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XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS 

PLENARY SESSION 

Vienna, 4> 8, 9 October 1965 

Item 6 of the Agenda

REPORT OF THE HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE AND YOUTH COMMISSION 
by L.G. Stubbings, Rapporteur

The Commission met on October 4> 5» 6 and 7> 1965* The meetings were 
attended by representatives from a total.of 76 delegations. The Agenda was 
taken as follows;
Point 1

The Commission welcomed Mrs. I. Domanska (Polish Red Cross) as Chairman 
and elected the following five Vice-Presidents;

MissM. Hickey (American Red Cross)
Dr. A. Inostrosa (Chilean Red Cross)
Dr. W. Villa Uribe (Colombian Re.d Cross)
Dr. A. Abur-Goura (Jordan Red Crescent)
Mr.A. Fourati (Tunisian Red Crescent)

Mr. L.G. Stfcbbings (Australian Red Cross) was elected Rapporteur.

Point 2
The Commission accepted the Reports on the implementation of the 

Resolutions of the XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross (SJ2a/l), 
and of the 1963 Council of Delegates (SJ2b/l) especially those resolutions of 
concern to the Commission. ·

Point 3
In accepting the Report of the League of Red Cross Societies (SJ/3/l) 

on the co-operation between National Societies and their Governments, it was 
stressed that although Red Cross is independent of Governments it is at the 
same time an auxiliary to Governments. The problem before this Conference was 
to make clear what the relationships were, for close co-operation was essential 
and vital. It was reported to the' Commission that co-operation between Red Cross 
and other international organizations was growing each year. Mr. C. Fedele,
Chief of the External Relations department of the World Health Organization, 
stressed three main fields of collaboration - (l) training of nurses and 
healtk auxiliaries . (.2·)...healtheducation of .population, particularly amongst 
youth (3) provision of medical assistance in times of disaster.
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Prof. E. Pusic, President of the International Conference of Social 
Work, emphasized the need for Red Cross to "become engaged systematically in 
the field of social welfare. The problem that confront the individual in a 
world that faces swift economic,, political and structural development requires 
the aid of the Red Cross. No one profession has the answer to all the stresses 
in the world today. Red Cross must take a share in all the stages of social 
welfare. Prof. Pusic expressed the hope that the Red Cross World would be well 
represented at the International Conference of Social Work in Washington D.C. 
in 1966.

The' Commission then turned its attention to the detailed considera
tion of the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions. MissM. Duvillard, repre
sentative of the International Committee of the RedjCross, presented the re
port on this■subject particularly as"it'applies to nursing personnel. This 
relates to Art. 47 of the First Geneva Convention (an article which is common 
to the four Conventions) . It was “pointed oiit that the dissemination of the 
Conventions was the legal responsibility of-Governements. Red Cross had a 
strong moral responsibility in this regard. The Commission was informed by 
Miss H. Nussbaum, Executive Secretary of the International Council of Nurses,, 
that this organization at its recent Congress approved a Resolution that the 
Red Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions should be known to all nurses. 
National Societies were requested to follow up this matter with the nursing 
bodies within their own countries. ......  ·■ - .....

In discussion of the draft resolution on this subject, the need for 
dissemination of the Conventions amongst the Armed Forces was stressed. How
ever it was pointed out that this aspect has being discussed by the Humanita
rian Law Commission. The ICRC Report Sj/3b/l was adopted with the Resolution 
included therein.

The Commission then discussed the dissemination of the Geneva Conven
tions amongst youth. From this discussion the following points emerged 3

(1) The International Committee of the Red Crtss, the League of 
Red Cross Societies and several National Societies had produr- 
ced valuable material .

(2) In future stress should bo laid on the fact.that the Geneva 
Conventions wem-e not an historic document dealing with the 
past but were topical and should be treated as sucii.

(3) The ICRC and the League should in future produce more general ·-
. material on this subject which could be better appreciated by
the new National. Societies.

(4) Every modern technique of-teaching had to be utilized and spe
cial efforts made to reach the large number‘of illiterates in 
the world so that they can receive an understanding of the 
Principles of Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions.

. (5)· Car.e had to be -exercised not to give the impression in countries 
. that have not experienced war that Red Cross, because of its 
interest in this subject, considered war imminent or inevitable.

The Commission accepted the Report of the ICRC and the LRCS .on the 
dissemination of Red Cross principles and the Geneva Conventions among youth 
(Sj/3c/l). '

• . -n. · ·

The Activities of National.Societies in the Field of Civil Defence * ■
In presenting a report on -this subject it was explained by Dr. Z. 

