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DISTRIBUTION OF THE AUGUSTA FUND REVENUE

Its origins
On January 27th, 1890«, in its 76th circular 

addressed to all the National Red Cross Societies, the ICRC 
communicated the rules it had laid down for an "Augusta Fund" 
to preserve the memory of that great Queen and pursue the 
relief work she had carried out so untiringly In the Red Cross. 
"Who will henceforth undertake this task ? Few would he those 
capable of accomplishing it ... We know how willingly the 
Empress strove towards achieving her purpose. She was always 
looking for ways in which to help and, each time, she would 
give a considerable sum for some good cause from which benefited 
the wounded of all the armies in· the world .... These memories 
are still fresh in our minds, and have prompted us to think of 
a plan whereby the Red Cross could obtain further funds. These 
funds would be for the same purpose as the Queen's liberalities, 
whose loss the Red Cross deplores, and would constantly call 
to remembrance the name and virtues of that noble princess ..."=>

At the International Conferences of the Red Cross 
in Rome (1892) and Vienna (1897), it was decided that the fund 
should remain inalienable until a sum of Sw.Fis. 100,000 had been 
raised.

Since 1903, the distribution of interest has been 
effected in accordance with the Regulations. These were first 
amended at the 1912 International Conference in Washington. The 
First World War compromised the bases of the Fund and its value 
dwindled to a third:; but It was speedily reconstituted and the 
1921 International Conference decided that applications for 
grants should in future be submitted to the ICRC every five 
years. This period was shortened to *+ years by the XXIIIth 
International Conference, in 1928, when the Fund had been 
entirely reconstituted. The Second World War interrupted the 
distributions, but they were resumed as from 19*+7 and 19*+8. In 
1952, the International Committee received no requests for 
grants, but, the XVIIIth Conference adopted new Regulations for 
the Fund submitted by the ICRC (see ICRC Report to the XVIIIth 
Conference). On December 31st, 1955 the Fund's revenue amounted 
to Sw.Fis. *+6,718.90j Frp. 3*+,000 were distributed among eleven 
National Societies (see ICRC Report to the XIXth Conference) 
and the balance was carried over to the following year.



In I960, the ICRC decided to proceed with a 
distribution, although no International Conference was held that 
year (Regulations, Article 6 1  "The interest of the Augusta Fund 
shall be distributed every four years at each International 
Conference, the names of those to whom grants have been made 
being announced at the Conference"). As these conferences do not 
always meet at regular intervals, it was decided to proceed with 
a distribution every four years irrespective of their date.

Xth Distribution - i960

On December 31st, 1959? a sum of Sw.Frs 28,!+!+5»30 
was available for distribution, as Sw.Frs 12,000,- had not been 
allocated in 1956.

Sixteen National Societies applied, 8 of which 
belonged to developing countries or countries which had recently 
acceded to independence. Many requests would have gained by
being more clearly worded. The 
the Sw.Frs, 28,000.- as follows

Burma Red Cross ;

Lebanese Red Cross ;

Liberian National Red Cross s 

Thai Red Cross %

Tunisian Red Crescent 1

Chilean Red Cross %

Colombian Red Cross 5

Ghana Red Cross ;

Indonesian Red Cross :

Commission decided to share out

Sw.Frs. 3?000»- for its blood 
transfusion service.
Sw.Frs. 3,0000- as a contribution 
towards the establishment of a 
nursing school at Tripoli.
Sw.Frs. 3,000.- towards the 
establishment of a blood bank.
Sw.Frs. 3,000.- for the scientifi 
laboratory of its nursing school.
Sw.Frs. 3,000»- to equip a dis
pensary at Sidi Brahim, for needy 
patients.
Sw.Frs. 2,000.- as a contribution 
towards the purchase of a van.
Sw.Frs. 2,000.- to complete the 
equipment of its nursing school 
laboratory.
Sw.Frs. 2,000.- to help train 
auxiliaries.
Sw.Frs. 2,000.- towards the 
purchase of a lamp for the oper
ating theatre of the Kedung Halang 
hospital at Bogor.
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Red Cross of Viet Nam 
(South)

0 Sw.Frs. 2,000»- towards a study 
grant for a nurse.

Ethiopian Red Cross 0
0 Sw.Frs. 1,000.- as a contribution 

towards the purchase of an ambulance
Indian Red Cross 0 Sw.Frs. 1,000.- as a contribution 

towards the development of its 
blood transfusion service.

