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Report of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shaken Fund.

In 1912 H.M. the Empress Shoken kindly took an interest in "relief 
work in time of peace". She made a generous gift to the Red Cross in the 
initial sum of 100,000 yen in Japanese gold. A second gift from H.M. the 
Empress and H.M. the Dowager Empress of Japan brought the Empress Shoken 
Fund to 200,000 yen in 1934. In 1963, on the occasion of the Centenary 
of the foundation of the Red Cross, H.M. the Empress of Japan made a 
further donation, increasing the unassignable capital of the Fund from 
Sw.Frs. 346,250 to Sw.Frs. 389,081. These funds calculated at par -amount 
to Sw.Frs. 508,000.

The XVIth International Conference of the Red Cross entrusted the 
administration of this Fund and the distribution of the revenues to a 
Joint Commission of six members; three of the members to be appointed by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the other three, by the 
League of Red Cross Societies.

On 11 April, each year, the anniversary of the death of H.M. the 
Empress Shoken, the Joint Commission distributes the income from the Fund 
among National Societies, having submitted a substantiated request before 
31 December of the preceding year. The Commission ensures that the re
quests are justified according to the conditions laid down in the Regula
tions:

a) Specific tasks in the general interest of relief work in peacetime
b) Dissemination of methods for the prevention or elimination of 

tuberculosis and other grave contagious diseases
c) Relief work for the benefit of disaster victims

Since 1921 the Fund has regularly fulfilled its mission.

During the eight years which have elapsed since the presentation of 
the last report to the XIXth International Conference in 1957, the Joint 
Commission has met eight times in ordinary session.

XXXVIth Distribution - 1957
The income from the Fund for 1956 and the balance carried forward 

from the previous year brought the total sum to be distributed to Sw.Frs. 
13,185.40. Two requests only were received by the date specified in the 
Regulations, the Joint Commission decided therefore to allocate the sum 
of Sw.Frs. 7,500 to these two requests, the balance being carried over to 
1958. The following allocations were made:



League of Red Cross Societies : Sw.Frs. 5,000 as a contribution to the
purchase of a van for the transport of 
relief supplies, in particular between 
warehouses and the aerodrome.

Syrian Red Crescent : Sw.Frs. 2,500 for the development of its
accident and disaster first aid service.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

a) XXXVth Distribution - 1956 (see Report to the XIXth International 
Conference).

19 January 1959 : The Austrian Red Cross reported the allocation of 
Sw.Frs. 4,000 it had been granted had been used for 
the purchase of medical equipment, to a large extent 
in the form of surgical instruments for the Society's 
Sanatorium in Grimmenstein.

18 March 1959 : The Ceylon Red Cross Society reported that on four
occasions, the allocation it had been granted per
mitted interventions on behalf of undernourished child
ren,

b) XXXVIth Distribution - 1957

14 October 1958 : The Syrian Red Crescent indicated that the gift re
ceived had been used to bring relief to people "living 
near the Israeli frontier".

XXXVIIth Distribution - 1958
An amount of Sw.Frs. 18,277.05 was available for distribution. This 

was made up of the income from the Fund in 1957 plus the balance from the 
previous year. The Commission decided to distribute the sum of Sw.Frs. 
18,000. Nine National Societies had submitted applications. The Commis
sion agreed to accept eight of the requests and made allocations as fol
lows:

Chilean Red Cross :

Colombian Red Cross 
Society:

Danish Red Cross : 

Ethiopian Red Cross

Sw.Frs. 2,000 for the purchase of a vehicle for 
its blood transfusion centre and mobile team.

Sw.Frs. 2,500 to equip laboratories, libraries 
and vehicles of its school of nursing.
Sw.Frs. 2,000 to complete the equipment of a 
children's home in Greenland.
Sw.Frs. 2,000 for the purchase of instruments, 
medicaments and bandages for its new clinic in 
Addis Ababa.



