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EXPLANATORY NOTES ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
The ICRC and the League feel it advisable to 

provide brief explanatory notes on the Provisional Agenda of 
the International Conference of the Red Cross, as they have 
always done in the past. First of all, the main rules govern
ing the International Conference will be re-stated.

The present document is only for purposes of inform
ation, and is intended to make it easier for the delegates to 
do their preparatory work and to take part in the discussions 
of the Conference.

A. REMINDER OF THE MAIN RULES

The International Conference of the Red Cross, its 
structure,and duties are defined by the Statutes of the Inter
national Red Cross and the Conference Rules of Procedure.

It is the highest deliberating authority of the 
Red Cross. In principle it is convened every four years and 
assembles :
a) The delegates of the International Red Cross, i.e. the 

delegates of all the National Red Cross Societies (Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) recognized by the ICRC, the 
delegates of the ICRC and of the League of Red Cross 
Societies ;

b) The representatives of the States Parties to the First 
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition 
of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field 
(186A, 1906, 1929 or 191+9).

There can therefore be, and normally are, two 
delegations for each country: one representing the National 
Society, the other the Government. A State need not have a 
National Red Cross Society on its territory to be a member of 
the Conference; it only requires to be a Party to the Geneva 
Convention.
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The Council of Delegates necessarily meets at the 

time of the International Conference. This is composed of the 
delegates of recognized National Societies, the ICRC and the 
League. Government representatives are not members of this 
body, which assembles the Red Cross "family".

The functions of the Council of Delegates are;
a) to meet prior to the opening of the Conference in order 

to propose the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General 
and Assistant Secretaries General of the International 
Conference ;

b) to lay down the order in which the various questions and 
proposals submitted to the Conference are to be discussed; 
this rule has always been interpreted to mean that the 
Council of Delegates has authority to lay down and adopt 
the Conference Agenda;

c) to give its opinion and, if necessary, a ruling on the 
questions and proposals referred to it by the Conference 
or by the Standing Commission.

The League of Red Cross Societies has its own 
deliberating authority, namely, the Board of Governors. This 
assembles the representatives of all the member Societies of 
the Federation. The Board of Governors meets at the same time 
as each International Conference without being one of its 
bodies properly so termed.

The powers of the International Conference of the 
Red Cross are defined as follows in Article II of the Statutes 
of the International Red Cross:

Article II

1 . The International Conference shall have power to take 
decisions within the limits of the present Statutes, make 
recommendations and express wishes.
2 . The Conference shall be responsible for ensuring unity in 
the work of the National Societies, the International Committee 
and the League.
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3. It may assign mandates to the International Committee and 
to the League and make proposals concerning the humanitarian 
Conventions and other international Conventions relating to the 
Red Cross.
*+. It alone shall be competent to revise and interpret the 
present Statutes and Rules of Procedure and to take the final 
decision on the differences of opinion referred to in Article X.
5. It may not deal with political matters nor serve as a 
forum for political debate.
6. It may not modify either the Statutes of the International 
Committee or those of the League. Similarly, the International 
Committee and the League shall take no decision contrary to the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross or to the resolutions 
of the Conference, nor any decision contrary to the agreements 
concluded between them and confirmed by the Conference.
7. The Conference shall elect its Chairman.

The Agenda and the provisional programme of the 
International Conference are drawn up by the Standing Commission 
of the International Red Cross. This is composed of 9 memberss 
7 members elected in a personal capacity by the Conference it
self, 2 representatives of the ICRC, one of whom is in principle 
the Chairman, 2 representatives of the League of Red Cross So
cieties, of whom one is in principle the Chairman of the Board 
of Governors. It also has the duty of preparing the Internation
al Conferences in cooperation with the host organization. In 
between meetings of the Conference it coordinates and harmonizes 
the work of the ICRC and the League.

Various Rules of Procedure

Below we outline several of the Conference's Rules 
of Procedure.
Article 1.- The Conference members (delegates of recognized 
National Societies, States Parties to the Geneva Convention, 
the ICRC and the League) are entitled to take part in all 
discussions and all votes.
Article 2.- A National Society may not be represented by 
another Society. The same rule applies to States.



