, Hon. Doctor of Philosophy (1940).

Paul Ruegger, former Swiss Minister to Italy and 
the United Kingdom, member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration, The Hague (1948).

Rodolfo Olgiati, Hon. Doctor of Medicine, former 
Director of the Don Suisse (1949).

Marguerite Gautier-van Berchem, former Head of 
Section, Central Prisoners of War Agency (1951).

Frédéric Siordet, Lawyer, Counsellor to the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross from 1943 
to 1951, Vice-President (1951).

Guillaume Bordier, Certificated Engineer E.P.F., 
M.B.A. Harvard, Banker (1955).

Hans Bachmann, Doctor of Laws, Assistant Secretary- 
General to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross from 1944 to 1946, Vice-President (1958).

Jacques Freymond, Doctor of Literature, Director of 
the Graduate Institute of International Studies, 
Professor at the University of Geneva (1959).

Dietrich Schindler, Doctor of Laws, Professor at 
the University of Zurich (1961).

Hans Meuli, Doctor of Medicine, Brigade Colonel, 
former Director of the Swiss Army Medical Serv
ice (1961).

Marjorie Duvillard, Directress of “ Le Bon 
Secours ” Nursing School (1961).

Max Petitpierre, Doctor of Laws, former President 
of the Swiss Confederation (1961).

Adolphe Graedel, former member of the Swiss 
National Council, Secretary-General of the Inter
national Metal Workers Federation (1965).

Denise Bindschedler-Robert, Doctor of Laws, Pro
fessor at the Graduate Institute of International 
Studies (1967).

Marcel Naville, Master of Arts, Bank Manager 
(1967).

Jacques F. de Rougemont, Doctor of Medicine (1967).

Roger Gallopin, Doctor of Laws (1967).

Jean Pictet, Doctor of Laws (1967).

Waldemar Jucker, Secretary, Union syndicale suisse 
(1967).

Honorary members:

Lucie Odier, Honorary Vice-President',
Frédéric Barbey, Carl J. Burckhardt, Paul 

Carry, Suzanne Ferrière, Edouard de Haller, 
Paul Logoz, Alfredo Vannotti, Adolf Vischer.

Directorate:

Roger Gallopin, Director-General.

Jean Pictet, Director-General.

Claude Pilloud, Director.



SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES, 1965-1968

Field and practical 
activities
AFRICA

Congo
In the course of 1965 the ICRC continued its work 

for the benefit of detainees in various regions of the 
Congo following the Katanga conflict. Its delegates 
went several times to prisons in Kinshasa, Kisangani 
and Paulis where they distributed, in co-operation 
with the Congolese Red Cross, foodstuffs and blankets 
to the prisoners.

In December 1965, the ICRC decided to close 
its Kinshasa delegation which had been opened in 
the summer of 1960 and from then on to maintain 
contact with the Government of the Congo through 
its itinerant delegates in Africa.

As a result, in 1966, two ICRC missions went to the 
Congo: one in January to discuss arrangements for 
the repatriation of Congolese nationals who had 
taken refuge in Uganda; the second, in October, 
following the attack on the Portuguese Embassy in 
Kinshasa on 24 September, which caused concern 
for the safety of Portuguese nationals resident in the 
Congo. During this second mission, the ICRC delegate 
was to have gone to Kisangani where fighting was 
going on between some of the Katanga gendarmes 
and the national Congolese army. He had to give 
up this trip in view of opposition from the Congolese 
Government.

On 16 September 1967, General Mobutu, consistent 
with a resolution adopted by the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) appealed to the ICRC for 
assistance in repatriating the mercenaries entrenched 
in Bukavu. The ICRC accepted and worked out an 
evacuation plan which was thwarted by the resumption 
of fighting around Bukavu on 30 October and the 
subsequent withdrawal to Rwanda of the mercenaries 
and Katanga gendarmes on 5 November. After 
protracted negotiations by the ICRC with the African 
governments concerned, repatriation operations were 
concluded on 24 April 1968. The Katanga gendarmes 
had in fact been repatriated in November 1967 by 
the Congolese authorities under an OAU guarantee.

We would also mention that upon the renewed 
outbreak of fighting around Bukavu, the ICRC sent 

delegates there to help the victims. Similarly, when 
the mercenaries took refuge in Rwanda, it made 
provision for their maintenance and for care to the 
sick.

Ghana
In 1966, the ICRC was requested to intervene for 

the benefit of the Guinean delegation which was 
arrested on 29 October at Accra airport when it was 
on its way to an OAU meeting in Addis Ababa. The 
Ghana authorities for their part demanded the 
release of some hundred Ghana nationals who, 
according to them, had been detained against their will 
in Guinea.

Although neither of these questions came within 
the ICRC’s purview, it instructed its delegate in 
Africa to go to Accra to ensure that the detention 
of the Guinea delegates gave rise to no humanitarian 
problems requiring ICRC intervention. The dispute 
being finally settled through diplomatic channels, 
ICRC intervention was not necessary.

Uganda
In 1965, at the request of the UN High Commis

sioner for Refugees, the ICRC instructed its delegate 
in Central Africa to look into the plight of Congolese 
refugees in Uganda. As there were no diplomatic 
relations between the Uganda and Congolese govern
ments, the ICRC acted as a neutral intermediary 
for the conclusion of an agreement on the repatriation 
of these refugees.

In addition, following the conflict between the 
Uganda monarchy and the Uganda government, in 
May 1966, the National Society appealed to the 
ICRC for assistance. That Society had been en
countering difficulties in carrying out its mission and 
requested the ICRC to send a delegate. The delegate 
had discussion with the authorities, during which he 
applied in vain for authorization to visit persons 
arrested for their participation in the events.

Nigeria-Biafra
Even before the outbreak of hostilities, in July 1967, 

the ICRC, whose delegate for Africa had several 
times been to Nigeria, received assurances from both 
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parties of their intention, in the event of conflict, to 
apply the Geneva Conventions. Nevertheless in view 
of the extremely violent turn taken by the fighting, 
the ICRC launched a fresh appeal to both belligerents 
on 21 October 1967, reminding them at the same 
time of the fundamental principles of the Geneva 
Conventions.

