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IMPLEMENTATION AND DISSEMINATION

OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

I. RATIFICATIONS AND ACCESSIONS

From the last report to the International 
Conference of the Red Cross in 1965 to the end of March 
1969 when the present report was drawn up, there has 
"been a further increase in the number of States parties 
to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949- By then, 
125 States were explicitly Parties to these Conventions 
either by ratification, accession or declaration of 
continuity.

Of the 53 States which had affixed their 
signatures to the Final Record of the Conference on 
August 12, 19495 three have not yet ratified the 
Conventions : these are Burma, Costa Rica and Ethiopia. 
With the participation of the Republic of Korea in the 
new Conventions, the oldest instrument of the Red Cross 
movement, the "Geneva Convention of August 22, 1364 
for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded 
in armies in the field" was no longer in force. Korea 
was in fact the last country still Party to that 
Convention to the exclusion of those which have succeeded 
it (Conventions of 1906, 1929 and 1949)- This event is 
of symbolic importance : if technicalities may change, 
the principles remain constant.

The "Geneva Convention of July 6, 1906 for 
the amelioration of the condition of the wounded and 
sick in armies in the field" is still in force in 
Costa Rica. The "Geneva Convention of July 27, 1929 
for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded 
and sick in armed forces in the field" is still in 
force between Burma, Bolivia and Ethiopia. Further
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more, the signatories of the Conventions of 1906 and 
1929 remain bound to the countries mentioned above with
in the limits of the respective texts of 1906 and 1929. 
In so far as the Convention relative to the treatment 
of prisoners of war, concluded in Geneva on July 27, 
1949j is concerned, only Bolivia and Burma are still 
Parties thereto and all signatories of this Convention 
remain bound to those countries within the limits of 
this agreement.

In all, 123 States are therefore bound by the 
four Conventions of 1949, two States by the 1929 
Conventions and one State by the Convention of 1906, which 
gives a figure of 127 States Parties to the Geneva 
Conventions. Seven Geneva Conventions are in force, the 
one of 1906, the two Conventions of 1929 and four 1949 
Conventions. In relations between the High Contracting 
Parties, the Conventions of 1949 replace the previous 
Conventions.

II. IMPLEMENTATION

Independently of Resolution XXI of the XXth 
International Conference and of its following it up with 
the sending of a Memorandum on the subject to all Govern
ments of States Parties to the Geneva Conventions of 
August 12, 1949, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross now proposes to give an account of the other 
efforts it has made regarding the dissemination of these 
Conventions.

Its action has, in fact, been made on several 
levels, namely ;

a) establishment and dissemination of instructional 
material;

b) publication of works of a general range;
c) clarification of new rules;
d) conferences, courses, participation in inter

national Congresses and instruction programmes.
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a) ESTABLISHMENT AND DISSEMINATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIAL

The ICRC has chiefly concentrated its efforts 
during the past few years in compiling an illustrated 
school handbook intended to spread knowledge of the Geneva 
Conventions and the principles of the Red Cross in primary 
schools in African countries. It is entitled : The Red 
Cross and my country. Published in 1967, thanks to 
financial support from the Swiss Confederation, 127,000 
copies were printed in the course of that year in 9 West 
African countries. These were Upper Volta, Togo, Dahomey, 
Ivory Coast and Mali for the French speaking countries 
and Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and Ghana for those 
whose language is English. By the autumn of 1968 at the 
latest, the handbook was introduced into all primary 
schools of the countries mentioned above. Since then, 
the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Niger, Uganda and Tanzania have definitely 
decided to use the ICRC's handbook in primary schools 
and the 150,000 copies required will be distributed in 
those countries in 1969. Cameroun, Eenya, Madagascar, 
Senegal and Zambia propose replying positively in their 
turn. More than 150,000 further copies will then be sent 
out to these countries.

This first experience has therefore had a 
positive result. The interest taken by Governments and 
National Societies in Red Cross instruction as well as 
in the wider dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
appears to be highly encouraging. It can be reasonably 
considered that in a few years from now hundreds of 
thousands of schoolchildren will be familiar with the 
basic humanitarian principles.

In addition, the ICRC is now studying the 
possibility of publishing a similar handbook for certain 
countries in Asia.

