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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE FINANCING OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

When the Council of Delegates met in Geneva in August/ 
September 1963., the Commission - set up by the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross at Stockholm in 1948 and renewed by the 
XVIIIth and XIXth International Conferences of the Red Cross in 1954 and 
1957 - submitted a report on its work in the course of the years 1958 to 
1962; this may be summarized as follows ;

The XIXth International Conference in 19 57 resolved that 
the National Societies of India, Mexico, the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom and Czechoslovakia, should be represented on this new Commission

Every session was attended by ICRC representatives who 
regularly gave the Commission the information necessary for its proceedings

The Commission, whose membership has not changed since 
its appointment, is presided over by Mr, A. van Emden, Director General 
of the Netherlands Red Cross. Within its terms of reference, it has exa
mined results achieved and endeavoured to take appropriate steps in order 
to improve the ICRC's finance.

At its meeting on September 2 5, 1959, the Commission 
considered that from 1960 onwards the National Societies should agree to 
pay the ICRC contributions equivalent to half the sums which they are 
requested to pay to the League for that institution's own finance. This 
procedure has been followed since that time and the Commission has noted 
with satisfaction that year after year the number of contributing National 
Societies and the amount of their payments has been increasing, as can 
be seen from the table shown in Annex I.

On the occasion of the Centenary Year (1963), the Commission 
suggested that National Societies might add to their annual contributions an 
extra amount to mark the Centenary of the ICRC's foundation in a tangible 
manner. It noted with gratitude that 34 National Societies were kind enough 
to comply with this wish; their payments for that purpose exceeding 
Sw.frs. 60 ,00 0 .--.

In September 1963, the Commission made an appeal to the 
Council of Delegates. The text thereof, which may be found in Annex II, 
refers to the IXtn Resolution of the XIXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross in New Delhi in 19 57, which is attached hereto as Annex III.



- 2 -

In conclusion of its report and upon the expiration of 
its mandate, the Commission feels it is its duty to request the XXth 
International Conference to recommend Governments and National 
Societies to implement more widely the Resolution adopted by the XlXth. 
International Conference at New Delhi in 19 57. It furthermore confirms 
its appeal to the 1S63 Centenary Congress with the aim of enabling the 
ICRC - confronted with ever more numerous activities and, consequently, 
ever greater expenditure - to continue to carry out its world-wide task.



Annex I

Contributions paid to the ICRC by Governments and 
National Red Cross Societies for the years 

1958 to 1964

- iosition as at March 15, 196 5 -

National Societies Governments
number amounts number amounts

Gw. fr s . Sw. frs.

for 1958 4 6 355,899. 61 49 1, 321, 36 5, 34
1 ! 1959 52 368,034.75 53 1, 305, 189. 89
n 1960 54 396, 547, 97 54 1, 331, 953. 29
n 1961 57 412,355.68 63 1, 428,112. 89
1 ! 1962 i-,7

i 425,071.11 57 1, 409, 324, 51
I t 1963 59 507, 924. 51 57 1,980,240. 39
n 1964 56 575,378.37 59 2, 040, 073, 04

Note - Notwithstanding receipts in the course of these 7 years, the excess 
of expenditure over revenue was as follows : (Cf. ICRC Annual 
Reports)

in 1958 Sw.frs. 23 9, 086,54! t 1959 287, 115. 09It 1960 490, 585, 61! t 1961 467, 015. 721 t 1962 942, 777. 47tl 1963 704, 724, 70

l
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CENTENARY CONGRESS : AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 1963

Appeal by the Commission for the Financing of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to the 

Council of Delegates

Annex II

?

I

The Commission for the Financing of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross held its annual Session on August 2?, 1963 
at Geneva.

After having noted the contributions paid todate to the 
International Committee by the National Societies as well as by the 
Governments, the members of that Commission considered that it was 
their duty to address the following message to the Council of Delegates:

"The contributions from the National Societies and from the 
Governments are not sufficient to cover the present needs of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.

The Commission for the Financing of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, whilst expressing its gratitude to the National 
Societies for their efforts in favour of the Committee's financial 
campaigns, addresses an urgent appeal for these efforts to be 
continued and developed without respite.

The Commission, referring to the IXth Resolution of the XIXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross of 1S57 at New Delhi, 
earnestly requests each National Society:

on the one hand regularly to remit an annual voluntary contribution
to the Committee;

and on the other hand to give its full and unremitting support with 
the competent authorities, to the annual financial appeals addressed 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross to its Government, 
by virtue of the Xlth Resolution of the Diplomatic Conference of 
1949 at Geneva".

(

t



Annex III

XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross
New- Delhi

October-November 1957

IXth RESOLUTION

whereas the Commission set up by the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross in its Resolution No 8 has concluded its 
work and submitted its report,

whereas, according to this report, a number of National 
Societies have made regular voluntary annual contributions to the Inter
national Committee and whereas the continuation of this support and contri
butions from all National Societies is desirable, justified, and necessary,

whereas, also, appeals are made by the International 
Committee to Governments which are members of the International Con
ference of the Red Cross in accordance with the Resolution of the Diplo
matic Conference held in Geneva in 1949 and the participation of National 
Societies in passing on and supporting these appeals varies of necessity 
from country to country according to national custom,

decides:

(a) that the report of the Commission set up by the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross in accordance with the above mentioned 
Resolution is approved,

(b) that each National Society accepts its obligation as a member of the 
International Red Cross to pay regular, voluntary, annual contribu
tions to the International Committee,

(c) that each National Society will continue to take such steps as it consider 
advisable with regard to financial appeals made to Governments by the 
International Committee in accordance with the above Resolution of 
the 1949 Diplomatic Conference,

(d) that a new Commission shall be appointed consisting of the National 
Societies of Czechoslovakia, Great Britain, India, Mexico and the 
Netherlands.