During the second half of 1967, the ICRC, in addi
tion to its traditional work for the benefit of prisoners 
of war, also provided medical assistance to the popula
tions. It sent out two surgical teams, one to territory 
under Federal control and the other to territory 
controlled by Biafran forces. Several consignments 
of medical supplies were also sent. However, by the 
end of the year, there were clear signs of a serious 
food shortage in regions affected by the war. The 
ICRC therefore decided to step up its relief pro
gramme by the following measures:

On 18 and 30 April 1968, it appealed to National 
Societies for help for the victims of the conflict. On 
23 May, two days after the capture of Port Harcourt 
by Federal forces, it began operation “ SOS Biafra ”, 
designed to help some 600,000 refugees in that territory. 
At mid-July, in view of the large scale which its action 
had assumed, it appointed Ambassador August Lindt, 
former UN High Commissioner for Refugees and 
ICRC Delegate, as its Commissioner General in charge 
of Nigeria-Biafra relief operations.

As the difficult access to the needy populations, 
particularly in territory under Federal control, gave 
rise to distribution problems, the ICRC arranged 
for relief received in response to its appeal, and for 
local purchases, to be stocked not only in Lagos but 
also in godowns near the front. It also acquired a 
number of aircraft, ships and lorries to transport 
the supplies from the capital to the various distribution 
points. By the end of the year, its stocks exceeded the 
20,000 ton mark, and it was providing subsistence 
rations for some 800,000 women and children. In 
addition, some 50,000 people a week were receiving 
medical treatment. To carry out this mission, the 
ICRC had twenty-five mobile socio-medical teams 
and two surgical teams in charge of hospitals. The 
Nigerian Red Cross was of course closely associated 
with the control of operations from the outset.

In territory under Biafran control, a relaxation of 
the blockade was necessary to allow refief to reach the 
needy populations. Towards the end of 1967, the 
ICRC endeavoured to obtain agreement from both 
belligerents for either the opening of land or water
way corridors or for the start of an airlift, preferably 
by day. In spite of all the efforts to reach this ob
jective by the Emperor of Ethiopia, H.I.M. Haile 
Selassie, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), 
and the ICRC, only night flights were allowed.

Finally, in the absence of an agreement between 
the two parties, and at the ICRC’s own risk, night 
flights were tolerated by the Federal Military Govern
ment. Flying began on 8 April 1968 and was at 
first sporadic. However, with the deteriorating food 
situation, the ICRC resolved to assume respon
sibility for large scale relief to Biafra. After obtaining 

assurance of support from many National Societies, 
other relief organizations and several governments, 
it organized INALWA—International Airlift West 
Africa—which began on 3 September. From then 
on several flights each night took place from Santa 
Isabel, the ICRC’s base on the island of Fernando 
Poo, to Biafra, and by the end of the year more than 
6,400 tons of relief supplies had been transported. 
At that time, the ICRC was contributing to the 
maintenance of some 850,000 women and children 
in Biafra. It had eight socio-medical teams in the 
field and three surgical teams running hospitals.

Sudan

As in February and April 1967, in September 1968 
the ICRC sent a delegate to the Sudan in order to 
examine with the National Society the possibility of 
bringing relief to the victims of the disturbances 
raging in the South of the country. The ICRC 
representative remitted the Sudan Red Crescent a 
contribution which enabled it to distribute food and 
clothing to the civilian population of the three 
Southern provinces of Sudan and to the refugees 
concentrated near Khartoum.

Portuguese territory in Africa

Over the last few years, the ICRC has intervened 
for the benefit of political and military detainees of 
both sides in Portuguese territory in Africa. It 
negotiated not only with the Portuguese government 
but also with the African Party for the Liberation of 
Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) and the Front for 
the Liberation of Mozambique (FRELIMO).

In 1965, the Portuguese government authorized 
the ICRC to visit political detainees and military 
prisoners interned in Guinea Bissau. In the same year 
the ICRC obtained agreement from PAIGC for 
captured Portuguese soldiers to correspond with their 
families. In 1968, co-operating with the Senegalese 
Red Cross, it arranged repatriation to Portugal of 
six prisoners released by that liberation movement.

The Portuguese government granted the ICRC every 
facility to carry out its mission in Portuguese African 
territory. ICRC delegates went to prisons and 
internment camps in Angola in 1966 and Mozambique 
in 1966 and 1968.

In Mozambique the ICRC contacted the leader of 
FRELIMO, to obtain authorization to visit Portuguese 
prisoners held by that movement.

Other missions in Africa

The ICRC has received authorization to visit 
political detainees interned in the Kingdom of 
Burundi (1965 and 1966) Malawi (1967) and South 
Africa (1967).

— 4



LATIN AMERICA

Nicaragua

On 22 January 1967 during the presidential election, 
serious incidents occurred at Managua between 
demonstrators and the armed forces.

At the request of the Nicaraguan Red Cross, the 
ICRC sent its Delegate-General for Latin America. 
After obtaining authorization to visit persons arrested 
following these events, he went to the places of intern
ment and reported his findings to the responsible 
authorities. The National Red Cross having been 
authorized to concern itself with the plight of political 
detainees and their families, he left Managua in 
February.

Other missions in Latin America
In 1966, the President of the ICRC went to Mexico, 

Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Panama, Venezuela and Jamaica. In 
each country he was received by National Society 
leaders who acquainted him of the Society’s activities.

In addition, the ICRC Delegate-General for Latin 
America went to Venezuela (1966), Cuba (1966 and 
1968), Mexico (1967), Guatemala (1967 and 1968), 
Panama, Dominican Republic and Haiti (1968).

In Venezuela, Cuba and Guatemala, he sought 
authorization from the governments to visit political 
detainees. The Venezuelan government granted his 
request and he visited the Caserne de San Carlos 
prison in Caracas in November 1966.

ASIA

Malaysia

Although the Kuala Lumpur authorities did not 
recognize that the Geneva Conventions were applicable 
in the conflict against Djakarta, the ICRC was 
allowed in January 1965 to carry out its humane 
work on behalf of Indonesians fallen into the hands 
of the Malaysians. Its representative for Asia had 
access to various places of detention where Indonesians 
were held and he was successful in having the execution 
postponed of those under sentence of death. In 
addition, he organized the transmission of family 
messages and of parcels for detainees. These were 
finally repatriated in 1966, the ICRC delegate being 
present.

India and Pakistan

In August 1965, a conflict broke out in Kashmir 
between India and Pakistan. The ICRC at once made 
contact with the two belligerents who confirmed their 
intention to conform to the Geneva Conventions.