Article 3.- Guests (observers), persons and organizations, 
cannot vote; they can speak, with the Chairman's authorization.
Article k .- The Conference is convened and arranged by the 
organization appointed for this purpose (in the present case the 
Austrian Red Cross Society), in agreement with the Standing 
Commission.

Members of the Conference and guests are required to 
communicate the names of their ielegates to this organization 
prior to the opening of the Conference.

Article 6.- Reports drawn up by members of the Conference must 
reach this organization 30 days prior to the opening of the 
Conf erence.
Article 7.- (and IV of the Statutes) - Proposals for the 
offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General and 
Assistant Secretaries General are made by the Council of 
Delegates, meeting prior to the opening of the Conference. These 
proposals are submitted to the latter, which proceeds to the 
necessary elections at its inaugural meeting.

The Conference appoints Commissions, which them
selves appoint their Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur.

Article 9.- Proposals, motions and amendments must be 
communicated in advance, in writing, to the Conference Bureau.
Article 12.- No delegation may speak on any one question for 
more than 15 minutes, unless the Conference expressly decides 
otherwise,
Article 16.- The official language of the Conference is French. 
The working languages are English and Spanish.

Speeches made in any other language must be trans
lated into one of the working languages by the Speaker's 
delegation and if necessary with the help of the Conference 
Secretariat.

Article 17.- The National Societies, the States, the ICEC and 
the League each have the right to one vote.



B , EXPLANATORY NOTES ON THE AGENDA
COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

Election of the Chairman. Vice-Chairman and Secretaries 
of the Council of Delegates

The opening meeting of the Council is presided over by 
the President of the organization responsible for convening the 
Conference (Art, 21 of the Rules of Procedure),

Its first duty is to elect its Chairman (by tradition 
the President of the ICRC), its Vice-Chairman and Secretaries. 
The Chairman then prepares the final Agenda of the Council.

2. Approval of the provisional Agenda of the Conference 
established by the Standing Commission.

1.

I.

The Statutes of the International Red Cross (Art.IV, 
3, b) provide that the Council of Delegates shall”, "determine 
the order in which questions and proposals submitted to the 
Conference arc to be brought up for discussion".

This provision has been interpreted to mean that it 
is for the Council to approve and possibly amend the Agenda 
of the Conference, relieving the Conference of this business 
at Its plenary meeting.

3. Proposals for the offices of Chairman. Vice-Chairmen. 
Secretary General and Assistant Secretaries General 
of the Conference

This is a strictly statutory duty of the Council,

Delegations wishing to make proposals may communicate 
them to the President of the host organization, who will lay 
them before the Council.

II. PLENARY MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

1 . Report of the Council of Delegates
The Conference hears the Report of the Council of 

Delegates and takes decisions on any points requiring them.
The Agenda of the Conference is not, however, re*« 

discussed.
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2. Election of the Chairman» Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General 

and Assistant Secretaries General

This follows on from point 1, as the elections take 
place in accordance with the proposals of the Council of 
Delegates„

It should be mentioned here that the Conference Bureau 
which, under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, is responsible 
for organizing its work, includes the Chairman of the Conference, 
the Chairman of tne Standing Commission, the Heads of the Dele
gations of the ICRC and the League, the Chairman of the Commis
sions and the Secretary General of the Conference.

3. Appointment of the Commissions of the Conference

Three Commissions are to be established owing to the 
questions which are to be discussed, namely;

a) General Commission
b) International Humanitarian Law Commission
c) Health, Social Service and Junior Red Cross Commission,

In addition, as usual, there will be a Drafting 
Committee to harmonize the Resolutions adopted.

Under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, the Commis
sions themselves appoint their Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and 
Rapporteurs»

^ . Report of the General Commission

5. Report of the International Humanitarian Law Commission

6. Report of the Health, Social Service and Junior Red Cross 
Commission

The Conference hears the Reports of these three 
Commissions when they have concluded their discussions, and 
votes on the draft Resolutions submitted by them.

7. Election of the members of the Standing Commission
The mandate of the Standing Commission expires at 

each International Conference, Its members' terms of office



will therefore have to be renewed at Vienna.
Article IX of the Statutes provides for the election 

by the Conference of 5 members of the Standing Commission, in 
a personal capacity (the *+ others are the representatives of 
the International Committee and the League). These 5 members 
remain in office until the following Conference.