In an entirely different sphere, but still 
closer to Red Cross bases, the ICRC has produced a 
brochure entitled Rights and Duties of Nurses under the 
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. The basic idea 
of this publication is simple. This is to collect in a
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single work of modest size the essential provisions of 
the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 relative to the medical 
services and personnel. As these matters touch on the 
very core of Red Cross work, the publication, apart from 
specialist knowledge, gives basic instruction on the 
principles and spirit of these Conventions. The brochure 
is in the process of publication in french, English, 
Spanish and German, a copy of which will be sent to each 
National Society. Due tribute should also be paid here 
to the many National Societies which, over the past few 
years, have produced simple instructional material 
easily accessible and sometimes illustrated by designs

‘ and sketches. This material is intended rather for
personnel of the National Red Cross Societies and the 
civilian population than for the fighting forces and is 
a sphere which often needs to be covered.

b) PUBLICATION QE WORKS OE A GENERAL RANGE

A large number of learned reviews have 
published studies on the Geneva Conventions. Science and 
research have thus contributed to the interpretation and 
development of rules which have to be observed by the 
Parties, but whose limits are not always easy to define.

The ICRC has, for its part, published in the 
"International Review of the Red Cross" a study by 
Mr. Jean Pictet, member of the ICRC and Director-General, 
entitled The Principles of International Humanitarian 
Lavr which makes a valuable contribution to this research. 
It constitutes at the same time a working instrument for

> the specialist researcher as well as a basis for reflection
for the Red Cross world. This study has since appeared 
in volume form.

c) IMPLEMENTATION OE NEW RULES

1. Medical Aircraft

It is well known that the 1949 Diplomatic 
Conference, far from improving on the provisions 
- although embryonic - of the 1929 Convention on the 
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protection, of medical air transport in time of war, made 
the immunity of any medical aircraft in time of war 
subject to prior agreements between belligerents. It has 
been rightly said that such a stipulation was equivalent 
to grounding medical aircraft.

Yet today's large aircraft, convertible into 
flying ambulances, and the wide development of helicopter 
transport, have considerable potential in relief operations 
and the evacuation of the wounded and sick.

The stumbling-block which frustrated the experts 
in 1949 was that medical aircraft had no means of 
effectively signalling their identity as a safeguard 
against modern and rapid anti-aircraft defence methods. 
Since that time, identification techniques have made 
immense progress so that, according to the experts, trere 
is no longer any insuperable obstacle.

In view of the changed situation, and in the 
light of the study by Général-Médecin E. Evrard entitled : 
"The Legal Protection of Aero-Medical Evacuation in War
time", the International Committee of the Red Cross has 
urged the Medico-Legal Commission of Monaco to carry on 
its work in this field. In compliance with this request, 
the Monaco Commission has set up a working group which 
met on several occasions in 1966 and drawn up a set of 
draft articles examined and adopted by the Commission 
itself in June 1966. The International Committee of the 
Red Cross was associated in the work, with observer status.

The text of the "Draft Regulations Relative to 
Medical Transport by Air in Time of Armed Conflicts", 
as approved by the Commission, is as follows :

Considering that respect for wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked members of armed forces is one of the 
fundamental principles of the humanitarian Geneva 
Conventions and that its effective implementation 
must be ensured by every possible means;

Considering that this major problem should induce 
Governments to supplement the Geneva Conventions 



of August 12, 1349, either when these are revised 
or without awaiting such revision, by means of an 
additional agreement in the form of a codicil; the 
aim thereof being to ensure, in time of armed 
conflict:

1) the- development of air transport of wounded, 
sick, medical personnel and medical equipment, by 
the use of a greater number of aircraft, and

2) maximum safety standards for such transport 
by means of appropriate technical specifications and 
legal regulations;

considering that technological progress in radio 
and telecommunications as applied to navigation and 
air defence makes it possible to equip aircraft on 
medical missions with identification systems and 
signals which could increase the degree of safety 
provided by traditional protective markings;(1)

convinced of the need to relieve aircraft on medical 
missions of the present obligation stipulated in 
the Conventions to draw up a flight programme to be 
agreed by belligerents in view of the difficulties 
inherent in the very circumstances arising from 
hostilities;

the Commission medico-,juridique de Monaco recommends 
that the necessary steps be taken to ensure 
implementation of the following regulations.

