AUSTRIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY

Uraft Resolution for the XXth International Conference
of the Rod Cross in Vienna 1963
Conf. G/ 2 /1

General Commission
(Item 2 of the provisional agenda "Reports on the action
taken on the Resolutions of the XIXth International Conference
of the Red Cross and of the Council of Delegates at its
session in 1963")

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross having,
from the report of the International Committee of the Red Cross,
taken cognizance of the humanitarian results which have "been
obtained on the basis of Resolution No. 20 of the International
Conferences of Toronto and Now Delhi,
thanks Governments, the International Committee of the
Red Cross and the national Red Cross Societies for their active
participation,
notes that dispersed families to be helped by the above
resolutions have not all yet been able to be reunited,
expresses the wish that all competent Red Cross bodies
and all Governments continue and intensify their efforts in order
to complete this humanitarian action, which serves the cause of
understanding and peace,
recommends that, until such reuniting is realized, human
contacts between members of dispersed families be facilitated,
recommends, furthermore, that national Rod Cross Societies
take action in this sphere as the natural intermediaries with
their competent Governments fo find a solution to this humanita
rian problem and to proceed to have consultations with them,
as well as with the International Committee of the RGd Cross.

Conf. G/ll/2
GENERAL COMMISSION

DRAFT RESOLUTION
presented by the Japanese Red Cross

The XXth International Red Cross Conference,
expresses its deepest anxiety over the situation
in Vietnam whore a great number of people are made
victims of the conflicts,
takes note of and appreciates the actions taken by
the International Committee of the Rod Cross in South
and North Vietnam for the relief of such victims,
sincerely hopes and encourages the ICRC to continue
its relief actions in the future, and
recommends National Red Cross, Red Crescent and
Red Lion and Sun Societies to strongly support and
help relief actions of the ICRC to the best of their
ability.

p. 4544/em

Con.G/ll/3
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Resolution presented "by the German Red Cross in
the German Democratic Republic
DRAFT RESOLUTION
"The Red Cross and Feace"

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross
has taken note with satisfaction and interest of the
Resolution adopted by the Council of Delegates at the
Centenary Congress (Geneva, 1963) "The Red Cross as a
Factor for 'ForId Feace" ;
recalls the numerous peace resolutions such as the one
passed by the XIXth International Conference of the
Red Cross, New Delhi, 1957s i.o.
- "The Red Cross as a Factor for World Peace", in
which all governments are exhorted "to neglect
no endeavour to settle their disputes in a pacific
manner and in all their acts to obey the ideal
of human fellowship and the humanitarian principles
recognized by all nations";
welcomes all efforts made on a governmental level to
eliminate threats of armed conflicts by disarmament
measures, by banning nuclear and other mass destruction
weapons and by other peaceful means;
warmly approves the decreased radioactivity at throe
levels resulting from the Moscow Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,
with the ensuing diminished risk to health;
expresses increased concern at the repeated and continuing
aggressive military actions against the right to selfdetermination of all peoples;
urges the settlement of existing disputes in a pacific
manner, the continuation of all efforts to obtain a treaty
on the complete ban of all nuclear tests and mass destruction
weapons and the pursuance with energy and endurance of all
endeavours to achieve general disarmament;
reaffirms these tenets;
resolves that they be accepted by all as binding
principles for humanitarian action;
hereby authorizes the ICRG to keep in constant touch
with the United Nations and to do everything in its
power to prevent or quickly settle any armed conflict
as well as to approach and agree with the Governments
involved on appropriate measures to be taken.

P.4543/jr

Conf. G/ll/4

XXth XNTERMTIO M L CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

G3K-R..L CCMMI5SI0H
Vienna, 4,

7 October 19^5

Item 11 of the Agenda

The Red Cross As A Factor In VorId Peace
Draft Resolution submitted by the
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of H.S.S.R.

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
being deeply concerned that as a result of the American air raids
to the peaceful villages and towns of Viet-Nam, employment of chemical
and poisonous substances thousands of innocent children, women and the
aged were killed and wounded, damage was caused to the crops, many medical
institutions, schools and dwelling houses were destroyed;
drawing special attention to the aross violations bv the United
States of the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 lor the protection of
the victims of war which they as other participating Parties have under
taken to observe,

1.

Resolutely condemns these actions as being in gross violation of the
fundamental principles of the Humanitarian law and humanity,

2.