The Commission itself elects its Chairman.

In this connection, the Rules of Procedure of the 
Conference lay down that;
Article 22.- The members of the Standing Commission set up in 
conformity with Article IX of the Statutes shall be elected by 
ballot, by the members of the Conference.

The five candidates obtaining an absolute majority 
shall be declared elected.

If more than five candidates obtain an absolute majori 
ty, the five candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes 
shall be declared elected.

If less than five candidates obtain an absolute majori 
ty in the first ballot, a second ballot, and if necessary a 
third ballot, shall be held under the same conditions to fill 
the remaining vacancies.

A relative majority only shall be required in the 
third ballot.

Should the procedure laid down in the preceding para
graph result in the election of more than five persons, those 
who are to assume office shall be determined by the drawing 
of lots.

Article 21.- After the election of the members of the 
Standing Commission, those of them who are present at the 
Conference shall meet immediately to decide which shall be 
responsible for convening the first meeting of the Commission.

Article 2 b . -  The Standing Commission shall draw up its own 
Rules of Procedure.

8. Date and place of the XXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross,

In principle, the Conference itself fixes the date 
and place of its next meeting. Article III of the Statutes 
declares that the International Conference is to "be convened
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by the Central Committee of a National Society, or by the Inter
national Committee, or by the League, under a mandate conferred 
for the purpose by the previous Conference or by the Standing 
Commission provided for in Article IX, As a general rule, 
favourable consideration shall be given, as far as possible, to 
any offer made during a Conference by a National Society, the 
International Committee or the League to act as host to the 
Conference for its next session. As an exceptional measure, the 
date of the Conference may be advanced at the request of the 
Standing Commission, or of the International Committee, or of 
the League, or of at least one third of the duly recognized 
National Societies",

III, MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONS

A. GENERAL COMMISSION

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries

Under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, the 
Commission itself proceeds to these elections.

2, Reports on the implementation of the Resolutions of the 
XIXth International Conference and of the 196.8 Council 
of Delegates.

In accordance with tradition, the ICRC and the 
League submit a joint Report on the implementation of the Resolu
tions of the preceding Conference,

This time, as an exception, it is accompanied by a 
Report on the implementation of the Resolutions of the Council 
of Delegates. In 1963 this took the place of the XXth Conference 
(postponed to 1965), in the framework of the Centenary Congress 
of the Red Cross.

The Agendas of the three Conference Commissions each 
include this item as regards the matters which come within their 
individual competence.

3. Reports of the National Red Cross. Red Crescent and Red 
Lion and Sun Societies

*+. Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross
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5. Report of the League of Red Cross Societies

6. Report of the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross

These traditional items call for no explanations.

7. Report of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shôken Fund

The Joint Commission is composed of three represent
atives of the ICRC and three representatives of the League. It 
administers a Fund established with a gift in 1912 by Her late 
Majesty the Empress of Japan,, increased in 193^ and 1963 by the 
Imperial family of Japan. Its purpose Is to "promote relief work 
in time of peace". The income of the Fund is distributed to the 
National Societies selected by the Joint Commission from among 
those which have sent in detailed requests.

The Regulations governing this Fund are to be found 
in the Handbook of the International Red Cross (pages 366-368). 
The Report which will be submitted by the ICRC and the League 
on this item, in accordance with the rules, will probably suggest 
amending the Regulations so as to lay down the conditions for 
grants and to favour developing Societies.

8. Report of the ICRC on the distribution of the Augusta Fund 
Revenue

This Fund was established in memory of Her late 
Majesty the Empress of Germany. It is administered by the ICRC, 
which distributes the revenue every four years to National 
Societies selected from among those requesting to benefit there
from. The grants are either allocated to missions organized in 
the general interest of Red Cross work, or, more particularly, 
nursing schools. The Regulations for the Fund appear on pages 
369 to 371 of the Handbook of the International Red Cross,

The written Report distributed by the ICRC in view 
of the XXth Conference emphasizes that the increase in the 
number of National Societies now prevents the Augusta Fund from, 
making adequate grants in response to all the requests received, 
and it would therefore be desirable to have a larger capital 
supplemented by new gifts.

