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DISSEMINATION OF THF' BED CROSS PRINCIPLES

AND THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AMONG YOUTH

The dissemination of the Geneva Conventions, which is 
such an essential task, cannot be undertaken among all the 
sections of the population at once. The Conventions must be 
diffused first and foremost amongst youth.

In this sphere, the Red Cross expects much from young 
people who have a keen sense of justice and can be fired with 
enthusiasm by a fine ideal. They will thus learn not only to 
respect the individual under all circumstances, but also to 
practise mutual assistance and, above all, perhaps to propagate 
the spirit of peace and understanding among the peoples of the 
world.

In accordance with Resolutions No. XXIX and XXX of the' 
XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 1957)? 
the League and the ICRC have examined means of drawing up 
documentation which would facilitate the task of Red Cross 
teachers and instructors in disseminating the Red Cross principles 
and the Geneva Conventions among youth.

The Board of Governors has been kept informed on this 
work which was started at the beginning of 1958 with a consulta
tion of experts in Geneva, Mrs, Warburton, who was then the 
Director of the British Junior Red Cross, and Dr. Fehr, the 
Director of the Junior Red Cross in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, have had a series of talks with ICRC and League 
representatives.

As a result of these discussions, two publications 
were issued jointly by the League and the ICRC; The Illustrated 
Handbook and The Robinson Family6

The Illustrated Handbook which was prepared by the 
ICRC describes the Conventions in detail. It is what might be 
called a "master book" for Red Cross teachers and instructors 
in primary and secondary schools: the Information it gives on 
the Geneva Conventions and on the functioning of the Red Cross 
enables them to answer young people's questions and to give
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an explanation of the major points of the Geneva law in a manner 
appropriate to their age and education.

Since it is hoped that young people will also look 
at this handbook, it has been abundantly illustrated with 
photographs borrowed from the ICRC or the League archives. These 
photographs were preferred to imaginative drawings because they 
prove that the situations described in the Geneva Conventions 
actually took place and may do so again. This handbook was 
printed in French, English and Spanish, but the ICRC and the 
League intended that the same text and illustrations be published in 
as many languages as possible in order to stress the universal 
character of the Red Cross. The two international institutions 
of the Red Cross, therefore, made a gift of the copyright for 
this publication to all National Red Cross Societies.

The "Robinson Family" was written by Mrs. Warburton 
who gave her copyright to the International Red Cross. It is a 
humorously written story which describes a family’s war-time 
experiences. This book is also illustrated and teaches the 
provisions of the Geneva Conventions in a simple and attractive 
manner. It gives practical examples of the protection they 
confer upon war victims.

Until now, only a limited number of copies was printed 
in English. However, as a result of the numerous requests 
addressed to the ICRC and the League, they have issued many more.

As regards higher education, the ICRC has established 
"A Courre ol Hve lec:5onn. on the Geneva Conventions" and has sent it 
to Governments and Lav/ Faculties for their information and with 
the aim of including the Geneva Law in the official instruction 
of international lav/.

To our knowledge, some - although still very few - 
higher education establishments have set up or intend to set up 
a professorship (or organise a seminar) of humanitarian Lav/. It 
should be pointed out that in various countries the study of the 
Geneva Conventions forms an integral part of international lav/ 
courses. The Law Faculty of the University of Geneva has just 
introduced regular courses on humanitarian law.

The "Five Lesson Course" was also sent to all the Red 
Cross Societies, but it should be stressed that it is above all 
intended for their officers and instructors. In principle, young 
people cannot put it to the same use as the two publications 
mentioned above.

Among the activities carried out by National Societies 
in view of disseminating the Geneva Conventions, it should be 
pointed out that the illustrated Handbook of the Geneva Conven
tions mentioned above was translated by the Japanese Red Cross,
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the Finnish Red Cross and the South African Red Cross. The 
Finnish, Japanese and Afrikaans versions have the same cover 
and illustrations as the joint ICRC/League edition.

Moreover, the International Review of the Red Cross 
published an article by Mrs. S. Hashimoto, Director of the 
Japanese Junior Red Cross, entitled "What the Japanese Red Cross 
is doing about disseminating the Geneva Conventions". With the 
concurrence of the ICRC, the League issued an offset of this 
article in the form of a brochure which was widely distributed 
among all Rational Societies in French, English, Spanish and 
German.