Calls upon all governments to observe strictly the Geneva Conventions
of the Red Cross.

p/4591/NR

Conf. G/ll/5

XXth INTERN .TICUAI CONFERENCE CF THE ELP CROSS
GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4, 5> 6, 7 October 1965
Item II of the Agenda

The Bed. Cross as a Factor in World Peace
(Draft Resolution submitted by the Hungarian Red Cross)
Introduction
In the world situation of today where any conflict or danger of war
is a potential danger of international conflict or nuclear war, the concerted
efforts of the Red Cross in the struggle to safeguard pee.ce among the nations
should be more resolute than ever. We all know that peace is constantly
threatened so long as total and general disarmament is not effected through
out the world.
Draft Resolution
The Hungarian Red Cross, having studied attentively the reports by the
League and the International Committee of the Red Cross, their opinions on
measures which the Red Cross may undertake to promote peace, as well as the
many valuable ideas advanced by several National Societies, recommends;
-

that for the next session of the Board of Governors the league draw
up a report on what has been done by the international organisations
of the Red Cross and by each National Society for the widest possible
circulation of resolutions of this nature so far accepted with a view
to promoting the idea of peace,

-

that each National Society which so desires be represented by its
delegates at the round-table conference proposed by the ICRC,

-

that before convening the round-table conference the ICRC obtain
opinions and proposals from each National Society and that the
round-table conference be guided by the material thus assembled.

P. 4593 /NR

Conf./G/ll/6
XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSI Off
Vienna, 4> 5, 6, 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda
The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace
Draft Resolution submitted by the Czechoslovak Red Cross
The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Having noted with satisfaction the resolution on "The Red Cross
as a Factor in World Peace" adopted by the Council of Delegates at
the Centenary Congress at Geneva in 1963,
Recalls its own resolutions on the same subject edppted by the
XIXth International Conference vf the Red Cross in New Delhi,
Welcomes the efforts made by various Governments ’with a view to
eliminating the danger of armed conflicts through disarmament and the
prohibition of mass destruction weapons, and in particular welcomes
the Moscow Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,
Expresses its deep concern at the repeated military actions
jeopardizing the right to self-determination of all peoples,
Invites participants to settle international differences through
negotiations in the spirit of international law,
Urges the continuation of efforts aimed at the conclusion of an
agreement on the banning of all nuclear tests as well as one on general
and total disarmament.

P. 4596/em

Conf. G/ll/7

' XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF-.THE .BED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4, 5> 6, 7 October 1965
Item II of the Agenda

The Red Cross as a Factor in World. Feace
Draft Resolution submitted by the Hellenic Bed Cross
The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Recalling Resolution No. XXXVII adopted at the XIXth International
Conference of the Red Cross (New Delhi^ 1957)? in which Governments were
exhorted in all their acts to obey the ideal of human fellowship and the
humanitarian principles recognized by all nations,
Confirming that the Red Cross aims to promote mutual international
understanding and friendship between all countries by ensuring respect for
the human being,
Considering that the ideal of world peace as the moral objective of
the efforts of all nations can be achieved if these efforts are made with
faith and perseverance despite the fact that this is a long-term under
taking,
Av/are of the fact that one of the most effective means of attaining the
ideal of peace in the world is the "humanisation" of peoples in accordance
with the motto "Fer humanitatem ad pacem",
Declaring that the humanisation of peoples cannot be effected without
civic education of the masses in the spirit of international mutual
understanding and human solidarity, this applying above all to the rising
generations of the countries of the whole world, namely those who will hold
the destinies of tomorrow in their hands,
Considering that the level of civilisation of countries is determined
by the degree of respect shown by each individual to his neighbour and by
each nation to the international community,
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Expresses the wish that Governments conclude an Universal Cultural
Convention, in which they would undertake to initiate appropriate action
to ensure the civic education of the younger generations within educational
establishments at all levels - higher, secondary and primary - with the
aim of making people realize that men just like States do not only have
rights hut also fundamental duties to respact, and make respected, the
dignity of the human being as well as to contribute to the improvement of
living conditions by every means of moral and material solidarity.

P.46 O8/NR

Conf. G/ll/8

XXth INTlRlh-TIC' AL CONFERENCE OF TH..: RES CROSS

GEN' jHa I CCMLISSION
Vienna, 4> 5? 6,. 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda
The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace
Resolution presented by the Philippine Red Cross

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Noting with satisfaction the unceasing efforts that the Red Cross has
been exerting towards the maintenance of peace as the most effective measure
to prevent human suffering.
Urges the participants to place this Conference on record as expressing
itself in favour of the renunciation of war as an instrument of national
policy, and
Asks the International Committee of the Red Cross to submit this
declaration to the Governments of the Red Cress, Red Crescent and Red
lion and Sun societies for possible adoption as part of their fundamental
laws.