Article 1

Military aircraft used, whether temporarily dr 
permanently, by parties to a conflict for the 
evacuation of wounded and sick and for the transport

(1) cf. markings suggested in Article 56 (2nd para.) 
of the First 1949 Convention.



of medical personnel and equipment shall not be 
attacked but shall be respected and protected through
out their mission.

Article 2

All aircraft operating for army medical services 
shall be respected and protected in all circumstances, 
both in time of peace and of war.

Not only State-owned aircraft may be specially 
fitted out for medical duties, but civilian aircraft 
of all typos may also be converted to suit that 
purpose, provided they are not transferred to other 
duties during the conflict.

Neutral Powers, National Red Cross Societies 
and officially recognized relief societies may provide 
one or more parties to a conflict with medical air
craft .

Article 3

Aircraft belonging to inter-governmental 
organizations, to the Specialized Agencies of the 
United Nations or to the international Committee of 
the Red Cross assigned to the operations aforesaid 
shall be respected and protected in all circumstances.

Article 4

The aircraft mentioned in the foregoing articles 
shall display conspicuously the distinctive sign of 
the red cross (red crescent, red lion and sun).

They shall, moreover, be fitted with a continuous 
system of either light signals or of instantaneous 
electrical and radio identification, whichever is 
appropriate to operating conditions, or with both.
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Article 5

It is forbidden for all aircraft mentioned in 
the present regulations to fly over enemy or enemy- 
occupied territory or areas where belligerents are 
engaged in military operations.

Notwithstanding the preceding clause, exceptions 
shall be permissible by special agreement between 
belligerents or with an international organization.

Article 6

All aircraft covered by the present regulations 
when flying over enemy or enemy-occupied territory 
shall be respected but shall obey any order to land 
or alight on water.

In the event of a landing on enemy or enemy- 
occupied territory, whether forced or as a result 
of fortuitous circumstances, the wounded and sick 
may, in the absence of any contrary agreement between 
the parties in conflict, be taken prisoner of war. 
The medical personnel and crew shall be treated in 
conformity with the provisions of the present 
Convention (1).

Aircraft mentioned in article 2 above may not 
be seized unless for use on medical missions.

Aircraft mentioned in article 5 above and all 
persons aboard thereof, after control, shall be 
permitted to continue their mission.

Article 7

Aircraft mentioned in these regulations may, 
in case of need, fly over or land on the territory 
of a neutral Power. They shall notify the neutral 
Power of their passage and obey any order.

(1) Of. First Convention, Article 24 and ff.
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However, a neutral Power may lay down conditions 
and restrictions on flight over or landing on its 
territory. Such conditions or restrictions shall apply 
equally to all parties to the conflict.

Article 8

In the event of a forced or ordered landing in a 
neutral country, an aircraft and its occupants shall 
be permitted to continue the flight after control, 
if the neutral Power decides to effect such a control. 
The aircraft may not be detained unless the control 
reveals the commission of or intention to commit acts 
incompatible with the humanitarian mission for which 
the aircraft is intended.

Any wounded or sick disembarked with the consent 
of the local authorities shall, failing any agreement 
to the contrary between the neutral Power and the 
parties in conflict, be detained by the neutral Power 
when international lav/ so requires, in such a manner 
as to preclude their taking further part in the 
hostilities. Hospital charges and the cost of maintenance 
in internment shall be borne by the Power to which 
the wounded or sick persons belong.

If an aircraft having landed in neutral territory 
is in no condition to resume flight, its crew and 
medical personnel shall be returned to their own 
authorities.

The general rules of the Convention concerning 
the rights and obligations of neutral Powers and 
persons in time of war shall be applied to aircraft, 
crews and medical personnel of neutral countries. (1)

2. Detention standards

Some time ago, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross suggested to the Medico-Legal Commission of

(1) Articles 39 and 40 of the Second Convention should be 
replaced by provisions similar to the foregoing. 
Article 22 of the Fourth Convention should likewise 
be amended.
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Monaco to study the important question of humane treatment 
due to persons deprived of their freedom for reasons un
connected with common penal law. It was a question of 
filling a gap in the form of a guide determining the 
principles aimed at regulating conditions of detention in 
a humane manner. The Monaco Commission kindly accepted 
this mandate and the ICRC expressed its appreciation to 
it for having done so.