Guatemalan Red Cross

Haitian National Red 
Cross Society : 
Portuguese Red Cross

South African Red 
Cross Society:

10 September 1958 :

8 August 1958 :

23 December 1958 : 

13 December 1960 :

6 February 1963 : 

26 December 1963 :

7 October 1964 :

: Sw.Frs. 2,500 to complete the installations of 
its blood bank.

Sw.Frs. 2,500 to help in tuberculosis control.
: Sw.Frs. 2,000 for the purchase of surgical instru

ments for its hospital

Sw.Frs. 2,500 for the purchase of an incubator 
for its maternity clinic in South West Africa.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

The Chilean Red Cross announced that the amount 
received was being held until necessary additional 
funds were available for the purchase of the 
vehicle envisaged.
The Danish Red Cross reported that the gift had 
been used to complete the equipment of a new 
Danish Red Cross children's home in Julianehaab 
(Greenland), inaugurated in March 1958.
The South African Red Cross Society advised that 
the funds had been used for the purchase of a 
respirator for its maternity clinic in Windhoek. 
The Colombian Red Cross Society supplied a de
tailed list of material bought to complete the 
equipment of the laboratories of bacteriology and 
parasitology attached to its school of nursing. 
The Haitian National Red Cross Society announced 
that it had used the sum allocated for the pur-, 
chase of equipment for its mobile x-ray unit. 
The Guatemalan Red Cross reported that it had not 
been able to establish the blood bank envisaged 
in 1958. The allocation had been used "for that 
part of the Guatemalan Red Cross building intended 
for the blood bank".
The Portuguese Red Cross submitted a detailed 
list of surgical instruments purchased for its 
new hospital to be inaugurated shortly after that,, 
date.

XXXVIIIth Distribution - 1959
The income from the Fund for 1958 and the balance from the previous 

year produced a sum of Sw.Frs. 18,932.90. The Joint Commission, taking 
into account the fact that the amount available for distribution was this 
•year higher than usual due to the . quick reimbursement by the Swiss Autho
rities of the anticipated tax regularly deducted from the income from 
the Fund, decided to allocate the sum of Sw.Frs. 17,000.



In 1958 requests were received from eight National Societies. The 
Joint Commission decided to accept six of them and awarded the following:

Belgian Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 3,000 for the purchase of special 
equipment for the transport of poliomyelitis 
patients.

French Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 3,000 for the purchase of an ambulance 
for its medically supervised boarding school 
for haemophilics.

Hellenic Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 1,000 for the purchase of two micro
scopes for its school of nursing.

Norwegian Red Cross : Sw-Frs- 2,500 for the purchase of technical 
material for its school for mentally deficient 
children.

Pakistan Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 5,000 for the purchase of an ambulance.
Tunisian Red Crescent : Sw.Frs. 2,500 for the purchase of microscopes 

for its blood transfusion centre.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

21 January 1960 : The French Red Cross informed the Joint Commission 
he purchase - made possible to a large extent 

by the gift received - of a 2 h.p. Citroën car 
specially equipped for the transport of the students 
inmates of the French Red Cross medically super
vised boarding school for haemophilic boys at 
Mountain in the Jura Mountains.

31 January 1960 : The Belgian Red Cross reported that the donation 
had made possible the equipment of its ambulances 
for the transport of victims of paralysis of the 
respiration organs - with a twin-motored appliance 
with oxygen tank, as well as two pneumatic lungs 
for adults and children.

28 March 1960 : The Hellenic Red Cross announced the arrival of 
a microscope purchased, at its request, by the 
ICRC with the allocation awarded.

31 January 1962 : The Pakistan Red Cross Society indicated that the 
amount received had been used "towards the repairs 
of the shattered body of the vehicle, overhauling 
of the worn-out engine, purchase of life saving 
drugs and medicines and on the replacement of the 
needy and expensive parts essentially required to 
keep the mobile dispensary on the road to serve 
the indigent patients".

XXXIXth Distribution ·> 1960
The income from the Fund in 1959 and the balance from the previous



year produced a sum of Sw.Frs. 15,112.65. The Joint Commission decided 
to distribute Sw.Frs. 15,000.