P.4620/NR

Conf. G/ll/9
XXth INTERNATIONAL CüNFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4? 5? 6, 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda

The Red Cross as a ¿'actor in World Peace
DRAFT RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY THE POLISH RED CROSS

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Reaffirming the conviction expressed by previous Conferences, in
particular that the Red Cross should fight with all means available
tu it against war and thus prevent suffering, the mitigation of which
is its main objective,
Considering that at the present time the Red Cross should endeavour
to seek all points where it could give the support of its moral
strength and prestige to efforts aimed at eliminating the threat to
world peace,
Appeals to Governments to continue with their endeavours to gain
acceptance for the principle of settling differences between States
by peaceful solutions and to proceed to general and complete dis
armament as well as to undertake discussions of all proposals
facilitating the attainment of these objectives such as partial
measures (including the creation of nuclear free zones and the
freezing of the present state of nuclear armaments), which would make
an important contribution to the lessening of tension and the estab
lishment of international understanding and lasting peace, thus
meeting one of the deepest 'wishes of mankind.

P.4624/ip

Conf. G/ll/10

XXth IKTDR11A.TIORAL CONFERENCE OF THIS RED CROSS

GENERAL C01,-MISSI OH
Viennas 4, 5, 6, 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda

"The Role of the Red Cross and World Peace"

Draft Resolution submitted by the US Government
and Red Cross Delegations
The XXth Conference of the International Red Cross,
Recalling Resolution No. 37 adopted et the XIXth
International Conference of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 1957)
and Resolution No. 23 adopted by the Council of Delegates
at the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross
(Geneva 1963)5
Expressing its deep anxiety that armed conflicts in
various parts of the world are continuing to take their toll
among large numbers of people
Further expressing its gratification over the efforts
being made in various quarters to bring these conflicts to a
peaceful solution
Further expressing its appreciation for the efforts of
the ICRC, the League of Red Cross Societies, the national Societies
and governments for the amelioration of suffering,
Urges the ICRC, the league, the national societies, and
governments to redouble their efforts with a view to the universal
and scrupulous application of the Geneva Conventions in all armed
conflicts in a spirit of humanity,
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Further expresses the earnest hope that any armed con·
flicts will speedily he brought to a peaceful end ensuring
the freedom and independence of all peoples.

P.4628/cmd

Conf. G/ll/ll

XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4, 5? 6, 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda

The Red. Cross as a Factor in World Peace
Draft Resolution submitted by the Indonesian Red Cross

The XXth International Conference,
noting with appreciation the continuous attempts of the
International Committee in its efforts to prevent war,
"being aware of the fact that prevention of war only does
not imply the elimination of the causes and roots of war,
talcing into consideration that war can never he prevented
as long as there is one or more nations which intend to exploit
other nation(s) purposefully, or impose their will upon others,
urges the International Committee to set up a body within
the International Committee itself which shall trace and investigate
the causes of war and which shall have to approach the conflicting
countries so that they may come together and find a peaceful
solution.

P.4638/gj

G/ll/12

Draft Resolution
Red Cross as à factor of Peace in the World

The XXth International

Conference of the Red Cross,

noting with satisfaction the resolution entitled "The Red Cross
as a factor ;of peace in the world" adopted by the Board of Governors at the
Geneva Centenary Congress in 1963
·.·.■■.-i.
- - recalls Resolutions previously adopted in this connection, particular
ly by the XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross in New Delhi,
- welcomes the efforts made by various governments to eliminate the
danger of armed conflicts- through disarmament and the prohibition of
weapons of mass destruction and, in particular, by the conclusion of, the
Moscow nuclear test ban treaty,

(alternative:
- welcomes the efforts made by various governments to eliminate the
danger of armed ccnflicts through disarmament and, in particular, through
the conclusion of the 1963 treaty for the ban on the testing of nuclear
weapons and also the 1 9 0 Resolution of the UN General Assembly prescribing
the presence of weapons of mass destruction in space.)
- expresses its profound anxiety with regard to the suffering inflicted
on the populations of a large number of countries where armed conflicts
are being waged,
further expresses its profound disquiet in view of the repeated
resort to violence which it deprecates and which threatens the independence
and the right to self determination of the people,
urges all governments to settle their international disputes by
peaceful means in the spirit of (alternative: laws and customs) inter
national law,
appeals to all governments to pursue their efforts to reach
agreement on the ban of all nuclear weapon tests and on general and
complete disarmament under international control,

G/ll/12
- 2 -

(possible addition; as well as to take such steps as the establish
ment of denuclearized zones and the restriction of nuclear weapons to their
present level)
(alternative;
this objective)

and to take any other measures intended to achieve

encourages the International Committee of the Bed Cross to under
take, in constant liaison with the United Nations Organization and in
keeping with its humanitarian mission, every effort likely to contribute
to the prevention or settlement of.armed conflicts, and to participate,
in agreement with the States concerned, in any appropriate measures to
this end,
(alternative: earnestly invites the ICBC,'the League, the
National Societies and Governments to redouble their efforts in a humani
tarian spirit to achieve universal and scrupulous application of the
Geneva Conventions in all armed conflicts)
expresses the most sincere hope that all armed conflicts will soon
be settled peacefully in a manner which will ensure liberty and independ
ence for all peoples.
(possible addition: requests governments to foregowar as an
instrument of international politics).