9. Report of the ICRC on the Florence Nightingale Medal Awards
This Medal, which constitutes a great honour, was 

created at the wish of the VTIIth International Conference of
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the Red Cross. A small Fund administered by the ICRC is used 
for striking the medals. It distributes them, on the proposal 
of National Societies, to "nurses and voluntary aids of the Red 
Cross, who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their 
devotion to sick or wounded in time of peace or of war".

In its very full Report, the ICRC suggests that the 
Conference should adopt a Resolution to facilitate its task in 
respect of awards. The National Red Cross Societies would be 
requested to be extremely careful in selecting candidates, pay
ing greater attention to the criteria stipulated in the Regula
tions for the medal, and supplying more details on each candidate.

10, Final Adoption of the Red Cross Principles

At its meeting in 1961 in Prague, the Council of 
Delegates, unanimously approved the following declaration;

HUMANITY - The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance 
without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, en
deavours - in its international and national capacity - to pre
vent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may b‘e found. Its 
purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure respect for 
the human being. It promotes mutual understanding, friendship, 
cooperation- and lasting peace amongst all peoples.

IMPARTIALITY - It makes no discrimination as to nationality, 
race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions. It en
deavours only to relieve suffering, giving priority to the most 
urgent cases of distress.

NEUTRALITY - In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, 
the Red Cross may not take sides in hostilities or engage at any 
time in controversies of a political, racial, religious or ideo? 
logical nature.

INDEPENDENCE - The Red Cross is independent. The National So
cieties while auxiliaries in the humanitarian services of their 
Governments and subject to the laws of their respective countries, 
must always maintain their autonomy so that they may be able at 
all times to act in accordance with Red Cross principles.

VQLUNTARY SERVICE - The Red Cross is a voluntary relief 
organisation not prompted in any manner by desire for gain.

UNITY - There can be only one Red Cross Society in any one 
country. It must be open to all. It must carry on its humani
tarian work throughout its territory.
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UNIVERSALITY - The Red Cross Is a world-wide institution in which 
all Societies have equal status and share equal responsibilities 
and duties in helping each other.

To become final, this Declaration still has to be 
approved by the International Conference of the Red Cross. It 
will therefore be submitted to the vote at the XXth International 
Conference.

11. The Red Cross, as a factor of Peace
This question is traditionally an Item of all 

International Conference Agendas. It has already been the sub
ject of a series of Resolutions. The ICRC and the League will 
each submit a Report.

12. Establishment of a Henry Dunant Medal
The Australian Red Cross Society launched this 

initiative with a view to rewarding the devotion of particularly 
exemplary members of the Red Cross.

The question was referred to the Standing Commission 
of the International Red Cross, which will report to the XXth 
Conference. It is for the latter to take the final decision.

13. Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross

Two Reports will be submitted on this item, namely:
a) the Report of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC;
b) the Report of the Council of the Trust Fund in favour of 

the ICRC.

It will be remembered that the Commission mentioned 
under a) was established in 19̂ +8 by the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross. The purpose of this body, composed 
of representatives of National Societies, is to "decide on the 
method to be adopted in order to provide the International 
Committee of the Red Cross with regular financial support".

Meetings have been normally held and the Commission 
has appealed each year to the National Societies 
for contributions to the financing of the ICRC. Some of them 
have provided it with regular and generous support.

A Report will be laid before the XXth Conference in 
accordance with custom.
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The "Trust Fund in favour of the ICRC" was established 

in 1931 to contribute to the financing of the ICRC, There is a 
small Inalienable capital of which only the interest can be used.

The Council of the Trust Fund is composed of two 
members nominated by the Swiss Federal Council, two by the Inter
national Conference and three by the ICRC,

The XXth Conference will have to elect the two 
members it is required to appoint.

1*+. Red. Cross Radio Communications
Two matters will be discussed under this items

a) Network of Red Cross radio communications for 
emergencies
After installing a permanent radio communications 

at its Headquarters, the ICRC considered the question of 
establishing a network of Red Cross radio communications for 
emergencies.

In agreement with the League, it sent a circular 
letter to the National Red Cross Societies explaining the matter 
in detail and requesting their assistance.

The ICRC and the League will submit a joint Progress 
Report to the XXth Conference.

b) Reduction of telecommunication rates in times of 
disaster or other emergencies.