During the hostilities, the ICRC concerned itself 
above all with the wounded, sending several consign
ments of blood plasma, transfusion equipment and 
medicine to the Indian and Pakistan Red Cross. 
After the entry into force of the cease-fire on 23 Sep
tember, it extended its activity to prisoners of war, 
interned civilians and refugees.

In connection with prisoners of war, the ICRC was 
able to communicate nominal rolls to the Indian and 
Pakistani authorities concerned. Its delegates visited 
internment camps and military hospitals, whilst 
the Central Tracing Agency sent out thousands of 
messages from prisoners interned in the two countries. 
Reciprocal repatriation of prisoners of war took place 
at the beginning of 1966, in the presence of the 
ICRC representatives.

The latter also intervened with the Indian and 
Pakistani Governments on behalf of thousands of 
civilians who had been arrested on both sides shortly 
after the outset of hostilities. They obtained per
mission to visit several camps of interned civilians 
and had by the end of 1965 arranged for the repatria
tion of most of them.

The military operations had, moreover, led to the 
displacement of several hundred thousand persons 
on both sides of the firing line who soon found 
themselves in serious need.

At the request of the Indian and Pakistan Red 
Cross, the ICRC, at the end of 1965, launched an 
appeal for aid to all National Red Cross Societies. 
These in many cases responded with impressive 
contributions, thus enabling distributions to refugees 
of food, clothing, blankets and tents, as well as 
medecine.

Relations between India and Pakistan having 
returned to normal, the ICRC terminated its mission 
in those two countries in July 1966.

Vietnam
Since the beginning of hostilities in Vietnam in 

1965, the ICRC has been attempting to obtain the 
application of the Geneva Conventions by the 
belligerents. The Government of the Republic of 
Vietnam and the United States Government made 
known their intention to observe these Conventions. 
The Democratic Republic of Vietnam (D.R.V.N.) 
replied by protesting against illicit attack of which 
it claimed to be victim, declaring at the same time 
that captured pilots were being well treated. The 
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (N.L.F.), 
for its part, stated that it would not apply the Geneva 
Conventions to which it was not party, but that it 
gave humane treatment to its prisoners. In con
sequence, no ICRC delegation has been admitted 
to North Vietnam nor to zones under NLF control. 
The ICRC’s action therefore could only be carried 
out in the territory of the Republic of Vietnam.

Nominal rolls of prisoners of war were regularly 
received by the ICRC delegation in Saigon. It was 
given authorization to visit transit centres, POW 
camps and military hospitals, as well as some re
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education centres in which there were persons interned 
due to the events and who had not been granted the 
status of prisoners of war. The ICRC also organized 
the transfer to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
of several seriously wounded cases and other detainees 
released by the Saigon authorities.

Similarly, the ICRC tried to intervene with the 
D.R.V.N. authorities on behalf of American pilots 
whose aircraft had been shot down North of the 
17th parallel. The North Vietnamese Government 
then made it known that the captured American 
airmen were not considered to be prisoners of war, 
bombing constituting crimes for which these aircrews 
could be rendered responsible before Vietnamese 
tribunals. Therefore, the ICRC, in spite of numerous 
representations received neither nominal rolls nor 
permission to visit them. Only a few prisoners were 
able to exchange news with their families. The N.L.F. 
adopted an attitude similar to that of North Vietnam.

As regards aid to the civilian victims of the conflict, 
the ICRC worked in close co-operation with the 
League of Red Cross Societies. The two institutions 
sent out several joint appeals to National Societies 
and from January 1967 the League took over relief 
operations for displaced persons in South Vietnam. 
The ICRC, for its part, undertook medical assistance 
in particular in hospitals and orphanages. It also sent 
consignments of medical relief and co-operated with 
the National Red Cross in its action for the war 
disabled.

The D.R.V.N. and N.L.F. authorities having them
selves refused to agree to ICRC representatives entering 
their territories, the ICRC had to restrict itself to 
transmitting medical relief to them, including two 
field hospitals, donated by National Societies for 
their use.

Cambodia
Over the past few years, the ICRC has intervened 

on several occasions in Cambodia on missions 
connected with the Vietnam conflict. In particular, 
it handed over donations to the Cambodian Red 
Cross to enable it to come to the aid of the victims 
of frontier incidents and also of South Vietnamese 
refugees in Cambodia. In addition, the ICRC, in 
agreement with the Cambodian Government, estab
lished its general delegation for South-East Asia in 
Phnom-Penh.

Laos
In Laos, the ICRC has continued its activity on 

behalf of refugees seeking shelter in the Mekong 
basin. It co-operated with the Lao Red Cross in a 
large number of relief distributions to supplement 
government aid. As a result of its appeal of 26 January 
1968 to National Societies, it was also able to acquire 
four houses in Pakse and turn them into a reception 
centre for displaced persons.

The ICRC delegates also made several visits to 
persons detained by Royalist forces. They also 

remained in contact, in connection with the identifi
cation of the missing, with the representative of the 
Neo Lao Hak Sat (Pathet Lao) in Vientiane, to 
whom family messages were sent.

Indonesia
In 1966, the Delegate-General of the ICRC for 

Asia visited the prison of Mataram, on Lombok island, 
in which there were persons detained as a result of the 
troubles which had broken out the previous year in 
the Federation of Malaysia.

At the end of 1967, because of the insecurity 
existing in the interior, some 50,000 persons of 
Chinese origin abandoned their villages to take refuge 
in Kalimantan on the West coast of Borneo. In 
April 1968, at the request of the Indonesian Red Cross, 
the ICRC appealed to several National Societies on 
behalf of these refugees. A certain number having 
responded favourably, the Indonesian Red Cross 
was enabled, assisted by an ICRC doctor-delegate, to 
distribute emergency relief to the Kalimantan 
refugees.

Japan
On 13 August 1959, the Red Cross Societies of 

Japan and the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Korea signed an agreement in Calcutta on the repatria
tion of Koreans resident in Japan. The Japanese 
Red Cross had then requested the ICRC to send a 
delegation to the spot to supervise the various phases 
of the repatriation operations and thus guarantee 
the freedom of choice of the persons concerned.

From 1965 to 1967, the ICRC mission in Tokyo 
pursued its activity, assisting in the departure of 
5,946 Koreans to their country of origin, which brought 
to 88,611 the number of persons thus repatriated 
since 1959.

However, Japan having decided not to extend the 
Calcutta Agreement beyond its expiration at the 
end of 1967, the last repatriation operation took place 
in December 1967. At that time, there were still some 
17,000 Koreans in Japan who wished to return to 
their own country and who had registered for that 
purpose before the expiry date laid down by that 
agreement.