Conf. g /11/13

XXth INTCRNA'TIOXRL OONFERENCE OF THE BED GROSS

GLOBAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4? 5, 6, 7 October 1965
Item 11 of the Agenda

THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR OF PEACE IN THE WORLD

(Draft Resolution submitted, by the German Red. Cross Society
in the German Democratic Republic! the delegation of the
Government of the United States and the American National
Red Cr,ss| the Red Cross Societies of Greece, Hungary, Japan,
the Phili;pines, Poland, Czechoslovakia and the Alliance of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR).
The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
noting with satisfaction the Resolution entitled "The Red Cross
as a factor of peace in the world" adopted by the Council Delegates at the
Geneva Congress in 1963?
recalling Resolutions previously adopted in this field particularly
by the XIXth international Red Cross Conference in New Delhi,
welcomes the efforts made by various governments to eliminate
the danger of armed conflicts through disarmement and, in particular, through
the conclusion of the 1963 Treaty for the ban on the testing of nuclear
weapons and also the I963 Resolution of the UN General Assembly banning the
stationing of weapons of mass destruction in outer space,
expresses its profound anxiety with regard to the suffering inflicted
on the populations of a number of countries where armed conflicts are being
waged,
further expresses its deep concern at-and deplores the repeated
use of force directed against the independence and the right to self
determination of all peoples,
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urges all Governments to settle their international disputes by
peaceful means in the spirit of international law,
appeals to all Governments to persue their efforts to reach
agreement on the ban of all nuclear weapon tests and on general and complete
desarmement under effective international control as well as to take such
partial measures as the establishment of nuclear free zones and agreements
for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
encourages the International Committee of the Red Cross to
undertake, in constant liaison with the United Nations Organization and
within the framework of its humanitarian mission, every effort likely ¿0
contribute to the prevention or settlement of possible armed conflicts,
and to be associated, in agreement with the States concerned, with any
appropriate measures to this end,
urges the ICRC, the League, the National Societies and Governments
to redquble their efforts with a view to the universal and scrupulous
application, in a spirit of humanity, of the Geneva Conventions, in all
armed conflicts,
expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the ICRC, the
League, the national Red Cross Societies and Governments for the
alleviation of suffering, and encourages these organizations to continue
such efforts in the future.

P.4647/ei1c

Conf. G/1 5 /3

XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION

Vienna, 4, 5, 6, 7 October 1965
Item 15 of th.e Agenda

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS
(Document presented by the Yugoslav Red Cross)

The Twentieth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Bearing in mind that the International Relief Actions constitute
one of the most important fields of activity of the Red Cross both on
national and international plane,
Recognizing that the relief actions are an expression of the
strengthening of the international solidarity in carrying out the
humanitarian tasks,
Considering that the extending of relief strengthens the friendly
relations among peoples which, undoubtedly, contributes to the safeguarding
and consolidation of peace and security in the world,
Taking into account- the nterest and understanding of many inter
national organizations for the further development of International Relief
Actions and their readiness for mutual cooperation,
Noting further the great understanding and interest of the United
Nations in the solving of the problems of International Relief Actions as
well as the readiness of the United Nations to cooperate in the further
promotion of relief actions with the International Red Cross,
Recalls that experiences gained so far, which are the result of
diverse .activities, and successes achieved, point to the vast possibilities
of the development of International Relief Actions;
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Recomends the undertaking of timely planning of relief actions
in all countries with a corresponding coordination on the national plane
between the Government and other interested national organizations,
clearly defining the tasks and responsibilities of individual bodies;
Calls upon the League of Red Cross Societies, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, as well as national organizations of the Red
Cross which particularly have had the experience in relief actions, to
examine the possibilities of revising the Principles of Relief Actions
adopted in Oslo and the Rules for the Implementation of the International
Relief Actions, and to prepare, as soon as possible, and not later than
the next International Conference of the Red Cross, the proposal of the
new Principles of the International Relief Actions and the Rules for the
Implementation of the International Relief Actions.

APPENDIX TO THE RESOLUTION 11INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ACTIONS11