In a report prior to the work carried out by 
the Medico-Legal Commission of Monaco which resulted in 
the adoption by that commission of the "minimum rules 
for the protection of non-delinquent detainees" presented 
below, Mr. Jean Graven, the drafter of these rules, has 
attempted to bring out the spirit and the meaning of the 
work thus accomplished (1). He stressed, in particular, 
the necessity of making a clear distinction between the 
rules concerning treatment and those of administration, 
as had been done by the United Nations Conference in 
Geneva of 1955 on the problem of detainees.

"It is also expedient", he said, "to consider 
persons deprived of their liberty in their state of 
detention, that is to say, in the objective conditions 
in which they find themselves, without having to consider 
how the deprivation of their liberty has occurred, which 
is quite another question and would raise immeasurable and 
insoluble problems of a political nature, going far beyond 
the subject. ..

The project itself is aimed at applying to 
"persons detained for extremely different reasons and 
belonging to the most diverse categories. .. of special 
statutes which can take into account . .. diverse situations 
or categories, such as interned civilians, political 
detainees, aliens or suspect nationals of an enemy country, 
in cases of internal disturbances,risks of war, prisoners 
of war or other internees. Alterations or additions of 
such a nature will naturally conform with the minimum 
general rules which constitute their foundation".

(1) See "Annales de droit international médical" published 
by the Medico-Legal Commission of Monaco, No 14; see 
also extracts from this report in the International 
Review of the Red Cross, February 1968, pp. 59-70.
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It is essential, as Mr. Graven declared, to 
remember that delinquents "have had the opportunity of 
giving an explanation of their acts and of discovering 
whether they were placed in a state of rebellion against 
the established order .. . nothing similar, on the other 
hand, applies to persons detained without having committed 
an offence..." In addition, persons detained for acts of 
a political character are in many cases considered as 
deserving of rigourous treatment, because of the danger 
they might represent for the interests and security of 
the Power in whose hands they find themselves.

It is in this spirit that Mr. Graven considers 
it essential to codify certain very definite principles.

MINIMUM RULES FOR THE PROTECTION OF
NON-DELINQUENT DETAINEES

Considering that, in application of universally 
recognized principles of human rights for all sorts and 
conditions of men, a body of minimum rules for the 
treatment of detained delinquents has been drawn up on 
the basis of resolutions and recommendantions adopted 
by the Congress of the United Nations, which met for that 
purpose in Geneva from August 22 to September 3» 1955;

Considering also that social conscience would 
not be satisfied if, whilst penitentiary science is 
increasingly adapting the treatment of delinquents 
deprived of their liberty to the requirements of justice 
and humanity, minimum guarantees were not granted to 
persons deprived of their liberty without having been 
prosecuted for penal offences and accused or convicted 
of an infringement of national or international law;

Considering, further, the absence of such 
guarantees for administrative, political and military 
internees and persons arrested for security reasons in 
the event of danger or internal and external strife;

There should be drawn up for the protection of 
these people a general statute prescribing minimum



standards derived from the principle contained in article 
94 of the Standard Minimum Rules for persons detained 
after legal conviction, even for civil offences, the 
letter and the spirit of which are to be found in the 
fundamental rules of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of December 10, 1948, which stipulates that no 
one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment (article 5)°

I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. Nothing in these Rules shall justify or 
encourage measures of detention dictated by exceptional 
circumstances. Their sole object is to attenuate the 
hardships of detention.

2. The minimum Rules set forth in the following 
articles shall, in accordance with the requirements of 
article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
be applied impartially and without distinction of any 
kind based on race, colour, national or social origin, 
sex, language, religious, political or other opinion, 
property or other considerations of a similar personal 
order. ,

5. Specific rules suitable for particular 
categories of non-delinquent detainees, taking their 
condition and need for special treatment or work into 
account, are not precluded, provided they are consistent 
’with these general Rules, notably in so far as they 
extend the guarantees or benefits herein provided.