In 1968, the ICRC made two appeals to the Red 
Cross Societies concerned, asking them to take the 
necessary measures to ensure the repatriation of these 
17,000 persons. The Japanese Red Cross responded 
favourably to these appeals. The ICRC, on the other 
hand, received no response from the Red Cross of 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea.

People’s Democratic Republic 
of Korea
At the beginning of 1968, the American authorities 

requested the ICRC’s intervention on behalf of the 
crew of the USS “ Pueblo ” captured by North 
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Korean naval forces. The ICRC then asked the Red 
Cross of the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea 
for news of these men, but this Society replied negati
vely, declaring that the matter was outside the ICRC’s 
competence.

Other missions in Asia
During the period under review, the ICRC also 

concerned itself with the situation of political detainees 
in several countries in Asia.

In the Philippines it has continued to visit prisoners 
sentenced in application of measures taken by the 
Philippine Government against the Huk clandestine 
movement and who are incarcerated in Fort Bonifacio 
(formerly Fort McKinley).

In 1967, the ICRC Delegate-General visited in 
Seoul (Republic of Korea) several Korean civilians 
arrested in Europe and brought before their own 
country’s courts.

The same year, it received authorization to visit 
persons arrested during the Hong Kong troubles. 
These visits were continued in 1968.

Finally, the ICRC Delegate-General for Asia had 
talks on several occasions with the Thai authorities 
and Red Cross on the situation of Vietnamese in 
Thailand, in particular of those in detention and whom 
he was able to visit.

MIDDLE EAST

Conflict between Israel and the Arab 
countries
Attentive to the growing tension existing in the 

Middle East in the first half of 1967, the ICRC took 
preparatory measures some ten days before the 
opening of hostilities, sending out delegates to Cairo 
and Tel Aviv, and also to Amman, Beyrouth and 
Damascus.

When the conflict broke out, the first concern of 
the ICRC was to come to the aid of the wounded in 
the armed forces. It undertook an emergency action 
on their behalf and, by means of an aircraft which it 
had chartered, despatched considerable consign
ments of blood plasma, medicine and surgical 
appliances. On the cessation of hostilities, the wounded 
were placed under the direct responsibility of the 
different health services and the ICRC directed its 
activity to its traditional role of assisting prisoners 
of war. Its delegates were given permission to visit 
the various internment camps, whilst the Central 
Tracing Agency received nominal rolls of those 
captured, as and when they were recorded. The 
ICRC also ensured the circulation of mail between 
the detainees and their families. Finally, from the 
summer of 1967 until January 1968, it organized the 
general repatriation of prisoners of war.

As regards civilians, the military operations led 
to the flight of several hundred thousand Arabs to 

Jordan, Syria and Egypt. In view of the extent of the 
needs, the ICRC made two appeals to National Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, 
the first one in June and the second in October 1967. 
Relief distributions were continued throughout 1968, 
in close co-operation with the Red Crescent Societies 
of the countries concerned.

The urgent phase once having passed, the ICRC 
concerned itself with the return of refugees and 
displaced persons to their homes. Through its inter
mediary, agreements were concluded on this subject 
between Israel, Jordan and Egypt at the end of 1967. 
Requests for the re-uniting of families on the Golan 
Plateau, on the other hand, were not given considera
tion by the Israeli Government until September 1968.

However, the principal problem raised for the 
ICRC after the general repatriation of prisoners of 
war was that of the application of the Fourth Con
vention relative to the protection of civilian persons 
living in the occupied territories of the Golan Plateau, 
Jordan West Bank and Gaza-Sinai. The ICRC 
intervened in this way on several occasions with the 
Israeli Government asking it to put an end to the des
truction of buildings, carried out as reprisals against 
acts of resistance, and also to expulsions of the Arab 
population to Syria and Jordan. As regards persons 
arrested for acts of resistance, the delegates of the 
ICRC received authorization to visit them at the 
end of 1967. In December 1968, they regularly visited 
some 1,900 detained Arab civilians in 9 prisons in 
Israel and the occupied territories of the West Bank 
and Gaza.

At the same time as it was carrying out its action 
in the occupied territories, the ICRC made efforts to 
obtain the application of the Fourth Convention, by 
analogy, to Jewish communities established in certain 
Arab countries. In Syria, it was able to make contact 
with the Jewish communities in Damascus, Aleppo and 
Kamichlie, whilst in Egypt it was given permission to 
act as intermediary between stateless Jewish internees 
and their families for the exchange of news, as well as 
for the despatching of clothing, medicine and money.

ARABIAN PENINSULA

Yemen
From 1965 to 1968 the ICRC continued its humani

tarian activities for the benefit of victims belonging 
to both parties to the conflict which broke out in the 
Yemen in 1962.

It set up a field hospital in the Jauf desert and 
delegated several surgical teams, both behind the 
Royalist lines and to Sanaa and elsewhere in the 
territory of the Republic of the Yemen. The places 
to which these teams were sent, and the number of 
teams, particularly in the Jauf desert, varied depending 
on how the situation developed. In addition, the 
ICRC sent a number of consignments, including 
medical supplies, surgical instruments and crutches 
for the war disabled.
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At the same time, the ICRC delegation in Sanaa 
undertook relief work. It distributed foodstuffs, 
clothing and blankets to the civilian population, 
particularly to needy children in the capital.

The ICRC also continued carrying out, as far as it 
was allowed, its visits to prisoners of war and civilians 
interned by both sides. It organized several exchanges 
of prisoners and the evacuation from the Yemen of 
some 120 women and children belonging to the former 
reigning family and who had been under close arrest 
in Sanaa since the outbreak of the conflict.

South Arabia
After contacting various authorities of the Federa

tion of South Arabia in 1965, the ICRC obtained 
authorization to visit persons in that territory who 
had been detained for their political activities. From 
May 1966 to May 1967, seven such visits were effected 
in various penitentiary establishments. The ICRC 
representative each time reported his observations to 
the detaining authorities, but during his latest visits 
he observed that the renewed internal disorders were 
adversally affecting the plight of detainees. The 
situation, and the prospect of the forthcoming inde
pendence of the Federation, impelled the ICRC in 
August 1967 to open a permanent delegation in 
Aden. On the eve of independence, all political 
detainees were released in compliance with the wish 
the ICRC conveyed to the British authorities. The 
ICRC delegates however resumed their visits to places 
of detention in October 1968 as further arrests had been 
made in the meantime.