Jordan Red Crescent 00 Sw.Frs. 1,000.- toward the pur
chase of equipment for the Madaba 
maternity hospital.

Reports on the use of Grants
August 25th, 1961 0

© The Tunisian Red Crescent informed 
the ICRC that it had acquired an 
electric aerosol for the Sidi 
Brahim dispensary and a projector 
for health education purposes, in 
particular the courses for mothers.

July 19th, 1963 0
© The Ethiopian Red Cross asked for 

approval from the ICRC to use the 
grant for replacing the engine of 
a Volkswagen which was otherwise 
in good condition.

November 19th, 1963 ©
0 The Indonesian Red Cross sent the 

ICRC photographs of the lamp 
bought with its gift for the Kedung 
Halang operating theatre at Bogor.

January 27th, 196^ a
0 The Liberian Red Cross asked for 

permission to spend the allocation 
for a; "well Baby clinic, Courses 
in first aid, home nursing and 
water safety".

The other
reports.

beneficiary Societies have not submitted

Xlth distribution -196Lf
On December 31st, 1963 the revenue of the Fund 

allowed for a sum of Sw.Frs. 13?708.55 to be distributed.
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Eleven National Societies had applied. The Special 
Commission of the ICRC decided to share out Sw.Frs, 13,000,- 
as followss
Burma Red Cross 
Norwegian Red Cross

Pakistan Red Cross

; Sw.Frs. 2,000.-
s Sw.Frs. 1,500.- 

social service.

for its blood bank, 
for its prison

Sw.Frs. *+,000.- for the purchase 
of a refrigerator.

Thai Red Cross 

Togolese Red Cross

Uruguayan Red Cross

i Sw.Frs. 2,000.- to purchase
nursery instruction material.

s Sw.Frs. 2,000.- for enlarging its
kindergarten.

i Sw.Frs, 1,500.- -tor the
reorganization of its relief teams.

In closing this report, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross desires to point out that most National Societies 
fail to send in a report on the use of grants, which is unfortun
ate .

It also points out that the existence of the Fund 
and the distribution of its revenue is undeniably still a mat
ter of interest to the National Societies. Sixteen National 
Societies applied in i960 and eleven in 196*+. The decision in 1952 
that circulars Indicating the time-limit for applications should 
be sent to all National Societies one year before the date of the 
distribution was a wise one. This has avoided the recurrence of 
the 1952 situation, when no applications were submitted. It has 
even brought out the obvious fact that the situation has consider
ably changed since the first distribution In 1903· At that date, 
there were about half as many National Red Cross Societies as 
today, when there are over a hundred. It is also evident that the 
capital of Sw.Frs, 100,000.-, and its revenue only retain a small 
part of their original purchasing power, in 1903«

The International Committee therefore appeals to the 
Conference and to the National Societies for further contributions 
towards the capital of the Augusta Fund, in accordance with Article 
2 (a) and (b) of the Regulations. At the same time it would request 
the National Societies to comply with these Regulations as adopted 
by the XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross, Toronto, 
1952.



AUGUSTA FUND

BALANCE SHEET AS ON DECEMBER 31, 1963

I.

Assets
Sw. Fr S »

Liabilities
Sw. FrS*

Swiss Government securities Inalienable cap ita l....... 100,000,--
(market value FrsJ 17, 600. - ) 
at par , ......... 120,000.- Reserve for fluctuation 

in value 18,178.45

Funds available on
Deposit at the Swiss December 31, 1963 13,708.55
National Bank, Geneva 15, 299. 55

Total available funds 131,887.--

Administration fédérale des Creditors (Allocations
contributions, Berne, to be withdrawn) 2,000.--
(tax paid in advance to 
be refunded) 972.-- International Committee

of the Red Cross: Funds
in current account 2,384.55

136,271.55 136,271.55
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4 II.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 1963

Expenditure

Fees for circulars, 
auditors' fees, 
deposit fees for 
sale custody of 
securities, va r i
ous expenses

Sw. F rs ,

Balance available on 
December 31, 1963: 
Balance brought 
forward from the 
previous year 10,644,10

Receipts in excess 
of expenditure in 
1963 ... .........

427.55

3,064.45 13,708.55

Receipts

Sw. FrSc

Income from securities 
in 1963 ..........................  3, 492. --

Balance carried forward 
from the previous 
yea r ......... ...................... 10, 644. 10

14,136.10 14,136.10

i
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