Hantchef, League Medical Director, that different aspects of this problem had
been dealt
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with, on previous occasions and the report was. in fact a summary that would be of 
particular interest to new arid emerging Societies. The report indicated the tasks 
of Red Cross Societies.

In the course of discussion the following points were stressed;

1. The public authorities must be fully aware of the independent responsibilities 
of Red Cross, particularly as circumstances may occur that neccesitated the
Red Cross to act alone.

2. If circumstances required the evacuation of large numbers of people from 
heavily populated areas there should be a great need for medical personnel
to be at the disposal of the authorities. Therefore the authorities should be 
well informed on the Red Cross personnel who are available for such purposes.

3. Red Cross should take·'action to see that there were adequate stores of 
medical supplies, food and other necessary equipment for disaster relief.

4« The ICRC and the LRCS should study the problem of Civil Defence in the new 
Societies as a Civil Defence Plan for such Societies may not necessarily 
beb ased on the experiences of older Societies. Such plans must be appropriate 
for the local scene even though the basic Principles of Red Cross applied to all 
Societies. .

5» There was the basic-need for Governments, Red Cross and other appropriate 
organizations to co-ordinate their activities and co-operate with one another.
It was obvious from the discussion·that this situation prevailed in most countries.

«. The role of Red Cross in Civil' Defence was mainly in the field of First' Aid.
The Commission accepted the Report on Civil Defence. A resolution on this subject 
was passed and appears at the end of this report. (Sl/3a/5)

Medico-Social Activities; The Role and Action of the Red Cross in the Field 
of Preventive Medicine

The report of the League was presented by Dr Z. Hantchef,. As one of 
the basic aims of Red Cross was the promotion of health it had 'been appropriate 
that in recent years Red Cross had moved more and more into the field of 
Preventive Medicine . Because of the voluntary service which Red Cross could 
offer, official health services, both national and international welcomed, the 
opportunities and possibilities of close co-operation in a wide variety of 
health measures vrhich were embaced in the term "Preventive Medicine".

The Commission studied the report on this subject and it was obvious 
from submissions which delegates made that this subject received the closest 
attention of Societies. Health Education for youth and'adults, wide publicity 
for health measures and health instruction and the training of Red Cross 
members were the points that were greatly emphasized. As Red Cross war an 
organisation that was prepared to pioneer fields that were nor developed it was' 
suggested that more attention should be given in the future to education 
in the field of mental health.
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In addressing the Commission, Dr G. Si Gault, Representative- of UNICEF, thanked 
the Red Cross for the co-operation which UNICEF received at all levels. UNICEF, 
which was also working in the prevention of disease amongst children had particular 
need for Red Cross co-operation particularly at the village level as this 
organization had not personnel which Red Cross could provide to carry out its 
programme .

The Commission accepted the -Report ana passed a Resolution, which appears at 
the end of this report (Sj/3/2)

Blood Donor Motivation

As Blood Transfusion was now an activity in which the majority of Red 
Cross Societies were engaged in to a greater or lesser degree the Commission 
received the report of the League on this subject of Blood Motivation 
with a'great deal of interest. This was presented by Dr. J .-P. Cagriarl, Hea.d 
of Service, National Blood Transfusion Centre, Paris. Although intensive 
studies had been made by the League on this subject and these studies were 
available to all v/ho were interested and concerned with this topic , delegates 
stressed the following significant points?

(1) Blood should not be marketed commercially. It was a life giving 
substance for which there was no substitute and therefore it should be free.

(2) To acquire the support of the public as blood donors, it was necessary
to study closely human psychology in order to present a publicity programme that 
will be effective.

(3) -A continuous publicity programme was essential.

(4) Red Cross must make every efforts to overcome fears and prejudices
which were the main causes that prevent the public from becoming blood donors.

(5) Consideration should be given by all organisations associated with 
"blood donors to the holding of a National or even later on an International 
Blood Donor Day as· a unique -publicity medium to stress the universal importance 
of blood donations.

(6) National Societies should bear in mind that young pe'bple could be helpful 
in this field.

In adopting this report the Commission expressed the hope that the 
League and the National Societies would continue to make enquiries on this 
subject as it was such a vital one . The delegates were reminded of the Red 
Cross Blood Transfusion Seminar which would be held in Australia in 1966 and 
were invited to participate.

Red Cross and Sociaq Services
■ t

The Chairman invited Miss Margret Hickey, a Vice-Chairman of the 
Commission, to take the Chair for this session.