From the end of 1967, the ICRC carried out work 
of a different sort in the People’s Republic of South 
Yemen, namely medical assistance. In November, 
Aden was the scene of serious disturbances which gave 
rise to a sudden increase in the number of wounded. 
It was precisely at that time that the departure of the 
British forces caused a shortage of medical personnel. 
At the request of the authorities, the ICRC undertook 
emergency action for the benefit of the wounded, 
particularly by the despatch of a surgical mission. 
The complete absence of qualified surgical personnel 
continuing, the mission was maintained in Aden for 
the whole of 1968.

EUROPE

Central Europe

In accordance with Resolution XIX of the XXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross, the ICRC 
has continued its action on behalf of separated families 
in Central Europe, both by representations made in 
Geneva and by missions to the Red Cross Societies and 
authorities concerned. Thus, from 1965 to 1968, 
thanks to the understanding of the latter, nearly 

100,000 persons were able to cross frontiers which 
had hitherto been closed to them and rejoin their 
families.

The ICRC also made attempts, making contact on 
various occasions with the authorities concerned, to 
promote the adoption of a satisfactory solution to the 
problem of family visits between the two parts of 
Berlin. It contributed, in particular, to the “ Harte- 
stelle fur dringende Familienangelegenheiten ”, dealing 
with the more deserving cases, not to close down and 
that its limited radius of action be somewhat enlarged.

With the agreement of the detaining authorities, 
the ICRC delegates, in addition, continued to visit 
in the Federal Republic of Germany and in West 
Berlin persons accused or sentenced for their political 
opinions.

Assistance to the victims of pseudo
medical experiments
The ICRC has pursued its activity as intermediary 

for the handing over of compensation offered by the 
Federal Republic of Germany to the surviving victims 
of pseudo-medical experiments practiced in concentra
tion camps under the Nazi regime. To draw up lists 
of beneficiaries and determine the amount of financial 
assistance to allocate to them, it sent several missions 
to Poland and Hungary. These, comprising doctor
delegates, examined each individual case. The files 
were submitted to a commission of neutral experts 
which met several times a year to pronounce on the 
validity of claims. From 1961 to 1968, 914 cases were 
accepted, representing an overall total indemnifi
cation of DM 28,710,000 for Hungary and Poland.

Furthermore, in 1967 several hundred similar 
files drawn up in Czechoslovakia and transmitted 
to the ICRC by that country’s Red Cross were 
examined in Geneva. By the end of 1968, 89 Czecho
slovak victims had received compensation.

Greece
On 10 May 1967, the ICRC obtained from the 

Ministry of Public Order in Athens authorization to 
visit persons seized during the events of 21 April
1967, then deported to the Aegean Islands. In January
1968, this permission was extended to those accused 
and sentenced for political misdemeanours dependent 
on the Ministry of Justice and undergoing the same 
penal conditions as prisoners in common law.

During those two years, the delegates of the ICRC 
carried out seven rounds of visits to various places of 
detention in Attica, Salonika and the Aegean Islands 
(Yaros, Leros, Crete). In all these detention centres 
they were able to speak without witnesses to prisoners 
of their own choosing. According to custom their 
reports were then passed to the detaining authorities 
who put into effect several of the ICRC’s recommen
dations. The Greek Government in particular agreed 
that the ICRC charter boats to enable impecunious 
families to visit their relations in detention on the 
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Aegean Islands. In October it had Yaros cleared and 
about 400 aged and sick deportees released. In all, 
regular improvements have been made in the living 
conditions inside the camps.

In connection with the detainees’ families, the ICRC 
was given permission to open an office for them at 
the Hellenic Red Cross headquarters where they 
could make their demands of a humanitarian nature. 
Large-scale distribution of medicine has been effected 
on their behalf.

The ICRC has at no time been disinterested in 
the living conditions of persons in the hands of the 
police during the period between arrest and imprison
ment. Delegates have, however, so far declared 
themselves to be without competence in this matter 
as they have no authority to penetrate interrogation 
centres, their right to visits being limited to camps and 
prisons.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Central Tracing Agency

The Central Tracing Agency is still one of the 
most important departments of the ICRC, performing 
practical activities. During the last four years it has 
discharged many duties in connection with the situation 
in various parts of the world, particularly in India, 
Pakistan, Yemen, Vietnam, Middle East, Greece, 
Congo and Nigeria, carrying out inquiries, forwarding 
messages, recording details of prisoners. Apart from 
its tasks in connection with contemporary events, it is 
still submitted cases related to the Second World War 
and subsequent conflicts. It has received thousands 
of requests to seek missing military personnel and 
civilians, to provide certificates of captivity, sickness 
or death and to reunite families. It can therefore be 
seen how important the vast records of the Agency 
are, with their millions of items of information of 
which it is the sole depository.

Mau. and inquiries handled by the Central Tracing 
Agency from 1965 to 1968

Year Incoming Outgoing Inquiries

1965 .......................... 54,203 59,616 15,907
1966 .......................... 73,434 50,956 14,846
1967 .......................... 88,472 62,605 15,445
1968 .......................... 54,783 54,227 13,072

International Tracing Service
The International Tracing Service (ITS) at Arolsen 

(Federal Republic of Germany), managed by the 
ICRC since 1955, is the most important source of 
information on the fate of persons deported or 
reported missing in Germany and territories which 
were occupied during the Second World War.

From 1965 to 1968 the ITS received several hundreds 
of thousands of requests for certificates required to 
apply for indemnities and for photocopies, individual 
tracing research, death certificates and information of 
a historical and statistical nature. It also continued 
to acquire a great many documents thereby enabling 
it to add to its records. These documents were also 
useful in the preparatory work on a new edition of 
the catalogue of concentration camps and other 
places of detention.

Medical Personnel Section
The Medical Personnel Section, whose duty it is, in 

co-operation with National Red Cross Societies, to 
train personnel and prepare medical material, has 
carried out many missions and maintained contacts 
thoughout the world. For the dissemination of 
knowledge on the Geneva Conventions among medical 
personnel, it has distributed considerable documentary 
material on the subject among National Red Cross 
Nursing Services, National Nursing Associations, 
and professional schools and organizations. In 1968, 
it also devoted time and energy to the preparation 
of teams recruited by the ICRC for its Nigeria-Biafra 
operations, instructing them on the precautions to 
be taken against tropical diseases.