II. REGISTRATION - IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL OF DETAINEES

4. In any place, institution or camp in which 
persons are detained, there shall be maintained complete 
and up-to-date lists or registers with numbered pages 
showing :

a) The identity of each detainee, his citizen
ship or nationality and the conditions of 
his detention;
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b) the date of his arrival, details of any 
transfers from place to place, the date of 
release or departure.

5. Personal effects which cannot be left in 
his possession shall be recorded and maintained in proper 
condition to be returned to him upon his release.

III. SEPARATION OP DETAINEES

6. Men and women detainees shall be 
accommodated in separate institutions or parts of 
institutions. In the event of collective detention, family 
or communal accommodation shall be provided wherever 
possible.

7. In the event of collective civilian 
detention, children shall remain with the family or family 
circle whenever detention conditions and organization 
make this possible. Notwithstanding, exceptions justified 
by educational or professional training requirements 
shall be permitted.

Children less than six years of age shall in 
no case be separated from their mothers.

8. Civilian or military detainees or internees 
belonging to countries which are hostile to one another 
shall be separated. They may be accommodated together in 
other cases, taking into account national, linguistic or 
other affinities.

9. Non-delinquent detainees shall in all cases 
and without exception be distinguishable and separated 
from penal law detainees and convicted prisoners.

IV. PREMISES, FIXTURES AND FITTINGS

10. All institutions or places of detention 
shat "1 satisfy the necessary requirements of safety, health 
ard hygiene, taking the number of detainees and climatic 
and seasonal conditions into account. They shall be 
sufficiently large to avoid overcrowding and demoralizing 
promi soul ty. They shall be properly maintained and cleaned.
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11. There shall be adequate space, ventilation, 
lighting and heating for each detainee, in a manner 
consistent with scientifically acknowledged standards of 
hygiene to provide normally healthy living conditions
and to avoid any risk of impairing the health of persons 
detained. (As a general rule, 8 cubic metres of space for 
each detainee is an acceptable standard).

12. Premises shall be appropriate to the 
demands of any work performed, particularly as regards 
space, lighting, ventilation and any other essential 
condition to enable work to be carried out normally and 
to maintain the health of the workers.

13. When detainees need not be kept in 
individual cells, but are in rooms and dormitories (when 
detainees are not in individual cells but in rooms and 
dormitories) they shall be grouped by selection according 
to their suitability for such accommodation, in accordance 
with disciplinary and moral requirements. Night super
vision should be appropriate-

14. Each detainee shall, in keeping with 
local or national standards, have an individual bunk or 
bedding; the latter shall be properly maintained and 
changed often enough to ensure its cleanliness. Detainees 
shall be responsible for keeping rooms, premises and beds 
neat and tidy in accordance with standing regulations.

15. Amenities for baths, showers and clean
liness shall be adequate and maintained in proper 
operating conditions at temperatures suited to the 
climate so that each detainee shall be enabled and 
required to use them as frequently as hygiene demands. 
Sanitary facilities shall be such as to enable detainees 
to comply with the needs of nature at any time in a 
manner proper and decent.

V. HYGIENE, PERSONAL CLEANLINESS, CLOTHING, EXERCISE

16. The authorities shall demand personal 
cleanliness of the detainees and provide them with the 
facilities therefor (water, toilet requisites, necessities
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for care of the hair and the beard), to enable detainees 
to maintain a decent appearance, dignity and self-respect. 
The authorities' demands shall not be of a vexatious 
nature under the pretext of hygiene (e.g. head shaving 
or forbidding beards).

17. If detainees are not permitted to wear 
and change their own clothing that which is issued shall 
be appropriate to the climate and shall afford adequate 
protection. It shall not be degrading or humiliating nor 
give rise to confusion with the garb issued to convicted 
penal law offenders.

All clothing shall be clean and well maintained. 
When detainees are permitted to wear their own clothing 
arrangements shall be made to ensure that it is clean, 
decent and fit for use at the beginning of the detention 
period. Provision shall be made for the cleaning and 
changing of underclothing as frequently as is consistent 
with the demands of hygiene.