The International Red Cross, in. carrying out its humanitarian
tasks, has developed, in the course of the last few years in particular,
the activity in rel'ief actions. The International Relief Actions have
thus become one of the most important fields of activity within the
framework of diverse humanitarian activities of the International Red
Cross and of national organisations of the Red Cross. It is a fact
that such an activity has to a greater extent asserted the International
Red Cross as a factor of peace, of developemt of friendly relations
among peoples and of international solidarity and has contributed to the
strengthening of the prestige of the Red Cross as an outstanding human
itarian organisation.
Relief actions are undertaken when the proportions of mass
sufferings are such as to call for great efforts on the part of afflicted
countries. In question are various kinds of disasters affecting unexpectedly
a great number of persons, such as natural calamities, fires, epidemics,
consequences of armed conflicts, etc.
Organising' of relief with a view to alleviating the consequences
of disasters is a very complex and specific task and it cannot be envisaged
without a broader international action. The question of relief is undoubt
edly a moral obligation; therefore, such relief is considered an expression
of solidarity and sympathy with the afflicted country and its people.
The extending of assistance constitutes essentially a humanitarian
activity so that the afflicted country accepting a certain kind of relief
does so primarily in the interest of victims of disaster, since it is not
able to provide relief in such an unexpected situation independently. Bearing
in mind all the above-mentioned elements, it cannot be considered that the
granting of relief with the approval of the afflicted country represents an
inadmissible interference in the internal affairs of the recipient country
either by certain donor countries or by international organisations. However,
any abuse or possible posing of any conditions on extending assistance is
not only contrary to the international law but can be considered, in more
difficult situations, as a serious infringement of the rules of the inter
national humanitarian law, in particular of the Geneva Conventions.
The distribution of relief should.be executed in such a way as to
secure full equality of the victims of disaster, i.e. prevent any kind of
discrimination based on race, colour, political opinion and other similar
criteria. However, in the distribution of assistance priorities should be
given based on medical and social criteria.

in mind

The Central Committee of the Yugoslav Red Cross, having
its modest experiences in the organisation and all-round
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cooperation in relief actions, primarily with the International
Red Cross, and desiring to contribute to the further development and
improvement of the organisation of relief actions, proposes some basic
elements concerning the implementation of the International Relief Actions,
as well as of tasks directly related to the International Red Cross.

Proposal concerning the implementation of the'
International Relief Actions
1. In carrying out the International Relief Actions, the organ
isations of the Red Cross should direct their activity in particular toward
the securing of the basic conditions indispensable for protecting life and
health, immediately after the disaster (food, accomodation, prevention of
epidemics, clothes, etc.), in view of the fact that such type of relief is
not provided adequately by other organisations. This does not exclude the
possibility of extending other kinds of assistance.
2. Organisations granting relief systematically should from time
to time examine the possibility of taking measures to increase the volume
of assistance so that it could meet the needs to a greater extent.

3. The donor can :extend relief as a general relief or as relief
intended for special purposes, i.e. for the benefit of a group of persons;
if such relief is accepted it can be used only for purposes for which it was
intended. It can be diverted to othar uses only'with the prior approval of
the donor. Exceptionally, in emergencies, if relief given for specific
purposes could be essential to the afflicted, and if it is reasonable to
expect that the donor will not object, the relief may be used for other
purposes than originally intended, with the provision that the consent of
the donor will be requested subsequently.
4. As a rule the relief is extended in the form and volume in
which it was requested. It is necessary, therefore, to establish, as soon
as possible and objectively, the most important needs of the afflicted and
urgently inform thereof those organizations which are considered capable
of granting such kind of relief.
5. Organizations granting relief systematically should establish
tentative criteria and norms for various situations according to which the
order of priority for extending relief shall be determined and respect of

i

- 3 the principle of harmony between the needs and the relief secured bearing
in mind the general needs for the International Relief Actions.
6.
Donors and those bodies recognized as coordinators and
intermediaries are entitled to receive reports and to have an insight
into the distribution -i„e. whether the distribution is carried out in
keeping with the wishes of the donor. The donors may send their repre
sentative to inspect the distribution if the recipient country agrees;
he will discharge his duties in cooperation with the competent repre
sentatives of the recipient country. Thereby the right of the afflicted
country to distribute relief by itself is in no way violated. Direct
distribution or control by the donor or the authorized body may be done
only if warranted by special circumstances, in the absence of an effective
national body, and with the approval of the recipient country.
7. The recipient country is obliged, if it is granted foreign
aid, to exert maximum effort to assist its victims as by doing so it
becomes morally qualified to receive assistance,
8. Organizations participating in the International Relief
Actions should request, seek for and make use of the facilities and free
transport or reduction in transportation as we 1.1 as priority in sending
news or transporting relief goods and materials, from transport organ
izations or establisments dealing with transportation and communications.
9. On the international plane it is of particular importance to
develop close cooperation and coordination of activities between various
bodies, participating in the International Relief Actions, so as to avoid
waste of resources and to ensure effective relief. Such cooperation should
be developed not only at the timé of action but should be planned in
advance.
10. Of primary importance is the planning and carrying out of
cooperation and coordination of all bodies participating in the discharging
of the International Relief Actions on the national plane, in the donor
country, country of transit and recipient country, and the securing of the
adoption of uniform decisions on the national plane.
11. The success of the International Relief Actions could be
grately enhanced if basic elements of such actions are planned in advance.
Planning should be made on international and national planes and it could
include : planning of possible requirements depending upon the categories
of disasters; standardization of the categories of relief and setting up

I
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of bodies capable of granting relief in every individual category;
planning and carrying out of the International Relief Actions; planning
of personnel, resources of materials, in particular, by way of establishing
special funds for the International Relief Actions, etc.
12.
As a rule the International Re-li-ef Actions include relief
granted as a gift to the afflicted·.. In addition, the International Relief
Actions may use and include also the means and materials for which the
recipient country or the organization participating in the International
Relief Actions has to make compensation.