War Disablement Section
The action undertaken in 1964 by the ICRC with 

assistance from the United Arab Republic to permit 
Yemeni war disabled to go to Cairo for artificial 
limb fitting, was completed in 1966. Since then, the 
ICRC has on several occasions sent consignments 
of crutches to the Yemen, and in 1968 it drew up a 
plan to found an artificial limb workshop.

In the Republic of Vietnam, the ICRC has helped 
the National Red Cross to set up in Saigon a reception 
centre for civilian war disabled.

In the Middle East it has made a survey to find 
out how many military and civilian war disabled 
there are and to estimate the material required for 
an artificial limb workshop.

In co-operation with the relevant services, it 
organized the hospitalisation in Europe of a number 
of seriously wounded Biafrans.
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RFT IFF DISTRIBUTED OR FORWARDED BY THE ICRC FROM 1965 TO THE END OF 1968

Sw. Frs.

Cambodia
1965 Refugees................................ 15,000.—
1966 Victims of frontier incidents 28,328.—
1967 2 ambulances for sick refugees 75,000.—

Contribution to infirmary . . . 17,647.—
135,975.—

Cameroon
1968 Biafran refugees...................... 10,000.—

Indonesia
1968 Refugees at Pontianak and

Kalimantan.............................

Iraq
1967 Medical supplies for Iraqi Red

Crescent.................................

Sw. Frs.

300,300.—
300,300.—

10,000.—
Congo
1965 Medical supplies for hostages at

Buta....................................... 10,000.—
10,000.—

Cyprus
1965 Civilian population.............. 126,400.—

126,400.—
France
1965 «Harkis» ............................. 40,558.—

40,558.—
Greece

Israel
1967 Cash donations to Magen David

Adorn....................................
Prisoners of war ..................

Japan
1965 Hiroshima hospital...............

Jordan
1965 Refugees................-...............

1965 Political detainees and needy
population............................. 17,000.—

1967 Deportees................................ 17,300.—
Children with their mothers in
detention................................ 2,600.—

1968 Deportees and their families . . 407,500.—
Milk powder for Hellenic Red
Cross....................................... 27,000.—

West Bank of Jordan
1967 Refugees................................
1968 Needy population..................

Prisoners of war ..................

471,400.—
Haiti
1967 Medical supplies for Haiti Red

Cross........................................ 25,537.—
1968 Medical supplies and surgical kits

for Haiti Red Cross............... 9,850.—
35,387.—

Hungary
1965 Medical supplies for Hungarian

Red Cross............................. 8,545.—
1966 id.............................................. 11,711.—
1967 id.............................................. 10,900.—
1968 id.............................................. 13,085.—

44,241.—
India
1965 Refugees......... 296,823.—
1966 Refugees from Kashmir conflict 399,138.—
1967 Milk powder contributed to

government feeding programme 45,000.—
740,961.—

1,500.—
1,500.—

45,091.—
81,500.—

126,591.—

2,000.—
2,000.—

6,000.—
6,000.—

387,000.—
1,070,577.—

64,672.—
1,522,249.—

Laos
1965 Refugees................................
1966 Id..............................................
1967 Id..............................................
1968 Id..............................................

Near East (Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
U.A.R.)
1967 Victims of the conflict ....

Nigeria-Biafra
1967 Civilian population..............
1968 Id..............................................

Pakistan
1965 Refugees from Kashmir conflict
1966 Id..............................................

73,000.—
33,000.—
31,000.—

141.600. —
278.600. —

25,396,297.—
25,396,297.—

583,800.—
133,770,365.—
134,354,165.—

381,868.—
361,654.—
743,522.—



Sw. Frs.

Poland
1965 Medical supplies to Polish Red

Cross........................ 23,640.—
1966 Id............................... 24,203.—

Disabled persons.... 1,726.—
1967 Medical supplies to Polish Red

Cross........................ 25,683.—
1968 Id............................... 31,848.—

107,100,—

Rwanda
1967 Mercenaries............................ 170,000.—

170,000.—

People’s Republic of South Yemen
1967 Medical supplies and material

for the Gamuriah hospital, Aden 3,500.—
1968 Id.............................................. 52,415.—

55,915.—

Sudan
1968 Displaced persons.................. 60,000.—

60,000.—

Syria
1968 Displaced persons.................. 600,500.—

600,500.—

Viet Nam (Democratic Republic)
1965 Medical supplies and funds

remitted to Red Cross of the
DRVN.................................... 110,000.—

1966 Relief supplies to the DRVN
Red Cross............................. 403,200.—

1967 Medical supplies and instru
ments and a field hospital . . 650,000.—

1968 Another field hospital, surgical
instruments, water purification
plant, X-ray equipment .... 1,331,314.—

2,494,514.—

Sw. Frs.

Viet Nam (Republic)
1965 Refugees and disabled .... 251,552.—
1966 Civilian population. 508,248.—
1967 Sick children and orphans . . 337,000.—

Detainees and internees. . . . 38,000.—
Freight on medical consignment 51,900.—

1968 Instruments and apparatus for
the Saigon and Hué hospitals 76,500.—
Milk distribution programme 100,000.—
Detainees and internees . . . 18,230.—
Orphanages............................. 5,500.—
Re-education centres.............. 9,000.—

1,395,930.—

South Viet Nam: NLF
1965 Relief via NLF delegate in

Moscow.................................... 109,000.—
1966 Relief via NLF delegate in

Hanoi.................................... 45,600.—
154,600.—

Yemen
1965 Civilian population, disabled,

Uqhd hospital............ 1,777,000.—
1966 Civilian population. 275,809.—
1967 Civilian population (medical

assistance)............... 101,000.—
Civilian population (food) . . 20,000.—

1968 Civilian population (medical
assistance) ............................ 131,250.—
Medical supplies to Sanaa
hospital...................... 47,440.—
Food and medical supplies . . . 280,000.—

2,632,499.—
Miscellaneous
1965 Civilian populations, detainees,

refugees, individual cases . . . 71,342.—
1966 Id...................... 161,032.—
1967 Id...................... 150,000.—
1968 Id...................... 27,132.—

409,506.—

Total Sw. Frs. 172,426,710.—
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General and 
permanent activities
IMPLEMENTATION AND DISSEMINATION 
OF GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Ratifications and Accessions
During the period under review, 19 States became 

parties to the four 1949 Geneva Conventions, namely1 :