Six National Societies had submitted applications in 1959. The 
Joint Commission allocated the following sums to:

Ceylon Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 2,500 as a contribution toward the
establishment of a day nursery at the De Soysa 
maternity clinic in Colombo.

Indian Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 2,500 for the purchase of a special
refrigerator for its blood bank.

Jordan Red Crescent Society:Sw.Frs. 2,500 as a contribution toward the
purchase of an ambulance for the Red Crescent 
hospital.

Libyan Red Crescent : Sw.Frs. 2,500*contribution to the purchase
of an ambulance for its relief units.

South African Red Cross
Society: Sw.Frs. 2,500 for the purchase of medical

supplies for its National Region l*an service.
Thai Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 2,500 toward the purchase of an ambu

lance for its relief units. A change in the 
use of the allocation was requested later for 
the purchase of wheel-chairs.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

15 December 1960 :

18 December 1960 :

23 December 1960 :

10 January 1961 :

12 January 1961 :

The Indian Red Cross Society announced that 
the sum allocated had been used for the pur
chase of a special refrigerator for its blood 
bank.
The Jordan Red Crescent Society sent photo
graphs of the ambulance purchased partly with 
the allocation received.
The South African Red Cross Society submitted 
a list of supplies acquired by the medical 
loan service of its Natal Regional Committee 
with the funds allocated.
The Libyan Red Crescent reported that it had 
ordered a Chevrolet ambulance at a much higher 
cost, however, than the amount of the alloca
tion.
The Thai Red Cross announced that it had 
used the sum received for the purchase of 
wheel-chairs for its Chulalongkom hospital.

XLth Distribution - 1961
The income from the Fund in 1960 and the balance from the previous 

year produced a sum of Sw.Frs. 12,292.35. The Joint Commission decided



to allocate Sw.Frs. 13,000.
In 1960 seven National Societies applied for an allocation. The 

Joint Commission decided to distribute the following amounts:

Burma Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 5,000 as a contribution towards the 
purchase of an ambulance.

Indonesian Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 6,000, for the development of its 
blood transfusion service.

South African Red Cross 
Society: Sw.Frs. 2,000 for the purchase of an anaes

thesia appliance for its maternity clinic in 
South West Africa.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

21 September 1961 : The Burma Red Cross Society advised the Com
mission that a Volkswagen ambulance had been 
bought, and cost partially covered by the sum 
allocated.

12 January 1963 : The South African Red Cross Society announced 
the purchase of an anaesthesia appliance. 
The amount of Sw.Frs. 6,000 allocated to the 
Indonesian Red Cross is at the request of 
this Society still held by the ICRC.

XLIst Distribution - 1962
A sum of Sw.Frs. 13,472.05 was available for distribution based on 

the income from the Fund for 1961 and the balance from the previous year. 
The Joint Commission decided to grant allocations totalling Sw.Frs. 12,000.

Four National Societies applied for allocations in 1961. The Com
mission decided to accept all requests and awarded the following sums:

Bolivian Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 3,000 to contribute to the X-ray 
equipment of its maternal and child health 
centre in La Paz.

Indian Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 2,000 for the purchase of an auto
clave for its blood bank in New Delhi.

Liberian Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 3,500 towards the purchase of an 
ambulance.

Togolese Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 3,500 towards the purchase of an

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

21 January 1963 : The Indian Red Cross Society announced that 
the sum allocated had been used for the pur
chase of a refrigerated cupboard.



6 April 1963 : The Togolese Red Cross Society advised that
an ambulance had been purchased with the 
allocation and a contribution from the German 
Red Cross.

The sum of Sw.Frs. 3,000 awarded to the Boli
vian Red Cross is at the request of this 
Society held by the ICRC.