18. Every detainee shall be entitled to daily 
physical exercise (in The open air) for at least one 
hour; this may take the form of sport, gardening or 
supervised walks within the detention institution and 
to the extent permitted by climatic conditions. Grounds, 
equipment and other necessities appropriate to the 
number of detainees shall be provided as far as possible. 
(Detainees in single cells shall be permitted to leave 
them during the day to associate with other detainees. 
They shall be confined to their cells only during the 
night.)

VI. WORK ADD DIET

19. Work which detainees are compelled to 
perform shall not be harmful or degrading. It shall as 
far as possible be appropriate to their physical and 
intellectual ability. It shall not last for an excessive 
length of time and there shall be the necessary breaks 
to avoid impairing the health of those obliged to 
perform it.
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Means of compulsion to enforce the performance 
of work or the standard output are subject to general 
rules in this respect (art. JO and 31).

20. (1) Every detainee shall at normal hours 
be decently served a wholesome meal of nutritious value 
sufficient to maintain health and strength. Drinking 
water shall be available as detainees require.

The daily diet shall be issued free and its 
calorific value and vitamin content shall be consistent 
with acknowledged standards appropriate to age and work 
performed.

(2) Permission for non-delinquent detainees 
to obtain extra food at their own expense or at the 
expense of their family, friends or of a relief society, 
shall be provided for in the internal regulations on 
condition that such facilities are not abused.

If circumstances permit, detainees may them
selves prepare the food with which they are provided.

VII. MEDICAL CARE

21. (1) Every place of detention shall have 
the services of at least one doctor. The medical service 
shall be organized in close co-operation with the public 
health administration.

Provision shall be made for the services of a 
psychiatrist for diagnosis and treatment of mental 
disorders.

Any place of detention where treatment is given 
shall, as far as possible, have experienced personnel, 
equipment, means for treatment and the pharmaceutical 
products required for nursing and for suitable and 
appropriate medical and dental treatment.

(2) When places of detention do not have 
the necessary doctors, personnel, equipment and means, 
provision shall be made for transfer of detainees to 
suitable civilian or military hospitals, subject to the 
essential security measures.
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22. In every institution where women are 
detained there shall be suitable provision for pre- and 
post- natal treatment of maternity cases, and for child
birth. In the absence of such facilities provision shall 
as far as possible be made for transfer to hospital» 
subject to the necessary security measures.

Nurseries shall be provided, with experienced 
personnel, where nursing infants may be cared for when
ever they cannot be left with their mothers.

23. The doctor shall watch over detainees' 
health in accordance with the generally acknowledged 
principles of medical ethics. He shall carry out the 
necessary regular inspections and examinations.

In particular he sliall :

a) examine detainees on arrival and whenever 
necessary thereafter, in order to isolate detainees who 
have or are suspected of having infectious or contagious 
diseases and those liable to be dangerous to their fellow 
detainees; to prescribe, order or take precautionary 
measures and give necessary treatment; to decide every 
detainee's capacity for work;

b) visit regularly and as the need arises, 
special cases, sick detainees, those who display or complain 
of symptoms of illness and those to whom his or the staff's 
attention has been drawn;

c) advise the director of the institution on 
matters of hygiene and cleanliness of premises, dormitories, 
work rooms and quarters, on the need for an operation of 
occupational equipment and sanitary installations (lighting, 
ventilation, heating, etc.), on diet, suitable clothing, 
regulations for physical exercise, rest periods, and any 
other requirements for the health of the detainees.

24. The doctor shall report to the director 
regularly and whenever any circumstance involving a 
detainee or detainees makes this necessary.

The director shall,take into consideration the 
advice and reports of the doctor responsible for hygiene 
and the detainees' health. If the director agrees with 
the doctor he shall immediately take any necessary 
measures. If he disagrees he shall submit the matter with
out delay to higher authority.
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VIII. DISCIPLINE AND OUTSIDE CONTACTS

25. (1) Order and discipline shall be firmly 
maintained but shall not involve restrictions unnecessary 
to good order, security and organization of community life.

(2) No detainee shall be empowered to 
exercise disciplinary measures. According to circumstances, 
systems of good order and discipline, the operation of 
which is to some extent confided in the detainees them
selves, with responsibility for organizing certain social, 
educational, sporting or recreational activities subject
to supervision, may be justified.