1 By ratification (.without asterisk), by accession * or by decla
ration of continuity. **

Country Date

Republic of Gabon **
1965

26 February
Canada 14 May
Republic of Mali * 24 May
Sierra Leone ** 10 June
Iceland * 10 August
Honduras * 31 December

Central African Republic **
1966

1 August
Republic of Korea * 16 August
Kenya * 20 September
Zambia * 19 October
Gambia ** 20 October

Congo (Brazzaville) **
1967

4 February
Kuwait * 2 September

Republic of Malawi *
1968

5 January
Republic of Botswana * 29 March
Kingdom of Lesotho ** 20 May
Guyana ** 22 July
Barbados ** 20 August
Malta ** 22 August

Thus by 31 December 1968,122 States were expressly 
bound by the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

Dissemination of the Geneva
Conventions
Consistent with Resolution XXI of the XXth Inter

national Conference of the Red Cross, the ICRC con
tinued its efforts to promote knowledge of the Geneva 
Conventions.

In November 1966 it sent all parties to the Con
ventions a memorandum inviting the governments 
to draw up programmes for the dissemination of 
the Conventions both among the armed forces and 
the civilian population. The same memorandum 

requested National Societies to exert whatever 
influence they could to induce the relevant authorities 
to give effect to the ICRC’s request. By the end of 
1968, the ICRC had received some fifty replies which 
showed that there had been some definite progress 
in several countries.

In Africa a number of new States have appeared 
in the course of the last few years and the ICRC 
considered that one of the most effective means of 
making the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions 
known was to direct its efforts towards schools. 
With assistance from the League, it edited a school 
text-book entitled “The Red Cross and My Country ”, 
which was published in English and French. In 1968, 
this text-book was already in use in seven countries of 
West Africa.

The problem of disseminating the Geneva Con
ventions was discussed at a number of seminars, 
meetings and conferences in which the ICRC took 
part. There was for example the Rabat Seminar 
in 1966—attended by National Societies of Arabic 
speaking States and after which the authorities of the 
United Arab Republic undertook to publish a unified 
version of the Conventions in Arabic; the 52nd Con
ference of the International Law Association (Helsinki, 
August 1966); the regional seminar for National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of East Africa 
(Addis Ababa, 1967); the seminar on the dissemination 
of the Geneva Conventions among medical personnel 
(Baska Voda, Yugoslavia, 1967) and the Illrd Congress 
on the Neutrality of Medicine. All adopted recom
mendations concerning dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions. The ICRC legal section contributed 
to various introductory courses on the Geneva Con
ventions, particularly at the International Advanced 
Courses for Junior Medical Officers and in the training 
courses for Swiss Army Officers.

Implementation and Development of 
Humanitarian Laws

Detention Standards. — At the suggestion of the 
ICRC, the Commission médico-juridique de Monaco 
undertook a study of standards of treatment applicable 
to persons deprived of their freedom for reasons 
outside the scope of ordinary penal law. This study 
resulted in a set of “ Minimum Rules for the Pro
tection of Non-Delinquent Detainees ”, drawn up by 
Professor Jean Gravin of Geneva. These minimum 
rules will be submitted to the XXIst International 
Conference of the Red Cross.

Medical Aviation. — As in 1949 it was impossible 
to provide medical aircraft with effective means of 
identifying themselves to the rapid and technologically 
advanced anti-aircraft systems, the Diplomatic Con
ference of that year made the medical aircraft’s 
immunity from attack contingent on previously 
arranged agreements between belligerents.

In view of the improvements since brought about 
in signalling and identification systems, the ICRC 
urged the Commission médico-juridique de Monaco 
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to continue its work concerning the “ Legal Protection 
of Medical Air Transports in Time of War ”, The 
Monaco Commission drew up “ Draft Rules relative 
to Medical Air Transport in Time of Armed Conflict ”, 
in which it invited governments to supplement the 
1949 Geneva Conventions to make them consistent 
with the draft rules. The ICRC was associated in this 
work.

REAFFIRMATION AND DEVELOPMET OF LAWS 
AND CUSTOMS OF A HUMANITARIAN 
NATURE APPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS

Legal Protection of
Civilian Populations
In 1965, the XXth International Conference of the 

Red Cross adopted a resolution, No. XXVIII, now 
known as the “ Vienna Declaration ” and enunciating 
several principles to be respected in any conflict to en
sure at least a minimum of protection for civilian popu
lations. The ICRC did not content itself with widely 
disseminating that “declaration”—it also endeavoured 
to seek ways and means whereby, in international 
treaty law, those principles could be invested with 
sanction and be developed.

For that purpose it consulted a number of out
standing persons from several continents and represent
ing the main currents of thought in the world today. 
It also sent all governments, on 19 May 1967, a 
memorandum of which National Societies received 
a copy. In that document, the ICRC suggested that 
governments should demonstrate the value they 
attach to the principles of the Vienna Declaration, 
through any appropriate official instrument such as a 
UN General Assembly resolution pending the 
conclusion of an international agreement. The same 
memorandum raised another important and associated 
problem, namely the expediency of reaffirming and 
developing the humanitarian regulations applicable 
in armed conflicts.

The first indirect reply from governments to the 
memorandum was contained in a resolution entitled 
“ Human Rights in Armed Conflicts ” which they 
adopted in April 1968 at the International Conference 
on Human Rights in Teheran. This was followed up 
by a UN General Assembly resolution in December 
1968 on “ Respect for Human Rights during Armed 
Conflict ”. These two resolutions endorsed the 
Vienna Declaration principles and invited the UN 
Secretary General to study, in consultation with 
the ICRC, “ the need for additional humanitarian 
international conventions to ensure the better pro
tection of civilians, prisoners and combatants in all 
armed conflicts and the prohibition and limitation of 
the use of certain methods and means of warfare

Within the ICRC, work on this subject continued. 
By the end of 1968, its studies were sufficiently 
advanced to justify a meeting of experts for consulta
tion on the main problems arising from this restoration 
of the law of war. The meeting of experts was therefore 
convened and it met in February 1969.

Special Provisions for Civil
Defence Organisations
Apart from the question of legal protection for 

civilian populations in general, the ICRC was also 
concerned with the strengthening of the guarantees 
offered by the law of nations for the benefit of civil 
defence organisations. After contacting a number 
of governments particularly interested in this problem, 
it convened in November 1967 another meeting of 
experts who were invited in a personal and private 
capacity. On the basis of a text drawn up by the 
governments of some northern countries and pro
posals submitted by the ICRC to the Vienna Con
ference, the experts drew up a set of draft international 
regulations on this subject.