5

MissM. Esnard, the League .officer responsible for the social, activities 
programme briefly outlined, this section of the report and stressed some of the 
essential features, namely, the possibilities that face Red Cross in this 
field, the need for assisting Governments and other agencies at all levels, but 
as the same: time avoid overlapping and the need for training voluntary personnel.
There had been a working group,on Social Welfare set up by the League which was 
producing a "Guide for Red. Cross. 'Welfare Service". At the invitation of the 
Chairman, Dame Anne Bryans, presented a progress report on the working group 
and stressed the following points,

1) The importance of adequate and thorough training of volunteers in 
social welfare

2) The importance of volunteers and professionals working as a team

3) The need to also train instructors in the field.

The Commission was reminded of the valuable comments made at the opening 
session of the Commission by Prof. Pusic, President of the International 
Conference of Social Work. When the Commission discussed this subject the 
following points emerged; .

i) As untrained people endeavoured to meet community needs without taking 
account of the resources at their disposal, the "Guide" should contain a section on 
the investigation and evaluation of resources.

2) Red Cross volunteers in this 'field, having acquired the propre training 
should be awarded a certificate in the way as was the volunteer in first aid, home, 
nursing, etc.

3) The complete, co-operation of.the professional social worker within the 
Red Cross as well as generally was of the utmost importance.

4) Red Cross in proceeding with this training programme must of necessity 
adapt it to the local conditions that prevail in each country.

The-Commission did not. consider it necessary to present a recommendation 
to the Conference because this was in fact a. progress report but it did 
wish to stress the urgent need for accelarating the activity. Appreciation 
was expressed to Governments, the International Committee, of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies for the work already done. All delegates 
were invited to attend the International. Conference of Social Work in 
Washington D.C. in 1966 as It would have a direct application for Red Cross 
and would be a demonstration of the close and useful bonds that exist between 
these two international organizations.

Nursing ' ■ . · · . ■

The Report of the'League of Red Cross Societies on Nursing was 
presented by Miss Y. Hentsch, Director of the League Nursing Bureau.

Many of the delegates paid a tribute to the’ assistance given to 
National Societies by the Nursing Sections of the ICRC and the LRCS. The 
Miss Nussbaum, Executive Secretary of the International Council of Nurses, thanked Red
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Cross at all levels for the co-operation received from Bed Cross· This 
organisation was keen for Bed Cross to share in its projects and at the 
same time was anxious for its members to help with Bed Cross projects.

In the general discussion it was clear that the variety of needs and 
resources in different countries called for an equally wide variety of Bed 
Cross activities in the field of nursing.

It was stressed that close association was maintained in a number of 
countries between the Red Cross Society and the government agencies with 
regard to training and employment of nurses and'nurses aids, qs well as to the 
wide dissemination of "health in the home" courses.

In accepting the report It was further suggested that in the future 
delegations to International Conferences both Red Cross and Government include 
a nurse for the mutual benefit of the nursing profession and the Bed Cross.

A resolution on ."-this subject was passed and appears at the end of this 
reports. (Sj/3b/4)

Junior Red Cross

Mr. Ch.A. Schussele, Director of the League Junior Red Cross Bureau, 
in presenting the Report draw attention to several important facts, (l) young 
people had a part to play in all the aspects of Bed Cross work that had been 
studied by the Commission, (2) Junior Red Cross should be considered as an 
integral part of a national Bed Cross Society and not a separate unrelated 
organ of Red Cross, (3) a milestone in the history of Junior Red Cross mas 
the World Conference of Educators held in Lausanne in 1963 and the present 
Junior. Red Cross Five Year Plan had emerged from this Conference. (4)- The 
problems of youth were vital problems in the world today and it was therefore 
necessary to adapt Red Cross to the modern world. (5) The Health Education Plan was 
the first part of a five year programme within the framework of the League 
Development Programme and it was.drawn up by a special working group which 
included in its membership representatives from other organizations such as 
World Health Organization and the International Union for Health Education.
(6) The Board of Governors had decided to include Health Education as part of 
the Development Programme for National Societies as a whole. Therefore, 
in the immediate future there would be the need for dialogue between the League 
and National Societies and between National Societies and Governments. (7 ) The 
present collaboration between Red Cross and other Organizations was mutually 
effective and every effort should be made to extend it further in the future.
(8) Young people had placed their confidence in Red Cross and Red Cross must 
for its part make the greatest possible effort to meet the aspiration -of 
youth .

Mr. A. Prager, representative from UNESCO, stressed the value of co
operation between Unesco and the Red Cross World. He reminded the Commission 
that Unesco was initiating programmes against illiteracy, and felt that Red 
Cross youth could help in making this programme a success.