Special Tasks of the International Relief Actions
1. The execution of the International Relief Actions consti
tutes a basic task of the Red Cross. Consequently, all national and
international organizations of the Red Cross should be well prepared for
such actions in advance.
2. On the national plane, the national body responsible for the
coordination and execution of the International Relief Actions should
include also the national organisation of the Red Cross.
3.
Specific role of the International Red Cross, in the
International Relief Actions, as an organisation specialised for such
actions, has been recognised by the United Nations and other international
bodies and in certain cases the role of the International Red Cross in
relief actions has been defined. The Red Cross should endeavour to play
its role effectively and successfully.

4. The division of competences between national organisations,
the League and the International Committee is determined by the corres
ponding provisions of the Statute of the International Red Cross and other
documents adopted at the meetings of the International Relief Actions. The
established competences can be changed, if necessary, bearing always in
mind the interest of the afflicted persons in receiving the greatest, the
best and the most efficient assistance possible. Joint actions of the
League and the International Committee should be encouraged wherever the
need arises.
5. The execution of the International Relief Actions requires
a special international mechanism within the International Red Cross which
should be constantly improved.
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6.
On the National plane, the national organisation is usually
the initiator of relief actions. If there is no such organisation or if
it is not capable of undertaking actions, the League or the International
Committee should take initiative, especially in armed conflicts.
7. The organisations of the Red Cross should coordinate their
activity with the United Nations, governments, governmental and non-govern
mental organisations. Such co-ordination should exist at the time of relief
action and it should be also determined and regulated in advance.
8. The League of the Red Cross Societies adopts the rules of
the International Relief Actions in conformity with the proposed resolution.

P. 4.112/yb/25.8.1965

Conf. G/15/4
xx-fch INTcEihxTIOIAL ccr? 7 i r c

CP TET e l d c r o ss

G. i; R a L CCilMISSIiN
Vienna, 4? 5? 6, 7 October 1965
Item 15 of the Agenda

INTERNATIONAL ‘0 LI P ACTIONS
(proposal by the Yugoslav Red Cross)
- new draft, replaces document Conf.G/15/3

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Bearing in mind the experience of National Red Cross Societies, the
League of Red Cross Societies and the International Committee of the Red
Cross in the field of international relief actions, oh the national and
international plane, and the fact that these actions constitute one of
the most important fields of activity of the Red Cross,
Recalling the resolutions adopted by International Conferences of the
Red Cross and the resolution adopted by the Board of Governors of the
League in Oslo in 1954 concerning relief actions,
Taking note of the report submitted and discussion held at the XXth
International Conference,
Recognising that the relief actions arc an expression of the inter
national solidarity and that the extending o' relief strenghthens the
friendly relations among peoples and thus contributes to the consolid
ation of world peace.
Recommends that these principles be revised and brought up to date
in the light of the Red Cross basic principles and the experience gained,
and that they be assembled in a Charter of Relief Principles and Rules,
Requests the League of Red Cross Societies and the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross to study this Charter in collaboration with Nat
ional Societies and to submit a proposal to the next International Con
ference.
R-4594/jr

Conf. G/15/5

XXth PITSRNATICRAI. CORIUsREHCB OF THE'RES'CROSS

GENERAL CCMI'ISSION
Vienna,

4, 5? 6, 7 October 19^5

Item 15 of the Agenda
International Relief Actions

Resolution presented by the League of Red Cross Societies

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having taken note of the report presented by the Secretary General of
the United Rations to the General assembly at its twentieth session on
assistance in cases of natural disaster as well as of the resolution adoptcù
on this subject by the Economic and Social Council at its thirty-ninth
session;
expi-esses its sa/tisfaction at the interest taken by the United Rations
Organisation in this question and at its desire to co-operate with non
governmental organisations, and in particular the Red Cross, in reducing the
distress caused by natural disasters;
assures the United Rations Organisation of the support of National
Societies and the international bodies of the Red Cross and of their
intention to step up still further their actions of mutual aid;
underlines the importance of disaster relief planning as well as the
necessity, at the national level, of centralising the management of relief,
Oj erations and co-ordinating on the spot the efforts made by the Government,
Red Cross Society and national or international organisations to help the
disaster victims;
invites Governments and National Societies to take the necessary steps
for this purpose as a matter of urgency;

2 -

asks the league Secretariat to maintain its contacts with the United
Nations Organisation and its Specialized Agencies in the field of inter
national relief, to continue to encourage and assist National Societies in
their organisation and preparedness for relief actions, in particular by
providing the necessary technicians, giving them the benefit of the
experience of their sister Societies and contributing to the training and
preparation of their personnel»

P.4612/NR

XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna, 4, 5i 6, 7 October 1965

Resolution submitted by the Israel Government

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross
Having noted the declaration of the Red Shield of David Society
of Israel regarding its status
Recommends that the League, in cooperation with the International
Committee of the Red Cross should study the problem more closely in
order to find a form of affiliation of this organization to the League
of the Red Cross Societies.
The result of this study should be submitted to the proper organs
of the League at the earliest possible opportunity and not later than to
the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross.