XLIInd Distribution - 1963
The income from the Fund in 1962 and the balance from the previous 

year resulted in a sum of Sw.Frs. 14,651.75. On this occasion, the Joint 
Commission reviewing past experiences, came to the conclusion that the 
policy of distributing yearly all, or almost all, the income from the 
Fund resulted, because of the relatively small sum involved and of the 
high number of applications, in individual allocations of such limited 
amounts that they were, more often than not, insufficient to carry out 
the projects envisaged. In fact, many allocations remained unused as the 
beneficiary Societies could not assemble the additional funds required to 
carry out the project proposed. It therefore seemed to the Commission 
that the allocations should be increased and the number of beneficiaries 
reduced by applying higher criteria to the examination of the requests. 
It also decided to retain, in principle, only the requests emanating 
from developing Societies unable to finance in any other way the project 
submitted, and to choose, between these applicants, those Societies that 
had benefitted the least from the Empress Shôken Fund. Finally it de
cided to submit the whole problem to the present Conference.

In 1962 five National Societies submitted applications. On the 
basis of the higher criteria mentioned above, the Joint Commission decid
ed to distribute Sw.Frs. 9,000 in the following way :

Burma Red Cross Society : Sw.Frs. 4,000 to complete the equipment of
its blood bank in Rangoon.

The Republic of Korea
National Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 5,000 towards the purchase of X-ray

equipment for its hospital in Choon-Chon.

REPORTS ON UTILISATION

25 June 1964 : The Republic of Korea National Red Cross
announced the purchase, for the sum allocated, 
of X-ray equipment for its hospital in Choon- 
Chon to the value indicated.

At the request of the Burma Red Cross, the 
sum of Sw.Frs. 4,000 allocated to this Society 
is still held by the ICRC.



XLIIIrd Distribution - 1964

The sum available for distribution on the basis of the income from 
the Fund for 1963 and the balance from the previous year was Sw.Frs. 
18,682.20.

As only one National Society had submitted a request in 1963, the 
Joint Commission decided to make th.e following allocation:

Sierra Leone Red Cross Society: Sw.Frs. 10,000 for the purchase of a
Landrover.

XLIVth Distribution - 1965
The income from the Fund in 1964 and the balance carried forward 

from the previous year produced- a sum of Sw.Frs. 23,649.85.
Six National Societies applied for an allocation in 1964. On the 

basis of the criteria of assessment adopted in 1963 and explained above, 
the Joint Commission decided to distribute the sum of Sw.Frs. 22,000 :

Congolese Red Cross : Sw.Frs. 10,000 for the purchase of an ambu
lance-jeep.

Red Crescent of the Syrian
Arab Republic : Sw.Frs. 12,000 for the purchase of a blood

collection vehicle.

This report shows that in the period 1957-1965 the income from the 
Empress Shôken Fund enabled the Joint Commission to distribute Sw.Frs. 
123,500 to 28 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies as well as to 
the League.

In its deliberations the Joint Commission has always strictly adhered 
to the Regulations of the Fund. It has further renewed its efforts to 
obtain reports from National Societies on the utilisation of the sums 
received. It wishes to emphasize that these reports are essential to the 
proper administration of the Fund. In accordance with Article 5 b 
of the new Regulations adopted at the XIXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross, beneficiary Societies must submit to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross or the League of Red Cross Societies, in due 
course, a report on the use made of the allocation obtained. The Joint 
Commission recommends that these reports, which should be received in 
Geneva at the latest by 30 September of each year accompanied by photo
graphs .



ALLOCATION OF THE REVENUES OF THE EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND 
1957 - 1965

(in Swiss Francs)

Allocation XXXVIth XXXVIIth XXXVIIIth XXXIXth XLth XLIth XLIIth XLIIIth XLIVth TOTALS1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
League 5,000.-