Speed, which is an essential factor in Red Cross 
action at times of disaster or other emergencies, compels the 
National Societies and the League Secretariat to resort increas
ingly to the telephone, telegrams and telex. At the 82nd session 
of the League's Executive Committee it was considered desirable 
to endeavour to obtain both priority and reduced rates for tele
phone, telegraphic and telex messages sent by the Red Cross in 
periods of emergency. A Resolution of the International Confer
ence of the Red Cross, in which Governments would be associated, 
would provide a sound basis for requesting concessions from the 
competent telecommunications' organizations.

15» International Relief Actions

This item has been inserted in the Agenda at the 
request of the Yugoslav Red Cross Society, which will make a 
statement at the Conference.
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The League may also take up current relief questions 

under this item. It will report on the contacts established with 
the United Nations to improve the coordination of international 
assistance to natural disaster victims.

B. INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW COMMISSION

1 · Election of the Chairman., Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries

This election is the duty of the Commission under 
Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure.

2 . Reports on the implementation of the Resolutions of the 
XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross and of the 
1963 Council of Delegates

The ICRC and the League submit this twofold Report.
The item appears on the Agenda of the three Conference 

Commissions so far as concerns the questions which fall within 
their individual competence.

3. Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions
As at each Conference, the ICRC will report on the 

situation as regards ratifications and accessions and the action 
taken in various countries to diffuse the Conventions (which is 
indispensable for them to become effective), the help provided 
by the ICRC for this, and the application of their provisions 
by the United Nations Forces.

The ICRC is attaching an important Annex to this 
Report, giving a list of the steps to be taken by Governments 
under the terms of the Conventions for the application of their 
provisions and for putting the Conventions into force in each 
country.

V. Respect of the Geneva Conventions
a) Measures taken to repress violations

In 1963 the Council of Delegates requested the ICRC 
to collect information on the legislative measures adopted in the 
various countries to repress violations of the Geneva Conventions.
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The ICRC accordingly wrote to the National Societies 
and has received replies from some of them« These will be the 
subject of a Report to the XXth Conference„

b ) Transmission of protests

Some of the National Red Cross Societies have re
quested that the procedure for transmitting complaints of alleged 
violations of the humanitarian Conventions should be reviewed 
at the XXth Conference.

As the transmission of such complaints has never 
yielded any tangible results, the ICRC concludes in its Report 
that this procedure should be relinquished.

5. Protection of civilian populations

a ) Legal protection against the dangers of indiscriminate 
warfare

In its Resolution XIII (Draft Rules for the limitation 
of the dangers incurred by the civilian population in time of war\ 
the XIXth International Conference instructed the ICRC to forward 
the Draft Rules to the Governments and to continue its own 
efforts to protect non-combatants.

As far back as 1959, the ICRC informed the National 
Societies - and in 1963 the Council of Delegates - of the 
reactions of Governments to these Rules. They had received too 
few echoes and these were not sufficiently affirmative for any 
hope of continuing discussions on the basis of the Draft to be 
entertained. In these circumstances, the ICRC turned its 
attention to other points, two of which are commented on below, 
under b) and c).

The ICRC has furthermore made every effort to find a 
solution permitting wider acceptance and re-affirmation of the 
general principle of the respect of non-combatants. In this 
connection, it has privately consulted (individually or in 
groups) outstanding personalities belonging to various parts of 
the world.

The XXth Conference will be informed in detail of 
the result of these approaches and the prospects which might 
present themselves in this connection.
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b ) Status of personnel of Civil Defence.Services

In 1961, at Prague, the Council of Delegates voiced 
the wish that the ICRC should "actively continue its' work in 
view of strengthening, within the International Humanitarian Law, 
the immunity of non-military Civil Defence bodies".

A.t its 1963 session the Council of Delegates noted 
with satisfaction that the ICRC planned convening a Committee of 
experts to draw up international regulations. It recommended 
laying the results of these discussions before the XXth Conference.

This Committee of experts met in October-November 196b. 
The ICRC will submit their conclusions and the results of its 
own studies in a Report to the Conference.

c) Protection of civil medical and nursing personnel
In 1963 the Council of Delegates noted the draft 

rules drawn up by the Committee in cooperation with the World 
Medical Association and the International Committee of Military 
Medecine and Pharmacy to ensure more satisfactory protection of 
civil medical personnel in time of conflict. This draft provided 
in particular for the introduction of the emblem of the red staff 
with the entwined serpent.