P . 4650 / NR
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XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS
Vienna, 2nd - 9th October 1965

GENERAL COMMISSION

Item 14 of the Provisional Agenda

RED CROSS RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

REDUCTION OF TELECOMMUNICATION RATES
IN TIME OF DISASTER OR OTHER EMERGENCIES

1.

May we remind you that the item entitled "Reduction of cable charges
for Red Cross communications in time of disaster or during emergency
situations", proposed by the Danish Red Cross, appeared as item 14
of the Agenda of the 26th Session of the Board of Governors in Prague,
1961.

2.

The 26th Session of the Board of Governors, however, referred this
subject to the Disaster Relief Advisory Committee for examination, the
results of which had to be reported to the League Executive Committee.

3.

The Disaster Relief Advisory Committee at its 2nd Session in 1962,
considered question carefully. It came to the conclusion that Resolution
No. XL, point b, adopted by the 17 th International Conference of the
Red Cross at Stockholm in 1948, which appealed to governments to grant
"special facilities for the transmission of Rad Cross correspondence",
is so general that it doea not offer sufficient guarantee of success
for an intervention with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU)
on this subject, Therefore, the Committee made Recommendation No, 4 ,
adopted in the form of Resolution No. 9, by the 82nd Session of the
Executive Committee in 1962, which reads:
"Reduction of Telecommunication Expenses
The Executive Committee,
Noting that the necessity for primpt action of the Red
Cross in the event of disaster obliges National Societies and
the League Secretariat to have increasing recourse to telephone,
<?able and telex services,
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Deems it advisable to seek priority and. a reduced tariff for
telephonic, telegraphic and telex messages by the Red Cross in time
of disaster,
Recommends that this question be placed on the Agenda of the
next International Conference of the Red Cross for discussion with
the competent telecommunication bodies,"

4.

The study undertaken on this item of the Agenda by the League Secretariat
has brought to light that the International Telecommunication
Conventions - and in particular the "Telegraph Regulations" annexed to
the International Telecommunication Convention (Buenos Aires, 1952) grant facilities for the four following categories:
-

Telegrams relating to the safety of life,

-

Government telegrams,

-

Telegrams concerning persons protected in time of war by the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

-

Press telegrams.

The facilities with regard to these categories of telegrams are as
follows:
5·

Telegrams relating to the safety of life, called in short£?/H telegrams,
are for cases of exceptional emergency, which are obviously of general
interest $ Into this category fall telegrams relating to the safety of
life on land, at sea or in the air, and exceptionally urgent epidemiological
telegrams of the World Health Organisation.
SVH telegrams have absolute priority over all other telegrams. Although
the charge is the s.ame as that for an ordinary telegram, administrations
or recognised private operating agencies may agree between themselves to
forego the charge or to apply reduced c h a r g e s (Article 61, points 605
te 61,5 of the Telegraph Regulations).

6.

Government telegrams, with or without priority indication, are charged
for as ordinary private telegrams in the absence or private arrangements
or regional agreements concluded under Article 41 and 42 of the Conven
tion (Article 62, point 629 of the Telegraph Regulations),

7.

Telegrams concerning persons protected in time of war by the Geneva
' Conventions of 12 August 1949 bear the indication RCT (Red Cross Telegrams).
When sent as ordinary telegrams there is a reduction of 7Uf°y whereas if
they are urgent they are charged at the ordinary private telegram rate
(Article 64 of the Telegraph Regulations).

8.

Press telegrams "ehjoy a special reduced rate" (Article 65 , point 652
of the Telegraph Regulations). The terminal and transit rates applicable
to ordinary press telegrams are those of ordinary private telegrams
reduced by 50 per cent in the European system and by 66 2/5 per cent in
other relations. The. charge per word to.be collected for an urgent press
telegram is the same as the charge per. word collected for.^n ordinary
private telegram over the same route (Article 6 7 , points 67O and 6jl of
the Telegraph Regulations).
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10.