(3) Detention conditions, the rights and 
obligations of detainees, working hours, leisure time, 
and the nature and duration of disciplinary punishment, 
shall be determined by legislation or administrative 
regulations.

26. (1) To an extent compatible with the 
maintenance of good order, administrative needs and 
security requirements, detainees shall be permitted to. 
to correspond with their families and relatives as well 
as with the legal representatives, agents or advisers 
whose services they require for the defence of their 
interests. (*)

(Detainees shall be permitted to correspond 
with their families and relatives as well as with the 
legal representatives, agents and advisors, whose services 
they require for the defence of their interests. They 
shall be permitted to receive visits from these persons. 
There shall be a strict time limit to any restrictions 
in this connection.)

Death, illness, serious accidents, transfer to 
an institution for mental cases or to another place of 
detention shall be communicated to the detainee's family 
or relatives either by the administration or by the 
detainee himself when he is able to do so or by a

(*) The ICRC suggests the first paragraph be deleted and 
replaced by the text in italics which follows. 
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relative or friend at his dictation. Likewise detainees 
shall be kept informed of events concerning their 
families.

(2) Unless serious and exceptional 
circumstances demand otherwise, foreign detainees shall 
be granted reasonable facilities to communicate with 
their country’s diplomatic or consular representatives 
or with those of the State entrusted with their interests, 
and with any authorities or national or international 
humanitarian institutions whose task it is to assist or 
protect detainees.

27. Detainees shall be kept regularly informed 
of major current events either through newspapers, period
icals, other publications, radio broadcasts, lectures or 
any similar media authorized or controlled by the 
administration.

IX. CULTURE, RECREATION AND MORAL COMFORT

28. Subject to the same conditions of 
authority and control, reasonable recreational and 
educational amenities appropriate to the circumstances 
and place of detention shall be provided in the form of 
lectures, slide or film projections, musical, theatrical, 
sport and other programmes, reading material and various 
games.

29. Detainees shall as far as possible be 
provided with spiritual or religious comfort. If there 
is a sufficient number of detainees of the same religion 
a minister thereof should be authorized to organize 
religious services and visit the detainees at specific 
times.

A detainee shall never be refused the right 
to contact a qualified representative of any religion. 
If a detainee refuses to receive a minister of religion 
or to take part in religious service his attitude shall 
be respected; no compulsion shall be used or punishment 
inflicted for that reason.
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X. INSTRUMENTS OF RESTRAINT AND PUNISHMENT

30. (1) No means of restraint such as hand
cuffs, chains, irons or strait-jackets shall he used 
except in the following cases :

a/ As a precaution against escape, during 
transfer or in conditions and circumstances involving a 
risk thereof; such implements shall be removed when the 
detainee appears before a judicial or administrative 
authority and when the risk of which there was reason
able apprehension no longer obtains;

b/ On orders of the director, if need be after 
urgent consultation with the doctor, when normal means 
of controlling a detainee have failed or proved in
adequate to prevent him from injuring himself and others 
and from damaging property;

(2) The nature and use of restrictive 
measures shall be prescribed by the general 
administration, to which the director of the institution 
shall report immediately on serious or urgent cases. 
They shall not be applied for longer than is strictly 
necessary.

31. (1) No detainee shall be punished other
wise than in conformity with legal provisions and 
regulations, and never twice for the same offence.

Punishment shall not be inflicted, except in 
very minor cases, without the detainee's being informed 
of the accusation against him and his being given the 
possibility of presenting his defence, if necessary 
through an interpreter, and without a full and impartial 
enquiry by the director.

(2) Corporal punishment, confinement to 
cells which are dark or too small to permit normal post
ure, blows, and all cruel or degrading treatment shall 
be prohibited.

Solitary confinement, reduction of diet or 
any other punishment likely to impair physical or mental 
health shall be inflicted only to an extent which is 
reasonable or certified in writing by a doctor to be 
bearable and without great danger.
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The doctor shall visit detainees undergoing 
such disciplinary punishment and report to the director 
immediately, if he considers the punishment should be 
changed or ceased for physical or mental health reasons.

XI. TRANSFERS

32. In the event of transfer from one place 
of detention to another, detainees shall be protected 
as much as possible from the public gaze, unwelcome
or hostile curiosity, humiliation, insult or violence.