The Council of Delegates requested the ICRC to continue 
its study of this matter, if possible with the assistance of 
experts. The ICRC has not yet had time to assemble the experts 
it intends to consult,and plans convening them in 1966.

It would be grateful If the Governments and the 
National Societies would consider the Report it is submitting to 
them in view of the XXth Conference and state their opinions, if 
possible prior to the latter's meeting. In particular it is 
anxious to know which countries and Societies would be prepared 
to send a qualified expert to Geneva to discuss this problem.

6, Protection of victims of non-international conflicts

Conflicts are increasingly assuming the nature of 
internal disturbances all over the world. The Geneva Conventions 
are indisputably not applicable to these. The victims of these 
conflicts, which are often particularly cruel, require special 
protection. The guarantees of humanitarian law should therefore 
be extended to them as far as possible and it should be arranged 
for the Red Cross to assist them. The ICRC has directed its 
efforts and its studies towards this for some years already. 
Article 3? which is common to the four Geneva Conventions, is 

* in itself an important step forward.
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In October 1962, the ICRC convened a Commission of 

experts to examine certain points and, in 1963? its report was 
communicated to the 1963 Council of Delegates. The matter is 
so important that, in response to the wishes of the experts 
themselves, the Committee felt it should include the whole 
text in its Report to the XXth Conference.

7. Final adoption of the Regulations on the use of the emblems 
of the Red Cross. Red Crescent. Red Lion and Sun by 
National Societies.

In 1963 the Council of Delegates, after making 
several amendments in the draft Regulations drawn up by the 
ICRC, adopted these, requesting that they should be submitted 
for final approval to the XXth Conference.

C. HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE AND JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

1. Election of the Chairman. Vice-Chairmen. Rapporteurs and 
Secretaries

The Commission proceeds to these elections under 
Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure.

2. Renorts on the implementation of the Resolutions of the 
XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross and the 
1963 Council of Delegates.

In the Provisional Agenda of the XXth Conference 
annexed to the convocations this item was entitled "Adoption 
of the Agenda" by error.

The ICRC and the League will submit the Report on 
the implementation of the Resolutions adopted at the previous 
meetings.

This item appears on the Agenda of the three Confer
ence Commissions for the questions coming within their individ
ual competence.
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3. Cooperation between National Societies and their Governments 
for the promotion of health and social wellbeing and the 
international aspect of this matter„

The relations between the National Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies and their own Governments, 
as well as those of the two international Red Cross organizations 
with the international governmental and non-governmental organiz
ations are subject to the Red Cross Principles.

Structural changes of recent years in the governmental 
bodies and the National Societies justify the examination of these 
relations by the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross. 
This is of interest both to the National Societies and the Govern
ments, especially in countries which have recently acquired their 
independence. The purpose of this analysis is to define and 
consolidate these relations so that the Red Cross shall in future 
be in a position to carry out its mission to the fullest possible 
extent.

A Report on the relations of the National Societies 
with their Governments in health, social service and Junior Red 
Cross matters, will be submitted by the League.

A joint Report by the ICRC and the League will cover 
the National Societies’ activities in connection with civil 
defence.

An ICRC Report will deal with the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions among medical personnel, while a joint ICRC 
and League Report will deal -with their diffusion among young 
people.

DRAFTING COMMITTEE.

Experience at International Conferences of the Red 
Cross has shown the value of a Drafting Committee to harmonize 
the various Resolutions to be submitted to the plenary Conference, 
standardize their form to some extent and improve their style.

1. Election of the Chairman and Secretaries

The Drafting Committee elects its Bureau in the same 
way as the Conference Commission.
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2 » Drafting and coordination of Resolutions

The Bureau of the Drafting Committee makes the 
necessary arrangements with the Bureau of the Conference Commis
sions for the drafting and coordination of their Resolutions,

In addition the Committee is responsible for submitting 
the texts of the votes of thanks to the authorities, organizations 
and officials who have facilitated the work of the Conference to 
the latter, for adoption in plenary session.