3,000.-
5,000.-

Belgium
3,000.-

3,000.-
Bolivia 3,000.-
Burma 5,000.- 4,000.- 9,000.-
Ceylon 2,500.- 2,500.-
Chile 2,000.- 2,000.-
Colombia 2,500.- 2,500.-
Congo (Léo) o o o 0 1 10,000.-
Denmark 2,000.- 2,000.-
Ethiopia 2,000.- 2,000.-
France 3,000.- 3,000.-
Greece 1,000.- 1,000.-
Guatemala 2,500.- 2,500.-
Haiti 2,500.- 2,500.-
India 2,500.- 2,000.- 4,500.-
Indonesia 6,000.- 6,000.-
Jordan 2,500.- 2,500.-
Korea Republic 5,000.- 5,000.-
Liberia 3,500.- 3,500.-
Libya 2,500.- 2,500.-
Norway 2,500.- 2,500.-
Pakistan 5,000.- 5,000.-
Portugal 2,000.- 2,000.-
Sierra Leone 10,000.- 10,000.-
South Africa 2,500 - 2,500t- 2,000.- 7,000.-
Syria 2,500.- 12,000.- 14,500.-
Thailand 2,500.- 2,500.-
Togo 3,500.- 3,500.-
Tunisia 2,500.- 2,500.-

123,500.-



EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND

BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER 1964

ASSETS
Frs.

Swiss Public Securities at nominal 
value (Market value Frs. 487,970.

Funds with the Swiss National Bank,
Geneva

Federal Tax Administration, Bern 
(Anticipated tax to be recovered)

533,449.44

OWN FUNDS AND LIABILITIES
Frs.

Inalienable capital 389,081.64
Reserve for stock market variations 106,747.10 
Reserve for administrative expenses :
Balance brought forward 
from 1963 Frs. 362.60
Statutory alloca
tion but of the
1964 income 787.75

Frs. 1,150.35
LESS :
Actual administrative 
expenses in 1964 Frs. 823.50 326.85

Credit balance available on the
Results Account at 31 December 1964 23,649.85

TOTAL OF OWN FUNDS 519,805.44
Creditors (allocations to be 
withdrawn) 13,000.—

International Committee of the 
Red Cross (on current account) 644.—

533,449.44

-) 508,000.—  
21,088.24 
4,361.20



RESULTS ACCOUNT FOR 1964

Frs. Frs.
Credit balance available at 31 December 1963 18,682.20
LESS :
Forty-third distribution of revenues to a National Red Cross 
Society, in accordance with the Joint Commission's decision 
of 28 February 1964 (Circular No. 55 of 11 April 1964) 10,000.—

Unutilised balance 8,682.20
Income on investments in 1964 15,755.40
LESS :
Allocation of Si out of the 1964 revenues to cover the cost of 
administering the Fund, in compliance with Article 7 of the 
Regulations 787.75 14,967.65

CREDIT BALANCE AVAILABLE AT 31 DECEMBER 1964 23,649.85

We have verified the accounts for 1964 of the EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND and noted that 
the Balance Sheet and the Results Account drawn up at 31 December 1964 and repro
duced above are fully in accordance with the ledger, which has been kept correctly. 
The existence of the assets of the balance sheet has been proved to us.
Geneva, 24 February 1965

SOCIETE FIDUCIAIRE ROMANDE OFOR S. A.



EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND

List of Securities in the Portfolio at 31.12.1964

CATEGORY NOMINAL VALUE VALUE AT THE END OF DECEMBER 1964

3̂ 4 Federal 1945 (June) Frs. 100,000.— 1004 Frs. 100,000.—
3j4 Federal 1946 (December) Frs. 25,000.— 954 Frs. 23,750.—
34 Federal 1949 Frs. 30,000.— 914 Frs. 27,300.—
34 Federal 1951 (May) Frs. 80,000.— 944 Frs. 75,200.—
34 Federal 1956 (May) Frs. 4,000.— 924 Frs. 3,680.—
34 Federal Railways 1938 Frs. 209,000.— 964 Frs. 200,640.—
4i 4 Crédit Foncier Vaudois

Series XXXV 1964 Frs. 10,000.— 994 Frs. 9,900.—
44 Canton of Geneva 1963 Frs. 50,000.— 954 Frs. 47,500.—

Frs. 508,000.—  (1) Frs. 487,970.—

(1) The securities have been entered ori the balance sheet at the end of December
1964 at their nominal value! of Frs. 508,000.-.