It is difficult, of course, to publish articles on all 
the initiatives taken by Rational Societies, but we should like 
to mention that,in i960, the Republic of Korea National Red 
Cross printed a poster on the Geneva Conventions, the Netherlands 
Red Cross Issued a handbook on these documents and, on several 
occasions, the review of the Guatemalan Red Cross included 
articles on the Geneva Conventions.

After organising an exhibition on the Geneva Conven
tions, the Belgian Red Cross devoted the December 1961 edition 
of its review "Jeunesse Servir" to these Conventions, as seen 
and lived by young people.

In 19635 the Belgian Red Cross also reproduced in 
"Jeunesse Servir", the translation and illustrations of "The 
Robinson Family" booklet.

At the World Conference of Educators, meeting in 
Lausanne in August 1963, within the framework of the Red Cross 
Centenary celebrations in Switzerland, a whole day was dedicated 
to "Red Cross responsibility in humanitarian education of youth"., 
This meeting was presided by Mr. J.S. Pictet, Director for 
General Affairs of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
and the principal speech was delivered by Mrs. S. Hashimoto, 
Director of the Japanese Junior Red Cross, who dealt mainly 
with school syllabi in the field of humanitarian education and 
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions among youth.

As a result of this speech and of the discussions 
which ensued, it was suggested that the study of the Geneva 
Conventions be introduced In the syllabi of elementary and 
secondary schools, teachers' training colleges and universities. 
Moreover, the Conventions should be studied together with 
documents such as the "Universal Declaration on Human Rights", 
the "Magna Carta", etc.



One of the recommendations approved by the World 
Conference of Educators and later adopted, as resolutions by the 
Council of Delegates concerns the diffusion of the Geneva 
Conventions, It urges National Societies in particular to obtain 
the advice and assistance of educators with a view to preparing 
information media which will be used for teaching the Geneva 
Conventions to illustrate that humanitarian principles should 
be respected at all times and at all places.

In March 196^, In full agreement with the ICRC, the 
League sent two brochures to National Societies which were 
published respectively by the German Red Cross in the Federal 
Republic and by the Swedish Red Cross. French, English and 
Spanish translations were attached thereto. National Societies 
were kindly requested to communicate the initiatives they had 
taken to accelerate the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions, 
especially among youth.

The achievements of the past should inspire future 
activities which are based on the fundamental belief that the 
Geneva Conventions can fire the imagination of young people, and 
all the more so since they constitute perhaps a unique example 
of a concrete agreement between peoples which does not depend 
on the relations of forces in power but on the respect of the 
individual.

We must try to find links between the demands of 
fellowship in time of war, as stipulated by the Geneva Conven
tions, and the attitude which everyone should have towards his 
own kind in time of peace. It is in this context that the spirit 
of mutual assistance and brotherhood, which the Junior Red Cross 
wants to foster among its members, can be regarded as the best 
way of preparing youth to understand the principles of the Geneva 
Conventions; if children or adolescents are shown how they should 
behave towards their fellowmen in everyday life, they will be 
encouraged to adopt the same attitude in situations resulting 
from war. The leading idea underlying the teaching of the Geneva 
Conventions could be the following motto; "If you still find 
yourself in the midst of war, find ways towards peace".

In view of what has been done in the past to dissemin
ate the Geneva Conventions, suitable measures should now be 
considered for ensuring their wider diffusion in the future. As 
slides are being increasingly used for teaching purposes, it 
would be wise to place these visual media of information at the 
disposal of National Societies¿I)„ Moreover, it would be very 
useful to find means of combining texts and illustrations and

CD The ICRC has issued two series of slides



to create characters whom everyone would recognise and who could 
be used in other ways (films, motion picture cartoons, flannel“ 
graphs),

Apart from the efforts of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies, National 
Societies should be able to count on the support of the teaching 
authorities. Firstly, the principle of including the instruction 
of the Geneva Conventions in school syllabi should be recognised 
Secondly, teachers should be prepared to cive these lessons, 
particularly in liaison with the Red Cross. One of the duties of 
the Junior Red Cross must be to propagate the knowledge of the 
Conventions and not to consider them as a means of propaganda 
for the Junior Red Cross; it is therefore up to each National 
Society to decide the part to be played by the Junior Red Cross 
in promoting the teaching of the Conventions. It is obvious, at 
first glance, that the Junior Red Cross is in a very good posi
tion to support Red Cross action in schools and that educators 
who are the advocates of this movement could make a valuable 
contribution towards diffusing the Red Cross principles and the 
Geneva Conventions among youth.

Such efforts would not encourage young people to waste 
their personal efforts by competing against each other, but 
would teach them how life can be an enriching experience when 
men help one another.