Other Fields
The ICRC continued its studies on the protection 

of civilian medical personnel which it had undertaken 
in co-operation with the International Committee 
of Military Medicine and Pharmacy and the World 
Medical Association. As requested by the XXth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross, it gave particular 
attention to the problem of a distinctive sign and 
consulted National Societies on the subject. Protection 
of civilian medical and nursing personnel was also 
the subject of debate during the “ Journées d’études de 
droit international médical ” at Liège in 1965, and 
during the 27th session of the “ Office international 
de documentation de médecine militaire ” which took 
place at San Marino in September 1966 and was 
attended by the ICRC. This latter meeting also had 
on its agenda the question of relief missions in non
international conflicts—another sector which the 
ICRC would like to see included in the reconstruction 
of the law of war.

THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR
IN WORLD PEACE

The ICRC took the opportunity of the presence in 
The Hague at the beginning of September 1967 of 
many Red Cross delegates for the Board of Govenors 
meeting, to organize the first Round Table meeting 
on “ The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace ” 
which had been suggested during the Vienna Con
ference.

The participants in that meeting considered first 
of all how best to demonstrate that the Red Cross 
work of assistance is of itself a contribution to peace. 
They then reviewed the scope for Red Cross action 
specifically to promote peace. Finally they high-lighted 
the contribution made to peace by direct contacts 
among Red Cross members and studied ways and 
means of intensifying such contacts.

A second Round Table was planned for the 
beginning of 1969 to enable the ICRC to submit 
concrete proposals on this subject to the XXIst Inter
national Conference.
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PREPARATION FOR THE XXIst INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Complying with a request from the Standing Com
mission of the International Red Cross, the ICRC and 
the League studied jointly the structural, organisational 
and procedural problems of the International Confer
ence of the Red Cross. The two institutions then sub
mitted a report to the Standing Commission, which 
conveyed its conclusions to the Council of Delegates at 
The Hague in September 1967.

From the beginning of 1968, the ICRC gave parti
cular attention to the preparation for the XXIst Inter
national Conference. Two members of its secretariat, 
accompanied by representatives of the League, went 
several times to Istanbul to consider in co-operation 
with leaders of the Turkish Red Crescent problems 
related to the Conference organization.

In addition, the various departments of the ICRC 
have started drawing up the reports which will be 
submitted by the ICRC to the Conference.

RELATIONS WITH THE RED CROSS WORLD

The ICRC has maintained close relations with the 
National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion 
and Sun Societies to which it sent many missions, 
and with their federation, the League of National 
Red Cross Societies. It took an active part in the 
Council of Delegates meeting in The Hague on 6 and 
8 September 1967.

In compliance with one of that Council’s resolutions, 
representatives of the two international Red Cross 
institutions drafted a revision of the “ Agreement 
between the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies on their 
respective functions” of 8 December 1951. Pending 
the final adoption and entry into force of this new 
agreement, they concluded, on 23 December 1968, a 
provisional protocol stipulating the procedure for 
their co-operation in relief to civilian populations.

The ICRC has also participated in various regional 
seminars at Singapore (1966), Rabat (1966) and Addis 
Ababa (1967), which were attended by the National 
Societies of South-East Asia, North Africa and the 
Middle East, and East Africa respectively.

Recognition of National Societies

From 1965 to 1968 the ICRC officially recognized 
seven new National Red Cross Societies, thereby 
bringing their number up to 111.

National Red Cross Societies recognized 
BETWEEN 1965 AND 1968

1965 ................. 2.9.1965
2.12.1965

Uganda
Niger

1966 ................. 3.11.1966
8.12.1966

Kenya 
Zambia

1967 ................. 14.9.1967 Mali

1968 ................. 6.6.1968
8.8.1968

Kuwait 
Guyana

RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS

The ICRC continued to maintain with the United 
Nations Organization and its Specialized Agencies 
close relations of trust which were strengthened 
through reciprocal visits by the President of the ICRC 
and the Secretary General of the UN. It also kept 
in touch with several intergovernmental institutions 
outside the United Nations, and with many non
governmental organizations.



MAIN PUBLICATIONS 1965-1968

Abbreviations:

ed F = available in French
ed S = available in Spanish
ed G = available in German
+ = published by the Centenary Commission of the

Red Cross in Switzerland

ICRC Reservations to the 1949 Geneva Conventions (II), 
by Claude Pilloud. 1965, 8 pp. (ed. F).

ICRC Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949; 
Essential Provisions. 1965, 3 pp. (ed. F; S; G).

ICRC XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
Vienna, October 1965. Summary Report 1956-1964, 
submitted by the ICRC. 1965, 18 pp. (ed. F; S).

ICRC XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
Vienna, October 1965. Resolutions. 1965, 31 pp. 
(ed. F; S; G).

ICRC Regulations on the use of the emblems of the 
Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun by the 
National Societies; adopted by the XXth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross, Vienna, 
1965. 1966, 10 pp. (ed. F; S).

+ Seminar on the activity of the Red Cross on behalf 
of the victims of armed conflicts (Geneva, August 
1963). 1965, 224 pp. (ed. F; S).

+ Max-Marc Thomas. Catalogue général des timbres 
Croix-Rouge. 1863-1963.1965,292 pp. (French only). 

ICRC Replies to Your Questions. 1966, 9 pages, 
wallet form (ed. F; S; G).

ICRC The Principles of International Humanitarian 
Law, by Jean Pictet. 1967, 61 pp. (ed. F).

Periodical publications

International Review of the Red Cross; monthly, in 
English and French, with Spanish and German 
supplements.

Annual reports for 1965, 1966 and 1967 (ed. F; S; G).
Topical Red Cross News, a monthly mimeographed 

bulletin in 4to., 5-12 pp. published by the ICRC 
Press and Information Service in French, English, 
Spanish and German.

Films

The Red Cross in Vietnam (1967) 16 mm.; 20 min. 
(ed. F; G),

Middle East, June 1967. 1967, 16 mm.; 20 min.; 
colour (ed. F; G).

They Are Still in Need (1967), 16 mm. ; 18 min. ; colour 
(ed. F; G).

War and Famine (1968), 20 min.; colour (ed. F; G).

Rescue (1969), 16 mm.; 20 min. (ed. F; G).
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