It emerges from these Conventions that the Red Cross does not benefit
from any facility for its humanitarian action IN PEACETIME in the event
of disasters or emergency situations.
The vocation of the Red Cross is to come to the assistance of all those
in distress in times of catastrophe and emergency (conflicts, natural
disasters, epidemics, influx of refugees). This role pursued through
now more than a hundred years was reaffirmed in Resolution II adopted
at the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross (Geneva,
September 1963 ). In his report to the General Assembly (January 1965 ),
the Secretary General of the United Nations stressed that the League
should continue to assume major responsibility for the provision and co
ordination of emergency aid (Document A/ 5845 ),

11. The effectiveness of the Red Cross lies basically in the SPEED of its
intervention. Governments have understood this very well. Pursuant to
resolutions adopted at International Conferences of the Red Cross they
have given this Institution the benefit of wide facilities covering the
following points: travel of an visas for delegates, transmission of
correspondence, transfer of funds, free transport for relief supplies,
exemption from customs duties on such supplies and from all taxes on
fund drives,
12. This speed of intervention obliges the Red Cross to use the most direct
means of communication and transmission: telegrams, telex and telephone.
As a result, large expenses of this kind have been involved in each
relief operation. For example during one year, for 20 relief actions,
the League spent about Sw.Fr. 50>000 for cable and telex messages sent from
Geneva. During the same time and for tho same actions National Societies
surely spent at least the same sum for their messages to Geneva.
These expenses are rather heavy for the Red Cross and must be taken out
of Red Cross funds which should go to assist the victims,.
13. It is therefore desirable that the XXth International Conference of the
Red Cross should pass a Resolution requesting the Plenipotentiary
Conference of the ITU to grant Red Cross in time of disaster or during
emergencies the following concessions:
that the Red Cross, in emergency, when using telephone "Distress
oall" which gives priority at the ordinary rate, be granted free
or reduced rate,
that the Red Cross when sending "emergency" telexes obtains fres
or reduced rates and
that the Plenipotentiary Conference be asked to examine whether a
new category of telegrams should be created for the Red Cross in
emergency situations or whether it should recommend to governments
that they follow up point 615 of Article 6l of the Telegraph
Regulations with regard to the Red Cross, This means recommending
that the governments agree between themselves to ^orego the
charges or to apply reduced charges to SVH telegrams when
sent by the Red Cross,
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14.

If the Resolution of the International Conference of the Red Cross .
is made in time it may be submitted by a government, member of the
ITU, to the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU, which will take
place in September/October this year in Montreux, If this opportunity
is lost the next ITU Conference will probably only take place 6 to 7
years later«

P.4081/11.8.65/mlc

Conf. G/14/3
XXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 'TEE RED CROSS

GENERAL COIMISSION
Vienna. 4> 5.· 6, 7 October 1965
Item 14 of the Agenda
Red Cross Radio Communications

Draft Resolution presented by the
Tunisian Red Crescent
The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
noting that the need for quick Red Cross intervention in time of
conflict or disaster obliges National Societies, the International
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies to
use the telephone, cable and telex to an increasing extent;
regretting that the expenses of these communications diminish
the already insufficient resources available to Red Cross organisations
for aid to conflict and disaster victims;
considers that the telecommunications of National Societies and
the international institutions of the Red Cross should in these
emergency situations benefit from priority and as low a tariff as
possible ;
asks the ICRC and the League Secretariat to make continued efforts
in this direction, in particular by approaching the International Tele
communications Union;
requests National Societies to study with the official or private
telecommunications organisations of their countries to obtain such
facilities ;
invites Governments to support the implementation of the present
resolution.

P.46l9/gj

Conf. 0/14/4
XXth IN TEEN ATIONAL CONFERENCE OP THE RED CROSS

GENERAL COMMISSION
Vienna,

4, 5> 6, 7 October 19 65

Item 14 of the Agenda

Red Cross Radio Communications
Joint Draft resolution submitted by the delegations of
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden.

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having considered the question of the reduction of telecommunica
tion rates for the Red Cross in oases of disaster or other emergencies,
recommends that Governments consider appropriate ways and means
by which the costs of the Red Cross for telecommunications in such
emergencies could be reduced or compensated.

P .4621/gj

Conf. G/14/5

XXth International Conference of the Red Cross

General Commission
Vienna, 4,5?6, 7 October

1965

Item 14 of the Agenda
RED CROSS RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

Draft Resolution submitted by the International Committee
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Having taken note of the report presented by the
International Committee of the Red Cross and the League
of Rod Cross Societies on the subject of the establish
ment of a Red Cross radio communication network,
Notes with satisfaction the results already obtained
and invites the two international Institutions and National
Societies to continue their efforts in this field,
Expresses to the Plenipotentiary Conference of the
International Telecommunications Union at present meeting in
Montreux, to the Governments members of the Union and the
Secretariat of the Union its sincere gratitude for the
facilities already granted and the help given, and
Expresses the wish that they will continue to co-operate
in the establishment of the Red Cross international emergency
radio communication network.

P.4622/cmd