Dr. G. Sicault, representative from UNICEF, supported Red Cross programmes 
of health education and placed particular emphasis on the value of this programme.
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Mrs. J . Sheppard.., Permanent League representative at the United Nation 
Headquarters in Hew York,- reported to the Commission, stressing the value of 
the co-operation between Red Cross and United. -Nations· Agencies, These Agencies were 
extending to the national levels and this provided the possibility of future 
participation in joint programme at this level. Mrs. Sheppard also provided 
a list of United Nations publications concerning youth that would be 
available to Red Cross.

Prom the discussion that followed it was. clear that the work, of the League 
was greatly appreciated by National Societies. Health Education was already 
an important activity of Junior Red Cross in many Societies but it appeared that 
the Health Education Plan recently devised has something to offer to all 
Societies, not only the new Societies.,

This programme could help Educators and Red Cross instructors because 
one of its valuable features was that its approach was practical and not only 
theoretical.

Other significant points on this subject which were highlighted at 
the meeting were:

(1) Health Education programmes must teach people to help themselves and 
solve their own problems.

(2) Young people must not only obtain a sense of responsibility towards, 
themselves but also towards the community as a whole.

(3) Teaching methods must be attractive to youth.

(4) Efforts must be made to bring about continuity batween Junior Red Cross 
and the adult Society

(5) Practical knowledge must be supported by some theoretical knowledge 
particularly in the field of child care and nutrition

(6) Red Cross must pursue through its young members the possibility of 
bringing about universal solidarity by building kindship throughout 
the world.

(7) Because of the shortage of leaders and instructors the League was 
requested to examine this problem within the framework of its present plans.

(8) Training courses, seminars, etc. were a most effective way of developing 
the Junior Red Cross programmes and stimulating interest in Junior Red

• Cross generally,

A resolution was passed on this subject. It appears at the end of 
this report. (Sj/3c/3)

The Commission passed the whole report of the League.

The future work and development of the Red Cross

The Czechoslovakian Red Cross presented a resolution which was passed 
by the Commission (Sj/3d/2)

The Commission passed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, Rapporteur 
and the Secretariat.

/
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The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross

Whereas all professional and auxiliary, military and civilian 
medical personnel should have a thorough knowledge of its rights and 
duties under the 1949 Geneva Conventions,

considering the engagements contracted by the Governments 
which are Parties thereto as regards the Conventions and their dissemination 
(1,47 - II, 48 - III, 127 - IV, 144)

considering the wish of the XVIIth International Conference 
(1948) set forth in its Resolution No LII paragraphs 3-4?

urges the Governments and National Societies of the Red 
Cross, (Red Crescent, Red Sun and Lion) to intensify and coordinate their 
efforts to disseminate the 1949 Geneva Conventions among the medical 
personnel of their country, by introducing this subject in the compulsory 
syllabi of nursing and assistant nurses’ schools, and including it in all 
courses for Red Cross voluntary auxiliaries and first—aiders.
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Conf. ST/3a/5

The XXth International Conference of the Red- Gross,

Considering the importance -6:f- the question of the protection 
of civilian populations in all circumstances.where they are threatened, 
whether it he a question of natural disasters or conflicts of whatever kind.

Reaffirms the mission of the Red Cross, the auxiliary of the 
public authorities, to make its contribution to civil defence tasks,

Considering further the differences in the conception of civil 
defence itself and thereby in the tasks assigned to it as between one 
country and the next,

Recalls that the main role of the Red Cross is to give the 
victims humanitarian assistance,

Considering that circumstances can occur, where only the Red 
Cross would he able to go into action, this being especially due to the 
universal respect in which the Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun 
emblem is held and also to the fact that the R:ea Cross acts within the 
framework of basic principles offering the best guarantees to. all,

Recommends' to Governments and national Societies that in any 
arrangements made for associating the Red Cross with Civil Defence services 
the Red Cross remains at all times able to undertake these, tasks for which 
it is traditionally qualified so that it will be fully ready to play its 
role in cases where it would have'to act on its own,

Considering that the activities of the Red Cross in- the 
field of civil defence could only benefit from the existence of Red 
Cross intervention units enjoying an international status,

Recommends National Societies, the League and the ICRC 
to continue with or undertake all studies enabling progress, in -this 
direction to be made with a view to their immediate implementation 
whenever the necessity arises,
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XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE EBP CROSS