33. The cost of transferring detainees shall 
be borne by the administration and transfers shall be 
carried out in the same conditions for all, subject to 
special consideration for age, sex or sickness and even 
rank where appropriate.

Transfer of detainees, prisoners or internees 
under conditions which are inhuman or dangerous for 
their health due to overcrowding, lack of air, light, 
or food or for any other circumstances affecting their 
physical wellbeing, shall be prohibited.

XII. INFORMATION AND COMPLAINTS

34. On arrival, each detainee shall be given, 
through posters or otherwise, precise, written, and 
clearly understandable information on conditions and rules 
applicable to detainees of his category, regulations
for discipline, authorized methods of obtaining inform
ation and lodging requests or complaints, and any other 
details necessary for him to know his rights and 
obligations and to adapt to life in the penitentiary 
institution.

If a detainee is illiterate such information 
should be given to him orally.

35. Every detainee shall have the opportunity 
of making requests or complaints to the director of the 
place of detention or to an official authorized to 
represent him, either through the ordinary channels 
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adopted in the institution or by addressing himself to 
the inspector or panel of inspectors in the course of 
their inspection.

He shall be permitted to talk with the 
inspector or any officer appointed to carry out inspection, 
without the presence of the director, other members of 
the detention institution's staff or any other person.

(2) Unless a request or complaint is 
obviously'groundless it.shall be investigated quickly 
and impartially by the director and a reply shall be 
given as soon as possible. If rejected, the grounds there
for must be stated.

Detainees shall not be punished for malting 
complaints even if they are rejected.

XIII. STAPP PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTER

56. (1) The administration responsible for
places of detention and for their proper organization 
and conduct shall exercise care in the recruitment of 
its officials and staff of all ranks in places of 
detention of all types (including detention camps and 
internment camps), by enquiring into their character, 
qualifications and sense of duty and responsibility.

' (2) Any official or staff member
committing a breach of legal and professional obligations 
or duties shall be punished by disciplinary or penal 
measures.

XIV. INSPECTIONS AND SUPERVISION

37. Qualified and experienced inspectors 
appointed by the authorities shall regularly and frequent
ly inspect places of detention and the conditions therein.

Inspectors shall, in particular, check that :



a/ places of detention are run in conformity 
with the law, regulations, agreements or prevailing 
provisions, including the present Minimum Rules, with a 
view to ensuring observance of the conditions and aims 
thereof ;

b/ detainees and internees are treated in 
accordance with principles of humanity, justice and 
dignity consistent with the present Rules and those post
ulated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

38. Inspection and control shall be authorized, 
particularly by qualified representatives of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross or other international 
or regional,institutions of which the objectives are 
humanitarian and the action and impartiality acknowledged 
are known to be reliable.

The necessary arrangements for such inspections 
shall be made with the relevant administration and direct
ors of institutions, camps and other places of detention 
or internment.

Visits and inspections shall be permitted with
out let or hindrance by conditions or obstacles which 
would vitiate them and impede the achievement of their 
humanitarian purpose. (Persons carrying out such inspections 
shall be given facilities to talk in private with detainees 
of their own choosing.)

d) CONFERENCES, COURSES, PARTICIPATION ITT INTER
NATIONAL CONGRESSES AND INSTRUCTION PROGRAMMES

In April 1965, Mr. Jean Pictet of the ICRC 
gave his inaugural lecture at the University of Geneva 
which had just created the first chair in international 
humanitarian law.

The ICRC regularly takes part in international 
refresher courses for young military medical officers, in 
which it presents detailed reports on the Geneva 
Conventions and also at meetings of the International
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Office for Military Medicine Documentation, the Inter
national Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, 
the World Medical Association, the International Law 
Association and the International Committee for the 
Neutrality of Medicine.

The International Committee, which has also 
published an outline of a programme of instruction on 
the Geneva Conventions, as an annex to the Memorandum 
addressed on 21 November 1966 to all States Parties to 
the Geneva Conventions, in application of Resolution 
XXI of the XXth International Conference, has participated 
in the execution of instructional programmes especially 
intended for the armed forces of which the International 
Review has given a detailed plan (see International 
Review of the Red Cross, April 1968, pp. 195-194).