HEALTH, SOCIAL SHEVICE AND YOUTH COMMISSION 
Vienna, 4, 5? 6, 7 October 1965

Item 3 of the Agenda

Cooperation between National Societies and their Governments 

to promote Health and Social Well-being and International

aspects of the Problem

Conf. SJ/3/2

DRAFT RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO RED CROSS

The XXth International Conference,

Conscious of the beneficial results of effective collaboration 
between the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies 
and the United Nations Organisation, its Specialised Agencies and 
other non-governmental international organisations,

Aware of the value and importance of good working partnerships 
between National Red Cross Societies and governmental, health, 
education and welfare agencies, especially in developing countries,

Stresses the need to promote and expand such working partnerships at 
both national and international levels,

Draws the attention of Governments to the role which National 
Societies can play in the, humanitarian ’field in their own 
territories by promoting measures related to the Development 
Programme approved by the Board of Governors of the League in 
Vienna in 1965; and

Recomrnends that National Societies establish and/or extend health, 
education and welfare programmes for youths and adults alike in 
collaboration with governmental and other non-governmental voluntary 
agencies to meet specific needs in developing areas.
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XXth INTERNAL10UAL CONFERENCE OF TIB RED CROSS 

HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE AND YOUTH COMMISSION 

Vienna, 4, 5? 6, 7 October 1965

Item 3b of the Agenda

. CO-OPERATION BETWEEN NATIONAL SOCIETIES AND THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS TO PROMOTE HEALTH AUDIOSOCIAL WELL-BEING 
AND INTERNATIONAL ASPECT OP THE PROBLEM - NURSING

Draft Resolution submitted by the Delegation of Senegal

Conf. Sj/3b/4

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

Considering that "health in the home" instruction aims above all 
at mitigating suffering, preventing illness and promoting health thereby 
furthering the humanitarian principles of' the Red Cross,

Recommends that the Governments of developing countries favour 
the establishment or development at national level, of health in the home 
Instruction to ensure a better development of this instruction, especially 
in rural areas, with the co-operation of their National Societies.
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XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS 
HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE ANp YOUTH COMMISSION

Vienna, 4> 5? 6, 7 October 1965 

Item 3c of the· Agenda

Draft Resolution submitted “by the- Red Gross Societies of the 
Netherlands, German (Fed, Rep.), the United Kingdom, Czechoslovakia 
and Trinidad and Tobago

Conf. SJ/3c/3

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

Having dealt with the question of health, social v/otk, human
itarian law and youth,

Recognising the important comtribution education can make to 
the solution of the problems involved and thereby the importance of the 
Junior Red Cross as an essential element of education and action,

Recalls in this connection the recommendations of the World 
Conference of Educators (Lausanne, August 1963) unanimously adopted by the 
Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross (Geneva, September 1963),

Recognises the contribution made by the Junior Rod Cross to 
the development of new educational and practical;methods, in particular 
in the fields of health education, training of young people in first aid, 
programmes of social welfare assistance and service and the dissemination of the 
Red Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions,

Aware of the important role which the Junior Red Cross can and 
must play in the implementation of the League of Red Cross Societies 
Development Programme,

Welcomes the relations and the co-operation which the League 
has developed with international governmental and non—governmental 
organisations interested in youth questions and the encouraging results 
obtained,

Invites National Red Cross Societies to give more effective 
support and encouragement to the work of their Junior Red Cross 
Sections, notably by giving them specific tasks,

Recommends that governmental authorities, in particular the Educa
tion, Health and Social Service Authorities consider the Junior Red Cross 
as an important factor in the solution of the problems at present facing 
the youth of the whole world, especially in developing countries, and 
further consider the Red Cross and its Junior Sections as a reserve of voluntary 
auxiliaries prepared to give their assistance in actions for the benefit 
of the community.
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Conf. Sj/3d/2

XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED GROSS 
HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE AND YOUTH COMMISSION

Vienna, 4, 5? 6, 7 October 1965 

Item 3a 'of the Agenda

The Future Work and Devoidpment of the Rod Cross 

Draft resolution submitted by the Czechoslovak Bed Cross

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

Considering that the co-operation of the League of Red Cross 
Societies with the World Health Organization has proved profitable for both 
institutions,

Recalls Resolution No.23 of the XIXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross and Resolution No 15 adopted at the XXVIth Session of the 
Board of Governors of the League,

Requests the League to continue to co-ordinate its project planning 
in the future with that of thw World Health Organization and other inter
national specialised agencies, such as UNICEF and UNESCO, in particular with 
regard to the world campaign for universal literacy.

P.4662/mlc


